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INTRODUCTION. 
T IB e e Wen en nth tp 


five of us ſet out early in the Stage-Coach 
from 8, ſo early that we could not 


diſtinguiſh one nother's Faces. For an Hour or two 


. 


we travelled in the Dark; and there was but little in- 5 4 


clination to talk among Perſons Strangers to one ano- 
ther: a Situation which put me in Mind of the Lot of 
Humanity, that frequently cafts us into Societies and 
Communities without our Choice. and where weare 
entire Strangers to thoſe with — 1 w 
muſt aſſociate for Life. | 
The Morniogdawned by Degrees, ail as the Light 
approached, every one's Curioſity increaſed to ſee 
thoſe with whom he or ſhe were to ſpend an agreeable 
or a tedious Day. One Feature appeared after ano- 


diſcovered. us to each other diſtinctly. We then com 


menced immediate Acquaintance, and almoſt congta- 


tulated each other upon our new Alliance. From the 
firſt diſtin Survey we had of each other, we began 
to form more or leſs favourable Sentiments concerning 
our ſeveral Characters, as we fancied the Complexion 
and Turn of the Face exhibited more or leſs amighle 
Pictures of the Temper and Manners. Our Recos 
ry out of Darkneſs. gave us a viſible Increaſe of „ 
tits, and the chearful Aſpect of human Facel * | 
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2 INTRODUCTION, 


which we had been, for a while, ſecluded, made us 


more ſociable and better affected to one another. 


There was an honeſt Country Gentleman in the 


Coach with his Wife. He had undergone a ſevere 
Operation in Town, and loſt a large Quantity of 
Blood ; which made him look very thin and pale. 
Tho? he and his Lady were at ſome Pains to conceal 
themſelves, whether thro an Affectation of a certain 
faſhionable Politeneſs, or from what other Cauſe I 
cannot tell, yet their mutual Fondneſs was every now 


and then ſallying forth at a thouſand unguarded A- 
venues. The Anxiety of the Wife was ſtamped on 


her Face, and betrayed itſelf in tender Queſtions. 
The Huſband, when he ſhould have addreſſed her by 
the reſpectful Title of Madam, let ſlip, without think- 
ing of it, the more tender one of My Dear, and would. 
have recalled the kind Expreſſion, when it was too 
+ Thro' this aukward Diſguiſe there appeared a 
Picture of conjugal Tenderneſs, which ſnewed how 
difficult it is to act a borrowed EI or to diſ- 
guiſe the true One. 

Our other Fellow- Travellers were, a grave elderly 
Gentleman, and a young Lady in all the Bloom of Life. 
The Gentleman, tho' he ſeemed to be pretty far ad- 


vanced in Vears, had a peculiar Freſhneſs and Health- 


fulneſs in his Looks, which intimated that he had led 
a very Sober, regular Life. There was a certain Mix- 
ture of Chearfulneſs and Dignity in his Countenance, 
which ſeemed to beſpeak an inward Grandeur, and 
Serenity of Mind. I ſoon diſcovered that the young 
Lady was in ſome Sort related to him, which indeed 
he could not forbear ſhewing by all the Marks of Care 


and Complaiſance. He fat directly oppoſite to her, | 


Pleaſure. 
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INDRODUCTION. 3 
Pleaſure. The Lady with a modeſt Look, the Eu- 
blem of conſcious Virtue, and which diſcovered no 


| Senſibility to thoſe Advantages of Perſon ſhe was poſ- 


ſeſſed of, ſeemed to refuſe, yet attracted the Eſteem 
and Reſpect of the whole Company. She ſpoke lit- 
tle, but what ſhe ſaid was the Picture of a moſt inge- 
nuous Mind, and; coming from-her Mouth, had 2 
Charm in it that ſtole upon the Heart. She ſhewed a 
Deference to all the Company, and was attentive to 
every Thing they were pleaſed to ſay. The old Gen- 
tleman, as I ſoon found, was her Guardian. But his 
Authority was ſoftened by his Affection which ren- 
dered it rather amiable'than awful. The young Lady 
ſhewed a high Reſpect for him, and could not have 
Paid him greater Veneration, had he beenher Father. 
We were obſerving the agreeable Verdure of the 
Fields and delightful Freſhneſa of the Air, at a diſtance 
from the Smoke of the Town; when the old Gentle- 
man, looking with a pleaſant Stedfaſtneſs on his fair 
Charge: My Dear, ſaid he, you are going down into 
a ſweet Part of the Country, but where you muſt ex- 
pect none of the gay Diverſions of the Town. Lou 
will find there leſs Compliment and Ceremony from 
your Neighbours, but a friendly Welcome, and a8 
much real Kindneſs. You will meet with plain honeſt 
People, who affect neither Gaudineſs in their Dreſs, 
nor great Refinement in their Manners; home-ſpun 
Folks; who ſpeak as they think, and appear what they 
are. Fine Fields you will ſee indeed, enjoy freſh Air 
and agreeable Walks, and be entertained with Nature 
in her genuine Dreſs; but, adieu to Balls, to Aﬀem- 
blies, to Plays, and all the Gaiety that atrends them. 
O, Sir, ſaid the young Lady, ydu cannot think that 
this will be ſuch a mighty Diſappointment to me. 1 
B 2 went 


tention, and her Guardian with a peculiar Pleaſure. 
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went ſometimes to thoſe Diverſions, it is true, but 
without being at all in love with them, I found little 


other Pleaſure at an Aﬀembly, than what the Compa- 
ny of a few Friends gave me. And I confeſs, that 
the chief Entertainment I received at a Play, was the 


Readtelantations 1 there met will of Life, and the 


Leſſons I drew from the Virtues or Follies of Others. 
If, as you tell me, I am chiefly to be entertained with 


Nature in the Country, I go thither moſt chearfully. 


For I am a profeſt Admirer of whatever is natural, 


and hate all Art that is allied to Difſimulation or 
 Falfehood; 


Tur Company bad heard her wich no ſmall: At- 


I was a little ſurprized to hear the young Lady talk 


fo ſenſibly, tho', under the Simplicity of her Appear- 
ance, I could difcern an Air of Grandeur which be- 


ſpoke ſomething more than a Perſon of ordinary 
Rank. Tis very well, replied the old Gentleman, 


we: ſhall have à fair Trial of your Taſte for the Sim- 
plicity of Nature, by ſeeing how you relifh the Plain- 
neſs and Uniformity of rural Life. 


I liſtened to the. Gentleman's Words with great 


Attention, and was pleaſed to think that we were to 
make ſo advantageous an Exchange, by leaving the 
Town for the Country. But the young Lady's Sen- 
timents had a peculiar Beauty in them, and made me 
quickly wiſh to become * acquainted with 2 
Mind fo amiable. | 

Mean time, in the Progreſs of our Journey, I 
found that the Lady, whoſe Senſe appeared fo far 
fuperior to; her Age, had a refined Education un- 
der the Eye and Care of her Guardian. He had 
— kinaſelf inſtructed her in ſome Parts of Knowledge 


not 
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INTRODUCTION. ; 
not uſually taught. the fair Sex. Yet ſv diſcreetly 
had he done it, und fo apt a Scholar had ſhe been, 
that her \ Sentiments appeared the pure Dictates of 
Nature. I could diſcern no Art or Affectation in 
what the ſaid or did; ---ſcarce any Thing that could 
lead me to think ſhe had read much, or had been im- 
proved by any extraordinary Education. It was ſome 
Time, before I came to be informed that ſhe was ac- 
quainted with the politeſt modern Books, ſpoke the 
French and Halian very prettily, and, which was of 
more Conſequence, was well acquainted with Hiſto- 
ry, and had been particularly inftrufted, by an able 
Tutor, in the Conduct and Decorum of Life. 
However, from what I then ſaw and heard, I was 


anxious to learn whether ſhe intended for the fame 


Place where I was, in the Calm of Retirement, to 
devote ſome Time to my Studies ; nor could I help 
diſcovering a little of the Concern and Emotion I 
felt. When Twas ſomewhat compoſed, I ſaid. Pray, 
Madam, will you be ſo good as to indulge my Curi- 
ofity, if I aſk how far you deſign to go? After the 
Lady had with unaffected Frankneſs. anſwered my 
Queſtion, I was not à little pleaſed to hear that we 
were both bound for the ſame Place, and felt my 
Face fluſh with ſecret, Joy. My next Concern was 


to obtain the Liberty of waiting on her in the Coun- 


try. I did not care for aſking a Favour direQty either 
of herſelf, or her Guardian, as I was a Stranger to 
both; but watched an Opportunity of doing it hand- 
ſomly. In the mean while, the old Gentleman aſk- 
ed me ſeveral Queſtions about my Deſign of retir- 
ing into the Country, the Courſe of my Studies and 
Way. of Life hitherto, where I had lived in Town, 
and the like. I anſwered his Queſtions very frankly 
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6 INTRODUCTION. 
As he had an uncommon Sagacity in his Eye, I per- 
ceived he ſearched me with a very piercing Look 
and obſerved my Anſwers and Behaviour all along 
with no ſmall Attention. In the Courſe of our Con- 
verſation, I found he was acquainted with ſome of 
my Relations, and that he liked me no worſe on their | 
Account. 
About Noon we ſtopt at D. to dine. When 
we were ready to take Coach again, a Country Girl 
of an honeſt but homely Appearance aſked the Li- 
berty of a Place in the Coach to the next Market- 
Town. It being very readily granted by the whole 
Company, ſhe took the vacant Seat, but was ſoon 
obſerved to turn very pale. Whereupon the young 
Lady aſked her if ſhe was uneaſy with riding backward. 
The Girl replied, that ſhe wzs not uſed to a Coach, 
perhaps that, or the jolting of the Coach, might be 
the Reaſon ſhe was ſomewhat ſqueamiſh. Immediately 
the Lady exchanged Places with her, which the ho- 
neſt Girl conſented to with a modeſt Reluctance. 
She gave her a Bottle of Salts to revive her Spirits, 
and ſhewed a great Concern for her, all the while ſhe 
continued with us. We were all wonderfully pleaſed 
with the graceful and unaffected Affability and Kind- 
neſs of the young Lady's Carriage to our plain Strang- 
er, and you may believe the old Gentleman was behind 
none of us in the Complacence with which he eyed 
his lovely Ward. She aſked her ſeveral Queſtions 
about her Parents, her Way of Life, and the like, and 
was ſo well ſatisfied with the Innocency and Modeſty 
of her Anſwers, that when the Girl left us, I ſaw her 
flip a Half-Crown privately into her Hand. 
Growing therefore more and more intimate as we 
travelled forward, and obſerving the old Gentleman 
| to 
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INTRODUCTION. 7 


to be in a fine Flow of Good-humour upon the agtee- 
able little Incident that had happened, I took Courage, 


and reſolved to hazard the Attempt I had ſo much at 


Heart. Wherefore addreſſing my fair. Fellow- Tra- 
veller, I ſaid, I am extremely glad, Madam, that my 
good Fortune leads us both to the ſame Place. I 8⁰ 
to the Country to ſtudy, but as my Di: poſition in- 
clines me to Society as well as to Books, it will add 
greatly to my Proſpect of living agreeably there, if, 
Madam, I may be allowed to paſs an Hour or two with 
you now and then. For I promiſe myſelf no 
ſmall Improvement from the Converſation of a 
Lady of your Sentiments and Taſte. Having thus 
faid, the Lady looked at me with ſome Mixture of 
Confuſion, without ſeeming however either to grant 
or reje& my Requeſt, and then turned her Eye to- 


wards her Guardian, as if ſhe waited his'Determina- 


tion, and had no Will of her own. The old Gentle- 
man ſmiling with a conſenting Air, ſaid, I ſhould be 


very welcome to viſit his Ward now and then in the 


Country; but, added be, with a pleaſant Kind of 
Gravity, See, young Man, that you uſe that Liberty 
in the diſcreeteſt Manner; otherwiſe I cannot be an- 
ſwerable to myſelf, or to this important Charge that 
is lodged in my Hands. The young Lady, with a 
modeſt Air, ſeemed to aſſent to his Will, in ſuch. a 
Way as expreſſed her Obedience to her Guardian, 
rather than any Complaiſance to me. 

I now thought my Happineſs complete. 1 bumbly 
thanked the good Man for the Liberty he allowed me, 
which if I ſhould abuſe, I ſaid, I would juſtly forfeit 
his and the Lady's Eſteem. I exprefſed my Gratitude 
to the young Lady rather by Looks of Joy, than by 
any formal Thanks. | 

B 4 ' Nothing 


8 INTRODUCTION. 


Nothing remarkable happened the reſt of our Jour. 


ney: The Roads were good, the Weather favoured us. 
We got ſafe to our Inn about Seven; and after our 
ſhort-lived Acquaintance of a Day, were obliged to 
ſuſpend it, and bid one another adieu with ſome Kind 
of Regret, but not without a great Defire on my Part 
of ſeeing thoſe again for whom I had conceived an 
uncommon Efteem. 

VI js a pretty Town, ſituated in a delightful 
. Country. The Villages are ſown thick round about 
and preſent you every where with the Face of Plenty. 
The Soil is generally rich, and where it is otherwiſe, 
Culture ſupplies the Defect: Such is the Influence of 
Liberty, which employs the moſt naked, and improves 
the moſt fertile Spots! The happy Conſtitution of 
Britain may be traced in our blooming Fields, as 


. well as in the chearful Faces of the Inhabitants. A 
beautiful River waſhes the Skirts of the Town, and, 


winding itſelf thro' a delicious Valley, diſperſes 
Wealth and Verdure with its bounteous Stream. The 
Town is environed on all Hands with charming Vil- 
lages and Orchards, which amuſe the Eye with a de- 
lightful Variety. At a Diſtance is ſeen towring among 
the Clouds a noble Ridge of Mountains, that give 
you an Image of the Grandeur and rude Magnificence 
of Nature. 

The Muſes Seat, whether I was to retire, ſtands at 
a Diſtance from the Town on a riſing Ground, whence 
we have a fine Proſpect of the Windings of the River, 
the contiguous Valley, the green Fields and ſurround- 
ing Mountains. It has many ſhady Walks and Bow- 
ers about it, which favour Retirement and Contem- 
plation. A Garden too with a fine Bowling-green be- 
= longing to it ſerve for Study or Amuſement. The 


Academy 
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INTRODUCT ION. 
Academy is a pretty latge Structure: Various Apart- 
ments for the Students are diſpoſed round the Court, 
having a Proſpect into the Garden. An ample Holl 
on one Side ſerves for their public Exerciſes. And 
oppoſite to it is one where the Students dine. An 


antient venerable Chapel lies between them, where 
we pay dur Morning and Evening Devotions. and in 
which there are ſometimes Diſcourſes on Subjects of 
the greateſt Importance, where 


evety one is obliged 
to be preſent, or pay a Fine which. goes to a Fund for 
charitable Uſes: At fix o'Cloek in the Morning the 
public Bell ſummons every Body to riſe, and again 
at ſeven to appear in the Chapel, there to conſecrate 
the Day by our Homage to the ſupreme Parent and 


Governor of the World. The eſt of the Morning 


is alloted to private Study. 
When I firſt entered this Manſion of the Muſes, I 
was very agreeably ſurprized with the Sight of fo 


many young Gentlemen, ſome of them of Rank and 


Fortune, who were come hither from all Quarters to 
imbibe the Principles of Science and- Virtue, in order 
to qualify them for the Service of their Friends and 
Country. They received me as a new Gueſt, with 
that Affection and Sincerity, which becomes the Vo- 
taries of the Muſes. I was at firſt a little out of 
Countenance to ſee them flocking round me, wanting 
to view and hear me talk, and, from a natural Cu- 
rioſity, anxious to learn who I was, and whence I 
came. Having ſatisfied their Curioſity, every one 
expreſſed a Fondiieſs to ſerve me; ſome of them con- 
ducted me into the Parlour, while others ran to in- 
form the Maſter of the Arrival of a new Pupil. +. This 
kind Contention among them, who ſhould be moſt 
civil to a Stranger, gave me favourable Impreſſions - 
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of them. I had not waited long before  Bupbravor | \ 
came, for ſo I ſhall call him, who received me with 
open Arms, and welcomed me to his Houſe with all | : 
the Tenderneſs of a Parent. From the very firſt |! 
Sight, I felt a Reverence for him; for with a tall 
- ſtately. Perſon, he has ſo commanding and compoſed | 
2 Countenance, that he brought to my Mind that 1 
Dignity of Aſpect ſo much celebrated by the An- 
- tients. After a ſhort Converſation, he appointed an 
Apartment proper for my Reception, and ordered | 
his Servants to attend me with all proper Care. 


DIALOGUES. 


( II ) 


DIALOGUEL 


OON after my Arrival I walked into the Gu 
den with Sophron, the only Acquaintance T had 
in the Academy before I came thither, and by 
whoſe Advice I quitted the other Places of Educati- 
on, both Schools and Academies, in which I had 
been hitherto trained, for the Sake of finiſhing my 
Education under Euphranor. 
Sophron is a young Gentleman of the mildeft Ac. b 
peQ, and a proportionable Sweetneſs of Manners. 
He has naturally a rich Vein of Fancy, and a happy 
Facility of Expreflion, that will qualify him for be- 
ing one of the fineſt Speakers in Great Britain. Hig 
great Talent lies in Hiſtory, Poetry, and the fine 
Arts, to which he joins a Maſtery in the Claſſical 
Learning, ſurprizing for his Age. His Memory is 
large and tenacious. And his Knowledge is not 
hoarded up by him as an uſeleſs Treafure, but he 
Can, with an admirable Dexterity, apply the Expe- 
rience of antient and modern Times to the Uſe of 
Life and Entertainment of Company ; either con- 
firming general Obſervations by Inſtances from Hiſ- 
tory, or .enlivening Converſation with an Account 
of real Characters and Manners. Sophron has a 
Heart ſuſceptible of the tendereſt Paſſions, and from 
ſeveral ſtrong Symptoms, his Friends are apt to ſuſ- | 
pect him to be either naturally of an amorous Caſt, | 


12 DI ALOOGUEsS concerning 
or that he has met with ſome Diſappointment in 
Love. Sometimes he will fall a muſing in Company, 
at others run from it for Days, and for the moſt Part 
loves Solitude, and indulges Contemplation, which, 
we do not imagine, is always upon Scientific Subjects: 
hence he frequently goes under the Name of the Lo- 
ver, à Title he bears with great Good-nature and 
Pleaſantry. - | 

After a few Turns in the Garden I aid to him, 
Pray, Sophron, let me hear your real Opinion of Eu- 
pbranor, and of the Genius and Inſtitutions of that 
Society of which he is Head. From the firſt Time 
I ſaw him, I was delighted and truck with his Ap- 
pearance ; for tho' his Aſpe& has ſomething awful 
in it, I thought it tempered with a Sweetneſs and 
Affability, that encourages the Addreſſes of the moſt 
_ The Character, replied Sophron, of the Maſter 
- hall I call him, or Father of our Society, does not 
I affure you, belie his Appearance. You have ob- 
ſerved a Dignity in his Air and Carriage, that com- 
mands Deference and Reſpect; but it is not the Au- 
thority of the Maſter that ſtrikes ſo much, as the real 
Concern and Benevolence of the Friend, which ap- 
pears in his minuteſt Actions; the Conſequence of 
which is, that, tho' he be highly reverenced, he is 
ſtill more beloved by all his Pupils. They liſten to 
all his Inſtructions as to Oracles of Wiſdom, and his 
Advice is, in a Manner, a Law to them. He is a 
Man of ſuperior Talents, very learned withal, and 
underſtands moſt of the antient and modern Lan- 
guages. To a profound Skill in Philoſophy and the 


Mathematics he joins an elegant Taſte of the Claſſic 
Writers. 5 | f 


TI reckon 


Hiſtory. And, which is no mean nor uſelefs Talent 


Dill. I. EDUCATION. 13 
1 reckon it, faid I, the Mark of à very happy 


Genius, when one has a Maſtery in Things which 


require ſuch different Talents, and which we find 


ſo rarely united. A Barrow, a Newton, or a 


Clarke, are not the Productions of every Age. 
But pray Sir, go on. 

Were Eupbranor, Sophron ordcetided, en to 
aſſume the Character, he has the Qualifications ne- 
ceſſary for an able Divine, being deeply verſed in 
Scripture, and in Eccleſiaſtic as well as Prophane 


in any Station, he is likewiſe a Maſter in Life and 


Manners, and can Paint their Varieties with great 


Juſtneſs and Spirit. —— But tho' thus qualified 
for the ſacred Office, he reckons he can do better 
Service, by laying the Foundations of Religion and 
Virtue in a good Education, and by tincturing the 
Youth of his Country with'the trueſt Principles of 


Learning and good Manners, and a deep Senſe of 


the Obligation to all Social and religious Duties. 
But his chief Excellency is, that his Example con- 
tains more perſuaſive and emphatic Leſſons than all 
his Precepts. This procures him the true Love and 
Eſteem of all who know him. Theſe, my Friend, 
are a few Hints, and but very imperfect ones, of 
this good Man's Character. It would require a more 
maſterly Hand than mine to draw him at full Length. 
and do Juſtice, at the ſame Time, to the noble Ori- 
ginal. You muſt be intimate with him yourſelf, to 
know all his Worth 

Few and imperfect as theſe Hints are, replied I, 
I am already greatly in Love with ſo fair a Picture, 
and ſhall not enjoy myſelf much, till I am better ac- 
quainted with the amiable Original. 
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That you may ſoon be, ſaid Sophron ; for no one 
is eaſier of Acceſs to all his Pupils. It is a Delight 
to him to ſee them court his Acquaintance. 
But pray, Sopbron, ſaid I, who are his Aſſiſtants, 
and what i is their Character and their Buſineſs under 
him? | 
| Beſide inferior Uſhers, replied Sophron, he has 
one principal Aſſiſtant, who is his Second in the 
higher Parts of Education, and is, in every Reſpect, 
a very amiable and accompliſhed Man. 

TI beg, Sir, ſaid I, you will let me more particu- 
larly i into his CharaQer. 
Know then, anſwered Sophron, that he is a Gen- 
tleman of great Probity and truly qualified for edy- 
cating Youth in the moſt ſubſtantial Parts of Learn- 


0 ing. He was, in the firſt Part of his Life, engaged 


in Buſineſs, and well acquainted with the World; ſo 
that he has not more converſed with Books than with 
Men, to which I have heard him aſcribe his attain- 
ing a more uſeful Knowledge than is acquired mere- 
ly by Reading. He has read the Ancients with 
great Taſte, and is acquainted with the beſt modern 
Books: but is particularly converſant with Writers 
of Morals and Government, to which he adds an 


extenſive Knowledge of Hiſtory; he is an excellent 


Accomptant, and a Maſter in experimental Philo- 
ſophy. As he travelled with a Gentleman of For- 


tune, he had the beſt Opportunities to ſee foreign 
Countries, and was no idle Spectator of their Man- 


ners. For he has made very ingenious and curious 
Obſervations on many Places, where he hath been, 
and has laid up a Set of the wiſeſt Maxims for the 
Conduct of Life. One Thing remarkable in his 


Character is, that, tho' he had converſed with Men 


of 


DIL. I. EDUCATION. 13 
ſuch different Sentiments and Characters, as the ſe- 
veral Nations he has viſited produce, and might, 
therefore, be ſuppoſed to have acquired” a Spirit of 
eaſy Conformity, pliable to all Sorts of Principles, 
Faſhions and Manners, yet he adheres: ſo ſtrictly to 
Truth, and is ſo preciſely honeſt in his Conduct, 
that he will not ſtoop to ſay or do any one Thing 
that ſeems in the leaſt to border on Falſehood or Diſ- 
ingenuity : old-faſhioned in nothing elſe, but-an an- 
tiquated Kind of Plainneſs and Sincerity, which al- 
lows him to ſpeak only what he thinks true, and to 
do what he believes right, whether it be faſhionable 
or not. 
A rare Character, indeed, d I, interrupting 
Saphron, eſpecially in one, who hath ſeen the World, 
and who, it might be expected, ſhould have attain- 
ed that high Strain of Politeneſs, which ſubdues the 
Scruples of a rigid Honeſty, and ſubſtitutes a cer- 
tain Decorum of Behaviour in the Room of Principle 
But pray go on. I beg pardon for interrupting you. 
Nay, Simplicius, you are welcome to interrupt 
me, as oft as you pleaſe ; the more Freedom of that 
Kind, the better. But I aſſure you, Philander, for 
that is the Name he generally goes by among his 
Friends, as denoting that fingular Humanity which 
is ſo natural to him; Philander, I ſay, is fo far from 
having reached that ſublime Pitch of Politeneſs you 
talk of, that, on the contrary, he diſdains ſome of 
our modern Refinements, and what we ſometimes 
call Elegance of Manners, he terms falſe Breeding. 
In a Word, Uni equus Virtuti atg; ejus Amicis, is 
| his Character, and in a Manner his Rule of Action; 
and whatever will not ſquare with it, he reckons 
Knayery, however it may be complimented or dig- 
nified 


* 
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dignified. He is peculiarly fond of young People, 
in whom he diſcerns any Thirſt after Knowledge, or 
the leaſt Dawnings of Ingenuity and Goodneſs. He 
loves to form ſuch Minds, enters into their Studies, 
and Views, and leads them on, Step by Step, in 
their Enquiries. A Knot of theſe in the Academy, 
be uſes to call his little Nurſery, which he hath 
planted with his own Hand. And indeed he takes 
great Pains about them, opens their Minds by De- 


of the young Plants put forth the Buds of Knowledge 
and Virtue earlier than ordinary. He fays it makes 
him bode well of the coming Age, and hope for an 
uncommon Harveſt of rich Diſcoveries and various 
Actions. O!] Simplicius, you cannot imagine how 
much he is beloved by all. 


amiable Qualities about him. I am delighted with 
the Proſpect of living and ſtudying under the Direc- 
tion of ſuch able Teachers, and Men, in every Re- 


you, if you will inform me of their Method of teach- 
ing, and of the Orders of your Society. 

The Genius of our Society, returned 8 is 
the moſt free and philoſophical that can be; and we 
are taught more in the Way of Converſation than in 


forehand, what Subjects are to be canvaſſed and de- 
bated at next Meeting. That we may be riper on 
theſe, Euphranor recommends to us the beſt Books 
which treat of them. He urges and accuſtoms us to 
- tart Queſtions, and propoſe our Difficulties in every 
Subject be bandles. For he does not ſeem to be 
afraid, either of diminiſhing his Authority by his 
», Openneſs 


.grees, and is delighted beyond Meaſure, when any 


Ide dat wonder that be is; id I, with all thoſe | 


ſpect, fo accompliſhed. Now, I ſhall be obliged to 


a formal didactic Manner. We generally know be- 


9 
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Openneſs and Familiarity with his Scholars, or of 
expoſing his Character, as a Teacher, by allowing 


dem to grapple with him in free Debate. He often 


ſays that a Man may beſt diſcover his own Strength 
and Dexterity in cloſe Fight, and that. he acquires 
more Improvement and Skill, in ſuch familiar Con- 
ferences than in the moſt formal and ſet Diſcourſes. 
Beſide, TI have often heard him no leſs modeſtly, than 
ingenuouſly confeſs, that we, by our unexpected 


Queſtions, and thick Repartees, do ſometimes give 


him ſurpriſing Hints, and caſt an unuſual Light on 
intricate Subjects, or at leaſt put him upon more 
accurate and thorough Diſcuſſion of them, then he 
would otherwiſe have eſſayed. As he is a great 
Admirer, he is no leſs a Practitioner of the Socratic 
Method of Teaching, by putting Queſtions to his Pu- 
pils, and reaſoning with them from thoſe Principles 
they already know. This he reckons the ſureſt Me- 
thod, becauſe it is gradual and flow, and they are 
ſenſible of every Step of the Progreſs ; and likewiſe 
the moſt delightful, becauſe they ſeem all the While 
to be inſtructing or confuting themſelves; a Circum- 
ſtance that conceals, in a good Meaſure, that Appear- 
ance of Superiority which is generally diſcouraging 
in the directer Methods of Inſtruction. By thus put- 
ing us upon the Exerciſe of our Knowledge, he ſays, 
he frequently increaſes his own, and never attains 
fuch a Preciſion and Maſtery of his Ideas, as when 
he is obliged to range and digeſt them for our Uſe, 
and has communicated them to us. | 4x 
I am very much of Euphranor's Opinion, ſaid I 
for we are very apt to take up with confuſed Notions | 
of Things, or to fancy they are clear before. we ex- 
preſs them to others; but when we come to that 
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Trial, we often find little or nothing, in what we 
thought of great Importance, and therefore are after- 


wards obliged to aſcertain and diſtinguiſh our Ideas 
more accurately. 


When, proceeded Sophron, Euphranor gives us 


Lectures i in a more formal and continued Strain he 
- makes Pauſes at proper Diſtances, and, with an en- 
| couraging Kind of Look, aſks'us if we have thorough- 


ly comprehended his Meaning, or. have any Excep- 
tions againſt what he advanced ; ang endeavours, by 
all Means to engage us in making Obſeryations, and 
diſcourſing on the Point in Hand. Tis expected of 
all the Students, that they ſhould have Diſcourſes 


now and then, before their Maſter, or to a Circle of 


their Companions ; but it is left to themſelves to 
chuſe the Subject, and the Time which ſuits them 
beſt. Sometimes you ſhall ſee one begin to read to 4 
ſmall Circle in the Library, or perhaps in the Gar- 
den, or wherever a Cluſture happen to be got toge- 
ther; but ere he has done, he ſhall have drawn a 
Croud about bim, who make their Remarks upon 


| what they have heard, with great Plainneſs and 


Freedom. By Degrees the Debate grows warm, the 
Company take Part. for, or againſt the Declaimer, 
Opinions are weighed, and Arguments formed on 
the one Side or the other, without Regard to Autho- 
rity or Party, according to the Capacity or Inclination 
of the ſeveral Combatants. To ſee them you would 
imagine you were tranſported into the old Academy, 
or Portico at Athens, where the Philoſophers taught, or 
talked Philoſophy in the moſt familiar and unaſſuming 
Manner. Here you may ſee a Reſemblance of their 
Suſpence of Judgment, of their Freedom of Enquiry», 


that Patience of Debate and Contradiction, that Cau- 


tion 


tion not to be deceived, and that noble Facility of 
confeſſing and retracting, when one has been in the 
Wrong. Here every one may follow his on Ge- 
nius, and that Method of Study he moſt approves 
of. He may be of this or that Sect of Philoſophy he 
thinks moſt rational, a Peripatetic or à Stoic, a. Fol- 
lower of Deſcartes or Sir 1ſaac Newton. The grand 
Principle by which we profeſs to be governed in our 


Idioms of Language. Others ſeek Improvement in 
mathematical-Knowledge, whoſe Buſineſs it is to in- 
vent Problems, to deduce Theorems, to meaſure 
Quantity, and analyze the Laws of Nature. Some 
deal in chymical, and other experimental Operations, 
| and by variouſly ſubduing and torturing Matter, diſ- 
cover its ſeyeral Properties, Relations and Effects. 
E110 There are other Artiſts of a more viſionary Turn, 

; who ſpin ingenious Cobwebs out of their own. Brain, 
ſketch out Fables, and Allegories, and Viſions, and 
manufacture the ſeveral Kinds of Poetry. In their 


poetic 


”” MF Enquiries, is to doubt till we are convinced, and to 
4 = yield no Degree of Aſſent, ſuperior to the Evidence 
* or Proof alledged. No Regard is paid to Names, or 
„ mere Authority, however great, in Philoſophy; 
7 we feel none of the Reſtraints or Biaſs of Syſtems. 
4 No-Embargoes are laid upon any Branch of Know- 
. ledge ; all Monopolies are diſcouraged. - The Com- 
4 merce of Letters is alike open to all, every one may 
: chuſe his Side, or-oppoſe juſt as he pleaſes. Hence 
F it happens, that our Society is ſplit into ſeveral leſſer 

Companies or Clubs, who apply to ſome particular 
: Branches of literary Commerce, to which their Ge- 
nius inclines them moſt. Some are Dealers in Words, 
weigh their Force, Significance and Beauty, and 
ö compute the Value and Propriety of the ſeveral 
b 


\ 
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of their Fellow Creatures. In fine, there is no Branch 
of Literature from which we are ſecluded, no Kind 


our men Benefit, or that of others. 

Then, I ſuppoſe, ſaid I, you are provided with 
proper Tools and Advantages, for - thoſe ſeveral 
Kinds of Manufacture, and able Workmen in each 
Kind, to direct and aſſiſt the raw and unexperienced. 
We are not ill provided with either, replied So- 
Fhron ; we have a particular Apartment for experi- 
mental Lectures, and a neat Apparatus of Inftruments 
for all the Branches of natural Philoſophy ; tis there 
 Philander gives a very ingenious Set of Lectures in 
the experimental Way. We have a tolerable Labo- 
*ratory too for chymical Experiments, where one 
Conftant, of whom 1 may give you an Account after- 


have likewiſe a Chamber for Diſſection, where Eu- 


ſome of the principal Parts and Functions of the ani- 
mal Syſtem, though be does not pretend to go through 
à compleat Courſe of Anatomy. One of the Uſhers 
_ teaches Languages and the Claſſics, and, by that 
Means, intereſts us in the moſt diſtant Scenes of 
Aion: So that while a Demoſthenes thunders, or a 
nm Cicero charms, or a Livy paints, we enter into the 
Characters of Men, and Interefts of Nations, we take 
part with the Aen. fift their Counſels, ſhare their 

Fortun© 


| Poetic and moral Looms, many -amufing Tales, 
Poems and rough Drafts of Plays, have been wrought 
which are diſperſed with no ſmall Approbation over 
the Academy. Not a few are Dealers in Politics and 
Hiſtory, nay and take upon them, Simplicius, to mo- 
del States, and plan out Utopian Laws for the Good 


of Materials, which we do not work and poliſ for 


warde, performs, and is no mean Operator. We 


phraner himſelf frequently performs, and ſhews us 
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Fortunes, and, in x Manner, live oer the buſy 
+ Scene. | I am. obliged ſometimes, how unequal ſoever 

to the Taſk; to read Lectures on Hiſtory and Anti- 
quities. In ſhort, ſuch. is the Conſtitution of the 
Academy, that no ſenior Pupil. is. exempted. from 
taking his Turn of teaching, now and then, ſome 
of the inferior Claſſes; bur he may chuſe the Subjef 
of his Diſcourſes. 

1 told Sophron, I admired this Conftitution exceed: 
ingly ; as it induces a, Kind of Neceſſity of Applica- 
tion, and not only puts a Man upon exploring the 
Bent of his Genius, but makes him read with great 
Severity, and ſearch to the Bottom of a Subject, 
when he knows that bis Sentiments will be caaraſied 
by others with a rigid Scrutiny. 
ri- However, ſaid Sopbron, this Conſtitution has been 
ats thought ſo ſevere, that ſome have leſt our Society be- 
fore their Courſe was expired, that they might not-be 
obliged to undertake. a Taſk, for which they knew 
themſelyes fo ill- qualified, I had like to have forgot 
mentioning one advantageous - Circumſtance,” which; 
methinks, contributes not a little to our Improvement; 
that Gentlemen of the firſt Rank in the Town and 
Neighbouthood, do us often the Honour to viſit our 
Academy, and think it not beneath them to take a 
part in our free familiar Converſations, and to give us 
their Aſſiſtance and Advice, particularly in making 
Experiments. To their Favour our Maſter recom- 
mends us with a peculiar Warmth and Tenderneſs. 

I doubt not, ſaid I, but by the Advantage of their 
Converſation, you will contract a more liberal, inge- 
nuous and manly Turn, both of Mind and Manners, 
and have your Views conſiderably opened in many 
Branches of Literature, by the Delicacy and Juſtneſs 
of 
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of their Sentiments, which they communicate co 
frankly. This, Sophron, is a noble Advantage indeed, 
much to be wiſhed for, but how rarely enjoyed by the | 4 
"Youth! Either it ſhews a ſingular Humanity in them, 
or that they have à very particular, Eftcem and Vene- | 
ration for Eupbranor. I 
Vour Remark-is juſt, ſaid ae for indeed the 
Wie” Man 1s wonderfully beloved, nay careſſed by 
all the Gentry of the Country, who look upon him 
as the common Father and Former of the Vouth, and 
one of the beſt Supports of the finking Virtue of our | 
Age. And methinks it is no mean Proof of their 
own Merit, that they know ſo well to eftimate Eu- 
phranor's, and condeſcend ſo generouſly to mix with O1 
his Pupils, and aid their aſpiring Deſigns in the Road al 
to Learning and Virtue: Beſide theſe Places M 
already named, andthe grand common Hall, for the W. 
more ſolemn Times of Teaching, there are lefſer in 
Apartments for the ſeveral Arts, either for conver- pi 
ſing or hearing Lectures upon them. One of them w 
is called the Oratory, where all Matters of Eloquence di 
are debated. Another the Prytaneum, where Mo- Tl 
rals, Hiſtory, and Politics, are fully handled. A u] 
third is allotted for Poetry and the fine Arts, thoſe la 
eſpecially which required a Hand. This is called the 
Chamber of Deſign : tis filled with the beſt Prints, 
ſeveral Statues and Buſts. Another is reſerved for 
mathematical Studies, and for Obſervations of all 
Kinds with Glaſſes. We call it the Obſerwatory, and 
it is in the Cupulo of the Houſe. There is one for 
Mechanics, Agriculture and Gardening, where. are 
to be ſeen various Models of Machines and uſeful * 
Inſtruments. All have free Acceſs, and at all times, | 
to thoſe ſeveral Apartments, and may converſe with , 
: the | 
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the beſt Maſters in each Way, which our Society af- 
fords; but none are forced to go thither, or to en 
ter upon a Courſe of Study which they do not reliſh. 
In the Oratory there is an open Kind of Pulpit, three” 
or four Feet higher than the Floor, to Which you 
may aſcend on all Sides. It is not incloſed round, fo 
the chat the Speaker has Nothing to obſtruct the Motion 
by of his Arms, and is ſeen from Head to Foot. We 
him mount it, when we are about to recite or declaim'; 
and and here too we perſonate ſome of the greateſt Cha- 
our WF raQters of ancient and modern Times, à Solon, 2 
heir WW Timeleon, a Brutus, a Cato, a Pelopidas, and "make 
Eu- extemporaty Replies to each other, thus inveſted in 
vith our borrowed CharaQers. We think this a benefici- 
oad al Practice, both to raiſe our Ideas, to inflame our 
aces Minds with an Emulation of their Virtues, and like- 
the wiſe to acquire a Facility and Copiouſneſs in ſpeak- 
fer 8. ing The open Structure and Elevation of our Pul- 
ver- pit is thought to conduce to our Learning to ſtand 
hem with an erect Poſture, and to ſpeak with a more eaſy 
nce diſengaged Air. If any of the Society have any cu- 
Mo- rious or important Queſtion to propoſe, it is hung 
A up, for the Conſideration of all, on one of the Pil- 
hoſe lars at the further End of the Library, for the Space 
the of a Month; during which Time, any Member may 
nts, bring in his Solution of the Queſtion. If, after that 
Time is elapſed, none have offered any Anfwer, 
the Queſtion i is taken down and the Propoſer is oblig- 
ed to read it in the Preſence of the whole Academy, 
and to give the beſt Solution of it he is able. If his 
Solution is not approved by the Majority, the Queſ- 
tion is wrote down in the academical Book, 'in 
the Liſt of Defiderate Academica. If it be thus 
* the Propoſer has the ſame Honours paid 
him 
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bim as any other, who had reſolved the Queſtion, | 


the Perſon who has folved-it,. has peculiar Honour 2 
paid him by the Society. The Votes of the Society 
are taken by Ballot, the Names of the ſeveral. Can- 
didates being inſcribed on ſeveral Bits of Paper. 
While I am upon this, 1 cannot forbear mentioning 
to you another Uſage of our Society, which ſerves, 
not a. little, to awake our Ambition and Induſtry. 
Whoever has invented any Theory; or made any 
Diſcovery, that has the Air of Novelty, or contri- 
ved any Model of an Inftrument, or Machine, which 
is either new, or, in any Reſpect, perfecter than it 

— hangs it up to View on the other Pillar, 
at the upper End of the Library, where it is likewiſe 
for the Space of a Month, expoſed to the Inſpection 
and particular Examination of ail. At the End of 
dhe Month, the Society teſtify their Approbation or 
Diſlike of it by Ballot, in the ſame Way the Royal 
Society admit or refuſe Members. If the Majority 
approve of it, it is enrolled in the Book, which 
contains the Inventa. Academica, and the In- 
ventor's Name is affixed in Letters of Gold. Beſide 
other Privileges which he obtains, he is allowed what 
is reckoned no ſmall Honour, to preſent a. Bock to 
the Library with his Coat of Arms upon it. He 
has likewiſe beſtowed on him the Prize of a Copper 
Medal caft in the Academy, with the Model of the 


One F 
*q 
0 
F 


with this Addition, that his Name is recorded in the 3 | 
Book of Queſtions. When ſeveral Solutions are ot- . 
fered, they are all read in the ſame ſolemnm Manner! 
and. the Majority of Votes determines who has given 
the beſt Solution. Upon which, the Propoſer ſets 
forth the Merit of having ſolyed the Queſtion, and 


Inftrument, or a Device ſuitable to the Subject on the ; 
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7 ne Side, choſen by him who gains the Prize, I 
the Ind a Figure of the Academy on the Reverſe, 
ick this Inſcription, which is over the Entry to 
Ine Academy, Pro Patria. Sometimes Eupbranor . 
Hangs up Queſtions, in the ſame public Manner 
I > be reſolved by us, and, according to the > Impor- ; 
ace of the Queſtion, or the Ingenuity of the So- 
Mution, either Rewards of the former Kind are aſ- 
WWigned, or Eupbranor diſtributes Medals, and chuſes 

hat Device he thinks proper. Thoſe Medals are 
alued at an high Rate, beingſeſtimated, not by the 
orth of the Metal, but by the Impreſſion they 

bear, ſo honourable to the Poſſeſſor; like thoſe . 
Crowns among the Ancients, "which, though of . 
Night Materials, . imported ſome extraordinary Merit 
in thoſe who won them, and therefore, were "AC- 
counted the moſt honourable Badges any could wear. 
I cannot, ſaid I, help looking on thoſe Honours - 
that are conferred on Heroes of a peaceful and We 
ventive Strain, as fairer and more laſting than all the P 
Crowns and Wreaths of the moſt triumphant Con- 
querors either won in War, or at their celebrated 
Games; as the former are Badges of Ingenuity and 1 
Art, che latter of Strength chiefly and Valour; and 

as it is more honourable to have been the Author f 
Inventions, which are of univerſal and immortal 
Zenefit, or of beautiful Theories, than to have ra- 
vaged Nations, or conqusred Provinces. | 

Be that as it will, returned Sophron, thoſe. Pries 

are immenſely valued, and have a mighty Effect up- 

Pn the Minds of the Pupils in kindling an uncommon 
\rdor of Study, and an Ambition to excel, and de- 
ſerve ſuch diſtinguiſhed Honours. . bas tt wy © 


> 
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I muſt own, replied I, I cannot help admiring 
+ thoſe excellent Inſtitutions of Euphranor, and doubt 
not but they muſt promote a very free, philoſophi- 3 
cal, and generous. Spirit of Enquiry. - I think them 
particularly calculated to encourage and give fair 
Scope to, the Natural Efforts of Genius, which can Y 
never "riſe to any Thing - eminent or maſterly. 1 
it be checked, or any wiſe. diſcouraged in its firſt 
Propenſities. But both the. Liberty which prevails 
here, and the Rewards that accompany the generous 4 
Exertions of Genius, cannot fail to call forth its 
moſt latent Seeds, and ripen them to a full Growth. 
As T preſume; however, you do not ſpend your | 
whole Time in Study, what Exerciſes or Diverſions | 
do you uſe? | 
'They are of yarious Kinds replied 8 but 
we ſeldom indulge them, till the main Buſineſs of the 
Day is over. The Morning is entirely deyoted to 
Study, and it is looked upon as the Mark of an in- 
dolent or fauntering Diſpoſition, when any employ 
the Hours of Study at Play. Our Diverſions are 
Bowling [for we have a fine large Bowling-Green in 
our Garden] Angling, Fowling, Hunting, Billiards, 
and riding out, on Parties of Pleaſure, to ſome of 
the neighbouring little Towns or Villages. When 
the Weather will not permit us to go abroad, we 
amuſe ourſelves with Draughts or Cheſs, by which | 
Games we both relieve and employ the Mind, and | 
gain a Habit of Attention, which is reckoned no 
Enemy to the ſuperior Kinds of Contemplation. | 'Y 
Eupbranor recommends all theſe innocent Amuſe- 
ments, as proper to unbrace the Mind, that it may 3 
act with more Vigour, when it is bent again, but ſe- q 
verely forbids, and puniſhes all immoderate Indul- 
gence | ; 
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gence of them. For all the Diverſions we uſe are 


bt 1 never conſidered as any Part of Buſineſs, but as Re- 


laxations both neceſſary, and e to our prin- 
cipal Employments. | 

'Tis certainly, ſaid I, a great Art la Life to know 
now to mix its Amuſements and Buſineſs diſcreetly 
ſo as to have no vacant Hour, and to make the one 
IJ relieve and prepare for the other. But pray, Sophron 
WF have you any Thing elſe to obſerve en KRegard 
to the Inſtitutions of your Society? r 

Ves, my Friend, replied Sophron, 1 wr not yet 
mientivhied what appears to me of principal Impor- 
tancey in its Conſtitution; T mean the Tendency and 
joint Concurrence of all its Orders and Regulations 
to form, not ſo much good Scholars, as good Men; 
ſo that our College is to be conſidered, rather 45 a 
School of Manners, than of Literature; Where the 
Vouth are trained, not merely fot this or that parti 
cular Profeſſion, but for being ſober, honest, and 
beneficent- Creatures, in any Rank or Station of 
Life, in which Providence may place them. There- 
fore Euphranor keeps a ſtrict Eye over the Morals of 
his Pupils, and leads the Way himſelf to che Pradlice 
of every Virtue, not by rigid Precept or füllen 
Advice, but by the moſt infinuatiug Converſation 
and Example. Yu cannot behold Him, f. in his moſt 
ordinary Actions, without a certain Degree of Ve- 
neration ; he goes about them with ſuch an Air of 
Compoſure and manly Dignity, wherein Goodneſs, 
not Statelineſd, is the chief lugredicht. "He Arie - 
ly ſober,” and-tather rigid in his own: Diet, and ſe- 
verely practiſes that frequent Abſtinence he ſo warm- 
ph recommends to us. And indeed our Table is 
* urn _ frugal, without any Euxury or Variety 
| © 3 of 


/ 


| of Diſhes ; inelined more to the light Diet of 3 
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Forus than to the groſs Food of an Engliſh Table, as 
being thought more friendly to Study than, the o- 
ther. Tis much if a Perſon eſcapes the Title of an 


.. Epicure, who cannot faſt at leaſt once a Week. 


os What, ſaid I, whether his anden will ſhear 
it or not? 


Ay, Simplicius, unleſs che 8 fogular 


for a ſtrong Conſtitution can never be hurt by it, and 
à weak one, it is preſumed, will be rather ſtrength- 
ened than impaired by it. And when any have once 
tried the Practice, it is a difficult. Matter to perſuade 
them out of i it; they call it high Luxury, and ſay, 
they have found it of as great Benefit to the Mind, 


as, to the Body, in the Flow of Spirits, eaſy gay 
Conceptions, and light Dreams, which have never 
failed to accompany it. He who can faſt' longeſt, 


and does it ofteneſt, is thought the | beſt conſtituted 


_ for Virtue, and public Service. Frequent and ſome- 


times ſevere Exerciſes, particularly Bathing. in cold 


Weather, Digging, Planting, and other Buſineſs in 


Gardening and . Huſbandry, Felling and Cleaving 


Wood, Working at the Turner's Loom, or at the 
Shops of Artificers, and the like, are both recom- 


x _ mended and uſed, as proper to form a ſtrong, hardy 


Habit of Body, and a-ſound, firm Tempera- 
ment of Mind. But Eupbranor is, above all Things, 


ſolicitous to inſpire his whole Family, (for he is par- 


ticularly fond of calling us by this Name) with the 
bighbeſt Notions and ſtrongeſt Feelings of a ſteady 
| Regard for the Public, and of our Connection with 
Society. Accordingly, the whole Genius and Inſti- 
tutions of our Family breath a ſocial and public 
Spirit. Nay, , the — in its F oundation and 

4 Principles 
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4 Principles, is in the very Spirit and Taſte of a Stor | 
\ ta, or old Rome. Beſide "thoſe Inſtances already 
mentioned, there are ſevetal others, in Which each 
Member of the Communfty hasta Right to vote, de- 
termine, i.ele&, and propofe Watever he ſhall thitk 
conducive - to- tlisꝰ Good of "the'Whoke. The Free- 
domof Speech and Debate, I ſaid, "Was ünfveffal; 
; and the higheſt Honouts and Preferments in the Aca- 
d demy are alike open and free to all. Hence all dome 
= to have the Notion of A Public, or free "Conftituti- 
e on, are ſenſible of their Relation to it, and of the 
e Rights and Intereſts they ſhare as Members of it. 
By this and many other ſuch Images Fuphramr is at 
immenſe Pains to open and 2 our Views to the 
Conception of a larger Polity, that of out Country ; 
and the ſtill more comprehenſive one of Mankind. 
Here I cannot help mentioning to you a folemn 'Ce- 
remony which you muſt © be Witneſs to ere. Jong: 
and in which you will be nearly concerned. 
the Ceremony of Admiſfion, or of Initiation, as we 
ſometimes chll it. But I believe I had better forhear 
deſcribing it at preſent, that it may wes more pow 
erful Effect, when it is performed. 
| Nay rather, ſaid I, let me hear 2 pen Ac- 
count of it, that l er be fans but come 
prepared tot. N 
Know then, —— buchen, chat ĩt W petend- 
ed in an Apartment yon have not yet ſeen, and 
which none are permitted to ſee before the Day of 1 
nitiation. At che upper End of the Chamber 1s 
raiſed an open Frame made of Oak, to which you 
aſcend by ſeveral Steps. It has the Appearance of a 
Throne. On the right Side of the Throne is pla- 
. on the left, that of Liber). 
2 Above 
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Members of Society; 
Inſtitutions were contrived expreſly with this View ; 
— that all their Studies and Exerciſes, nay,.and 
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Above them is this Inſcription ſet in Letters of 
_ Gold, Public Virtue and Liberty. Next the Statue 
of Virtue ſtand a few Buſtos of ſome of the famous 


| Law-givers of Antiquity, Moſes, | Charondas, Solon, 


E Heurgus, and others. On the Side of Liberty are 
placed its moſt eminent AſſertorsPelapidas, 
: Timoleon, Rrutus, and ſeveral others. Next the 
Law-givers you ſee a few of the Inventors and Im- 
. Provers of uſeful Arts and Sciences, among the An- 
_ cients and Moderns. On the Side of the Friends to 
| Liberty, are ſet the Heads of ſome of the moſt ce- 
lebrated Maſters of Politics, ancient and modern. 
Among others are Plato, Ariſtotle, Sir Thomas More, 
Harrington, Sidney. The Candidate for Admiſſion 
has a Copy of the Oath of Initiation given him a 


Week before he takes it; but it is left to his own 


Choice, whether he will * it or not. For the Ob- 


ligation muſt be entirely voluntary. Upon the Day 
of Initiation, the whole Society aſſembles in the Ad- 


miſſion-Cbamber. Euphranor places himſelf on the 
Throne. Then is the Candidate introduced by two 
of the ſenior Pupils, and ſet down in a Chair at the 
lower End of the Floor. When he is ſeated, Eu- 


Phranor informs him, with a peculiar Solemnity of 
Voice and 


Manner, of the original Deſign of ereQ- 
ing the Academy, namely to inſtruct and form the 
. Youth for being good Citizens, Countrymen, and 
that all its Orders and 


the whole Circle of Arts and Sciences, are only va- 


Juable and honourable, as they are ſubſervient to 


this grand Purpoſe ; that, henceforth, he is to 


account himſelf a3 a Part of the Public, and made | 


for 
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of for the Good of others ;————that he is to conſider 
ue the Train of Education, upon which he is now to 
us enter, as a Courſe of Inſtruction and Diſcipline ne- 
u, ceſſary to qualify him for ſerving the Public 
re and finally, that he is always to remember, that he 
*, is a Commoner of Nature, and conſequently ſubjec- 
he ted to the Laws and Orders of the ſupreme Admi- 
n- niſtration; and is a Freeman both in Body and 
N- Mind, and therefore under no Controul but that of 
to - Reaſon, and Authority founded upon it. After 
e- this ſolemn Speech, he is interrogated, whether he 
n. is willing to take the Oath to be propoſed to him. 
e, If he declare his Conſent, he is led forward, by the 
n ſame Pupils who introduced him to the upper End 
of the Chamber, where kneeling on the loweſt Step 

'n of the Throne, Euphranor adminiſters to him the 
J- following Oath: I Swear in the Name of the all- 
y ſeeing Deity, and before theſe Witneſſes, that 1 
2 will henceforth be a Slave to no Set or Party of 
Ie , „Men, that I will eſpouſe no Principles, 
o but ſuch as I believe true, and ſubmit myſelf on- 
* ly to reaſonable Authority, —that I will always 
= “ look upon myſelf as a Part of the Society to 
5 * which I belong, and therefore bound to promote 
t- « jts moſt extenſive Intereſt above all private or per- 

| „ ſonal Views; tho' till in Subordination to the 
d two grand. Societies of my Country and Mankind. 
d * likewiſe ſolemnly declare, that I conſider myſelf 
; * asa Citizen of the intellectual World, and Sub- 
d « ject of its almighty Law-giver and Judge 
j- « that by him I am placed upon an honourable 


0 Theatre of Action, to ſuſtain, in the Sight of mor- 
0 | © tal and immortal Beings, that Character and Part 
e - * which be ſhall aſſign me, in order to my being 
r 2 « trained 
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<<; trained up for Perfection and Immortality; and 


„ ſhall, therefore, from this Time forth devote my 
Life to the Service of God, my Country, and 


„Mankind. As L obſerve chis Oath, may L be ac- 
<<. ceptable to God.“ Such is the Form of the Oath ! 
Here l .aſked Sophron how he felt himſelf affected 


when he took this Oath; for: .. 1 do no Q 

ſtion but you roak it. | Tr: oogi-in 
Tou judge right, replied: Sopbron, ani I can freely 
| confeſs to you, I was greatly ftruck. with the Solem- 


nity and Importance of it, as much as with any Thing 
in my whole Life. It had an Effect upon me ſome- 
thing like that of Inſpiration. I began to look upon 
myſelf as a nobler Creature, than I had hitherto con- 
ceived, and called upon to act a more important Part 
in Life, than I had ever yet dreamt of. I felt an un- 
uſual Vigour added to my Reſolutions. I conſidered 
my Studies in a different and more public Light, and 
purſued them with an Ardor hitherto unkfown to 

' enquired into the Truth with other Kind of 


Eyes, and now began to look upon Science as the 


leaſt Part of my Buſineſs in Liſe. After the 
Oath, Euphranor deſcends from the "Throne, raifes 
the Initiate, and with open Arms welcomes him to 
the Manſion of Liberty and Vittue ; then he preſents 
him to the reſt of the Aſſembly, who all round em- 
brace him. If he decline the Oath, that Part of the 


Ceremony which regards it is omitted, but he is, not- 


withſtanding, informed of his public Connexions, 
and the Deſign of the Academy. But we have few 
Inſtances of any that decline it, it is ſo generally well 


| eſteemed, and reckoned one of the nobleſt Badges 


of philoſophic Freedom. —And indeed it has a fine 
Effe& upon the Minds of the Students, not only in 
* ET inſpiring 
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inſpiring them with grand and noble Sentiments of 
the Public, and of the fundamental Rights and Liber- 
ties of Mankind; but in animating them with an ir- 
reconcileable Averſion to every Species and Degree 
of Bondage, whether intellectual, or civil, and a moſt 
ſovereign Contempt and Scorn of every Thing that 
looks like Tameneſs, or a ſervile Truckling to the 
Opinions or Conduct of others, whether in public or 
private Life. There is Something magnanimous and 

of a public-ſpirited Caſt in their Diſpoſitions; fo that 
I never ſaw a Set of young Men, who deal leſs in 


Compliment, or who diſdain more to flatter either 
their own, or the Vices and Follies of others; but 


they inveigh, with a peculiar Indignation, againſt all 
Kinds of public Vice and Corruption, nor can they 
bear to ſanctify the Fraud and Knavery either of the 
Corrupted, or the Corruptors, with any of thoſe ſoft 
Names by which they are often diſguiſed or palliated. 
For they reckon a public Villain the worſt of Vil- 
lains, and no Set of Mortals more contemptibly little 
than thoſe Men of Rank and Fortune, who. betray 
their Country for a Bribe, and, after they have caſt 
off public Virtue themſelves, laugh at it, as a mere 
Chimæra, in others. 


Upon this, I told Sephron, I could not help. ap- i 


proving a high Senſe of Virtue and public Spirit in 
Youth ; but-may not their Minds be filled with too 

many viſionary Schemes relating to public Life and 
Action, and, in Conſequence of this, be inflamed 
with a romantic Heroiſm, which neither their For- 
tune nor the Situation of Things will ever afford 
them an Opportunity to exert? Have we in our Age 
many Countries in which a true Spirit of Patriotiſm 
has full Scope to exert itſelf? If we have not, might 


it 


— 
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It not be more adviſeable to employ che juvenile Ar- 
Adour on leſs arduous and controverted Matters: 
We have not Time now, repliedd Sephron, to enter 
on lo delicate a Subject; but I can bardly think: it 


" PO üble to work up the Minds of Vouth to too high 1 
A Senſibility and Taſte for Virtue and public Good, you 
er to tog ſtrong a Diſreliſh of Vice and: Proftitution. wil 
Time and Accidents will ſufficiently: mellow that pri! 
Temper, and their Heroiſm, being fixed in its proper yo1 

Station, will act with a Vigour proportionable to that Wit 
Strain to uvhich it was raiſed: + This, as far as I can 
Judge, ſeems to be the Drift of thoſe Academic In- wh 
-Kitutions, which tend to cheriſh this public and high- qu 


ſpixited Caft of Mind. And; further to promote the 
| benevolent Temper, each Student takes his Turn in 
Aiaittributing thoſe Fines which are put into the Cha- 
| Tity-Box,; and is obliged to give an Account to what 
Charitable Uſes hue has laid them ou. 
After the Work of the Day is Ur, the Bell ga- 
ers us into the Chapel, there to perform our Even. 
ung Devotions, Which are never neglefted, whether 
Tupbhranor be preſent or not. Whoever is abſent, 
without a ſufficient Excuſe, forfeits Six-pence. If 
any diſcover a Contempt of thoſe religious Exerciſes, 
Zupbranor expreſſes a peculiar Indignation and Diſ- 
pleaſure at them. For he uſes to ſay, that Want of 
*Reverence to the Deity, eſpecially in Youth, is one 
of the worſt Symptoms of a degenerate Mind; and 
chat he who knowingly fails in his Homage and Gra- 
titude to the Author of his Life, is a Barbarian, and 
might be eaſily tempted to ſtab his Parent, or bettay 
his Friend. Therefore is he, above all Things, ſoli- 
eitous to impreſs our Minds with a ſupreme Reſpect 
and Veneration for an inviſible and governing Os | 
who 


1 
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who made us and all Things. Theſe, Simplicius, are 
3 few Hints concerning our Society, and ite Inſtitu-— | 
tions! but you will ſoon be better acquainted with 
them yourſelf than I can inform your 
I am much pleaſed, Sophron, with the Account 
haye given me. I ſhall be oblige to you, if on 
vill indulge” be with a Ger: Datel Ir form the 
principal Characters in the Academy; — at leaſt 
you are moſt intimate with, that I may know thoſe 
with whom I am to live. 
That, Simplicius, I muſt refer to another Time, 
when I ſhall have more Leiſure to atx your Re. 
o F | 
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<IMPLICTUS having gone to viſit Clera, the fol- 


lowing Converſation paſt between them. 
Simp. 


try? Do you find Things anſwer the Deſcription 
your Friend gave you of it? Do you meet with Na- 
ture every where, without Diſguiſe or colouring of 
Art? Or have not the People in the Country their 
Manner too of covering their Art and Diſingenuity, 


which they reckon polite and genteel, as well as 
thoſe in Town ? 
Cle. Why, truly Sir, I am afraid the Town cor- 
rupts the Country, for thither they bring their Man- 
ners along with them, where they find too many diſ- 
poſed to imitate what they reckon polite and faſhion- 
able; a Stamp the Manners of the Town are 
always ſuppoſed to carry with them. And I believe 
you will confeſs it is eaſy to paſs from admiring to 
imitate Modes, how ridiculous ſoever. 
$imp. But do not you think, Madam, that the 
People of the Country are generally more open and 
ingenuous than thoſe who are bred in great Towns? 
Cleo. Sir, I have not had, as yet, ſufficient Ac- 
quaintance with them, to judge with any Degree of 
— of their * Character. Perhaps they are 
| blynter, 


> 


th 


* 


ell, Madam, how do you like the Coun- : 
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blunter, and leſs aſſuming, than the Town's People, 
whoſe Wits are ſharpened by more frequent Com- 
merce. 4 | dn hy; 
Simp. But are you not of Opinion, Madam, that 
their Character is, in the Main, more natural and 
unaffected, that their Sentiments come mote from 
the Heart; and their Complaiſance, though leſs 
poliſhed, is more genuine, and may be more ſurely 
depended on. | KAI e | 
Cle. I ſuſpect, Sir, if we want to ſee Characters 
quite untainted by Art, we maſt go further from 
Home, and ſeek them among the Nations not infected 
by European Converſe; among whom we ſhall find 
leſs indeed of what we call Manners, but perhaps 
more of Innocence, Friendſhip and Sincerity ; Qua- 
lities, in my Opinion, far ſuperior to the moſt modiſh 
* Refinements. In ſhort, tis among them we may ex- 
pect pure original Nature, without the corrupt Mix- 
ture of Art. 3 
Simp Nature is, doubt lefs, 4 lovely Thing when 
cultivated and improved ; but when naked and un- 
adorned, it does not, methinks, make an engaging 
Figure. She muſt be cloathed, and perhaps mended 
too by Art, to make her truly beautiful. _ 
| Cle. Woll, however unpolite I may be thought, 1 
frankly confeſs, I incline to give the Preference to 
the genuine Originals of Nature, though tuder and 
fimpler in their Appearanee, rather than to Copies, 
that have more Ornament and Jhew, but lefs Reality. 
| Simp. Do not you think, Madam, that there ie 4 
Rudeneſs in its groffer Peatures, which ſhocks inflead 
of pleaſing? I fancy, the rude Couttihyp of one of 
your Indian Originals would give you no very favorr> 
able Opinion of the Delicacy of Nature. Nor would 
Vol. I. D their 
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their Manner of eating, drinking, or receiving one 


another at a Viſit, afford agreeable Ideas of that na- 
tural Simplicity you ſeem ſo much to admire. Their 
immoderate Laughing, extravagant Shouts, coarſe 
Addreſs, and all the booriſh Effuſions of exceſſive 


Mirth, would, I ſuſpect, ſpoil ſome of your Preju- 


dices, in favour of ſimple artleſs Nature, and recon- 


cile you more to your own. European Refinements. 


Cle. You miſtake me much, if you imagine me 
an Enemy to the Improvements of Art; for as much 

as Iam in love with plain Nature, yet I would have 
| her. wear a proper Dreſs; let it only be eaſy and 


becoming. Let it not diſguiſe her natural Beauties, 


nor try to ſupply a ſuppoſed Want, by an affected 


Tinſel or falſe Varniſh. > 
Simp. I find, Madam, you are no leſs PLN to 


condemn thoſe indiſcreet Daubers of Nature, than a - 


favourite Poet is to blame thoſe Pretenders to Wit, 
who. 


| unſhill d to trace, 
The naked Nature and the living Grace, 
- With Gold and Fewels cover every Part, 
Aud bide wh Ornaments e Want of Art. 


J 
But after all, We would you have converſation | 
without. its Ceremonials ? 


Cle. By no Means, Sir; no more than a fine Lady 
appear in public in a Deſhabille. There are Decencies 


in Life to be obſerved. You may call them Im- 


provements upon Nature, but I ſhould think them 


| Nature itſelf, or that becoming Dreſs which diſco- 
2 her faireſt Proportions, and ſhews her to greateſt 


oy - 
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Simp. Would you have us then, Madam, ſay no- 


thing in Converſation but what we think, uſe no 
Words but ſuch as convey our preciſe Meaning, 
and muſt we avoid all Compliments that expreſs more 
than we intend ? Shall we not grow ſad unmannerly 
Creatures, if we obſerve ſuch a punctilious Honeſty, 


and muſt we not forego all polite Converſation, if we 


diſcard thoſe ordinary Forms, that have obtained a 
Right of Preſcription, by long undiſputed Poſleſſion ? 
Cle. I really think, Sir, I ſhould incline to err on 
the ſcrupulous Side. And however leſs agreeable 1 
ſhould be on that Accoant, to the injudicious Ma- 


ny, I imagine, I ſhould not be leſs regarded by the 


ſenfible Few ; nor would my Profeſſions be deemed 
leſs ſincere, becauſe I was ſparing of them. I ſhall 
allow, that Honeſty does not oblige you to ſpeak e- 
very Thing you think, but, methinks, it binds you 
not to ſpeak more or otherwiſe than you think. 

Simp. What Treatment muſt he meet with from 


the Ladies, who forbears all the pretty ſoothing . 


Things you are wont to be entertained with? How 
diſtaſteful would a Converſation be, if ſtript of thoſe 
Flowers 'of Speech, and how ſullen would your 
Beauties look upon us, ,if we did not addreſs you in 


the elegant Formalities the Mode has ſettled ? One 


need not tell downright Untruths, but may we not 
exaggerate a little, where there is good Foundation: 
embelliſh a Feature, and throw; out ſome pretty Ex- 
clamations on a fine Hand, or handſome Face, when 
we are to be repaid with an approving Smile or grace- 


ful Bluſh? Fw 


Cle. It is very well, Sir! You are no ill PraQiitio- 
ner, I find, in your polite Way ——But will you let 


me aſk you ſeriouſly, would you chuſe to talk in a 


D 2 | Strain, 
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Strain, that will deceive or impoſe on an innocent 
unwary Neighbour, or flatter the Vanity of a young 

Creature, who has already a Biaſs ſtrong enough that 
| W ay, by your extravagant Compliments? You do 
not ſeem to apprehend the dangerous Conſequences 
of thoſe pretty Things, nor. how much they may 
; miſſead the more unexperienced of our Sex, to ima- 
gine that your Deſigns are more ſerious and deeper 
than you would care they ſhould be thought. 

Simp. I confeſs, Madam, there is a DiſtinQion 
very neceſſary to be made in the Caſe, as you put it 
between raw young Girls, who are unacquainted 
with the Ways of the World, and would be apt to 
miſtake every ſoft Thing ſaid to them, for a Declara- 
tion of Love, or ſerious Piece of Courtſhip ; and 
thoſe Ladies, who have been much in the World, 
who are thoroughly practiſed in the Arts of Gallan- 
try, and have been accuſtomed to have a great Deal 
of Incenſe offered them. I ſhould look upon it as 
a Piece of horrid Indiſcretion, if not of downright 
Villany, to go about to impoſe on the former, by 
practiſing on their Vanizy or Ignorance. Nor ſhould 
I have any Peace of Mind, if, through my Folly, I 
had contributed to a Lady's having a Paſſion for me, 
or imagining that I had one for her, when I had none. 
But with Regard to thoſe other Ladies, I can ſee no 
Harm in coaxing or cajoling them a little ; for in 
no other Light do I conſider the Compliments made 
them : Whatever high Opinions they may have of 
their own Merit, there is no Danger they will lay any 
great Streſs on Things that come ſo cheap, and 
which are beſtowed with ſo little Diſtin&ion or 
Choice. : 

y Cle. 
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- Cle 1 wiſh your Sex, Simplicius, were always as 
careful to obſerve that DiſtinQion 1 in their Conduct, as 
there is, perhaps, good Ground to make it. But 
how plauſible ſoever your Diſtin ion may be, I do 
not think it will quite clear you Gentlemen Coaxers 
from all Share of Blame. For though Women of real 
Senſe will deſpiſe your empty inſignificant Haran: 
guers, who would daub them over with common- 
place Plaifter, and then laugh at their Credulity ; 
yet many of our Sex are filly enough to be your 
Dupes, and I am afraid few of us are able to reſiſt 
Flattery, when it is artfully couched, and (pred 
with proper Allays. 
+ Simp. Far be it from me, Madam, to defend any 
Kind of Impoſition on your Sex; but, methinks, it 
were too rigid to weigh, with ei Exactneſs, e- 
very gay and complaiſant Thing, that is ſaid by us 
in the Company of the Ladies. Converſation would 
languiſh, and loſe of its Sprightlineſs and Poignancy, 
if the Men were debarred thoſe agreeable cajoling 
Ways, which are really expreſſive of a peculiar Re- 
gard to the Sex, but are perhaps raiſed ſomewhat a 
bove the Truth. | 
Cle. The End of Converſation, as J take it, is 
to be underftood, and to. exchange Sentiments with 
one another for mutual Inſtruction and Pleaſure ; but 
if we make it only a Conveyance of Lies, and Tir 
culation of Fraud, we render it not only uſeleſs, _ 
but alſo hurtful.” And pray, Sir, may we not be ho- 
neſt without being rude. and offenſive? Nay, may 
we not be polite and agreeable, without poliſhing * 
ourſelves out of our old Britiſb Plainneſs and Since- 
rity ? | | 
E 6 + W 
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Simp. I grant, Madam, that the End of Conver- 


ſation is ſuch as you have repreſented it, and think 
I am no Friend to Deceit ; but may we not look up- 


on the ordinary Forms of Civility, and polite Phra- 
ſes, that are uſed by well-bred People, as no more 


than Counters, which though they may glitter and 
amuſe the Eye as much as real Gold, yet none but 
Fools are amuſed with them? Their Value is known, 


and they ſignify juſt as much, and no more, than 


they were at firſt intended to ſtand for. . 

dle. I have heard it ſaid, that thoſe Phraſes we 
commonly uſe, as Humble Servant, and the like, were 
once real Badges or Expreſſions of Servitude, by 
which Inferiors ſignified their Dependance on their 


Superiors, in thoſe 'Times when Vaſſalage prevailed. 


| If ſo, may there not be Something mean in continu- 
ing the Uſe of them, when the Cauſe is happily re- 
moyed ; and might it not be better to uſe thoſe 
which import leſs Subjection, but more of that E- 
quality and Friendſhip which ought to reign in Socie- 
ty ? But it is not ſo much choſe common Forms of 


Speaking, which Cuſtom has made univerſal, that 1 


condemn, as thoſe courtly Strains of Deceit uſed by 
_ Four Sex, to flatter and impoſe on ours. 

 Simp. I find, Madam, it will be no eaſy Matter 
to pleaſe one of your Delicacy ; but I believe, when» 
ever you come to try it, you will find it a knotty 
Kind of Buſineſs, either to diſſuade the Men from 
giving into thoſe polite Modes of Complaiſance, or 


to perſuade the Ladies to reject them as en or 


inſignificant. 

Cle. It may be ſo; mean while, I do not ſee what 
| Excuſe you can have for nouriſhing our Vanity as you 
do. But tis, it ſeems, the Fate of our weak Sex, 

| to 
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to be always treated like Childten.——You throw us 


fine Toys and Gew-gaws to amuſe us, and when you 


ſee us taken with the ſhining Trifles, you carry us off 


in Triumph, and enn Orders of do- . 
meſtic Diſcipline. 

Simp. I am ſorry dich our cm make | 
| Regard to your Senſe and Merit, as to treat you like: | 
Children —If the End of all our Purſuits, is only to 
get Poſſeſſion of you, it is a ſhrewd Suſpicion, we 


eſteem you a Treaſure richly worth having; which 
is, at Bottom, no bad Proof of the Value we ſet up- 
on you, let us talk what and how we will. But may 
beg Leave to aſk you, Madam, how it has come 
about, that you, who have been bred up at and near 


the Town, and have been often at Court, ſhould be 


fuch a ſworn Foe to the elegant Forms of | polite 
Life, or to thoſe; Ways of Addreſs that are in vogue 
among People who paſs for the beſt-bred? +1 

Cie. I would not have yo iwagine, dir, — 
Thing I have ſaid, that I incline to give my ſelf any 
nice Airs, or to take a different Road in Life from 
others — but if I happen to have a different Way of 
thinking in ſome Things, I owe it chiefly to my 
Guardian, and to my having lived moſtly with plain 
ſincere People, who never flattered me n 
and taught me ta abhor it in others. Fg. 

Simp. I have heard, Madam, that you . 
much indebted to that Gentleman for the Care he has 
had of you, and eſpecially of your Education. His 
Converſation plainly ſhews, that he is no:great Friend 
to any Thing that looks like Craft or Difingenuity: - 

Cle. And I aſſure yaw, he is what he appears to be, 


| 2 plain honeſt Man, without-,Guile or Shew. He: 
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Truth; is beneath the Dignity of the human Kind; 
at to indulge thoſe Forms of Speech, which 
either ſignify Nothing at all, or, if they have any 
Meaning, treſpaſs in ſome Degree on Truth, tho 
it may be in trivial Matters, does yet lefſen the Re- 
verence due to it, and beget an Habit of lighting it 
in Things of greater Importance ee farther in- 


formed me, that many of the polite Forms of ordi- 


naty Converſation are only a more ſpecious Kind of 
Lies, and that they fetter the Freedom and Eaſineſs 


of friendly Intercourſe, and ought therefore to be 


baniſhed out of a Country; once juſtly celebrated for 


the Plainneſe, and honeſt Bluntneſs of its Inhabi- 


tants, to thoſe politer Regions which glory i in wear- 
| ing ſuch Chains. ) 


1 Simp. I am much of your Friend's Opinion, and 
heartily agree with you, Madam, in thinking it wiſeſt, 


and moſt humane too, to err on the honeſt Side. 
though the gay Part of the World ſhould call it 
Bluntneſs; or Affectation: For I had rather be cal- 
led a ſcrupulous Simpleton, than a polite Diſſembler. 
But after all, if we are too rigorous in our Maxims, 
what, Madam, will become of thoſe Decencies of 


Life, that regulate the Converſation and Practice of 


the politeſt Part of the World? Shall we not be 
reckoned aukward, antiquated Cre atures, and even 
ſome what unſociable, if we deſpiſe or tranſyreſs 
them? Shall we offer no Sacrifice to thoſe inferior 
© Graces? | 
Cle. You muſt not expeR, Sir; the Satisfaction of 
your Doubts from me. I ſhall only tell you a Diſ- 
tinction, which my Guardian has taught me to make, 
and which you may apply as you will. There are 
certain Decencies in every Country, which take their 
hs Riſe 
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Riſe from Something peculiar in the Genius, Man- 
ners, or Circumſtances of the reſpective People. 
Theſe, added he, are arbitrary, variable, and often 
different in one Country from thoſe of another; be- 
cauſe they are derived from no general or unchangea- 
ble Principle. But, continued he, there are other 
Modes of ſpeaking and acting, which are founded 
on Nature, at once becoming and. expreſſive of its 
Dignity in General, or ſuitable to the particular 
CharaQer, Office, or Circumſtances of the Speaker 
or Actor. Theſe, ſaid he, conſtitute Decencies, 
which have an innate Charm, and are approved by 
us, antecedent to civil Modes and Inſtitutions, and 
which are invariable, while thoſe Circumſtances con- 
tinue. To condemn, or refuſe complying with the 
ſormer, when they imply Nothing contrary to the 
latter, were no leſs Folly than ill Manners. Where- 
as, added he, to offend againſt the laſt, is, in ſome 
Degree immoral, and betrays a Mind either uncon- 
ſcious of its on Dignity, or little concerned to 
ſupport i it. 

Simp. I believe, Madam, there is a juſt we ts 
on for your Friend's Diſtinction, and I ſhould think 
it an uſeful Part of Prudence, and of real Importance 
in the Conduct of Life, to be able to diſtinguiſh 


| thoſe Decencies rightly; becauſe it would prevent our 


falling into the Ridicule of violent Prepoſſeſſions for 
and againſt Trifles, and making too valuable Sacrifi- 


ces to the Tyranny of Cuſtom. 


Cle. Indeed, my Tutor ſeems to have hong of 
that Opinion. For I have heard him frequently ſay, 
that it is an eſſential Point in the Education of Me- 
men, to make them acquainted with thoſe Decorumg 
of an higher Order, that are the Growth of "Ms 
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ſuch eſpecially as belong to the Female Character and 
Allotments in Life, and are grafted upon the innate 
Honour, Modeſty, Softneſs, and other Virtues pe · 

culiar to the Sex. Therefore he has been at great 
Pains to point out to me the proper Rank and Digni- 
ty of Women, and the Part they are deſtined to act, 
and to inſpire me with Sentiments every Way ſuited 
to theſe. The leaſt Deviation from them, he told 
me, was an Inlet to . Diſorder, by removing the 
Guards placed in our Conſtitution, and throwing 
down the Fences which Nature, for our Protection, 
hath'planted around us, in our very Form, Voice, 
Air, and Manner. He ſaid, when theſe are once 
thrown down, Ruin and Infamy are ready to invade 
Simp. To me, indeed, the Sex appear admirably 
formed by Nature for thoſe amiable Decorums both 
of Converſation and Behaviour, that are proper to 
engage the Hearts of Men, and unbend our more 
ſtubborn Natures for the. ſofter Cares, as well as 
Sweets of private and domeſtic Life. And therefore, 
Madam, 1 am much of your Guardian's Opinion, 
that it muſt be of great Conſequence in the Educa- 
tion of Women, to direct their Notions of Decency, 
as it reſpects their Situation and Conduct in Life, ra- 
ther than thoſe little Modes that differ in every 


410 


Objects, which merit their chief Attention and Re- 
gard; and to engage them in Spheres of Action the 
moſt adapted to thoſe lovely Talents with which Na- 
ture has furniſhed them. 


DIALOGUE 


Country, and undergo frequent Changes in the ſame; | 
to point. out to their ſprightly Apprehenſions thoſe 
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SoPHRON, SIMPLICL1US, .," 


| 

; Simp.F COME now, my Friend, to put you in 

5 mind of the Promiſe you made me, the other 

, Day, to give me ſome Account of the Gentlemen of 

, our Academy. I hope you are now at  leifore to gra- 

0 tify my Curioſity. | 

* Soph. I muſt frankly confeſs to you! K Meet = 
my Acquaintance in our Society is very narrow; for = 

* tho' I love to converſe ſometimes with moſt of my 

h Fellow-Pupils, there are but a few with whom I have 

0 formed a particular Friendſhip. But indeed, I have 

re often conſidered our Academy as the World in Mi- 

as niature, and thought I could diſcern in the Genius 

e, and early Purſuits of the Students, no unlikely Prog- 

n, 


noſtics of their future Character. Thus methought, 
I could ſee the careleſs Gentleman in the Negligence 


Y» and Deſhabille of the Scholar; or in the affected 

a- Prim neſs of another, the ſhrewd Symptoms of a 

ry Beau. From the Spruceneſs and ſtudied Conceits of 

le; one, I prognoſticated the quaint Orator, and I ima- 

Ye gined I perceived the zealous Patriot growing out of @* 
the public Spirit, the Ardour and inflexible Honeſ= 

he ty of another. The ſerious, anxious Look and De- 

a- meanour foretel the grave plodding Citizen; the ob- 
ſequious Air, and ſmooth Addreſs, give no uncer- 

E 


tain Preſages of the Courtier. In fine, I have fre- 
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quently diverted myſelf with tracing, in the Mein 
and Aſpect, Studies and Amuſements of my Fellow- 
Students, the Stateſman, the Phyſician, the Scholar, 
the Soldier——or their Counterfeits, the Sham-Po- 


litician, the Quack, the Pedant, the Bully. 


Simp. It muſt, doubtleſs, be an Entertainment 
pleaſant enough, to obſerve Nature in her firſt Ef- 
forts, ſketching, if I may ſay ſo, the Outlines of a 


Man, and exhibiting in Little, thoſe Features of Un- 
| derſtanding and Action which ſhe afterwards enlar- 


ges to their full Size and juſt Dimenſions. | I cannot 
think it would be a bad Piece of moral Hiſtory, to 


trace the natural Seeds of a Man's Genius and Tem- 
Ps. from their earlieſt Origin, thro' their gradual 
10 


greſs and ſucceſſive Revolutions, to their Matu- 
rity and Perfection. 

Sepb. I do not queſtion but i it ould be a very uſe- 

ful Part of moral Knowledge ; but it would be no 


_ eaſy Matter to-compile ſuch an Hiſtory. Few would 


be at Pains to attend to the ſlow Progreſs of Nature 


In others, and were any to attempt it with Regard to 
- themſelves, they muſt begin to watch her, when they 
are but ill qualified for the Taſk ; and though they 
were better. than we can, well ſuppoſe them, it would 


be very difficult to place themſelves ar ſuch a Dif 
tance, as to ſurvey ſo e an * with 
Candour, and Impartiality. 

Simp. Vet I have known ſome analyze the Prin- 
ciples of their Character with great Accuracy, and 
trace back their preſent Temper and Manners to ſome 
of their original Seeds, and to the moſt material of 


thoſe Cix cumſtances in their Education and Manner 
of Life, which had conſpired to form them. An 


| Experiment of this Kind cannot fail to be of private 


Benefit 
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Benefit at leaſt, inc it mut conduee to a better Ac- 
quaintance with one's ſelf,” and with thoſe Cauſes, 
which have had a good or a bad Influence on one's 
Character. But pray, W With the Account 
you had entered upon zen bfg 
Sopb. Before 1 — bf] Chitict'of” ay 
particular Friends, (and I do not pretend to make 
you acquainted with any others,) I would take Notice 


to you, that, when I'came into the Country, tho I ' 


was fully reſolved to employ my Time chiefly in 
Study, I did not apprehend that the Converſation of 
young Enquirers lixe myſelf, would be any Hind- 
rance to this Deſign. I was rather of Opinion, that 
I ſhould be able to gratify my Thirſt of Knowledge 
more effeQually, if I could procure a few ingenious 
Companions, with whom I might communicate my 
Sentiments, and debate freely on 1 1-0 'of 3 
ing and Ingenuity. © ant 99 
Simp. I am much of vers Opiases ad wrath to | 
very teady to follow your Example, in ſeeking out 
proper Companions of my Studies. For I know not 
how it happens, the Mind is more ſprightly and 
active in Company, than alone, the Images croud in 
faſter, and Humour flows in a freer. Vein. "F n 
not but you have often obſerved this. 2 
Sopb. J confeſs I have, but — ny | 
at the Reaſon.' Whether it is, that the Aſpe@ of 
Humanity awakens and enlivens our Faculties, or 
that the ſocial Paſſions we exert in Company are, by 
ſome ſecret Connexion, a powerful Spur to ſet the 
Imagination to work; or whether Emulation, and 4 
Senſe of Honour and Love of Praiſe call not forthy 
and brighten our Sentiments! Whatever be the Cauſe, 
certain it is that * Concuſſions of friendly 
Ne 1. - E Debate 
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Think L have heard you mention their * but 
L want to know their Characters. 
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bate, ſurpriſing Light is ſometimes ſtruck ont. 
In Company, a Subject has the beſt Chance to be 
canvaſſed on every Side ; tis a great Hazard' but 
Truth darts from the Diverſity of Sentiments, and 


tho it ſhould not, the Views of each muſt be en- 


larged, by having the Diſeoveries of all imparted to 
them. This made me reſolve to lock out for a fr. 
ſelecz Friends to be my Fellow- Travellers in the 
Paths, of Science. While I was buſy in this Search, 
and was enquiring with Care, into the Characters of 
my Fellow-Fupils, my good Genius directed me to 
a little Knot of them, een — * 


che End of my Enquiry. . 01 3202 


Sim. I congratulate you on * — — 


Soph: Lou ſhall both, know chaſe CharRaregand 
be made acquainted with them; and, I hope * 


admitted a Member of their Club 


The firſt I ſnall mention, is Eugenio, — Sne 


tleman of Diſtinction, and Heir to a conſiderable 
Eſtate, naturally gay and ſprightly, of a genteel Ad- 
dreſs, and amiable Aſpect. His independent For- 
tune has, you may believe; added to his Spirit; but 
having been always in the beſt Company; his Viva- 
city is not petulant or over- bearing, but is generally 
tempered with Good-Manners, and an obliging Car- 
riage. He has ſtrong natural Parts, his Genius in- 
clines him chiefly to the politer Studies, and tho” he 
is not altogether unacquainted with the Principles of 


. whht Knowledge: he hnej/in:diazrs) 


moſtly from Obſervations on Life, and the Reſult ra- 
ther of natural, than improved Parts; I mean, im- 
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pearance in a Circle of Ladies: Nicely ſenſible of 
Honour, and fond of Applauſe, he ſtudies to mould 


himſelf fo thoroughly into the Sentiments of his 15 
Company and accommodites' kimfelf with fuck an 
eaſy Condeſcention to their Humour, chat he is apt 


to ſtep aſide from his real Character, md. to profeſs 


 Sentiments-which-he has not. 


Simp. The Character, Sophron, you. one of your 
Friend, is, I think, in the main, very amiable; and 
the Shade you have obſetved in it, is very apt to 
ftick to thoſe, ho have been much in the World. 
Has he ever travelled. ?; Aalen Wen b EGS 
60 Sepb. Not much. He has been th barts | 
was in France moſt of the Time. We are apt to al- 
ledge, he has contracted ſome Kind of Favour for 
French Manners, and improved his Taſte for Gallan- 
try in that polite School. 3 1 take hin co 
* a true Engliſbnan at Bottom. * h 1680 

Simp. Who are __ * Geatlemen of Yours * 
quaintancs i 2 2% 

_ Soph. Conftant, another of my Com panions, = 
protey much his Reverſe, being a rigid Admirer 'of 
Truth, andia/profeſſed/ Enemy to all Manner — 
ceit and Diſſimulation, under what Name or Sha 

ſoe x er it may appear. He loves exceelingly the Cha- 


; racter of a Plain Draler, and never dreads 


his Sentiments roundly, and without Diſguiſe,” ler 
who will take it amiſs. He has a great Daſh of the 


Humouriſt in Wim.”  Eugenio's'Good-nature he calls àã 1 


vicious Complaiſance, and when it falls in his Way, 
never fuils to lah him ſoundly for it. Eugen call 
His Plain-dealing Surlineſs and II- Manners, and ys, 


be covers a Sourneſs of Temper with the ſpectobz 


E 2 Name 80 
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Name of Freedom of Speech. Conflant is a violent 
 . Republican in his Principles, and a ſworn Foe to all 
. Tyranny, whether in Church or State. 80 tho- 
roughly has he imbibed the Notions of Harrington 
aud diane, that you would take him for another 
Cate. He often —_ n mm Sidney, with a 
Particular Pleaſure; id oo abide g A 
Aware * inimica Tyrunnis, 
Euſe petit placidam, ſub Libertute, — hy. 
Liberty is his Motto; and Idol. Hence he goes fre- 
quently under the Name of the Patriot. For he uſes 
great Freedom ſometimes with the People in Power, 
and declaims loudly againſt the Growth 6f Corrupti- 
on, and a general Servility, both in Principles and 
Manners. Eugenio on the other Hand, is of a more 
courtly Turn, and whether it ariſes from that Com- 
plaiſance and Eaſineſs of Temper, which is natural 
to him, or from his Connexions with ſome of the 
Great, to whom he is related, and his having heard 
moſtly what is ſaid on one Side; I ſay, whatever be 
the Cauſe, he generally takes the definitive Side, and 
ſays, that Things are greatly exaggerated by a Spirit 
of Party and Oppoſition. For this Reaſon, however, K 
among others, we are wont to call him the Courtiey. v 
- - Simp. I doubt not but this Diverſity of Taſte and 4 
Sentiments muſt open a fine Vein of Humour in your 2 
Converſation with them. For I ſuppoſe they will | 
generally take oppoſite Sides on any Queſtion. | 1 
Soph. It happens as you obſerve ; they ſeldom a- « 
ee in any Debate, and they differ too in their Man- P 
ner of ſpeaking. For, Eugenio talks more like a Man \ 
of the World, in a courtlier and more florid Strain. 1 
K 


Whereas, Conſtant ſpeaks more like a Scholar, is ra- 
cher laconic and pithy in his Style, eſpecially when 


he 


- 4. aa 4 


— 
* 


EA. * 


Fo F377 


better to expoſe. it. 
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Sim. I like, your Friend much. Methinks he 
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he delivers Oracles of Patriotiſm; tho' ſometimes 
he affect the more pompous. Phraſe of Eugenio, the 
"Conftant, in ſhort, is of an e- 
ven, ſteady) Temper, has an acute Underſtanding, 
and ready, tho dry Elocution 3 13 deeply verſed in 


Turn for moral: and political Knowledge. He can 


diſtinguiſh nicely, and explain a: knotty Point with 
great Judgment and Perſpicuity. Tis but ſeldom 
he appears in Company, eſpecially of the gayer Kind; 
for he cannot bear what he calls the Froth and Levity 
of it. I have ſeen him ſometimes eat up with the 
Spleen, upon leaving a Circle of Females, into which 
ke happened to ſtumhle, and have been much divert- 
ed with his ſtrange Faces. I ſhall conclude his Cha- 
racter, by telling you, that in Order to conceive a 
juſt Idea of Confant,. you mult; figure to yourſelf a 
ſevere, recluſe Scholar, rather than a Man of the 
World ; ſomewhat rude and unpoliſbed in his Man- 
ners, af a dogmatic Turn, and who is fonder of con- 
verſing with his Books, than with the Ladies: 


makes no unamiable Figure, with all his Roughneſs 
and Plainedealingiabout him; is an admirable Con- 
traſt to Eugenia; and, when placed together in Com- 


| Pany, they wanna, fail, to enliven e * each 


cer noch t. ite A ved; | ht 
Soph. Very agrecably, 1 1 __ — nt 
tha 0 0 Minh. and nung Carts 
Fenn ih * een 
Hef is. 4 Member. 8 ourttiggls Caen. * 
Vouth of a ſerious and devout Turn; very apt to 


draw us iato a grave Con vetſation, and who will ia 


prone neigh e to hint . ſome, ret gious 


=3 Sentiment, 
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| Sentiment: He obſerves ſuch Temperance, or t- 
ther Severity in his Regimen, that he might paſs for 
an Aſretic of the ſtricteſt Order. I never ſaw a Man 
ſo raiſed above the World, ſo little concerned in 
thoſe petty Intereſts and Parties that agitate Mortals, 
one ſo little governed by the common Mazims of Fa- 
ſhion. | This has procured him the Reputation of 
that Impartiality and Diſintereſtedneſs, chat the 
Whole Academy do commonly appeal to him, as 
their Umpire, in all Controverſies and Debates what- 
ſoever. His Aſpect is generally grave, but it is mix- 
ed with chearful Compoſure, that renders the Sere- 
nity of his Mind viſible. He has à large Stock of 
various Knowledge, but ſays, he has derived it chief. 
1y from the ſacred Scriptures, which he ſtudies much 
in the Originals. He has looked little into Creeds or 
(Confeſſions of Faith, uſes to call the Bible his Creed, 
and minds but little the Diſtinctions that prevail a- 
ads Chriſtians: He profefſes a Veneration for the 
chers of the primitive Church, as to Cuſtoms and 
Diſcipline, but lays no Streſs on their bare Authori- 
ty, in Matters of Faith. He is afraid of dipping i in- 
to theological Syſtems, leſt they ſhould lay a falſe Biaſz 
on his Judgment, and fill him with the Shadows of 
Science, rather than the Subſtance of it. Nor does 
he willingly ſtudy any of the prevailing Controver- 
ſies in Divinty, left they ſhould give him a controver- 
ſial, diſputstious Caſt, or ſour his Spirit againſt 
thoſe who think differently from him. For he ſets 
too high a Value on the Tranquility of his Mind, and 
Sweetneſs of his Temper, to riſque the ſpoiling of ei- 
ther by his Skill in polemical Divinity. He deals on- 


| in Commentators of the ftridtly critical and hiſto- 


— — is careful in comparing the different . 
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dibe the very Spirit of the divineſt Moralifts, ancient 
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ſious and various Readings, and above all, uſes Hi- 
Aery as the grand Help to explain and illuſtrate the 
Scriptures. He reads much, or rather ſtudies to im- 


and modern; ſo that you would think the Soul of a 
Plato, or Antoninus, were transfuſed into him: And, 
for the unconfined Benevolence of his Temper, you 
would take him for a Citizen of the World, no leſs 


than a Member of a particular Community or Coun- 


try. I muſt not omit another Stroke in his Charac» 


ter, chat, as he glories in being a Chriſtian,” he is a 
ſtriet Follower of his Maſter and Saviour, loves to 


inculcate his Religion, as beneficent and ſalutary to 
Mankind, and breathes the Spirit of a ptimitive Diſ- 
ciple. He conſiders this Life as connected with, and 
introductory to another, and thinks our Aims and 
Actions ought always to be referred to that future 
and immortal Exiſtence / Such a Reference; he ſays, 
muſt give an Elevation and Generoſity to our Views, 
that will lift us above ſordid Inteteſt and Ambition, 
and render our whole Conduct both humane and 
heavenly. You may eaſily" believe, that from this 
Character and Turn of Studies, re n 
= the Title of the Diwine 

Simp. Ilove the Man exceedingly, and think he 
Heſdtves that Title, in a very ſuperior and diftingui- 
ſhed Senſe ;- but I much doubt whether, with ſuch a 


Character and Talents, and ſuch a ſingular Applica- 


tion of them, he is in a hopeful Way of being pre- 
ferred. One ſo little attentive to the Intereſts and 
Cabals ſet on Foot here below, muſt not expect to 
riſe into great Power, or make a Fortune. Beſides, 
Tam afraid he is too honeſt to be a Tool, and has 
not F Zeal * to be a Party- man. As | 
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.\Soph.; I find Simplicius, you are diſpoſed: to be 


merry on Preferment. But be that as it will, Hiero 
| ſeems to have higher Views than any Preferment, 
whether Civil or Eccleſiaſtical, and is of 2 Temper, 


that, I dare ſay, will never allow him to ſaerifice the 


Intereſts. of Truth or Viztue, to any . Conſideration 
whatſoever. I had not been long acquainted! with 
theſe young Gentlemen, when we conceived the De- 
ſign of forming ourſelves into a Club, and having re- 
gular! Times of meeting, for the Sake of Conver(a- 
tion- Whether our Liberty, or Climate, be the 
Reaſon, I cannot tell; but I found the Obſet vation 
true, that we-are, of all Nations the | moſt: forward 
to run into Clubs, Parties and Societies, which, by 
the bye, is no ill Proof of the ſociable. Turn of our 
Temper, whatever Foreigners may ſay of our Sullen- 
nels:and.; Reſerve. This Humour. runs thro? the 
whole Nation, and diffuſes itſelf among all Charac- 
> ters of Men, We have Clube for Trade, muſical 
Clubs, Clubs for mathematical and Philoſophical: Re- 
ſearches, Clubs for Improvement in the fine Arts, 
Clubs for pure Diverſion, and Merriment. - I have 
heard of religious Clubs like wiſe, where honeſt Citi- 
zens, over their Pot of Ale, and ſmoaking their Pipe, 


canvaſs the ſublimeſt Myſteries of our holy Religion, 


diſpute the knottieſt Points in Controverſy among 
Chriftians, and combat even Jeaus and Free-thinkers 
with all Sorts of Weapons. We ſettle Offices, elect 
Members, and, in ſhort, the Buſineſs of our Metgor 
polis is carried on in the Club-way. 


Simp. The Obſervation is cettainly juſt, = fof- | 


12 notorious; nor can I belp thinking, that it 
is no unhopeful Way of going to Work, if this Max- 
im a be true, that Men's Wit united, is better than 


when 
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when apart, and chat the joint Endeavours of two 
or three, laying their Heads together, will do more 
to the Contrivance and Execution of any Scheme, 
than double that Number, when divided. There is 
a certain Spirit of Emulation, 2 ſocial Heat of In- 
vention, that pervades all theſe little Confederacies 
of Men, which ſharpens their Wits more, and rĩ- 
pens their Projects ſooner, than is to be found any 
where elſe. But, pray, Sophron, does not your Club 
conſiſt of too ſmall a Number to anſwer your Deſign? 
- Soph. We thought it large enough to ſet out with 
at firſt, and within the Bounds of the ancient Maxim, 
which forbids a Company to exceed the Number of 
the Muſes, or to fall ſhort of that of the Graces. 


Beſide, we did not confine ourſelves to that Number, 


but left ourſelves at Liberty to receive any future 
Candidate that ſhould be agreeable to the Society. 
Simp. Do you never admit any oecafional Viſieant? 
_ Soph. Sometimes, tho' rarely, but we are 
cautious of increaſing our Number. Only when Phi- 
lander, the Gentleman I formerly mentioned to you, 
deigns to favour us with his Company, he is always 
welcomed with Pleaſure and IAU | * call him 


the Preſident Rætraardinary. 


Simp. He muſt undoubtedly * a r 2 
Addition to your Number. Have "om * ue for ; 
the Regulation of your Society? 

Soph. In imitation of the laudable PraQice of OL 
Clubs, we, likewiſe, did, with the Aſſiſtance and 
Advice of Philander, lay down a few Laws for the 
better Regulation of ours, ſuch as we judged would 
be moſt conducive to our mutual Improvement, and 
to the maintaining à proper Order and Decency in 
our Converſations. 


Simp. 


wy Dan 1 0 bene 0 
Simp. 1 ſhall be glad to hear what they are. 
Fo. They are very ſimple, and few. To pre. 
vent Reflections, and avoid Occaſions of Offence, 
we propoſed to meet by Turn in one another's 
Cbambers, rather than in à puhlie Tavern. £47998 

. The firſt Law is, That it ſhall be {awful for 
Member of the Club, 2 ſtart What Subject of Dif- 
courſe he pleaſes ; but but if the Majority do not = 
Prove of it, it ſhall be immediately. dropt. © 
The ſecond Law is, That any Member may talk 
on either Side of the Queſtion, and deliver his Sen- 
timents with perfect — an wy 
Fear of Controul. -- 

The third Law. No Perſon ſhall deg ano- 
ther, while he is ſpeaking, without Leave aſked, 
and given by the Speaker: and, in Caſe of ſuch Of: 

"ack ſhall be rebuked by the Prefident. - 
| The/fourth Lev. Ne Ferber deen 
5 The bin * No — — or new 
Member, ſhall be ie, without the n 
en t | 

The fixth Lite Chairnian tall be elected, 
whe: ſhall not preſide above 2 Week: and each 
Member ſhall afterwards take his Turn in the Chair. 
Philander ſhall always preſide, when 'preſent. The 
Preſidents Office ſhall bo'z to 5 yu all Points relat- 
ing to Form. 

The ſeventh Law: All Folate of Form art to 
Weld to the Conveniency of the Members. 
The dighth Law. No new Laws ſhall hs Gund, 


| 1 the Conſent of the whole Club; but lrtle 
Differences may be determined by the Majority. 


— 
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The ninth Law. Eleven 0 Clock at Night ſhall 
be the ordinary Hour af parting ; - and in extraordi- 
nary. Caſes, the Time of Sitting wall not exceed 
Twelve. Theſe are all, or the Beg material of our | 
Laws, as far as I remember.” No, ſtated Times of 
Meeting are fixed, but are left to be ſettled by Cir, 
cumftances of Conveniency, and the 1 of the 
Company:: 

Sin. Your Laws are ſufficiently ſimple, and nu- 
merous enough in all Reaſon. For, I do not think 
Men of Senſe and Probity need many. Laws to re- 
gulate their Converſation or Conduct. They are 3 
Law to themſelves, and run no riſque of loſing their 


mo- Temper, or committing Indecencies amidft the des- 
ked, teſt Heat of Debate: 


Soph. Perhaps they are Matters of Form; "ae 
ſome Forms may be neceſſary, even jn the Conyer- 
med fatien of Friends; were it for dothing elſe but to 
\ prevent” Diſputes, and make Things proceed with 
more Order. ©" Sometimes the Ardour of Converſa- 
tion and Contention of Spirits. run high among us; 
but our mutual Friendſhip and Eſteem preſerves. a 


perfect Equality, ſo that none offers. to dictate to 
each the Reſt. Such is the free Turn of | our Society, 
hair. that any (one may propoſe what Paradox he pleaſes, 
The provided] he do it with Decency,. and defend, it, with 
| Coolneſs and Modeſty. And any one may contra- 
diet the cleareſt Maxim, provided he neither make 
e to perſonal Attacks, nor pretend to take too much up- 
h on him. 
ted, Sims. Well, gefbron, 1 really think the Conver- 
little farion of a Set of ingenious Men; truly well-bred, 


and who have a fincere Eſteem for each other, is 
one of the greateſt Enjoyments of Life. Among 


ſuc 
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ſuch, the Diſcourſe muſt be managed with. Life and 
Spirit, while they are animated by each other's Pre- 


| ſence, and feel the joint Influence of mutual AſpedQ, 
Voice, Geſture, and every friendly Emotion. They 


will ſpeak their Sentiments roundly, and not diſpute. 
If they differ with the others, they will propoſe their 
Reaſons with Candour, and rather yield, than puſ 
an Argument with Stiffneſs. They will not take Ad- 


vantage of an Adverſary's Weakneſs, and much leſs 


triumph over him becauſe they have got the, Aſcen- 
dant of him in the Argument. In ſhort, the Con- 


verſation of ſuch Men will be natural and eaſy, ari- 
ſing from the Subject itſelf, and not forcing i its Way, 


but flowing in that ſmooth Channel, which the Cir- 


cumſtances or Humour of the Company e cut out for 
it. | 


" Soph... T . not baye you imagine, my. Friend, 
that we are juſt ſuch a Set of Men as. yon have been 


| deſcribing. We are not thoſe wiſe, conſiderate. Per- 


ſons you ſeem to ſuppoſe. We have not gained ſych 


Experience of the World, as to throw out Oracles of 


Wiſdom at every Opening of the Mouth. We do not 
diſcourſe of Trade, or public Affairs, nor meddle with 


State or Love-Intrigues, nor do we preſume. to ſettle 
| the Intereſts of the Nation, and adjuſt the Balance of 


Europe, nor to handle any of thoſe. Topics that, inte- 
reſt the buſy Part of Mankind. Much leſs do the 
Revolutions of the Mode, or any of thoſe Subjechs, 
that amuſe the idle and gay Part of the World, fall 
within the Compaſs of our Diſcourſe. We are not 
ſufficiently acquainted with the Characters and Arti- 


fices of Mankind, to qualify, us for being CorreQors 


of Life or Manners. We only amuſe ourſelves with 
talking on ſuch Subjects, as occur to us in our daily 
0 Studies, 
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ters that fall within the Reach of our narrow Obfer- 
vation. But tho' we do not ean vas the high Affairs 


of State, the Intereſts of Parties, the Balance of. 
Trade or of Power, we deal in Qpeſtions Which we 


think import us more to know; namely, How 
Men are formed? By what Methods their Intereſts 
are beſt ſecured'* How theſe arè impaired ? How 


* the Balance of our Paſſions and Affections may be 


« kept ?-How the Diſorders of this dbmeſtic Govern- 


ment are to be rectified? And By what Means the 


Conduct may be formed to Decency and Virtue? 


Simp. Theſe are Queſtions, Sophrin, of the ut | 
moſt Importance, and which muſt afford ample Mat- 


ter for the moſt rational and entertaining Diſcourſe. , 
Soph. But I would have you always remember that 
we converſe, not like Men of the World, but like 
Scholars; with à formal Rind of Air and Manner, 


Vou muſt conſider us too as young Men, who love to 


diſplay their Talents, and who, when they have got 
2 Glance of any bright” Conceit, flouriſh upon it, 
and delight in ſhewing it on all Sides. Beſide you 
muſt” allow Some what of à diſputing Humour, and 
Spirit of Contradiction, to Academics; wo, like 
young Wreſtlers; juſt inſtructed in the Principles ot 
the Gymnaſtic Art, long to try their Seil, aud mew 
ſure the Lengtli of their Arms, and Solidity of theit 
Fiſts, with their Antagoniſts; and wien they ate 
once fairly engaged, lay about them with all their 
Might. If a Fellow=Conbatant gives* us any Ad- 
vantage, we ſeize it immedlately, and uſe all out 
Dexterity to foil him. And tho? once down, we are 
not diſcouraged, hut often renew the Confſict with 
equal Ardour, tlll having ſpent all our Strength, the 
e E 
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Studies, or remarking on thoſe” Bocks and Chirae- = 


doughtieſt 
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doughtieſt Champions among us fit down breathleſs, 
and are compelled to aſk and give mutual Quarter. 
Vet, after all, we are neither aſhamed of a Defeat, 
nor very proud of a Victory. We contend for 
Truth, and on whatever Side ſhe is found, readily 
embrace her ; being more ſolicitous about ſharing the 
Prize in common, than having the Honour of firſt 
diſcovering - her. Do not therefore, my Friend, 
by dreſſing us out in a Mock-Excellence, rob us of 
what really belongs to us. Perhaps you will find us 
ſometimes reaſon, but, like young 8 
declaim, and, it may be, expatiate longer on an Ar- 
gument than is conſiſtent with the Rules of cn 
Converſation. 5 

Simp. Were you to do otherwiſe, you wp >; — 
haps, act out of Character. Great Allowance muſt 
be made to a Society inſtituted upon ſuch a Plan as 
yours, who meet for Improvement in the. literary 
Way, and debate on both Sides of a Queen, the 
better to find out the Truth... _. 
_ Soph, That indeed, Simplicius, i is the 1 Me- 
rit we pretend to, the maintaining the Character of 
honeſt Enquirers, who doubt till they ſee ground to 
be convinced; and even then, interrogate or believe, 
rather than dogmatize. In a word, we reaſon for our 


own Improvement, not to teach others; and laugh, 


without meaning the leaſt Harm to any Perſon, fre- 
quently: by raiſing the laugh firſt againſt ourſelves. 

Simp. Methinks it is no ſmall Degree of Merit you 

pretend to; and if, in good Earneft, you ſupport 


thoſe Pretenſions by your Fairneſs and Impartiality, 
you are entitled to no ſmall Regard from all who 


cConſider how difficult it is to lay afide Prejudices, and 
welcome Truth wherever they find it, how oppoſite 
| ſoever 


peakers, as often 
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ſoever to their former Prepoſſeſſions, of furure Inte- 


reſts. © 
$9ph. You will judge beſt how well our Pretenſi- 
ons are ſupported, when. you come to be acquainted 
with us, and our Manner of converſing. 

Simp. But, pray, Sophron, does your Society talk 
off-hand, as we ſay, upon whatever Subject happens 
to be ſtarted by any of the Company? Or do you 
come prepared, as having had ſome previous Gueſs 
or Notice of what ls to be propoſed as Matter of 
Debate? 

Soph. Sometimes, before our more ſolemn Debates, 
we have ſuch previous Advertiſement, and frequently 
mention, at one Meeting, what we are to be upon 


the next. And then we take Care to lay in and di- 
geſt ſome Materials, that we may be the readier to 
ſpeak on the Subject. Or perhaps, in the Interval 


of Meeting, one gives Notice to the reſt, that he in- 
tends to ſtart ſuch a Queſtion at the firſt Meeting. 
But, as frequently we have no ſuch Warning given 
us, but talk of whatever happens to be firſt ſuggeſted, 
and either give our Opinion, or not, as we pleaſe,and 
jn as looſe and deſultory a Manner as we pleaſe, or 
elſe enter more deeply into the Subject, reaſon in 
Form, and lift ourſelves on the affirmative or nega- 
tive Side of the Queſtion, RY to our n 
Humour. 

Limp. Are there any other Clubs i in the Anden ? 

Soph. The whole Acadeniy is. ſplit into different 
Kinds of them. One is called the Poetica! Club; 
another, the Mathematical; a third, the Club of 
Politicians ; a fourth, the Virtuoſo Club; and ſeve- 
ral more, who are denominated from thoſe Arts and 


Fog: 2079 Sciences 


— 


64 Dratocus concerning 
Sciences, about which they chiefly converſe. Our's 
commonly paſſes for the Philoſophical Club. 7 
Limp. Does Euphraner ever ſuper -intend or direct 
any of the Clubs? | 
| Soph. No, Simplicius, he never e with 155 
of them, nor interferes with any of their Regulations, 
left he ſhould damp the Freedom of Genius and un- 
limited Spirit of Enquiry, which he wiſhes to prevail 
there. Vou may perhaps remember how much Eaſe 
and F reedom of Converſation reigned in that Club, 
which was afterwards formed into the French Aca- 
demy, when they met privately,” and had none to di- 
rect or controul their philoſophical- Debates ; but 
how they were afterwards manacled in their At- 
tempts, and into what a Spirit of Adulation. and 
Servility they ſunk, when the political Cardinal 
deigned to honour them with his Protection, and 
modelled them into an Academy. Euphranor there- 
fore leaves us at perfect Liberty to aſſociate and con- 
verſe upon any Bottom we Pleaſe. He encourages 
no Spies or Informers to give him Notice of what 
paſſes there; he preſcribes no Bounds to our Re. 
ſearches, and combats any new Opinions, that arg 
broached, with no other Weapons, but thoſe of 
Argument and Reaſon. Accordingly, every Club 
is a Picture of the Academy in Minature. The ſame 
Largeneſs of Enquiry, the ſame doubting Humour, 
and Freedom of Debate, prevail i in the one as in 
the other, 

imp. I think, Bupbranor diſcovers a true Vein of 
Senſe and Diſcretion in this Conduct, as well as in 
other Inſtitutions. For where Converſation is under 
any foreign Awe or Check, it can never exert itſelf 
with Vigour, nor produce .any Thing original or 
maſterly - 
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maſterly. I confeſs, Sophron, you have raiſed in me 
a wonderful Curioſity to be a Witneſs to ſome of 
your free Converſations ; I ſhall therefore take it. as 
a very great Favour, if you will introduce me now 
and then, as an occaſional Viſitant, to your Society. 

Soph. 1 hope, my. good Friend, I ſhall be able 


to obtain your Admiſſion, as a Member of our So- 


ciety, and therefore intend, at our firſt PIER to 
propoſe you as a Candidate. 1 


Simp, Your Friendſhip, Sophron, alinoft* prevents ö 


my Wiſdes. 1 n W to ne e 
F dete. E 
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A Sophron and I were walking out the other 
Morning, to take a little Air, we wandered 
loans the Meadow that lies on the South Side of 
the Town, near the Windings of the River, under 
the Shade of ſome venetable Oaks, which form a 
very agreeable Walk. I had been thanking -him for 
the Honour he and the other Gentlemen had done 
me, of admitting me a Member of their Society; and 
was obſerving, that when I firſt entered it, I was not 
without Apprehenſions leſt a Set of young Gentle- 
men, whom I repreſented to myſelf as ſo many Phi- 
loſophers, ſhould aſſume too ſevere a Mein, or talk 
on too abftruſe SubjeQs for ordinary Life and plain 
Senſe; and ſhould diſpute in a metaphyſical Strain, 
\nd how. agreeably I was diſappointed, when I found 
there is ſcarce a Society of a freer and more 
unaffeRted Caſt, or who enter into Things with ſuch 
Plainneſs and Simplicity, and frequently with fo 
much Humour and Pleaſantry. You do not ſeem, 
added I, to talk from Oftentation, or a Spirit of 
Contradiction, but only to receive mutual Infor- 
mation. | | 
IT am glad, replied * that you find us 2 
more facetious and converſable Sort of People than 
you apprehended. Indeed, we generally differ from 
each other, and often debate, perhaps too metaphy- 
fically ; but it is not merely for the Sake of debating, 
but only to * a Subject more fully, and view 
it 


N 
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it in «tl Lights. - Ti expected, indeed,” but we do 


; not require it by any: Law, that every one ſhould 
. deliver his Sentiments on the Subject of Debate, 
7 much leſs do we think ourſelves obliged to come to 


a Deciſion.” For frequently we leave the Queſtion 
open and undetermined as we found it, allowing 
every. one to determine for himſelf, as he ſees Reaſon. 
We have no ſuperior Judge, to whoſe Authority we 
appeal; tho we pay a great Deference to Philander's 
Opinion, yet not becauſe it is his, but becauſe it is 
generally well ſupported. We doubt till we are in a 
Condition to judge, and never talk of yielding, but 
to the Appearance of ſuperior Evidence. 

After we had, for ſome Time, walked up and 
down the Meadow, we turned round the Inclofure, 
which was on the Outſide of the Trees, and there, 
to be in the Shade, we threw ourſelves down on the 
= Graſs. We had not fat long there, before we were 
WW alarmed by a confuſed Murmur of Voices at ſome 
diſtance, which, as they approached nearer us, we 
could hear more diſtinctly. Sophron, having liſtened 
to them with ſome Attention, ſaid, it was the gay 
Eugenio, engaged in cloſe Debate with Amelia, one 
of the greateſt Beauties and Coquets of N # # . 
At length, they came and ſat down on a Bench, 
which was on the other Side the - Incloſure. Their 
Nearneſs to us tempted us to fit till and liften, with 
an impertinent Curioſity, to the ſprightly Pair. 

Well, Sir, ſaid Amelia, you ſhall never convince 
me, that it is poſſible for any of you gay young . 
Sparks to feel a real Paſſion, or to be an in it, 
if you ſhould. 

What! replied Eugenio, you think, I fuppoſe, 
A that the Philoſophy we learn at Schools, 
fortißes 
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fortifies us againſt the Charms of the Fair Sex, and 
makes us Proof againſt the ſoft Deceiver, Lo“. 
1 neither know nor care, returned Amelia, what 


Feats your Philoſopby performs, nor what Armour | | 
ſhe forges for your Uſe.—But I verily believe, your P 


Hearts are ſteeled with a natural Inſenſibility which 
Tenders them py e to the Influence W the | 
faireſt Maid. 

I am ſure, ſaid Eugenie, we bad hid: of all the 


. Inſenſibility we can receive from Nature, or Art, to 


enable us to combat, upon any tolerable Terms, 
with our fair Enemies, and to ward off even the 
random Arrows they often let fly at u. 
WMomen, replied Amelia, are ſuch feeble, :noffen- 
five Creatures, that ſurely you Philoſophers, of all 
others, have the leaſt Reaſon to apprehend any Dan- 
ger from our Quarter, or to be-at ſuch Pains to pro- 
vide defenſive Arms, againſt Creatures, who are 
themſelves defenceleſs. 

Need I then, Madam, anſcwered Eugenie, 1 
you where your Strength lies, or tell you that, like 
the Porcupine, you are covered all over with offen- 
ſive Darts, and are then moſt formidable and deſ- 
tructive, when you leaſt hide yourſelves ?. Nature 


has Provided other Creatures with various Weapons | 3 
for Self- defence, ſuited to their Frame and State. 


Vour Beauty is not only your Defence and Security, 
but the moſt dangerous Weapon that was ever form- 


ed againſt the human Race. Man who\ bas tained i 


every other Animal, has never been able to wein the 


united Force of female Charms. 4 


Perhaps, ſaid Amelia, the whining "IRE: of your 
Sex have been filly enough to languiſh at the Fbet of 
2 proud, * . and to acknowledge, 

with 
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with humble Airs, that they were ſubdued by her 
reſiſtleſs Arms. But what! are you Maſters of Rea- 
ſon, you Heroes of Reſolution and Bravery, unable 
to cope with a, weak, dilly Woman, armed with all 
thoſe deſtructive Weapons you pretend ſhe has about 
her? As ſoon ſhould I believe that a Conqueror 
would exchange his triumphant Crown, for the 
Chains of the Slaves who follow his Chariot, as 
that you would reſign your Liberty to the fineſt Wo- 
man that ever marched forth to-conquer——1 can- | 
not believe it, no not I, ſay what you will. 
You may believe it or not, as you pleaſe, replied 
Eugenio, but no Philoſophy that I ever heard of has 
been ſufficient to philoſophize Men into Stocks or 
Stones. Princes, Heroes, the greateſt Captains and 
graveſt Philoſophers, have been diſarmed by your 
Sex, of all their Inſenſibility and Courage, they 
have ſunk, irretrieveably ſunk into the ſoft Captivity 3 
and by doing ſo, have deſcended to the Rate of or- 


dinary Mortals. How unjuſtly then do you com- 
like plain of Nature, that ſhe has left you weak and de- 
en- fenceleſs? She has been palpably partial in your Fa- 
deſ- vour; and, by the Superiority ſhe has given you 
ture over Man, hath ſet you at the Head of the Creation- 
pon We could perceive thro' the Quick- ſet, by the 
tate. Side-view we had, that Amelia liſtened with no ſchall 
Irity, Pleaſure to Eugenio; but affecting an Air of Cold- 
oOrm- neſs and Diſdain, ſhe made Anſwer, I warrant, Eu- 
amed Wy gerio, for all your fine Speeches, you would laugh 
heartily at the Simplicity of that Girl, who ſhould 


fall into the Nooſe, and, believing you ſincere, ſhould 
imagine herſelf poſſeſt of all thoſe fatal Weapons, 
killing Darts, and what not, which you talk of. I 
am reſolved, however, you ſhall not impoſe upon 

mez 


= 
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me; I know your ſeducing Arts, and am arm'd againſt 
your Eloquence, by the Infidelity of your Sex, and 
_ Indifference of my own. © \ 


Upon this, ſhe rapt her Fan, and turned ide RY 


with a Kind of ſcornful Smile. 

Dear Madam! returned Eugenio, I with any 
Thing J could ſay or do, could ſecure me againſt 
that captivating Charm, which dwells in the Looks 

of a fine Woman, and ſpeaks ſo movingly in every 
Air and Gefture.' My Heart is neither Rock nor 
 Adamant ; I feel it made of pure Fleſh, Fleſh of the 
tendereſt Kind. And when the blind miſchievous 
Boy draws his Shafts from Amelia's Quiver, and aims 
them here (pointing to his Breaſt) Books cannot 
ſhield me, Philoſophy's a Dream, and whether I run 
into Solitude or Society, the Dart W HY — 
ſticking faſt in my Heart. | 
« Phoo! replied Amelia, ſtill with an Alr of Indif 
' ference, which did not, however, quite hide the 
Pleaſure that ſparkled in her Eyes; now you talk 
quite out of Character: Scholars, the profeſt Lovers 


of Learning, ſhould never affect the modiſh Rant of il 
Beaus and pretty Fellows. Beſide, who need mind Bl 
this Common-place Stuff you ſcatter profuſely, and 
without Diſtinction, to my handſome mou Sy 1 


comes in your Way? | 
Oh, Madam! returned Eugenio, it is not every 


\ handſome Girl that would extort ſuch Confeſſions } g 


from me; but when a Man feels a real Paſſion, be 
muſt talk in a Strain that may reſemble, perhaps, but 
which will be eaſily diſtinguiſhed by a Judge in thoſe 
Matters, from the ordinary inſipid Compliments of 
— Prattlers. Love ditate— 


Meer 
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J Meer Stuff! Eugenie ſaid Amelia, interrupting him. 
21 You ought to Talk of no other Love, but that of 
WS Knowledge; nor of other Beauties, but thoſe refined 


ho ones I have heard of, Truth and Virtue. Leave 

5 1 vain Compliment, and all the common Cant of Love 

ny and Darts and Wounds, to Boys and Girls that juſt 
10 begin to read Romances. Get you home to your 
3x Book, know your ſelf, and what is expected of your - 
5 Character. Are you not aſhamed to owe your In- 


ſtruction to a Woman? Saying ſo, ſhe tapped him 
on the Shoulder with her Fan, and ſtarted up with 
a graceful Kind of Diſorder, and à certain Air of 
Triumph, while Eugenio looked ſomewhat diſcon- 
certed, - little omg fo y_ a Dan from fuck 
a gay Lady. 

We were not a little Hed to fre Amelia thus 
diſſembling with Eugenio. As there was to be a 


ui Meeting of the Club in the Evening, Sophron ſaid, 

the he intended to rally him upon his Morning Adyen- 

talk ture, and make a little merry at his Friend's Ex- 
ence. 


I faid, 1 thought that might be an Affair of ſome 
Delicacy, and poſſibly, before Company, might put 
= £-g-nio too much to the Bluſh... However, you; Sir, 
I added I, are the beſt Judge what F ne ou 
chat ole with him. | . 224 
Sophron anſwered, that Fee was not eaſily put 
out of Countenance on ſuch Subjects, and that 
be ſuch Freedoms were no unuſual Thing among them. 
wy = Accordingly, in the Evening, when Eugenio ap- 
We peared at the Club in a gayer Dreſs, and with s 
a 8 ſprightlier Air than uſual ; after a little indifferent 
. Converſation, Sophron ir So, Eugenio, I will lay 
a Wager you have been hpping Tea with ſome - 


Nymph 


. | 
— 


7 Dratocves concerning 
Nymph or other, and have been ſhewing away wich 
your uſual Gaiety; you ſeem to tread ſo light, and 
wear that ſprightly Air and Humour, with which 
the Preſence of the Ladies is apt to inſpire our Sex; 
thoſe eſpecially, who are their profeſt 'Admirers: 
Now: will engage to hit off ſome of the Topics, 

| on which you have been diſplaying your Eloquence: 

That, replied he, I fairly defy you to do. Lou 

| imagine, I ſuppoſe, that like ſome filly Fellow of 

the Town, I have been canting on Love, and ex- 
Hauſting: Wa URL" HG ny of modern 
SGallantry. 
1 — e ſaid Sophron, FPS are 
other People's Common-places;. but I think I can 
ſhrewdly gueſs at yours. Confeſs ingenuouſly, have 
vou not been haranguing ſome: fair Lady on the 

- Charms. of Beauty, its mighty Energy? ——how 

weak and ill- provided Men are againſt the wondrous 
Bloquence of à fair Face, a winning Air, and 

lf - _ _ hy Degrees, and beautifully WP ? 


Have'you not completely armed the Ladies againft 
us, ſurrounded? them with Darts, eee of 
Conqueſt and all the Weapons of Deſtruction? Nay, | 
my Friend if you deſerve that Name, have you not : 
ſupplanted Man, robbed him of his confeſt duperio- 1 
| rity over the Creation; and graced Woman with the 2 
| Spoils? As for Philoſophy and Reaſon, thoſe Pri- 

| vileges of our Manhood, theſe, I ſuppoſe, have been 

b 


given up as empty Names, inſucient to defend us x 

againſt ſoft Glances and ſeducing Smiles: Be inge- of 
muous; have you not, within theſe two Hours, con- 
ra TRE Love, and made an Offer of a-bleeding Heart? 


Eugenio, 
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40 {tuck thick with his Darts.— 
nor Philoſophy are any Defence or Refuge to you. 


n 
Eugenio, for all his Aſſurance, was in ſome Mea- 


ure diſconcerted by ſo unexpected an Attack. He 
could not he p remembring the large Encomiums he 
bad. made, fo. lately, on Beauty and female Power, 


nor durſt he flatly deny the rapturous Strains into 
which the ſprightly Amelia had ſo artfully: led him. 
Putting, however, the - beſt Face he could 
on the Matter, he replied, I wonder, Sophron; how 
you come to fuſpect me of ſuch high Degrees of 
Complaiſance to che Fair, as, by a new Kind of 
Treachery to furrendex the Intereſts of (Philoſophy, 
our beſt Friend and Guardian, into the Hands of 
our declared Enemies. Whatever my At 1 
may be to the other Sex, Charity begins at home, 
and Self-Love is the ſupreme Paſſion, which Reaſon 
directs us to gratify in the firſt Place. 

Talk not, my Friend, returned Sophron,, laing 
of Reaſon in Affairs, where: Love and the Fair, Sex 


are concerned. By virtue of the ancient Freroga- 


tives of this elegant Paſſion, Reaſon is excluded: 


. the Paſſion is like the Power which: ſovereign, Prin- 
ces aſſume, to be accountable to none; and all 
Ranks, from the Hero down to the Peaſant, ſtoop 


to its Decrees without Reſiſtance. Beſide A. 
your Heart is none of the adamantine Kind 


is all ſoft and penetrable. the very Butt of G 
Neither Books, 


Well, I confeſs frankly, ſaid Eugenio, IJ have been 


Fool enough to talk, ſometimes, at this romantic Rate; 


but pray indulge me, my good Friend, am 1 betray- 


ed by the cunning, the infiguating ** * ;. has the ex- 


. poſed my Folly, and laughed. at all my Fondneſs.? 


No, indeed, Sir, replied Sophron, but by YOour- 
You. I. G {elf 
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ſelf, Aſk me no more Queſtions ; only take a Friend's 
Advice ; govern yourſelf with' more Diſcretion and 


Secrecy for the Future take care who overhears 
your ſublime Rants, and know well the Character of 
thoſe on whom you laviſh comes; Tenderneſs and 
Gomplailance. | 

The Company were not a little diverted with this 
pleaſant Dialogue, and could ſcarce forbear laughing 
at the Confuſion and Simplicity which appeared in 
Eugenio's Looks. He had, however, the Preſence 
of Mind to thank Sopbron for his kind Advice; and 


added, with ſome Indignation, I muſt take care, 1 


find, how I ever truſt Coquets and conceited Girls 
with unmeaning Declarations of a Paſſion, who 
may either fooliſhly miſtake our Aim, or flily draw 
us on, only to laugh at us. 

Do not blame, replied Sophron, your fair Compa- 
ern but remember where the Scene of your Gal- 


. Jantry lay, and thank your Stars that you fell into 


the Hands of Friends, who, without expoſing, can 


make merry with your gallant Excurſions. 


Hereupon Hiero aſked, how it comes about that 


Flattery and Falſehood are ſo faſhionable and prevail- 
ing between the Sexes ? That Honeſty is generally 


reckoned Ruſticity, and Truth is frequently account- 


ed Rudeneſs and ill Manners ? That he is generally 
eſteemed the Man of the moſt accompliſhed Charac- 


ter, who can act beſt the Part of a polite Hypocrite, 
Who can diſguiſe his real Sentiments moſt artfully, 


and expreſs with moſt Appearance of Sincerity thoſe 


i he has not? 


Conſtant ſaid bluntly, that it was owing either to. 


the Folly or Knavery of the Men. For ſome are 


caught with mere Show, and imagine that a fine 
| Complexion 1 
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Complexion, or an handſome Set of Features, in- 
cludes every Virtue and Perfection. But to ſpeak 
plainly, Gentlemen, I would rather aſcribe it to the 


Artifice of thoſe who love to flatter Women 


with ſoothing Speeches, and pompous Titles, and 
entertain them with the frothy Stuff of Flames, 


Daggers, Polſon, and the Reſt of that inſipid Cant, 


that, by thus applying to their Weakneſs, they may 
the more effectually accompliſh their own wicked 


Deſigns. I pity the Women that fall into the Hands 


of ſuch artful Knaves. But I do not know, whe- 
ther the Women are quite blameleſs in the Affair. 
Some of them, I am afraid too many, may imagine 
that their Superiority conſiſts in their Outſide, and 


therefore eaſily ſwallow any ridiculous Tale, which 


flatters their chief Excellence. For that Flattery _ 
takes always the ſureſt Aim, and pierces deepeſt, 


which points at the Quality we moſt valve ourſelves 


upon. Thus the Cunning of the Men, and Credu- 
lity of the Women, tally to one another, and give 
riſe to a perpetual Round of Falſehood and Impoſ- 
ture. Surely it leaſt of all becomes Philoſophers to 


| contribute to the Deception of the n but | 


Vain. | 
Eugenio thinking himſelf aimed at by this laſt Re- 
mark, was going to make ſome Reply with à little 


Warmth; when Hiero mildly interpoſed between 


them, and obſerved, that he really believed many 
might aſſiſt in that Deception, without any bad In- 


tentions, and merely to pleaſe thoſe they . converſe 


with——that he thought the Fault complained of 


was chiefly owing to Reading of Romances, Novels 
and Plays, which are generally ſtuffed with unnatu- 


ws Conceits, fantaſtic Characters, bombaſt Compli- | 
= G 2 | ment, 
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ment, and extravagant Love. Theſe, added he, are 


wo 


Put early into the Hands of the Youth of both Sexes» 


which, for want of better Entertainment, they gree- 
ily catch at and admire, as the Quinteſſence of Po- 

| Iiteneſs. Their Heads are quite filled with wonder- 
ful Adventures, Love-Scenes, pure difintereſted Paſ- 
ſions, and all the wild Viſions of Romance. So that 
the Youngſters grow admirable Proficients in the un- 
meaning Jargon of a Thing they call Gallantry, learn 
10 liſp out the Language of Love before they feel 
the real Paſſion, and feign Wonder and Extacy, to 
which. they are perfect Strangers. Theſe are the 
falſe Incentives of — which, by raiſing unna- 
tural Fancies and Deſires, ſupplant the genuine Paſ- 
ſions, diſguiſe our original Feelings, and teach a 


Language foreign to Human Nature. Happy had it 


been for Mankind, that thoſe filly diſtorted Produc- 
tions of the Brain, the Spawn of ancient Romance 
and modern Gallantry, had never been written; ſince 
they tend ſo much to corrupt the Minds of the 
Youth, and fill them with Chimera and Affectation, 
inſtead of uſeful; Knowledge, juſt Pictures of Life 
and moral Entertainment: Converſation: had not 
then been. ſtuffed with ſo much falſe Politeneſs and 
hollow Sophiſtry, nor both Sexes contributed ſo 
heartily to deceive and be deceived by each other. 
Eugenio, who ſeemed impatient to ſpeak, all the 
Time Hiero was talking, when he ſaw he had done, 
faid with ſome Sharpneſs ; Gentlemen, I am a little 
ſurpriſed, firſt at your preſent Queſtion, which caſts 
an odious Reflection on both Sexes ; particularly on 
the Ladies, whoſe Character I think myſelf in Honour 
bound to maintain, eſpecially in their Abſence; and 
next, at your Strain of reaſoning. upon it. You put 
| me 


me in mind of a certain Species of Philoſophers I have 


_ taſtic, or a moſt pernicious Thing. It were no hard 
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heard of, who, taking Facts for granted, and begging 
their Principles, make admirable Deductions from. 
them, and ſhew wondrous Ingenuity in reconciling 
Facts to their Theories, In like Manner, Gentlemen, 
you have firſt ſuppoſed the FaQ, that Flattery and 
Falſehood is the faſhionable Method of Intercourſe 
between the Sexes, —and that the greateſt Knave is 
the moſt accompliſhed, and conſequently the moſt 
acceptable Character; then, having taken it for grant 
ed, that the Gallantry which prevails among the gay 
Part of the World, is Nothing elſe but the Art of 
feigning or diſguiſing one's Paſſions, you conclude 
with full Aſſurance, that it is an unmeaning and fan- 


Matter, by ſuch a vagueWay of reaſoning, to praiſe 
or cenſure any Thing. But I hope, Gentlemen, you 
will not allow yourſelves to be miſled by a general 
Clamour. You muſt permit me, at leaft, to doubt of 
the Fact. For tho' ſome giddy Girls are filly e- 
nough to delight in Panegyric and - high-ſtrained' 
Compliments, yet all Women of Senſe do moſt 
heartily deſpiſe the wanton Effuſions of an indifcreet 
and exceſſive Complaiſance. And whoever is much 
in the World, will find that moſt Ladies are more 
apt to regard the Men of plain Senſe and unaffeQ- 
ed Behaviour, who ſpeak as they think, and appear 
juſt what they are, than the moſt ſpecious inſinuat- 
ing Hypocrite, or the moſt noiſy Pretender. For 
they no leſs abhor and dread. that Converſation or 
Conduct which favours of Artifice and Diſſimulation, 
how gilded foever with voluble Speeches and a 
ſmooth Addreſs, than they are pleaſed with the ſo- 
ber Expreſſions of a genuine Efteem. The arti 
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cial polite Seducer may perhaps take for a few Af- 


ternoons, but better Acquaintance unmaſks him, and 
he ſoon becomes conſpicuous, through thoſe thin 


Covers he wears about him—and then he is hated, 
if he is not deſpiſed. 


I am wonderfully delighted, ſaid Conſtant, to heat 
fuch a Remark made by Eugenio, who ſhould know 
the Truth of the Matter ; and wiſh, for the Honour 
of the Sex, it were beyond Doubt. But my Unac- 
quaintedneſs with what you call the Beau-Monde, 
is the Reaſon perhaps that I till retain ſome Grains 
of Infidelity about me; therefore I ſhould be glad 


to be aſſured by him, in ſober Seriouſneſs and good 
Earneſt, that your fine Ladies, like the ſincere, better 


than they do the fine Gentleman, and with to have 
#7ue rather than ſmooth Things ſaid to them. Is it 
really ſo, Eugenio? 

I am afraid, replied Eugenio, it would be a vain 
Attempt for me to endeavour to remove my Friend's 


remaining Grains of Infidelity, who has not the moſt 


advantageous Prepoſſeſſions in Favour of the Fair- 
Sex. I Vould only appeal to what I think a very 
ſubſtantial Proof of the real and ſerious Opinion of 
the Ladies, as well as of their Affection, namely, 
that though the fine Gentleman, as Conſtant calls 
him, or ſmooth Speaker, may poſſibly be thought 


the moſt agreeable for a little Tea- Table Talk, or 


the propereſt Partner at a Ball; yet we find they 
generally prefer the Man of Worth, the ſenſible and 
true Friend, when they think of chuling a n 
nion for Life. 

Well; ſubjoined Conſtant, I am content to yield 
. ene better Acquaintance with the Inclina- 
tions of che Ladies. — But I proteſt, I hardly thought 

their 
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their Taſte had been ſo juſt, but that it was more 

modiſh to prize the gaudy and refined above 

the plain and ſimple. I ſhall begin to think I may, 

by and by, get into the Mode myſelf. But will Eu- 

genio be ſo good, as to explain this ſame Gallantry of 

his, that I may know whether J have any Chance for 

Improving in it too ? 

I find, ſaid Eugenio, my Friend inclines to be 

Pleaſant. But were I to defend this Gallantry of mine 

as he is pleaſed to call it, I ſhould not chuſe to ap- 

peal to the Deciſion of fo unfeeling a Judge as Con- 

ſtant ; much leſs ſhould I reckon myſelf obliged to 

defend Romances, or that Kind of Gallantry with 

which they are ſo plentifully ſtored. IT am for amore 

natural Kind of it. But I do not know any Thing 

that has been more miſtaken, or leſs underſtood than 

this Affair. For after all that has been ſaid for and 

againſt it, what in the Name of Wonder, is Gallan- 

try but the amiable Correſpondence of Minds, car- 

ried on between the two Sexes by the Intervention 

of kind Language, Looks, Air and Geſture ? If a- 

ny other Creature, ſurely Man was made for Socie- 

ty ; and if for any, certainly above all others, for 

| that ſweeteſt, and moſt endearing one with Woman, 

; To cultivate this, he is prompted by the moſt pow- 

. erful and tender Inftints of his Nature, which 

r Conſtant may diſown if he will, but which he may 
N 
| 


poſſibly feel to his Coſt, one Time or other. For Na- 
ture is a ftubborn Thing. It may indeed be con- 
cealed or diſguiſed, but rarely maſtered by Art. Its 
Inſtincts are, in a Manner, irrefiſtable ; and though 


1 our Paſſions may be eluded for ſome Time, they 
- will return upon us with ſo much the greater Vio- 
t lence, for baving been checked in their natural 


r Courſe. 
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Courſe. But why diſavow Paſſions, which are at 
once ſo natural, and whoſe Influence is ſo cheering 
and beneficial ? Does not Man find, in the Indul- 
gence of thoſe ſocial Affections, the ſweeteſt Repoſe, 


after he is fatigued with the neceſſary Toils and Bu- 


ſineſs of Life ? And does not the very Exerciſe of 
them tend to humanize his Mind, and refine his 
Manners ? Shall the manly and generous Commerce 
of Sentiments, which ſubſiſts among a few ſelect 


Friends, be. deemed: natural, and becoming the hu- 
man Dignity; and ſhall that milder and more ſoften- 
ed Union and Intercourſe between the two Sexes, 
which ſprings from conſenting Features and Paſſions, 


be thought romantic and unnatural, or beneath the 


Gravity of either our manly or philoſophic Charac- 


ter ? But perhaps, Gentlemen, you will ſay you do 
not deny that the Paſſion which is the Foundation of 


Gallantry, is juſt and natural; only you think the. 
Ways uſually taken to expreſs it, are inſincere, and 
often deluſive, or at leaſt extravagant and abſurd. 
But pray tell me what dictates a proper Language 


for the Paſſions ? Is it not Nature herſelf ? And are 
not the Generality open to the various Impreſſions of 
Nature ; and do they not ſpeak as they are prompt- 


ed from within ? Art may indeed counterfeit, or 
perhaps refine upon the Language of Nature; but 


it will never have that powerful and perſuaſive 
Charm, which ſeldom fails to accompany Nature. 
It will ftill betray the Conſtraint and Affectation 
from which it proceeds. If we mean to reach the 
Heart, our Language, be it of the Eyes or Voice, 


muſt come directly from it. Now I ask, what an 
inſipid Thing were human Life, if not ſeaſoned with - 
the elegant Refinements of Love and Gallantry, and 


all 


1 
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all thoſe tender Delicacies of Converſation which are 
inſpired by female Softneſs, and directed by good 


Manners ? How naked and unadorned are the coar- 


fer Indulgences of Paſſion, if ſtript of all the Charms 
borrowed from mutual Eſteem, Sympathy and kind 
Endearment ? I am afraid, Gentlemen, without theſe 
we ſhould degenerate into perfect Savages, and be 
overgrown with Claws and Naſtineſs. I refer you, 
for farther Satisfaction in this Matter, to the Hiſ- 
tory of the Amazons, ſo humorouſly told by the Spec- 
tator. | 
I find faid Hiero, that Eugenio has, with a good 
Deal of Zeal, and no leſs Art, endeavoured to vin- 
dicate modern Gallantry. I ſhall not deny, that 
with proper Reſtrictions, and in-a certain Way of 
_ explaining it, the Thing may bear a Meaning ſoft 


enough; but I much doubt whether, with all his 


ingenious Caſuiſtry, he can defend it, as it is general- 
ly practiſed, and in the ordinary Acceptation of 
the Word. For is it not either a concerted Syſtem 
of Fraud and. Diſguiſe, to ruin the Innocent? Or 
an artful Application to the Vanity and Pride of the 
Sex, to delude them into the Belief of a counter- 
feited Paſſion in us, or to. enſnare them into a real 
one themſelves? Or ſhould it be leſs. criminal, is 
it not, ſuppoſing the beſt of it, a low and promiſcu- 
ous Proſtitution of Praiſe, without regard to Merit, 
or the Circumſtances of Time, Place or -Perſons ? 


This is commonly termed good Breeding, and he 


is called a polite gallant Man, who can, with moſt 
Addreſs, adminiſter this intoxicating Draught; but 
if it lead the other Sex, of whoſe Innocence and 
Virtue we ought to be Patrons, to an overweening 
Canceit of themſelves, or to a Reliſh of unjuſt Ap- 

plauſe 
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plauſe, I ſhould chuſe to be reckoned unmannerly 


and ungallant, rather than contribute to ſuch a 
hurtful Deluſion or wrong Taſte. But how much 


more criminal muſt it be, by a Train of little Ar- | 


tifices, or, if you will, fine Compliments, and tender 
Proteſtations of Friendſhip or Love, tis no Mat- 
ter which, to ſteal upon an innocent unguarded Crea- 
ture, and rob her of an Heart, whoſe Perſon you ne- 
ver meant to poſſeſs? 

Would you then, interpoſed Eugenio, never ſay 
a pretty Thing to a Lady, unleſs you felt a real Paſ- 
fion, nor carry on a gallant Correſpondence with a 
female Friend, in which you both found mutual 
Pleaſure and Improvement, without thinking your» 
felf obliged to court her in form ? 


I would never, anſwered Hiero, ſay a Thing I did 


not think, nor would I even ſay all I thought, if I 


ſuſpected I ſhould thereby nouriſh that Vanity 1 


ought rather to ſtarve ; much leſs would I profeſs a 
Friendſhip, which might eaſily be interpreted into a 
Paſſion. *Tis dangerous, my Friend, to practiſe up- 
on honeſt unſuſpeQing Hearts, and highly ungene- 
Tous in us, whom Nature hath appointed the Guar- 


dians of the Fair-Sex, to attempt by the artful 


Refinements of a real or affected Friendſhip, to un- 
dermine the Affections of thoſe to whom we never 
intend a full Return. The inſatiable abandoned Ro- 
ver, who prowls, Day and Night, to prey upon the 
Honour of the Sex, is not, in my Opinion, ſo cool 
and complete a Villian as the ſupple inſinuating 
Gallant, who invades their unſullied and defence- 
leſs Minds. The one openly profeſſes his Deſigns, 
and, by a direct Attack, endeavours to ruin their 


Perſons and Reputation, which may poſſibly, be re- 
trieved 
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trieyed by their future Behaviour. The other de- 
bauches their Principles, and, by his wiley Arts, 
Preys upon their tender Hearts, robs them of their 
Peace and Freedom, and perhaps after all, with a 
ſavage unteeling Mind, abandons them to the Pangs 
of a cruel Jealouſy, or diſappointed Paſſion. 

Far beit from me, replied Eugenio, to vindicate a 
Gallantry that draws ſo deep: but do not the moſt 
ordinary Rules of good Manners impoſe a Kind of 
Neceſſity upon us, of ſaying as well as doing s 
great many agreeable Things to the Ladies, which 
cannot be warranted by theſtricteſt Veracity? How 
ſhocking would the Society even of Men be, with 
one another, were they to diſplay- all that Pride, 
Selfiſhneſs, Arrogance, Peeviſhneſs and Contempt 
of others, which they often feel? Politeneſs there- 
fore requires, that they hide thoſe Paſſions as diſ- 

creetly as they can, and put on the Appearances of 
ſuch as are moſt contrary. The greater Advan- 
tage or Superiority one Man has over another, by 
Birth, Rank, Fortune, or any Accompliſhments of 
Body or Mind, good Breeding obliges him to leſſen 
that Diſtance by a ſuperiour Aﬀability, and more ob- 
ſequious Airs of Complaiſance. This is ſtill more 
decent and neceſſary with Regard to the Fair- 
Sex. We can hardly ſhew them too much Reſpect, 
or pay them too great a Deference, that we may 


conceal, and, in ſome Degree, compenſate to them 


the Superiority which Nature hath given us over 
them. We could not otherwiſe converſe on equal 
"Terms, but ſhould be offenſive or formidable to 
thoſe, to whom Nature intended we fhould be the 
moſt agreeable. And while we are ſtudying to 


make ourſelves thus agreeable, bow is it poſſible to 
check 
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ſcrupulous Nicety ; | eſpecially when we are ani- 


mated with all that Tenderneſs and Effuſion of Heart, 


with which we are inſpired by their fair Preſence ? 

I cannot help thinking returned Hiero, that we may 
be abundantly affable and complaiſant, without be- 
ing falſe or hypocritical. We may ſhew a juſt and 
decent Reſpect to others without any ſervile Abaſe- 
ment of ourſelves or difingenuous Flattery of them. 
But did real Politeneſs, and ſome Degree of Falſe- 
| Hood; run up into one another and become, in any 
Inſtance, inſeperable, which I do not think is ever 
the Caſe; I ſhould, without Demur, appeal from 
what is well-bred and faſhionable to what is honeſt 
and right. No wi/e Man would chuſe to be ſingu- 
lar in I rifles ; every good Man will dare to be, ſa, 
where he thinks the Laws of Truth and Happineſs 
of Mankind are concerned. But good Breeding, 
which is only a more refined Humanity, can never 
oblige us to tranſgreſs the ane, or ſacrifice the other. 
| Sophron, who had not interpoſed in the Debate, 
perceiving it was now at an End, ſaid, he agreed 
with Eugenio, in thinking that the Source of the 
Exil which Hiero complained of, was to be traced 
from ſome powerſul Ber Inſtinct, interwo- 
ven with our very Nature. I do not ſay, added he, 
that Nature leads us to Falſehood and Deceit, or 
ever intended there ſhould be an Intercourſe of Ly- 
ing between the Sexes : but I believe Nature has 
ſoftened the rough male Heart, with ſuch a Tender- 
neſs towards the other Sex, as is apt to heighten 
their Excellencies in our Lye, and betray us into 
many agreeable Delufions in their Favour. Our 


mutual Sympathy eaſily runs up to Paſſion : and 
where 


check our Fancy, and weigh every Word with a 


Vo 


where Paſſion has once the aſcendant, it ſoon brings 
over the Judgement to its Party. We naturally 
ſpeak i in the Language of the prevailing Paſſion : be 


it really felt, or only affected, the Diſcourſe will ac- 
company it, and be of a Colour. In the former 


Caſe indeed, the Language will be natural, and, 


amidſt all the Flow of Fondneſs and Folly, will ſtill | 


wear the Appearance of Truth. But in proportion 
as Nature is exaggerated: or perverted, out Language 
will appear falſe and unnatural. Beauty. lends it's 
prevailing Aid to carty on the Deceptior, and mo- 
ral Charms, or the Appearance” of them, add wort- 
derful Force to the natural Tenderneſs. Good 
Manners too concur to polith and refine the Paſſion: 
and ſhew it in the moſt agreeable Lights; accordiny 

to the reigning Mode, No wonder then; if ſuck 4 
Mixture frequently works up the Paſhons of Man 
kind to a Height of Extruvagance, and that Extra- 


vagance vents itſelf in high-ſtrained Praiſes, and lux- 3 


uriant Complimems. However we'6ught to 
againſt the Biaſs of Nature and Faſhion, wherever 
they would miſlead us, and never be templed, by 
any Conſideration whatſoever, to act * ms 
ſtricteſt — of Honods or ere 


41 
* 
# 0 * 
— * 7 
- 1 * 
" X 4 % 4 
N „ * s = . 
- * ” 
4 ( % * « i R 4 . A, 1 | 
F 4 g , N | 1 
* * - 
, * & N 4 
o 
* 
— * * * 
4 . * . * 1 
" ” k . 
7 + 1! i fk . 38 t- 
8 
; * . i * 7 7 
. 7 7 „ 7 8 *7 4 
; . a K& 1 1 
9 « 
„ 
* 1 , 
| , 8 f 7 ; E : 
p y # 1 44 > % . * 0 , w 
Os 
” . 


Dai, V. EDUCATION. 865 


” 4 Y . 
* ih „ FA _ F — —— a wh = Y — rain ** — "_ n TER o* - 4 2 
— —— — n — 5 3 * * — — — 32 % . 1 Y 
F , p "ae 3. x —— — — * A 1 1 4 #4 WE an 1 _— 
- — — — — —„— — W as: * * , [ oy g 5 5 . x P 0 
8 a .. OI EY * " - "ITY | 2 : — Pn Anais ; SIRE * n 
th — 4 : = 28 8 2 1 : _— * 2 , * 8 — 
© — — * 4 pw * * wy * 0 - * 2 = 
5 o % M — i ; 
>" Oh 3 | 5 — 
— — * — > On — 


| 
| 
| 
| 
! 
4 


CO RS 
— — ——— 


wel — x ů · —jů—A ¾ꝶmUN—7˖— E polar era — —— — r 


N ') 77 (6) 


DIA LOGU E v. 


HILANDER honouring us with his Com- 

pany laſt Night, told us he had been at * * * for 
ſome Days, where he had ſeen a Man of a very ex- 
traordinary Character, whoſe chief Excellence lay in 
the Knowledge of Books, among which he was bu- 
ried alive. As he is, proceeded he, a profound Ad- 
mirer of Antiquity, it is only the Volumes of the 
Ancients, or thoſe which were publiſhed in the firſt 
Age, after the Revival of Learning, that he will 
deign to look into. He profeſſes a perfect Contempt 
of the later Moderns, whom he uſes to call the 
Muſhrooms of a Day; and ſays, it is only thoſe 
high Spirits that have been mellowed by Time, and 


ſtood the Teſt of Ages, that are worth taſting. The 


firſt Time I happened tobe in his Company, not 
being well acquainted with his Character, but hav- 


ing heard that he was a Man of Learning, I aſk- 


ed him if he had read Mr. Pope's Eſſay on Man. 
He told me, Sir, you may ſpare your ſelf the trou- 
ble of aſking me ſuch Queſtions. I read no modern 
Books, but thoſe Authors only of the laſt Age, who 
have ſignalized themſelves by collecting and unfold- 
Ing to us the ineftimable Treaſures of Antiquity. The 
Moderns are all Waſps or Drones. Their whole Buſi- 
neſs is to ſting one another, or to ſuck the Honey of 
the laborious and generous Bees of ancient Times, 
| which 
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which they pretend to diftribute as their own. If you 
take from their Compoſitions thoſe exalted Spirits 
they have derived from thence, what remains is only 
a Caput Mortuum. Robbers, who thus load themſelves 
with the Spoils of the honeſt and induſtrious Part of 
Mankind ought to be baniſhed the Republic of Let- 
ters, and publicly condemned as Thieves. Com- 
mend me to an Homer, a Plato, or an Ariſtotle, thoſe 
Parents of Learning, who, with immenſe Sagacity 
and Labour, ranſacked every Corner of Nature, ga- 


thered from every Flower and Plant, their precious 


Stores, and then imparted them to the whole World, 


with a Generoſity equal to their vaſt Erudition. 
Thele, Sir, are the Books I chuſe to read 


Tuvat integros accedere Fes 0 
Atque haurire | 


* . 
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T aſked pardon for ET to trouble him with 


Queſtions about any Thing he did not like—and 
decently retired. 


I wilt lay any Wager, faid Reb, this muſty 
Mortal knows no more of Men than he does of 


modern Books, and is as great a Stranger to the 
| Faſhions of modern Life, as he is a Connoiſſeur i = 
the Modes and Forms of the ancient World. 1 
will engage he can adjuſt the Plaits of a Roman 
Tega, better than he can thoſe of his own Gown, if 


he wears one ; and will tell you the Value of a 
Mina or Attic Drachm, better than of a Moidore, or 
Piece of Eight. 

You judge very truly, .replied Philander, he is 
a mere Book-worm, ——perfealy ignorant of the 


one. common Decencies of Life, His odd Aſpe& 
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and uncouth Addreſs, as well 2s the. little Cohee- 
ſation I had with him, made me enquire more par- 


ticularly into his Character. I found him, Eugenio, 


to be ſuch as you imagine in every Reſpect. He ne- 
ver reads any News, and knows Nothing of what is 


doing in the World about him. The Revolutions 
of Europe give him no Concern; to him they are 


mere Trifles. I am not certain, if he knows what 
Form of Government he lives under, but he can 
trace the Grecian and Roman Republics from their 
Origin, through all the Steps of their Progreſs and 


| various Revolutions, to their Decay. He can ha- 


rangue to you, whole Hours, of all the great Charac- 
ters of Antiquity ; but a Lord Chancellor, or 2 


Prime Miniſter of Great Britain, are too puny Ob- 


jects to attract his Notice. When he appears in 
Company, you ſee Something ſingular and oddly an- 


tique in his Dreſs. A Wig is too modern an Inventi- 


£ for him, and he would fain introduce the looſe 
obes of Antiquity, which, he ſays, are at once ma- 
jeſtic, and ſalutary to the human Conſtitution, inſtead 


of the ſtiff ſhort Cloaths of the Gothic Cut. If, at a- 


py Time, he ſtumble into aCompany of Ladies; they 


. are quite frighted at his aukward Appearance, and aſk 


one another from what mouldy Cell this Wonder has 
ept. Ne talks to them of Cuſtoms they never 
rd of, and in a Style as antique as his Manner, 


quotes Scraps of antient Story, and brings San- 


chuniathon, or Diodorus Siculus, and Dionyfius Hali- 


cCarnaſſenſis for his Vouchers ; and informs them of 


the' Faſhions worn by Aſpaſia, or Cleopatra, and o- 
ther celebrated. Toaſts of Antiquity. Ten to one 


if ſome Piece of his Dreſs is not awry, or inde- 


cently unbuttoned. But the Ladies make ample 
Repriſals 
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Repriſals upon him, when they talk of Balls, Maſ- 
querades and Ridotto's, Tetes and Robes de Cham- 
b#e's,- an Idiom as barbarous and unknown to him, 


as his Greek is to them. 


The Company were both ſurprized and entertain- 
ed, to hear of ſuch an Oddity in our Times, when 
every Body's Taſte is ſo much modernized. *- 
 Sopbron (aid, What Pity is it to ſee ſo much 
Learning miſapplied and rendered in a Manner uſe- 
leſs in Life, through the perverted Taſte of its Poſ- 
ſeſſor! How much farther will à little Grain of 
good Senſe go, in the Way of Buſineſs and Prac- 
tice of the World, than whole Loads of uſeleſs E- 


rudition! I doubt not, but this good Man, with 


the Help of a little more Judgment, or by having 
his Studies directed in a right Channel, might have 
roſe toSomething conſiderable in the World: Whereas 
now he grows mouldy and ſuperannuated in his Clo- 
ſet, or perhaps riſes no higher than the Character of 
an able Grammarian, or laborious Lexicographer. 
What a different Creature is he from thoſe great 
Scholars and Ancients he ſo much admires! Homer, 
we are told by ſome one of his ingenious Hiſtorio- 
graphers, was a welcome Gueſt at the Tables of 
the Great, Princes courted the ſtroling Bard, and 
he ſhone in the Company of the Ladies, who lif- 
tened to him with filent Wonder, while he paint- 
ed the Charms of an Helen, or ſung the melodious 
Hymns of Minerva and Venus. He was thorough- 
ly acquainted with their Modes of Dreſs, and could 
entertain them with alt the pretty Trinckets that 
go to the Coeffure of à fine Lady. A Plato, even 
a divine Plato, and' his exalted Maſter, the Parent” 
of practical and moral Philoſophy, condeſcended to 
Ha ſtoop 
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ſtoop to the Apprehenſions of the meaneſt Arti- 
fan, and to talk in plain Greek, of the moſt com- 
mon Affairs of Life. Is it not prepoſterous then, to 


f admire Antiquity ſo much, and yet not imitate that 
Fart of it which is the moſt commendable ? To pro- 


fels ſuch a Veneration för i its moſt illuſtrious Men, 
yet be the very Reverſe of their Character? And 


Jet are not ſuch Inconſiſtencies too often to be met 


with among Men of Learning? Nay, are not the 


Profoundeſt Scholars frequently the moſt ignorant 
| of the World, and the worſt qualified for Buſi- 


neſs, or making a Figure where they ought to appear 


With moſt Luſtre and Advantage? 


; I, confeſs, ſaid Eugenio, if you will She me to 
fin ſo, I have been - often diverted with the auk- 
ward Figure the Generality of Scholars, or mere 


College-bred People make. If, at any Time, they 
axe drawn out of their Cells into the World, and 


appear in polite Company, they look like the Inha- 
bitants of another World, as perfect Strangers as 
Philander's Acquaintance, to the Manners and Fa- 
ſhions of this. Their Concern is viſible- to all a- 
bout them; like ſolitary Animals, who have lived 


in Caves and Deſarts, they ſeem to be afraid of 


Company, and cannot bear to have the Eyes of o- 
thers fixed upon them. How have I bluſhed to 


ſee the poor Creatures, with all their Duſt and 


Mouldineſs about them, ſweating for want of know- 
ing What to ſay, diſconcerted by every Queſtion put 


to them, utterly at a Loſs what to do with their 


Hands, or how to diſpoſe of their Limbs ! T baye 


ſeen the Silence of the Company put them in an 


Agony, and make them redden like a bluſhing Girl. 
What a Reproach does it Caſt on Learning, to ſee 


it's 
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its Friends wearing ſo mean and ridiculous -a Garb 
If it unfits a Man for the Commerce of the World, 
or unqualifies him for Buſineſs, methinks he had bet- 
ter be without ſa unprofitable, 1 0 ſay ls m_ 
ful an Accompliſhnent. 
 Philander ſabjoined; It is with deep Rene Bus 
genio, that I obſerve; your Remark is generally too 
true. And I am afraid this is one Reafon why Learn- 
ing has been fo often baniſhed from Company and 


the World, into Schools, and the Monkith Retreats 


of ſolitary Mortals, as if it were ineompatible with 
Politeneſs of Manners and elegant eaſy Converſa- 
tion. One Kind of Knowledge has been thought 
neceſſary to furniſh @ learned Head, and quite a- 
nother to form a Gentleman. People preſume, with- 
out examining, becauſe ſome Men, reputed learned, 


have been mere Simpletons in the common Affairs 


of Life, that therefore all Men of Learning muſt 
be ſo. They take it for granted, that a Man who has: 
a Deal of Book-Lumber about him, is, on that 
very Account, unqualified for the Practice of the 
World. Formerly the Divorce between Science 
and Capacity for Buſineſs, between Politeneſs and 
Learning, was not ſo common a Sight as, I am a- 
fraid, it has been in later Times. How many 
great Men, in ancient Ages, have united the Charac- 
ter of the Scholar and the Gentleman? Some. of 
the ableſt Philoſophers of Antiquity were Men of. 
Action as well as Study: they ſhone in the Courts 
of Princes no leſs than in the Walks of Philoſo- 
phers, and were as eminent in Camps as in . 

demies. | * 
The celebrated Sages of Greece were all, but one, 
Governors in their reſpective Cities; and that 
one, 
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one, I mean Thales, you know, Gentlemen found- 
ed a famous School, to which he gave Laws, full 
as durable and extenſive as thoſe the others framed, 
by the Oracles of Wiſdom which he uttered. And 
if we conſider their Succeſſors in Wiſdom, we ſhall 
find them no-wiſe inferior in Reputation. Plato, 
for Inſtance, whom Sophron juſt now mentioned, 
was a Man of the World, as well as a profound 
Scholar, a great Traveler, and withal a laborious 
Student, courted; by Princes, and converſant among 
_ thoſe of the firſt Rank and Fi igure both at home 
and abroad. His noble Competitor, and Rival in 
Philoſophy, was no leſs a fine Gentleman and great 
Captain, than a Philoſopher of the firſt: Order. 
And no Man ever knew better how to practiſe the 
_ deepeſt Maxims of Philoſophy on the moſt trying 

and important Occaſions. Ariſtotle, another of the 
Socratic Family, was a Man of immenſe Learning 
and unwearied Applicatien to the Sciences, yet 
Tutor to a Prince, verſed and active in State-Af- 
fairs, joining the Elegance of a Court to the Depth 
of ' a Scholar. Thucydides diſtinguiſhed himſelf in 
the Service of his Country, both as a great Ge- 
neral and an eminent Citizen, and hath left be- 
hind him an immortal Monument of his Reach and 
Capacity in either Character. 

In the amiable Polybius we ſee the polite Gen- 
tleman, the generous Patriot, the able Statefman, 
the univerſal Traveller and Scholar. 

Nor were the Roman Worthies, inferior to the 
illuſtrious Models from whom they drew. Was not 
Cato the Cenſor, whom Livy charaCrizes as ſo ac- 
compliſhed an Architect of his own Fortune, an ex- 
cellent n and able Speaker; a Hoble * 
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ral, and withal deeply killed in all the Learning of 
his Times? The Hounger of that Name joined the 


ſevereſl Practice to the moſt rigid Precepts of Phi- 
loſophy, and was no leſs eminent for his Dignity and 


heroic Spirit, as a 1 than for his Reach as 
a Scholar. | 


I cannot help thinking, ſaid bund chat both his 


Practice and Philoſophy were - alike too moroſe and 
unfriendly for Society, eſpecially in a State where 


Conduct was as neceffary as Courage to defeat Vil 


lany, and where Virtue wanted the Seaſonings of 
Art to render it palatable to a corrupt People. 

Perhaps, replied Philander, Cato urged Thinys 
with too impetuous a Career, and poſſibly bis Virtue 
was of too blunt an Edge to cut through ſuch knot- 
ty and knaviſh Times; but natural Temper is a 
ſtubborn Thing to deal with, eſpecially if the Prin- 
ciples of Philoſophy co-operate with it. But I hope, 
Eugenio, you have not the ſame ObjeQion againſt 
his eminent Contemporary Cicero, in whom the O- 
rator, Stateſman and Philoſopher combined to form 
a very iltuſtrious Character. His vaſt Erudition was 


no Prejudice to his political Capacity. It was all 


applied to public Good, or perſonal Glory. His 


Experience and Practice of the World added Luftre 


to his philoſophical Character, and = mw 
 Heightenings to his Learning. 


I wiſh, ſaid Conflant, your Orator had not fallen 


into the very Reverſe of that Fault but juſt now con- 


demned in Cato: I mean, a ſupple Verſatility of 
Manners, which made him truckle to the reigning 


Party, flatter and careſs thoſe Men whom he hated; 


and do many Things beneath the Dignity of a Roman 
Citizen, and much more, of a * 2 
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For my Part, I had rather imitate the blunt, intre⸗ | 


pid Honeſty of the ſurly Stoic, and in doing ſo, con- 
tinue always of a Piece with my ſelf, than by flily 
trimming to Perſons and Times, become a very Pro- 
teus in my Character, or through a filly Ambition to 
be agreeable to Knaves and F _ forfeit my D 
ty as a Man. 
You certainly make a right Choice, Conſlant, re- 
plied Philander ; and yet I am perſuaded there is a 
Juſt Mean, between the inflexible Statelineſs and 
Cynical Honeſty of the Stoic, and the too pliable 
Turn and ſmooth artificial. Addreſs of the Academic. 
But, methinks, you are Somewhat too ſevere upon 
this truly great Man, who, by the Confeſſion of his 
Enemies, was a hearty Lover of his Country, and 
who, if ever he diſguiſed or departed from his 
real. Character, did it, the more effeQually to 
promate the beſt of Interefts, thoſe of Li- 
berty and public Happineſs —But he needs no 
Teſtimony of mine to vouch for or vindicate his Re- 
putation. Let his Actions and immortal Writings do 
it for him. It will at leaſt be owned, that his Cha- 
racter is ſufficient Authority to prove the Point for 
which I produced it. I might name many others for 
the ſame Purpoſe; Paulus Amilius, Scipio Africa- 


mus, Lucullus, and. particularly Ceſar, in whom we 
admire the fine Scholar, as much as the well-bred 


Gentleman, the elegant Orator, the accompliſhed 
Politician, the unrivalled Commander, and only re- 
gret that ſuch ſuperior Talents ſhould have been 
employed, I mean. abuſed, to the execrable Deſign 
of enſlaving his Country. But there is no Occa- 
ſion to produce Examples to prove that genuine 
8 and the brighteſt active Accompliſhments, 

are 


this © as —_— TY —_ — 1 NT TO a — n 8 1 


het £ © *% „ % we ow fad 


JJ ERTTRTTYTY9 Toon 


Dial, V. EDUCATION} 95 


are not incompatible. I will not ſay that modern 


Times do not afford many Inſtances of the ſame 
Truth. But I believe they are rarer. Many emi- 
nent Stateſmen, Captains, and Men in the higheſt 
Stations' of a late Date, have been able Scholars, 


And 1 could name ſeveral great Characters, now in 


publie Life and Luſtre, who excel in the Arts and 
Sciences. But theſe Men have added to the Cul- 
ture; received in the eftabliſhed Seats of Literature, 
farther Improvement from private Inſtruction, and 


an extenſive Intercourſe with the World. But, turn 


the Medal. How few of your profeſt Scholars, if 
taken from their deep Speculations, and produ- 
ced upon the Theatre of the World, or ſent 
abroad, on an Embaſſy, to command an Army, 
or govern a Province, would make any tolerable Fi- 
gure, and not rather bring Diſgrace and Contempt 
on Scholar-Craft ? I am afraid it is either Learning 
of a different Kind, that has been too often taken 
up with now-a-days, or Something i in the Manner 
of communicating it, that has given it ſuch an un- 
friendly Aſpe& on Buſineſs and the World, and 
— 1 am : to ſay, too many Ne bee againſt 
it. 

When Mare ſaw that Philander had made an end, 
he gravely ſaid, is it not too evident, Gentlemen, 
that Learning has been hitherto uſed by the Genera- 
lity, as a meer Scaffold to Preferment ? Certain Ex- 
erciſes were to be learned, and a Set of Forms gone 
through : a Man was obliged to perform his Qua- 
rentine for a Term of Years, in the outer Court of 
the Muſes, and then he was admitted to the inngr 
Court, where he was either crowned with nominal 
* or rewarded for his Attendance and Oſten- 

tation 
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tation of a little Common- place Learning, with 
ſubſtantial Poſt or Penſion. When he had thus 
raiſed his Building, and obtained a Seat among the 
1*arned Order, then down with the Scaffolds as of no 
farther Uſe. He had finiſhed his Work, and might 
then reſt from his Labours. If any Minds of a no- 
bler Mold, true. Lovers of Knowledge, applied for 
more liberal Inſtruction to the profeſt Maſters of Sci- 
ence, their ſtarched Garb and forbidding Look, were 
apt to frighten the Beginner; but if ſome, eager to 
be introduced to the Company of the Muſes, hap- 
pened to preſs forward inta.che venerable Manſion, 
they were.entertained there with an antiquated Kind 
of Sophiſtry, and metaphyſical Jargon of Entities, 
Categories and-Predicaments, and were inftituted in 
the Chimes of Mode and Figure, by which they 
laid in Materials ; for what? A Capacity to wrang- 
le and debate. If at any Time they allow'd them 
to look into Authors of another Character, the il» 
luſtrious Greehs and Remans, or Moderns of the ſame 
Stamp; _ inſtead of entering into the Spirit of a 
Work, pointing out the Beauties of Compoſition, 
forming their Pupils. to a Reliſh af noble Characters 
and Sentiments, or inſtructing them in the Condu& 
of Life; Taſks indeed, for which they themſelves 
were ill qualified: they initiated them, perhaps, in- 
to the Rules of Proſody and verbal Criticiſm, 
ſhew'd them the various Readings, inſpired them 
with an high Veneration for Authority and Degrees, 
but above all, an inviolable Mchment to eſtabliſhed: 
Forms and Statutes, 

Many of the raw Diſciples, hs woplicie Autres 
of their, Teachers, were caught with this ſolemn Pa- 
rade of En and believed that to be wontirous 


deep 
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deep and learned, which their ſhort Underſtandingy 


could not fathom. . Thus, they learned Sound inftead 


of Senſe,. imagined they. knew every Thing, while 
they were ignorant gf the very  fipſt Elements of 
8 ; and. preſumed themſelyes qualified to ad 
any Part iLife, yet, when it game to the Trial, were 
found good for Nothing. Ochers of a nicer Tafte 
and higher Spirit, being fed with thoſe Scraps and 
Cruſts of Science, were ſoon diſguſted, and, tired 
with ſuch fruitleſs dry Study, threw off all. farther 
Thoughts of Learn) ng. They quitted 2 Chace 
which afforded ſo little Game, and either tried the 
Purſuits of Ambition and Intereſt, or took refuge 
in the gayer Amuſements of the Men of Pleaſure. 
If any one had the good Fortune by the Strength 
of natural Parts, or Conduct of ſome happy Geni- 
us, to eſcape t thoſe thorny Labytinths, and get into 
2 ſmoother Track ;. then fairer Proſpects opened 0 
View. and the Connection between Life and Learn 
ing having clearly appeared, in that Caſe Know- 
ledge of a more ſegitimate Kind began to dawn. up- 
9 him: the ſeveral Quarters of Science diſplayed 

1 to his Sight, and the Aſcent to gh Sent 

e Muſes became inviting and eaſy. 
b {9 long as Learning was made an Aﬀai of lo- 


tereſt and Tool of Ambition, or was, managed by 


thoſe, who are unqualified for the Work, and who 
were engaged by ſome perſonal, or Party-Intereſt - 50 


: Tins an adulterate Kind of it into the Minds of the 


1 75 the Progreſs of Science was very flow,” and 
its F. rjiends deſp aired 40 {ce it the Study c of Cen- 
tlemen. And ſhould ever the ſame State of "Thin, * 
return again, * am afraid the Republic of Letters. 
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ſeldom or never produce Men of Genius or Capaci- 
ty for the grand Employments of Life. But let Stu- 
dents be once inſtituted in the Rudiments of a prac- 
tical, genuine Knowledge, I believe Learning will 
be found to be one of the fineſt Accompliſhments of 
a Gentleman. It will not be ſo rare a Sight as it has 
been, till of late, to ſee Scholars come forth from 
Schools and Colleges i into the World, fit to appear 
in Courts and ſhine in Senates, Men qualified for 
the higheſt Offices whether civil or military. 
'T am afraid, ſubjoined Conflant, ere we can ex- 


- peQ an entire Revolution in the Commonwealth of 


Learning, ſuch as we wiſh for, and is begun of late, 
we muſt find Teachers of another Stamp than thoſe 
who have generally preſided over the Education of 
Youth. With fuch' Maſters as the Ancients had, 
we ſhould not have wanted Scholars of Genius to 
make as notable a Figure as they did. In ancient 
Times, Maſters formed their Pupils for Action with 
no leſs Care, than they inſtructed them in Arts and 
Eloquence, Homer tells us, that Peleus ſent Phenix 
along with his Son Achilles, to the Trojan War, to 
be his Tutor both in Speaking and Acting. Plato 
taught Dion of Hraeuſe the ingenious Arts, and 
likewiſe rouzed him in Defence of his Country. 
Ariſtotle did not only ſpur his royal Pupil to Glo- 
ry and Renown, but guided his Career, and taught 
him both to ſpeak and act. So did Lyfis,* Epami- 
nondas, the greateſt Man in Greece. Iſocrates in- 
ſtructed the warlike and learned Timotheus, Son to 
the brave Conon. And NXenophon formed, both by 
| his Precepts and Example, Ageſilaus, a Prince il- 
luſtrious for every Accompliſhment and Virtue. Pe- 
" ricles, who excelled both in Eloquence and Action, 
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in ſo much that Perſuaſion was ſaid to dwell upon 
his Lips, and who governed Athens forty Years, 
was trained up under Anaxagoras, a Man of uni- 
verſal Learning. I might offer more Inſtances of 
the ſame Kind, were it neceſſary. I ſhall only add, 
that even thoſe who were of the bigheſt Order of 

Prieſts, were not only conſulted as Oracles in Mat- 


ters of Religion, but were of admirable Uſe to the 


Youth by their Advice and Inſtructions in civil Af- 
fairs, and ſhone both in the Senate and Forum. 
Witneſs, Publius Craſſus, T. Coruncanus, Scewola, 
and many others. If therefore ſuch were the Tu- 
tors, no wonder the Scholars became ſo eminent in 
their ſeveral Capacities and Profeſſions. Had. our 
modern Tutors, been better qualified than they were 
we might then have expected to ſee a genuine and 
uſeful Sort of Learning more univerſally taught, and 
our Youth formed for an active Life, as well as one 


; that was purely deſigned to. be contemplative. 
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* HE. other Night, Eugenio, who is no Dogma- 
1 tift, but loves to wear his Opinions as he does 
his Cloaths, with an Air of Negligence and Eaſe, and 
alters them almoſt as often as the Faſhions, advanced 
2 Paradox at the Club, which, at firſt propoſing, ſur- 
prized us a little. 7 ahh 
- © Gentlemen, ſaid he, with his uſual Gaiety, what 
a mighty Pother is made, by you and a great many o- 
thers, about the Affair of Education! What a Noiſe 
about inſtilling Principles into the Minds of Youth, 
forming their Tempers by an early Culture, teaching 
them the Opinions of this and that Party, crouding - 
theit Heads with a Number of Names and Ngtions 
and dead Languages, and anticipating their Genius 
and Choice by the Reſtraints of a ſevere Diſcipline ! 
I do not know whether it would not be much better 
| to leave the Mind open and untinctured with the 
Prejudices of Education, to truſt to the genuine Dic- 
tates of Nature and good Senſe, which will teach a 
truer and more uſeful Knowledge than moſt Maſters 
have themſelves. After the Rudiments of Language 
are attained, what is learned in moſt Schools and Col- 
leges, but a Set of hard Words, with an inſignificant 
Parade of Knowledge, or a vain Conceit, that we 
have imbibed the very Arcana of Science, joined with 
a thorough Contempt of all others whom we fancy 
leſs knowing? Or if ſuperior Senſe teach us to deſpiſe 
the falſe.Glare of Learning, -with which old Fools a- 
mule young ones, tis ten to one, if we do not at leaſt 
bring away with us from thoſe Seminaries, a Spirit of 
\ | - Party 


. 
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Party, and Attachment to narrow Principles, found- 


ed on Intereſt, which we never afterwards get rid of 
Does it not happen from hence, that one Half of our + 


Life is ſpem in unlearning the Prejudices and popular 
Errors we acquired in the other Part of it; not thoſe 
only for which we are indebted to our Nurſes, but 


thoſe we learned i in Schools, which are more difficult | 
to be rooted up, as they were planted with ſo ** ; 


Care.and Appearance of Wiſdom ? 
Pray Eugenio, ſaid Conſtant, what is this nice Me- 


thod you would propoſe to keep the Mind impenetra- 


ble to Prejudices and Miſtakes, and to acquaint It 
with Philoſophy and Science, without obliging it to 


£0 through the ordinary tedious Proceſs, by which i it - 
is attained? The Invention of ſuch an expeditious 


Method will entitle you to a large Premium from the 


Public, and ſave the Nation an infinite Deal 95 Trg ; 


ble. 


Why truly, 8 Eugenio, my Method i 18 otter 
nice nor far-fetched ; but quite ſimple, and ſuch as 
Nature itſelf dictates. Inſtead of putting the Mind 
into a Mould, and hampering it with the Trammels 


of Education, in my Opinion it would be better to 


give unlimited Scope to Nature, to lay no Biaſs on 


Judgment and Genius, to infuſe no poſitive | Opini- 
ons; but to let the young Adventurer, like the in- 


duſtrious Bee, wander about in queſt of intellectual 
Food, rifle every precious Flower and Bloſſom, and, 
after he has picked up Materials from every Quar- 
ter, range and digeſt them into a well-compadted and 
uſeful Body. Such a Conduct would, I doubt not, 
produce more original Genius's than we generally 
meet with; it would promote Invention, aad cna- 


ble the Mind, unbeaten and unſubdued by Art, to 


I 3 take 
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take amazing Flights in Regions hitherto unexplo- 


red. That this is no Chimera of thy Invention, or 
an impracticable Scheme, may eaſily appear, from the 
daring Efforts of Genius in thoſe who have been no 

wiſe, or but little, cultivated by Art, and not imbi- 
bed the Principles of Learning at ſecond "Hand. 
Thus had Homer's Genius been formed and chaſti- 
Ted by the rigid Rules of Art, his Imagination 
would never have run with ſuch a ſwift and un- 
bounded Career, through every Region of Nature ; 
had he lived in morepoliſhed Times, and undergone 
the Diſcipline of Schools andColleges, and there been 
inſtituted in the Rules of Criticiſm, and the whole 


' Mechaniſm of Poetry, as it has been opened in mo- 


dern Times; I dare ſay he would never have attained 
that Perfection of Poetry, or painted Men and Manners 
with that Truth, and expreſſive Variety, for which 


5 he has been ſo juſtly celebrated in all Ages. Nay, 


had tlie Originals themſelves, from Which this great 


Maſter drew, been faſhioned by Art, or what we call 


Learning: and School-Breeding, T am convinced that 
they would neither have reached thoſe Heights of 
Prudence and Valour they did; nor have afforded 
ſuch entertaining Pictures, thou gh Homer himſelf had 
finiſhed them. And do you imagine, Gentlemen, 
that our Countryman Shakeſpear, the grand Mimic 
of modern Times, would have exerted ſuch im- 
menſe Fruitfulneſs of Invention, drawn almoſt eve- 
ry Paſſion and Habit of Nature in ſuch inimitable 


Colours, and animated his Pieces with ſuch a bold 
and original Spirit, had his Mind been fettered with 


a School-Education, or the native Spring of his Ge- 
nius cramped with Opinions, Syſtems, and a Load 


of Learning ? I was led into this Train of Think- 


ing 


„ TT 


for a Conjurer by the common People 
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ing, by an Inſtante I lately ſu of an ingenious Ar< 
tift in a neighbouring County, who without any 
Education, ' by the mere Dint of Genius, has ac- 
quired an aſtoniſhing Skill in Mechanics, contrived 


| ſome curious Engines for drawing Water, and made 


ſeveral Improvements upon ſeveral Machines for 
the Uſe of Life, ſo that he has been NTT taken 

could 
mention ſeveral other Inftances of Tradeſmen and 
Mechanics, who by the native Vigour of their own 
Genius and Application, without the Inſtruction of 
Maſters, have made a ſurprizing Progreſs in the 
Arts and Sciences. Had theſe Men been taught the 
common Rules of their Trade, and been led on in 
the ſame beaten Track of their Maſters, to whoſe 
Practice and Experience they had been confined, I 


am confident they would never have ſhown any 


Thing maſterly or inventive in their Way. 1 might 
prcduce other Inſtances in Mathematics, Optics, nay 
and in Philoſophy and Divinity. But I believe, Gen- 
tlemen, ſuch Inſtances are familiar to you. To con- 
firm what I have ſaid, I will tell you the Practice of 
a Gentleman of my Acquaintance, of a ſuperior 
Genius and univerſal Learning, who educates his 
Son upon the Plan I have here propoſed. He has i in- 
deed ſent him to School to learn to read and write, 


but not for ſome Years after the Time thoſe Things 


are uſually taught—But he does not inſtruct him in 
the Peculiarities of any Trade or Profeſſion, nor 
in the Badges and Singularities of any Party. . He 
lets his Mind open by Degrees, does not overlay the 
natural Fire of Genius, either with Leſſons. or rigid 


Reſtraints. He introduces him into all Company, 
and forbids only too familiar Commerce with Nurſes 


and 


1 
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and Servants; and indeed the Boy ſhews a drehe | 
Sagacity in moſt Things ; his Obſervations are quite 
natural, his Anſwers quick-and pertinent, and I have 
heard him make Remarks, which appeared much 
above his Years. If it be ſaid that ſuch a Genius, 
or thoſe others that have ſhone ſo bright with- 
out the Aid of Culture, had they enjoyed the 
Advantage of a regular Education, would have 
been ſtill more eminent in their ſeveral Accom- 
plimments; this is difficult to prove, and to me 
more difficult to believe. For had thoſe ſoaringMinds 
been encumbered with Rules, and inured to the 
ſame common Track of Study with others; I mean, 
accuſtomed to think and inveſtigate every Thing 
in the ſame: Road with their Teachers; I doubt 
much if they would ever have emerged from Ob- 
ſcurity, or got aboye the Prejudices, and low and 
narrow Practice of the Trade or Profeſſion to which 
they applied themſelves. 
I Xhope, ſaid Conſtant, with ſome Warmth, Eu- 
genio will forgive me, if I differ from him in a Point 
of ſuch Importance, as the Education or Nan-Edu- 
cation of Youth. For that ſeems to be the Point in 
queſtion. He wants to ſet all Things looſe. Let 
us once get free of all Principles and Reftraints, 
and then our Practice may take its full Swing. This 
is faſhionable Doctrine, and palatable to the pre- 
ſent Age; for it favours of Licentiouſneſs : But 
let us weigh it in the Scale of Reaſon. For my 
Part, I have been always of Opinion, chat it was 
of the utmoſt Conſequence to ſeaſon young Minds 
with Knowledge, as well as Virtue ; and, for all 
our Sceptical Friend has faid to the contrary, 1 ſee 
no Reaſon to alter my Opinion. Let us conſider 


what 
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What would be the natural Effects of that untu- 

tor d, uncultivated State, Eugenio ſo warmly re- 
commends to us, Let us ſuppoſe an Infant ex- 
poſed in the Woods, let him run looſe there with 
the native Savages, learn their Arts and Oecono- 
my, be of a Party with them in their nocturnal 
Excurſions, and make his Obſervations on the Brow 
of a Mountain, or in the ſhady Valley. Here 
I hope, no Art has entered to fabdue the native 
Vigour of Genius ; he has not been taught any 


of thoſe Prejudices that pervert, or thoſe Rules 


that fetter the Mind, nor has he been inſtituted 


in any of the diſciplinary Forms and Habits of 


artful Life. Take now your untaught Savage from 
his ſolitary Haunts, introduce him into Company, 
I fay Nothing of his Hair or Claws; I allow him 
to be gifted with Language by ſome ſupernatural 


Means; What Figure, think you, Eugenio, will he 


make among his kindred Race? What furprizing 
Inventions will he bring from the Woods? What 
Efforts of Genius or new Diſcoveries will he ſhew ? 
Will he greatly | excel his Fellow Mortals, who have 
been initiated in every Art, and had the Sinews 
of Genius hamftringed by the Culture of Schools 
and Academies ? Muſt not this gaping unformed 
Creature be taught the very firſt Principles of hu- 
man Knowledge, and the Arts of Civility, with 
which even a Ploughman or Porter is acquainted, 
before. we can diftinguiſh- him, otherwiſe than by 
his Shape and Features, from his Companions of 
the Woods ? Has he not a vaſt Stretch to make, 
before he can exchange his native Barbarity and 
Ignorance, for the immenſe Capacity of a New- 
ten, or the ingenious Acquiſitions of a Boyle ? But 

| you 


1 
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you will fay, this is making the moſt 8 
ble Suppoſition that can be. Well, let it be ſo, 
though, I think it ſhews clearly the Extravagance 
of my Friend's Scheme. I ſhall put the Caſe a lit- 
tle lower, and ſuppoſe him in the Midſt of Soci- 
ety, having the Advantage of converſing with 
Men in all Characters, and reading all Sorts of 
Books, but, as Eugenio would have it, let him 
follow the Conduct of his own Genius, and owe 
his Improvement partly to that, and partly to the 
Influence of favourable Circumſtances. We are 
told by Philoſophers, of no ſmall Note, that the 
Mind is, at firſt, a Kind of Tabula raſa, or like 
a Piece of blank Paper, that it bears no original 
Inſcriptions, when we come into the World,. 
that we owe all the Characters afterwards drawn 
upon it, to the Impreſſions made upon our Senſes; 
to Education, Cuſtom, and the like. Be that. as 
it will, certain it is, that a human Creature un- 
taught by Art, and undiſciplined by Habit, does 
of all other Creatures, lie the moſt open to Im- 
preſſions from without, and is the moſt ſuſcep- 
tible of every Form, Habit and Paſſion. Such a 
Creature is perceptive, and withal credulous; cu- 
rious, yet eafily impoſed on. We have an innate, 
and almoſt inſuperable Propenſity to Imitation, and 
imbibe Manners as eaſily as we do Opinions. Leave 
therefore a young Mind as open as you pleaſe, let 
no Culture be applied, let Nature do all, will 
it form no Opinions, contract no Habits? Some 
Company he will ſee, ſome Books muſt fall into 
his Hands, and he wili be converſant with a Va- 
riety of Objects. In ſuch a State, will he remain 
long uninfluenced by any Prejudices or Paſſions ? 
Will 


pular Errors? How is it poſſible to prevent this, 


unleſs you exclude him all human Commerce ?. 


Here then you have this Alternative to chuſe ; ei- 


ther to leave him to himſelf, to ſuck in ſuch 


Notions, and contract ſuch Habits, as his Cir- 
cumftances, and the uncertain Accidents of Life 
ſhall throw, in his Way ; or to cultivate his Mind 
with Care, ſow the Seeds of Knowledge and Vir- 
tue in it early, and improve his natural Talents by 
all the proper Arts of a liberal Education. For 
my Part, had I a Son to educate, I ſhould not 
once heſitate in my Choice. When Objects once 
preſent themſelves to the intellectual Eye, it will 
not remain long undetermined, but judge of their 
Forms, Relations and Proportions, as quickly as the 
bodily Organ does of Things which fall under its 
Obſervation: For it is with Opinions, as with our 
Choice of different Objects; the Mind is unea- 


ſy till it hath taken ſome se If then you do 


not prepoſſeſs it with true Opinions, it will as 
readily embrace falſe ones; nay, there is a great- 
er Chance for its doing ſo, as Error is infinitely 


diverſified, whereas Truth is fimple and uniform ; 
and therefore there is more Likelihood of its fall- 


ing in with the former than with the latter. "Tis 
the ſame with Manners. If you do not accuſtom 
your Pupil to good Habits, bad ones will be con- 
tracted; For the Mind muſt take ſome Form ; and 


according to the Mold of Example, Company and 
Fortune, into which it is caſt, ſuch will that Form 


be. From theſe Principles, had I not already, Gen- 


tlemen, encroached upon your Patience, I could 


deduce 
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Will Nothing ſtick, of all he ſees, or hears, or 
reads, ſo as to lead him into falſe Opinions and po- 
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Since ſeveral uſeful. Refle&tions. Give me "ke 
to mention but one: That it is of the utmoſt 
Conſequence, what Teachers Youth have, what 
Books they read, and what Company they keep; 
| becauſe generally upon theſe, depend their Senti- 
ments, * Charadter, and the . Colour af their 
future . 

I can hardly think, ſaid Philander, that Eugenio 
meant to.carry the Point ſo far as to aſſert, that Edu · 
cation and Culture were entirely unneceſſary, or per- 
nicious to Youth. I ſhould only believe he deſigned 
to expoſe. ſome of the ordinary Methods of Edycati- 
on, as too narrow and unſuitable to the free expgn- 
five Genius of Natyre. As little would I agree with 
- thoſe, Philoſophers Conſtant mentioned, that the 
Mind reſembles a Leaf of white Paper, 1 would 
rather compare it to a Seed, which contains all the 
Stamina of the future Plant, and all thoſe Principles 
of Perfection, to which it aſpires. in its After-grawth, 
and regularly arrives by gradual Stages, .upleſs it is 
obſtructed in its Progreſs by external Violence. Our 
Minds, in like Manner, are completely organized, if 
1 may ſay ſo, at firft ; they want, no Powers, no Ca- 
pacities of Perception, no InſtinQs or Affections that 
are eſſential to their Nature ; but theſe are in a Man- 
ner locked up, and are purpoſely left rude and un- 
finiſhed, that Prudence, Induſtry and Virtue, may 
have full Scope in unfolding, raiſing them up, and 
bringing them to Maturity. Tis the Buſineſs of 
Education, therefore, like a ſecond Creation, to im- 
prove Nature, to give Form, and Proportion, and 
Comelineſs to thoſe. unwrought Materials. And, in 
my Opinion, we have as much Need of the H 
of Culture to call forth our latent Powers, to direct 


their 


„ 
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their ,Exerciſe ; in fine, to ſhape and poliſh us into 
Men, as the unformed Block has of the Carver or 
Statuary's, Skill, to draw it out of that rude State, 
into the Form and Proportions of a Venus of Medi- 
cis, or an Olympian, Jupiter. But he had need to be 
a very nice and. ſkilful Artificer, who would under- 
take this creating, this forming Taſk, and hope to 
ſucgeed in it. Tis an eaſy Matter to ſay, ybu muſt 
. prepoſleſs the Mind with right Opinions, and accũſ- 
tom it to good Habits. But the Difficulty lĩes in do- 
ing it on a rational Foundation that is to ſay, in giy- 


ing it juſt, Opinions without weakening its Capacity ' 


of thinking, and ennring it to the beſt of Habits, 


without impairing its Vigour of acting. Now (is 
| certain, that Opinions which the Mind receives from 
others, upon their. bare Authority, withont perceiving 
- their;Reaſons, and Connections, may take faſt. bald 
of: the Judgment, eſpecially of the young. and un- 
experienced; but all ſuch Opinions fill the Mind 


' without enlightening i it, they give no Exerciſe, to the 
mental Faculties, but rather teach them to rely on 
the ARtivity of others, and conſequently lull the 
Mind into a ſtupid Indolence, and Inapplicarion of 
Its own derne 3.2, State the moſt dangerous, and 
unproductiye o f real Improve ment, we can well ſup- 
poſe. Opinions fo iwſylcd, are Sa A in che 
open an unſuſpicious © Seglon of. Lite ; ; but, tet them 
have once taten root, and b Deen nat rfl, 6d, 0 the 
Soil, Ag Effort ſhall make them clit th: OE ev er 
after. What fl zal ve ⁰ chen! f Shall the, d ind be 
left to the Tyielage of. Chance, | or to Fick. up; its 
Opinions, while it is Acabab e of judginz.for 3 1: Trot C2 
By GO; means. 26 und; gu, not form, its Ju gement 
* * Ly ſeaſon, it with 1 Naht Aae er :3, 10 "Fortify 
Vol. 1 Woe N 1 
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. Jt againſt the Infection of the bad) Doubtleſs. But 
take care how you proceed in this ſeaſoning Buſineſs, 
leſt while you ſeek an Antidote, you prepare Poiſon, 
and render it more ſuſceptible of Errors, by making 
it lean upon a Guide which may poſſibly, and we 
find often does, lead it into them; © I mean, the 
Judgment and Authority of Others. In the whole 
{of this Affair therefore, I would not anticipate, but 
follow Nature. No diſereet Nurſe would give 
Child Nouriſhment till it craved it, nor continue 
- cramming it, when its Hunger was allayed ; but pa- 
tiently wait the Return of Appetite. The Mind. too 
has its Cravings and Capacities. I would not 
it intellectual Food, till it ſhewed ſome Deſire of "3 
nor did it judge till it diſcovered a Capacity of 
- judging. We find that the Appetites and Capacities 
always go together ; ſo that Nature never ſtings with 
the Former; till it has beſtowed the Latter. When- 
ever, therefore, Curioſity and the Love of Enquiry 
begin to diſcloſe themſelves, it is a natural Indicati- 
on that Reaſon is now in a Capacity to act and digeſt 
* fuch Nouriſhment as is proper for it. Wherefore to 
teach the Pupil Words, to which he can affix no 
Ideas, or to prepoſſeſs him with Opinions, of which 
he is incapable to judge, is to cram him with Food 
© which cannot nouriſh, but may, nay muſt, turn into 
© Crudities and ill Humours. But ſay ſome, firſt teach 
bim the Things, he will underſtand the Reaſons af- 
5 terwards. Can that be called Knowledge, where 
the Mind diſcerns no Connection, or Agreement of 
Ideas? And if no Knowledge is conveyed, what is 
taught but Words? If fo, how much wiſer is your 
© Pupil made than a Parrot? But how is it poſſible to 
communicate Truth to the open and credulous Mind, 
77 without ſecretly and inſenſibly influencing its Judg- 
ment 
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ment, by the Authority of the Teacher? Nothing 
more practicable or eaſy, if you will let it teach itſelf; 
Strange | Chimera What, teach itſelf, before it has 
got any Principles, and become at once its own Tu- 
tor and Pupil! The Mind ſoon begins to compare 
Things, and, in Proportion to the Extent of its Obs 
ſervation, judges wherein they differ or agree; it 
deduces one Thing from another, and ſeldom makes 
a wrong Concluſion, if the Premiſſes ate faitly ſet 
before it. Let therefore ſuch Objects, as ate pro- 
portioned to the Stretch of the intellectual Eye, be 
preſented to it, and placed in the proper Point of 
View, and it will, by a ſudden and inſtantaneous 
Glance, comprehend them truly. All therefore we 

have to do, or which is fit to do, is to furniſh Ma- 
terials, and.. ſtore the Mind with plenty of Ideas ; 
it will range and combine them itſelf, and by a na- 
tural Kind of Inſtinct, cleave to Truth, while it 
rejects Error. Whereas if you anticipate its Judg: 
ment, lay down Principles for it, and draw Conclu- 
ſions from thence, though ever ſo juſtly, between 
which it has perceived no Connection, the Mind in 
all this Proceſs, having exerted no Act of its own, 


ſees Nothing, judges Nothing, and like one led in 


the dark or blindfold, truſts only its Guide, - Now, 
Gentlemen, I appeal to you, whether it bids faireſt 


for going right, by thus blindly following the Con- 


duct of every Guide, whom Chance throws in its 
Way ; or by faking Nothing upon Truſt, but by ſee» 
ing and examining. itfelf with all the Sagacity it is 
Maſter of. Such Exetciſe muſt naturally ſtrengthen 
the Mind, and enable it to ſee farther, and judge 


more ſurely of Things; but the ſervile Way of Au- 


thority hoodwinks the Mind, enervates the Powers 
N „ of 
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of thinking, and makes one the Dupe of every Im- 
Paſtor, who has Art or Impudence enough to ſet up 
His' Judgment as the Standard of Truth, and im- 

poſe his Opinions, as the unerring Dictates of Rea- 
ſon. Tis eaſy to ſee that it is only the Principles 
and Opinions, which he has imbibed in the ratio- 
nal Way, whoſe Foundations and Connections he 
has ſeen, or which he has, id a Manner, diſcovered 
himſelf, that can ſecure him effectually againſt the 
Seductions of Error, and Prejudices of Company 
and Books. For thoſe Opinions which he owes to 
Authority, may be eaſily ſupplanted by other, or 
preater Authority; and where he has no ' other 
Standard by which ta judge, he muſt for ever fluctu- 

ate amidſt contending Authorities, without any ſta- 
ble Bottom on which to reſt. It might be eaſy to 
fhew; in like Manner, that it is with Habits as with 
Opinions; unleſs they are raiſed upon a rational and 
juſt Foundation, and cemented with the original 
Principles of our Conſtitution, they will never ac- 
quire a proper Firmmeſs and Stabiſity, or be ſecure 
dgainſt the Counter-Workings of contrary Hahits and 
Impreffions: I mean, Gentlemen, thar, unlefs the 
Mind ſees the Reaſons, of its Actions, and be ac- 
cuſtomed to obſerve the Nature and Tendency of the 
Eouſe'ts Which it is habituated, and unlefs that 
Courſe be ägreeable to its original. Feelings and Af- 
feQions; it will never act with Vigour and Compla- 
Cerice; and though it may contract a ſtrong Propen- 
fity to à certain Object, or Scheme of AQion, yet 
| the Habit, wanting its main Baſis and Support, will 
be eaſily diſplaced, when the particular Influence, 
whethier 6f Example, or of Bribes or Terrors, cafes 
tö 28; of when # better Scheme of Conduct, which 
; approves 


Hani, that Culture and Education are bel tely * 
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approves itſelf to its genuine and eee, Feel-, 8. 


ings, is propoſed. - | 
Therefore, Gentlemen, tho 1 agree with Fra 


ceſſary to draw the unin formed Mind out of its na- 

tural; Rudeneſs, Ignorance and Barbatity, and to 
unfold and reſine the various Powers and Features 
of Humanity; yet I muſt join, iſſue with Eugenio, 
that the more open and diſentangled it is left, and 
the leſs it is embaraſſed with Rules, ſubdued by Any. 


; thority, and habituated to one Track of thinking, 


it will exert its natura Spring with more Vigour, 
and riſe t to greater Heights, of Knowledge and Vis, 
tue than it would have otherwiſe attained. 

I ſhould'think, ſaid Simplicius, that as the Progrefs 
of the Mind in Infancy and Childhood is exceeding-. 
Iy flow, and the Fields of Knowledge are of a va 
Extent, the ſhorteſt and directeſt Way were to teach 
it by Syſtem ;, ſuch an eaſy and compendious one, 
as ſhould contain the chief Elements of Know- 
ledge, neceſſary to be underſtood. in that early 
Period. If your Pupil be left to form his own 
Opinions, and collect ſoatter d Scraps of Know- 
ledge, as he beſt can, from his own Experience and. 
Obſervations; and, in the low operoſe Method of 
Deduction, to trace every Thing to firſt Principles; 15 
I am afraid he will advance heavily in his Taſk, an, 
never; acquire any juſt or well connected Series 0! 
Notions. Whereas A Syſtem ſhews a Set of. Princi- 
ples deduced to one's Hand, in a regular Order, and 
united into one entire well - proportioned Body, 
Teaching i in this Way therefore, and leading! him on ; 
eg lep, oonvincing, him of each Principle 
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n bees den g 
© he goth along, mült not öfly often his Wölk 
in the Acquiſition of Knowledge, but àccuſtotm Bim 
td a coherent Way of thinking on every Subject. 
Tt bas been 4 Method ways in Vogue, nor Would - 
diſcreet Teacher chüſe to innovate, ufileſs à better 
one were firſt ſubſtituted in its Place. It would be 
particularly dangerous in the Affair of Religion, to 
leave the Mind acceſſible to Error as well as Truth, 
and to let it form a Syſtem of Faith to itſelf out of 
the many diſcordant Opinions of Chifrans, in do- 
ing which, it might be ſo ealily led aſtray by the 
Artifice ef Seducers, or Love of Singularity and 
Novelty. But let it be firſt principled with a ſound 
and ſober Syſtem, this will be the nobleſt Antidote 
againſt Hereſy of every Kind; and when the Pupil 
is once Maſter of that, he may venture to walk 
alone with more Safety, in che thorny Paths of Con- 
troverſy, or aſcend the ſublimer Stages of Science. 
1 Confeſs; fail Hiero, looking ſomewhat detmure= 
ly, ve are much indebted to Sipplictur, for his admi- 
vable Method of inſtructing the Youth by Syſtem. 
"Tis, without queſtion, a brief Way, and frortens 
ene's Labours greatly, to have ſuch vaſt Funds of 
Literature diſpoſed in exact Symmetry and Order, 
all done up to one's Hand in fo ſmall a Bundle. And 
*tis well if it be a ſmall one. All the Difficulty is, 
do hit Upon a good one, unanimouſly approved by 
the beſt Judges öf the ſeveral Kinds. For I find a 
great Number of them, ſome recommended to us 
by Authority, others without that Sanktion: Eve- 
fy Country, nay, each different Club and Party of 
a Country, have got their peculiar Syſtems. There 
are none of them without their reſpeQive —_ 
P Is ey 


They all 
Rance bf all Morals and Theolegy. No if, amidft 


thoſe riv4l Syſtems; one meuld happen to make a b 


Choice, and, inſtead of à tris Of thoden offe, ſtum- 
ble upon a Mine of Error and” Hereſy ; one my 
ſo much the farther wrong; for being deluded 


y ſolemn Sephiſtry, dfeffed up in the PUmp of = 


Syſtem, and diſpuiſed with the Air of Truth and 
Seience. To whom therefore ſhall we addreſs out- 
{elves for Information, which is the ſafeſt and ſounds 
eſt Syſtem, and in Which the Blemente of alb ne- 
ceſfary Knowledge are deduced in the plalneſi and 


moſt unſophiſtieated Manner? And what is the prb- 
per Poſture and Point of View, in which one muſt 


ſtand to take the fuiteſt Survey of the 1 yo 
r NT 2d GH 

Were an Iman who had er eee e with 
my. Rank or Denemination of Chriftinks, to paſs 
into a Grim Country, where there was à free 
Toleration of the different Sects and Parties uf Chriſa 


tians, where all Häd full Liberty to propoſe und de- 


fend their ſeveral Opinions, und were indulged in 


their reſpetctive Forms of Wotthip und Government; 


let him converſe with thoſe different Farties, hear theis 
diſtin&t Pretenſions, and thoſe Arguments with which 
they ſupport their Cauſe, without having any Inte- 
reſt or particular Attachment to biaſs him in-Fayour. 
of any one of them more than another; do not 
we think him like to form a more impartial Judg- 
ment of the Equity of their ſeveral Claime, and the 
true Merits of the Cauſe in general, than a Chriſti- 
an, Who has been inliſted in a Party from his Infan- 
cy, who was taught the Shibbolerb, as ſoon as be 


Could 
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pretend i6 Sontain the very dum and Sub- 
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could liſp, and has ſince been often engaged in the 
Heats: of Controverſy? Or, ſuppoſe the authentic 
Charter of the whole Community put into his 
Hands, the Senſe of which each Corporation or in- 
dependent Company pretended alone to underſtand 
and appropriated to themſelves, while he continued 
ignorant of the partieular Pretenſions of each, and 
did:not ſo much as know. the Names of the different 
Claimants ; would he not be deemed. the moſt can+ 
did: Interpreter of the original Charter, and be Ap- 
pealet to by all, as the faireſt Arbitrator of their in · 
terſering Claim? But let us extend the Suppoſition 
a little farther; and imagine, that an Inhabitant of 
fome neigtibouring Planet ſhould pay a Viſit to our 
World, and traverſe the different Regions of the 
Globe, where there are the moſt. remarkable Syſtems 
of: Faith: were he to examine the Jewiſb and 
Cbriſtian  Teflamints,. the Coran of Mobammed, or 
the Doctrines of Confusius and Burgh ;. and were 
he td compare the Arguments with which the ſeve- 
ral Belie vers ſupport the divine Miſſion and Authori- 
ty of their teſpective Prophets; I dare ſay this diſ- 
_ intereſted Stranger would be univerſally allowed to 
be the moſt impartial Judge of their different Pleas; 
and when all were fairly laid before him, his Deci- 
ſion muſt be deemed- the moſt, Equitable, whether 
he pronounced in Favour of Jesus or Chriftians, 
Muſſulmen, Chineſe, or other Eaft-Indians. For 
neither Education, Intereſt nor any Party- Views, 
can be ſuppoſed. to lay any undue Biaſs on his Mind: 
Without ſome Impartiality of this Kind, how can 
one depend on the Judgment he forms of the con- 
tradictory Claims of the different Sects of Chriſtians, 
or the high Pretenſions of other Nations, who wor 
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call them Infidels. and who all aſſert the divine Au- 
thority of their national Religions? Hut as we can 
hardly ſuppoſe Children brought up in any Country, 
without imbibing the religious Principles in vogue 
there, nay, as it would be unfit not to lay the Impe- 
tuoſity of Youth under a religious Influence, I can- 
not help thinking it the beſt Way to keep them as 
much Strangers, as poſſible, to che diftingutſhing' 
Marks of Parties, the Names and Tenets, and little 
Particularities of contending Sects, that nod hoſtile 
Prejudices may be formed, no Antipathies nouriſi- 
ed againſt any particular Set of Men; that Huma- 
nity and Benevolence may have full Scope, and a 
Man may be valued and loved, not becauſe he has 
got his Head crouded with this or the other Set of 
Notions; but for the Honeſty of his Heart, and 
the Goodneſs of his Life and Manners. I muſt add, 
that no Perſon will do juſtice to himſelf, or his Re- 
ligion, Who does not, as much as he can, put him 
ſelf in the Place of the Mahometan or Planetariaw 
Inhabitant before mentioned; and, from that diſtant 
Eminente, take a wide and impartial Survey of the 
Party he Rab choſen; and the Principles he has em- 
braced. He muſt canvaſs every Notion; under what 
ſpecious Appearance ſoever it has been admitted; ſee 
upon hat Bottom his Faith ſtands, though guarded 
with che moſt awful Sanctions, and moſt ſolemn Ce- 
remoſied. For in moſt Countries theſe are t6: be 
ound. He muſt therefore trace back the ſeverul 
proꝑreſſive Steps of his Education, to the earlieſt 
Dawn of Redſon Nay,” if be be in good -earnet 
in Queſt of Fruth, he muſt caſt off the very Regards 


to a Party, if inconſiſtent with higher Obligations, 


— the Conduct of Honeſty and Reaſony 
whitherſoever 


Truth, whenever he applies himſelf to the Search. 


| be is educated, and conſequently into as blind and 
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whitherſoever they lead him, be the 2 
what they will. Parties may perhaps be neceſſary, 
and unavoidable in Church as well as State; but F 
think the leſs a Child knows of either, and the leſs 
he is tinctured with the Peculiarities of either, his 
Judgment will be more unbiaſſed, and conſequent- 
I he will have the faiteſt Chance to find out the 


Ido not pretend, that ſuch a Courſe will form one a 
zealous Party- man, of any Denomination, or an eaſy 
Tool; but I preſume it will bid fairer, than the Me- 
thods ſometimes taken, for making an honeſt or' 
good-natured Man; Qualities, in my Opinion, full 
as valuable as the niceſt Refinements of the Head: 
Since ſome of you, Gentlemen! ſaid Sophron; 
ſeem to apptehend fuch Danger from a narrow Edu- 
cation, I do not know whether the Method pro- 
poſed: by Hiere be ſo proper to obviate thoſe Dan- 
gers, and give it that full . 
to have. 

I am afraid the keeping one's Pupil purpoſely 
ignorant of the Diſtinctions and Parties that pre- 
vail, and the reſpective Badges by which they are 
ment and Veneration for that Claſs among whom 


ſupercilious à Contempt of all others. Or ſhould 
he diſcover that any Thing was artfully conceal- 
ed from him, he might apprehend there was Some- 
thing: very: ſingular, and well worth his knowing, 
in what was deſignedly hid; and thus might be 
tempted to indulge a Curiofity fatal to thoſe Prin- 
ciples' he bad already imbibed. I would offer an 
e 5 that ſhall _w W 
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Incovenieneies which are dreaded. Let your Pu 


enlarged with ſuch extenſive Views. | 
our Confinement to à narrow Spot of Ground, and 


Circle, obſerves how his Corporation or Comp 


ini e 


looks into the Cauſes of the Fall or Riſe of Trade. 
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Freedom and Compaſs, and be leſs liable to the 


be made acquainted, as much as may be, with 
Hiſtory of the World, the State and Revolutions 
of human Affairs in different Ages, and Nations; 
and then little Party- Names, DiſtinQions and In- 
tereſts will appeat mean and deſpicable to a Mind 
'Tis only 


our View of ſuch Objects only as lie within its 
Compaſs, that is apt. to raiſe our Admiration, and 


beget fond Prejudices or partial Attachments. A 
: Tradeſman in a Country Town fancies the Affairs 


of his Borough or Village, of the utmoſt Impor- 
tance to all the World beſide; thinks it the Mart 


of Trade, and that the Welfare of the Kingdom 
muſt riſe or fall, as its Intereſts flouriſh or decay. 


A Mechanic in the Metropolis takes in 4 lar er 
oa 


is connected with the larger Community; what 


Weight it bears, and is well acquainted with the 


different Intereſts and Characters of the Parties in- 
to which it is ſplit. A Merchant moves in a wi- 
der Sphere, and comprehends a larger Intereſt, be, 


and.the Influence of one Branch upon another. But 
private Regards to his Company, or in Favour perhaps 
of his particular Branch of Trade, ſhall frequently en- 
groſs all his Thoughts,, and entirely govern his Con- 
duQ, without any View to the public Good, or the 
general Intereſts of Mankind. A Miniſter of State, 
provided he be of a public Spirit, and entirely con- 
ſults the Common Weal, and has withal travelled 
and ſtudied the Genius and Policy of different 


Nations 
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Nations, is Maſter of a much wider Field of Obſerva- 
tion. For he notonly diſcerns the Wheels, upon which 
the whole Frame of Government moyes, the Intereſts 
of Parties, the Balance of Property, the Connec- 
tions of the landed and commercial ; Intereſts ; but 
nue the Influence of foreign upon domeſtic 
Affairs, the Balance of Power, and various political 
Connections and Dependencies of States and King- 
doms. We may, eaſily imagine, that one of ſuch. ex- 
tenſive Views will judge more ſoungly, of Men .and 
Things, and be leſs ſwayed by private or, party Views 
nnd Prejudices, than Perſons of narrower Obſervati- 
on and Experience. The Caſe is much the ſame 
with Reſpect to a narrow ot liberal Education. A 
--nafrow Set of,Principles,or aconfined, Vi iew of Men 

and Things cramps; the Mind, greatens little Ob 
Jes, and makes us violent in our Prepoſſeſſions, for 
and againſt Matters of no great Moment. A larger 
Comprehenſion diſpels the Fachantment, diſco- 
Vers the true Shapes and Froportions of. Objects, 
and teaches us, to meaſure our Eſteem according to 
their intrinſie Value. With Regard therefore to 
FSyſtems and Parties, Were it poſſible to make your 
3 acquainted with the ſeveral Denominations of 
| Chriftians, in this and former Ages, the different 


Creeds which have been compoſed, Whether by, Au- 


thority or without it, the Broils and religious Con- 
troverſies that have employed the [Tongues and Pens 
of the ableſt Diſputants, with their Springs and 
Leaders; nay, were he to be inſtructed in the Doc- 
trines of the Coran, and Expoſitions of Hali, or 
the Tenets of Con- ſu- cu; or were he to dip into the 
Arcana of Pagan Theology, the Myſteries of Ceres, 
the Egyptian Hieroglyphics, or the Commentaties of 
the 
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the Fewwi/b Rabbins, I apprehend no Danger from 
this unlimitted View of Religions, Sects, Myſte- | 
ries, Creeds, Controverſies, were it poſſible to take 


ſuch a Range with one's Pupil ;' but this is per 17 


haps impracticable. The more however he knows, 
the leſs will he be dazzled with Party Notions, | 
ſyſtematical or national Prejudices, and the lefs 
apt will he be to take Things upon Truſt. * 
I know Nothing that more opens and enlarges 
the Mind, than a Knowledge of Men and public 
Affairs. The Hiſtory of our own and paſt Ages, 

is not the worſt Treaſury whence this is to be 
fetched. There is one Advantage belonging to the 
Study of it, namely, that it keeps the Mind clear 
of that Rock which ſome of my Friends, who 
ſpoke before me, thought ſo dangerous; a" Nar- 
rowneſs of Principle and Partiality of Spirit. It 


generally expoſes plain Facts before us, and allows | 
us to deduce the Conſequenees, and ſets Men to 


view, in eyery Light, by delineating: their Paſſi 
ons, Intereſts and Actions. It calls back paſt Ages 
to inſtruct and entertain you, and though the 
Grandeur of thoſe Scenes may awaken and inte- 
reſt you, they ſeem to be too remote, and uncon- 
neQed with any immediate Concern you have in 
them, to Jay an unfair Biaſs on your Judgment. 
What is it to you, whether the Athenians or La- 
cedemonians had the Sovereignty of Greece? Whe- 
ther Carthage. or Rome obtained the Empire 


of the World? Whether Marius or Sylla played 


the Tyrants 7 Cæſar or ' Pompey reigned? While * 
Ages and Nations paſs, as it were in Review be- 
fore you, while the miglitieſt Empires riſe ſrom ſuch 
obſcure” Beginnings, advance, by ſwift or flow 
Steps, to ſuch enormous Bulks, and dwindle cown 
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again ſo faſt, till they are loſt in their original 


8 


Obſcurity, while. you gaze at the fleeting Scenes 


of human. Grandeur, the Triumphs and Over- 
throws of Ambition, the mighty Efforts of Vir- 
tue, the Conteſts and Ravages of Honour, the 
Struggles of Parties, the Removes of People, the 
Tranflations of Empire and Trade ; after the View 
of ſuch Viciſſitudes and Revolutions, what is there 
in human Life to ſurprize and aftoniſh ? How 
little will the Parties, . Controverſies, Sefts and 
Names appear, that Men make ſuch a mighty Buf- 
tle about ? How little will the Mind be under 
the Influence of partial Views, and narrow At- 


rachments, that is grown familiar with all that is 


grand, conſpicuous, and intereſting in the Circle. 
of human Affairs! It will not be apt to admire 
eaſily, nor to contract ſudden Antipathies againſt 
any. Thing, but judge cautiouſly and coolly of Men 
and Things. 

In Oppoſition to what Sophron had advanced, 


it was ſaid, that his Expedient would not quite re- 
move the Dangers dreaded from a narrow Edu. 


cation, ſince it ſeemed to be ſubject to thoſe ve- 
xy Difficulties he meant to obviate——that Hiſ- 


tory, without Doubt, is a noble and pleaſant Field 


to expatiate in, as it opens a Scene of freſh Won- 


ders to entertain the Scholar's Curioſity, and keep 
his Attention awake 
and eaſy Road to. Knowledge and Wiſdom, ſince 


nay, that it is a ſhort 


it lends us. the Experience of former Times, to 
direct our Conduct in almoſt every Circumſtance 


| of Life. But how Sophron would inſure us againſt 
being miſled into Partiality of Spirit and Principle, 
was not fo eaſy a Matter to comprehend. For 
OM what 
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what Hiſtorian ſhall we find, that is not biaſſed 

y ſome Party or Intereſt, ſome national or pri- 
9 Prejudice? Look into the Roman Hiſtorians, 
do not their Hiſtories wear the Air of Panegy- 


ics, rather than of ſtrict Narrations, when they 
ſpeak of their Country and its Exploits? But when 
they deſcribe others, do not they reſemble. Sati- 


riſts who write Invectives? Who elſe but the 
candid Polybius does juſtice both to the Romans 


and their Rivals the Carthaginians ? Were we to 
enter into the Detail of their Hiſtorians, what Dif- 


ferences ſhould we find, according as. they ſtood 


affected, and were of the Patrician or Plebeian 
Party ? What odious Colours does. the deſcriptive 


Appian lay upon the. braveſt Stroggles of Liberty 


and Virtue, and how artfully does be vilify the 
Patrons of Liberty, and Defenders of their Coun- 
try, to compliment the Race. of the Ce/ars? With 


what. Addreſs does the elegant and falſe Pater- 


culus change the Names and Appearances of Things, 


and flur over Vices with the Varniſh of Virtue, 


to make his Court to the Tyrant ? Who does not 
ſee the Dexterity. with which Ceſar, the Subyer- 
ter of Rome, palliates his Ambition, and the In- 
juſtice of his Cauſe, and ſeeks to grace his Victo- 
Tries with the Spoils of Truth and Virtue ? And 
us, it not too viſible, that the Patrician Pride and 


* Spirit did conſiderably leaven the Compoſitions of 
other Hiſtorians of Note, who are too apt to o- 
vercharge the Seditions, Diſcontents and Tumulta 
of the People, while they place in the moſt fa- 
vourable Light, the Arrogance and Oppreſſion of 


the Nobles ? The: ſame Remark might be made of 
? the Greek Hiltorians, who were generally Friends to 
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& 


124 DiaLloGvts concerning 


the Ariſtocracy, and profeſſed Foes to a popular Form 
of Government. It would be doing him too much 
Honour to mention that low Proſtitute, that fawn- 
ing Court-Tool Dion Caſſius, with any Thing but 
Contempt. But were we to deſcend ſo low as our 
own Hiſtory, is it not too apparent, that a Party 
Spirit animates many of our Hiſtorians, eſpecially 
when they approach -near their own Age, or. thoſe 
Ages in- which they fancy they are as much in- 
tereſted? Do not many of our Hiſtories ſeem to 


be written, rather to defend a favourite Cauſe, 


than to deliver a ſimple and juſt Narrative of FaQs ? 
Do we not therefore find the Execution proporti- 
oned to the Deſign ; lofty - Encomiums on thoſe 
who have been embarked in the ſame Cauſe; 
Vindications of the moſt deſtructive Court-Mea- 
ſures; nay, artful Defences of the moſt flaviſh 
Principles; and odious Miſrepreſentations of Men 
of the greateſt Characters who oppoſed them? In 
Hort, among Hiſtorians, how few ſhall we find, 
who, diveſted of Party, and Country Prejudices, 
have made Truth their ſole Aim, have drawn 
Characters, and given us a Detail of Actions, with- 
out perſonal Pique or Favour, and neither height- 
ened nor lefſened Things, to flatter others or ſerve 
themſelves ? Therefore I cannot help thinking e- 
ven Hiſtory a dangerous Study, and ſo much the 
more apt to miſlead the unwary Mind, that the Acti- 
ons it relates are great and intereſting. The Pleaſure 
ok the Narration is a Kind of Opium to lull the Mind 


-alleep, while the Writer is laying on falſe Colours to 
"diſguiſe and deceive. So that in reading Hiſtory, it is 
neceſſary to proceed with the utmoſt Caution; to 
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m know the Characters, Principles and Views at: the 
ch Writer; to compare Facts and different Repre- 
n- PRES 3 and from the "whole to deduce the 
ut | greateſt Appearance of- Probabiliry and 'Truth. Are 
ur there not other as noble and elevating Subjects 
ty to employ a young Mind, and that are ſtil] more 
3 remote from Party, and every partial Notion ? May 
fe not Mathematics and Philoſophy be juſtly reckon- 
n- ed among theſe ? For Inſtance, the Principles of 
to Geometry are abſtracted Truths, that draw to no 
ſe, Party, interfere with no Intereſts, and are con- 
a? nected with no ſecular or religious Syſtems. While 
ti- they accuſtom the Mind to à cloſe Method of 
fe Reaſoning, they open and enlarge its Views. Here 
e; Truth gains upon us by its native Charms, un- 
a- -aided by the Daubings of Art; and needs no Bribe 
iſh to captivate cur Regard: Every new Diſcovery 
en is a new Acquiſition, and fully repays the Labour 
In of the Search. When by the Help of this Nurſe 
id, of the Sciences, we ſtretch our Views beyond the 
es, narrow Limits of our World, trace the Laws of 
vn the Univerſe, and ſoar into the planetary and ce- 
the leſtial Syſtems, that are wide ſpread through the 
at- Abyſs of Space, how little does our Canton ap- 
ve pear! How contemptible thoſe Parties that ate 
e- formed, and the Buſtle that is made on ſome of 
he its puny Spots! The more we are converſant with 
A- ſuch magnificent Objects, the Mind riſes in Pro- 
ure portion to their Grandeur; the more we- grow 
nd acquainted with the Laws and StryQure of the 
-00 ſtupendous Frame, we are leſs ſubje& to the Ser- 
t 18 vitude of Prejudices and vain Panſes; our Ima- 


gination, Which uſed to be ſpent on Trifles, is 
now loſt in the Immenſity of Nature ;; and with 
L' 3 chat 
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chat Superiority of Mind which Knowledge beſtows, 
e can look down on thoſe common Objects, that 
Aurprize and amuſe our Fellow-Mortals. To ſee'a 
Plan laid out for univerſal Happineſs, conducted 
with an amazing Simplicity, and unchangeable Or- 
der ʒ lefſer Syſtems connected into one, this encir- 
cled with larger ones, riſing above each other, in 
infinite Progreſſion; and all theſe Cluſters of Sy. 
tems, and Worlds chain ed together, and balancing 
each other, and compoſing a perfect and harmonious 
Univerſe, is one of the largeſt Ideas that can fill a 
human Mind; a Sentiment not to be felt without 
Aſtoniſnment and Rapture. The puny Objects of 
human Grandeur, the little Intereſts and Diſtinctions 
that divide Mankind, the Pride and Oſtentation of 
Life, in a Manner, diſappear before this vaſt un- 
bounded Scene of Things. I conclude therefore, 
that if you can find the Art of employing the inqui- 
ſitive Mind, about ſuch exalted Contemplations, and 
rendering them eaſy and familiar to it, you will take 
the ſureſt Method, at once to diſengage it from the 
Influence of narrow Principles, and arm it moſt ef- 
fectually againſt the Incroachments of Prejudice, Big- 
Sotry and every little Party Pafſion.——But I forget 

myſel the Grandeur of the Subject hath hurried 

me beyond my proper Share of the Converſation. 

= Gentlemen, ſaid Philander, who now wound up 

the Debate, the Diverſity of your Sentiments, in 
the Courſe of this Debate, has given me more Plea- 
fure than if you had all been in one Way of thinking. 
For I doubt not but ſeveral uſeful Hints may be ta- 


ken from your different Opinions, for the better con- 
ducting the Affair of Education: I believe Eugenio, 
Sr all his ſceptical Humour, will confeſs, that the 
„ 1 | boldeſt 
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boldeſt youthful Traveller, who ever ſet out in the 
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Road of Science, though furniſhed with the choiceft 


Gifts of Nature, and prompted by the keeneſt Cu- 
rioſity, will need a Guide to lead him Part of the 


Way, and point out to him the principal Quarters, 


the high Roads and Boundaries of Knowledge, that 
he may not diſtreſs himſelf to little purpoſe amidſt 


the thorny Brakes, nor loſe his Way in the uncultiva- 
ted Wilds. But though a proper Guide may be ve- 
ry uſeful, yet no one will from thence conclude, 


that even the unexperienced Traveller muſt follow 


him with an implicite Faith, or never go out of the 
beaten Track, to make new Diſcoveries, or find out 

ſome riſing Ground, from hence he may take a more 
advantageous Survey of the adjacent Country, but 
eſpecially of thoſe Parts that were never trodden by 
human Foot : much leſs that we are always to go like 
Children, with Leading-Strings, and never venture 
to walk alone, or get out of fight of our Keepers and 
Nurſes. However, Eugenio has ſhewn, that the more 
liberal and ingenuous the Education is, and*the leſs 
the opening Genius is crampt in its firſt Excurſions, 
it will ſtretch with a ſwifter Career in the wide Fields 


of Truth and Science. Hiero has ſeconded him in 


ſome Meaſure, on this Topic, and by an Inſtance 
borrowed from our higher Concerns, 'ſhewn the 


Danger of inſinuating narrow Notions, and a Party- 


Spirit, in Affairs of Science, or the Buſineſs of 
Education. Conſtant, on the other Hand, has evin- 
ced the Neceſſity of Culture, to call forth the Seeds 


of Genius, to nouriſh and tend them in their Growth, 


and raiſe them to Maturity, by ſhewing what a 
ſimple and ſavage Creature Man would be, if left 
entirely to his own Conduct, and unimproved by 

Inſtruction 
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Inſtruction, Converſe and other Advantages derived 
from Society, | From what he and . Hiero have aid, 
Ichink it muſt follow, that, as the Underſtanding 
ought to be opened and enlarged, by laying the beſt of 
Materials, both philoſophical and religious, before 
it, ſo too great Pains cannot be taken to guard 4- 
-gainft unjuſt and narrow Prejudices, and to keep the 
Heart open to every humane and benevolent Im- 
preflion. I apprehend it is no hard Matter to recon- 
cile Hiero and Sopbron, by admitting, that there is 
no Harm in making the Pupil acquainted with the 
various Syſtems, Sects and. Controverſies that have 
been, or are ſtill a- foot in the World, provided the 
Mind is not laid under an undue Inſſuence by any of 
them. For there ſeems to be a wide Difference be- 
tween knowing the Hiſtory of them, and being tine- 
<tured with their minute partial Differences. As to 
the Point ſtarted by Simplicius, whether it is beſt to 
inſtruct, in the Way of Syſtem or otherwiſe, I doubt 
we muſt refer ſo knotty a Queſtion to be diſcuſſed 
in ſomè future Debate. Mean time, though he and 
Sophron ſeem to be at variance in ſome Things, 1 
think they may eaſily be brought to a perfect Harmony, 
and would therefore propoſe to unite their reſpective 
Studies, which, as far as they relate to Nature, are 
indeed both Hiſtories, though converſant ab out dif- 
ferent Subjects, as might ſoon be made appear, was 
there Time for it now. I am only ſorry to take No- 
tice, that neither will Hiſtory, nor the Inveſtigati- 
ons of Nature, and the ſublime Speculations of 
Mathematics, guard us entirely againſt the Inſinuati- 
ons of à Party-Spirit, or Power of Prejudice and 
Paſſion. We are not ſo much governed by our ſpe- 
culative „* as by our Taſte, which though 
it 
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it may be influenced, yet will not be controuled 
or altered by our Studies. After we have ſur- 
veyed the Elevations and Falls of Grandeur, the 
Inſtability of human Affairs, and Vieiſſitudes 
of Life and Empire; we muſt fall into the 
ſame beaten Track, and engage in all the Din and 
Parade of Life. After our moſt exalted Flights into 
the Heavenly Regions; after we have traced Nature 
in her various Forms, Revolutions and Periods; 
ſeen the Harmony and Conſtancy of her Laws ; and 
conteniplated the Subordination and Oeconomy of 
her Inhabitants, we muſt deſcend again into the lit- 

tle Circle of Shew and Folly, and be unphiloſophized 
into all the Cares and Parties of ordinary Mortals- 
Our high Speculations muſt ſink into little; but 
unavoidable Schemes for ſupplying the urgent Ne- 
ceſſities of a feeble Nature. We muſt take Place 
among the buſy Actors, and, like them, ſuſtain a 
more or leſs. important Part in the Play. But e- 
ven from this fatal Neceſſity, I would infer the 
' Ufefulneſs and Excellency of that Study, which 
Sophron has ſo warmly, and I think juſtly recom- 
| mended, Since after our moſt curious and ſub- 
lime Reſearches, the Conduct of Life miſt de 
our principle Care; Hiſtory, whoſe Subject is Life, 
whether public or private, muſt be à Stüdy of the 
firſt Rank, and moſt general Uſe. Simplicius has 
well cautioned us againſt ſome of the moſt obyi- 
ous, though not all the Dangers” to- which it ex- 
poſes us. Armed' with due Caution and Imparti- 
ality, we may purſue this Study with no ſmall 
Advantage. What, for Inſtance, can be a more 
inſtructive Study, with Regard to the Knowledge 
of Mankind, than the Hiſtory of our own Coun- 


ity 
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ry? In it we ſee the Influence and Effects of 
Conqueſt, frequent Migrations and Intermixtures 
of People, the gradual Progreſs of Liberty through 
Its ſeveral Periods, and almoſt a conſtant Rotation 
of Power, keeping Pace with the correſpondent 
Changes and Tranſlations of Property; we find 
2 TR, the ſeveral Forms. of Government, the Dan- 
gers of arbitrary Power, and the Advantages of 
that which is limited, the Shocks of Parties, the 
various Face: and Calamities of Civil War, the 
joint Force of Religion and Policy, the Influence 
. of Trade. and Letters ; all this in a continued 
Series, for a_vaſt. Tra of Years down to our 
oa. Time. "Theſe are the grandeſt and moſt mo- 
ving Scenes in Hiſtory, which afford ample Mat- 
ter for a Variety of the fineſt and moſt uſeful Ob- 
ſervations. But in entering upon this, as well as 
every other Study, we muſt come with unpreju- 
diced Minds, with an Attachment to no Party, 
at leaſt: with no Biaſs weig hty enough to diſtort 
our Judgment of Men —_ Thong, with Minds 
ready to embrace the Truth, on which Side ſo- 
ever it lies, and only prepoſſeſſed in Favour of 
Virtue, and againſt Vice, wherever their genuine 


Features appear. But this Impartiality of Mind 


muſt depend much on the free Turn of one's 
Education and therefore, Gentlemen, it muſt be 
a Speculation of no ſmall Uſe, and worthy of your 
Thoughts, to "ſettle * 4 on a iht caged 
ton. "Em * 
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, a delightful Little Villa near * * e, 
. on the Brow of a gently riſing Hill, 


| ares por eg command a diſtant Proſpect of the 


Country. It has a natural Wildneſs about i it, which 
is heiyhtned by the Finiſhings of Art. Three 
Terraſſes almoſt ſurround the Houſe, ring one 


above another by an eaſy Aſcent. The Qloping - 
Greens between them wear a perpetual- Verdure. 


Before the Houſe there is a fine Baſon, which is 


plentifully ſupplied from ſeveral Springs, on a neigh- 


bouting riſing Ground. This Baſon pours its Stores 
through different Branches, into ſeyeral Ponds in 


tage of its Situation, it forms a beautiful Caſcade. 


At the Foot of the Hill, within Sight of the Houſe 


2 ſmall River, with a briſk Courſe, glides through 
2 rough uneven Channel, which keeps the Stream 
fn coriftant Agitation, and its Waters always deat 
and tranſparent. On the North Side of the Houſe, ; 
as you aſcend the riſing Ground, the Proſpect dlo- 
ſes with a little Foreſt, which extends far enough 
fo cloathe both Sides of a charming Valley; in 


the Midſt of which runs a delicious Nivulet. One 


Part of the Garden leads you into à Sort of Wil- 
derneſs, where the Trees and Buſhes appear in a 
lovely Diſorder, and ſeveral venerable Oaks give 
it a ſylvan Air of Grandeur and Retirement. You 
are Nn with Jets of Water and artificial 

Fountains, 
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Fountains, playing in different Places, which caſt 
a Freſhneſs on Nature,. and ſeem to awaken the 


Scene. Some Statues, Freſco-Paintings, and other 
Ornaments ate diſpoſed up and down the Garden 


with ſuch an happy Tafte, as to hit the Eye, at 
different Openings, with agreeable Surprize. The 


Houſe itſelf. is a perfect Beauty, its Simplicity and 


Symmetry being equally admirable. The Inſide cor- 
reſponds to the outward Appearance. The Rooms 


are truly proportioned, / and., furniſhed with great 
Propriety and Tafte.,: You ſee Nothing wanting, 

no Profuſion of Ornament, nor any. Thing. too 
 glating, to pleaſe an injudicious Eye. Several Buſts 


of ancient Worthies grace the Lobby, which ſtrike 


vou with Awe. as you enter. Ihe principal Rooms 


are adorned either with F amily-Pieces, and a few 


Originals, or elſe with Copies and Prints of Ori- 
ginals of ſome of the beſt Italian Maſters. 
A Cleora had been at this charming Villa ſome 
| Days, to viſit Atticus and his Lady, who were her 
Relations; When Eugenio, who was acquainted with 
the Family, but had not yet ſeen Cleera, one Day 
8 propoſed to me our taking a Walk thither; pro- 
miſing to introduce me to Atticus, if 1 would do 


him the ſame Favour with Cleora. Having ac- 


J's cepted the Terms, we ſet out after Breakfaſt, On 
the Road, I ke Eugenio to let me know Some- 


thing of the Character of the Gentleman whom we 


were going to viſit. 


Vou will ſoon know the neee 2 18 e 
4 Eugenia ; ; and I confeſs frankly, I have but an 


indifferent Hand at drawing Characters; therefore 


you had beſt have Patience till you can Air your 
e ** your own Exes. When I {till inſiſted, 


Eugenio 


r D e ee ' am n 
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Eugenio yielded ; and ſaid, Kno then, Simplicizs,: 
that Atticus, whom I have the Honour to call my 
Friend, is a Gentleman of fine Parts, highly im- 
proved by reading, and converſing with. the beſt. 
of Company. His Temper has a; Mixture of Sweet- 
neſs and Vivacity, which being joined to a ſprightly 
Flow of Wit, render his Converſation both enter- 
taining and inſtructive. Books are his peculiar De- 


light; and I never knew a Man who underſtands 


better the happy Art of tempering Buſineſs with 


the Amuſements, of Life. He is an early Riſer, and 


ſpends his Morning Hours in Study. After Breal· 
faſt he generally goes out a courſing, . or takes a 
Ride till Dinner. Theſe Exerciſes give a,remark-. 
able Freſhneſs and healthful Vigour to bs Coun- 
tenance; which, being graced by a Look of ſin- 
gular Penetration, form a very manly and amia- 
ble Appearance. He reads the Ancients with true 
Taſte, and is Maſter of the beſt modern Writers 

of our own and other Nations, whom he under- 
ſtands in their original Languages. But he has 
converſed ſtill more with Men, and is acquainted 
with the moſt diſtinguiſhed Characters of the Age, 
which he paints with great Spirit and Juſtice. . Hiſ-, 

tory and Politics are Wn, favourite | Studies. His 


His 0 Virtue makes him Wa a; 
inacceſſible to Corruption. I know no Man better 
qualified for ſerving his Country. He loves it and 
its Liberties, with a generous Attachment, and 
has a great Facility of Expreſſion, and a nervous. 
Eloquence, with a Sagacity and Solidity of Judg-. 
ment, that qualify him for Being one of the ableſt 
M 


Vol. I. Speakers 


134 D014 L 0 GUES concerning 
Speakers of the Kingdom. - But be fo. much diſ- 
reliſhes the ordinary Way of obtainining a Seat in 
Parliament, and has ſuch an Abhorrence of the Party 
Principles, which too often entitle to the Favour of 
either Side, that he difdains to come in upon fuch. 2 
Footing. © Beſide, he is ſo great a Lover of Retire- 
ment: and Philoſophic Eaſe, that he can ſcarce Ten 
ſolve to ſacrifice it to a Service, in which, from. tl 
Strain of political Meaſures generally taken, | be thinks 
he muſt be often diſappointed. 

I am always ſorry, Eugenio, when I ſee Gentle- 
men of Fortune, and of ſuch Qualifications as 
thoſe you repreſent Atticus endued with, declining 
to ſerve their Country in the, moſt i important Stati- 
ons. The Mercenarineſs of the Many, is a Reaſon, 
and a ſtrong one too, why the diſintereſted Few 
ſhould combine together, and undertake thoſe Offi- 
ces they ſee ſo weakly, or wickedly diſcharged by 
others. But I hope your Friend is ſo much the more 
uſeful in private Life, as his Time Is not taken up 
with public Cares and Employments. | 

There is none, replied Eugenio, more eſteemed 
by all the Gentlemen of the Neighbourhood, than 
Atticus; none more beloved by the Country-People, 
but eſpecially. by his own Tenants. To them he is 


like a common Father, acceſſible to them at all Times, 


ever ready to hear and redreſs their Grievances; 
goading the Idle by the ſtrongeſt of Baits, thoſe of 
Intereſt, and encouraging the Induſtrious by due Re- 
Wards. So kind a Maſter, that he never allows his 
upper Servants to oppreſs the lower, nor his Stew- 
ards to ſqueeze his Tenants; and ſo exact an Oeco- 
nomiſt, that he never truſts entirely to them, in 
Things of aden. and which require Care and 

4 Application 
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| Application. Therefore never was an Eftace, in bet”. 
. ter Condition 3 NOT 2 Maſter more truly and univer- 
fally beloyed. In ſhort, Atticus is a fine Gentleman 
* not altogether without ſome Datſhes of the Humoursft 
in his Character. Beſide, be has a facetious and 
pleaſant Vein of Raillery, which he oſten loves $0 


indulge in Converſation. But the chief Excellence 
of this amiable Man, is a certain univerſal Benigni- 


ty of Temper, which diſpoſes him equally to love 
Mankind, and be beloved, by them, and a-peculiar 
Humanity to Strangers, whom he treats according 
to their Merit, and not the Circumſtances of their 


Birth or Fortune. i | 
You have drawn, Eugenio a very lovely Charae- 


ter, but pray what Family has he? 

Hie has a Wife, and one only Daughter : The 
Mother is a pious Woman, of good Senſe and polite 
Manners. The Daughter, the Darling of boch, 


though under fifteen, yet has a ſurprizing Capacity 
and Prudence. She has Nothing of the Levity or 
giddy Airs of the Child about her, but behaves 
with almoſt the Decency and Sedateneſs of a Matron. 
T have ſeen her act the Part of Miſtreſs at the Tables 
when her Mother was abſent, with a Diſcretion and 
Dignity much above her Age. Nor yet is there any 
Thing in her, proud or affected. The Graces which 
Nature has poured liberally on her Perſon, are not 
her beſt Ornaments. Of theſe ſhe diſcovers lefs 
Conſciouſneſs than young Ladies generally do. She 


is not inſenſible of the Reſpect due to her Rank and 


Fortune, but ſhe ſeeks to deſerve it rather by the 
Sweetneſs of her Manners, and the Regard ſhe ſhews 
to every Body. She reads and talks the French pret- 
tily, but neither values herſelf for it, nor is forward 

M 2 to 
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to ſhew it. have now indulged your Requeſt, Sim- 
Plicius, therefore I expect you will as frankly ſatisfy 
mine. It is to deſcribe the Figure and Character of 
Cleora, a Lady whom all talk of, and fo few have 
| "vi Happineſs to know. © 

I ̃ Would not, Eugenio, anticipate your judgment 
3 ſo rare a Woman, whoſe Charms are not eaſily 
"deſcribed ; but to requite the Favour you have done 
-me, I ſhall give you a rude Sketch of her, which 


will ſerve to ſhew rather the Out-lines, than the juſt 


Proportions of the Original. 

Cleora is tall and 'finely formed; and has Some- 
thing noble nnd commanding in her Air. You can- 
not call her an exact Beauty: Her Features are large, 
but well proportioned. She has a quick, piercing, 
ſagacious Look, mixed with a Sweetneſs that both 
attracts and awes you. When ſhe ſmiles, you 
would think Goodneſs itſelf dawned upon you, 
with its mildeſt Influence. To her Shape ſhe 
adapts her Dreſs, with an Elegance and Judg- 
ment that ſhews it to the greateſt Advantage, and 
is never overloaded with Ornaments. There is a 
Propriety and Spirit in all her Motions; Nothing 
light or flaunting, Nothing ſtiff or affected. Such is 
her Outſide! To give a Character of her Mind 
were a difficult Taſk indeed. To have a faint Idea 
of it, imagine Eugenio, a large ſuperiour Underſtand- 
ing, joined to a noble generous Heart; an exqui- 
ſit Senſibility, governed by a Strength and Eleva- 
tion of Soul, you ſhall rarely find united even in 
Men. Imagine Virtue in her ſweeteſt Attitude, mild, 
open and ſerene, ſupported by Dignity and Pru- 
'dence, with unaffected Modeſty and Goodneſs in her 
| Train 
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Train, and you would have ſome Image of the lo ve· 
Iy Cleora. Only let me add, for your farther Infor- 


mation, chat ſhe is no Admirer of Compliment, nor 
any of thoſe fine Speeches, with which our Sex 
chufe frequently to entertain the Ladies. For the is 
a profeſt Lover of pure Nature, and declares, both 
by Word and Practice, againſt the Ceremony, and 
unmeaning Pomp, which prevails too frequently in 
modern Converſation. This makes her deliver her 
Sentiments in a very frank and unaffected Manner, 
without Regard to the Opinion of the Vulgar, great 
ot ſmall, or to the polite Forms impoſed by the 
Faſhion. 55 ot 

Pray Simplicius, ſaid Eugenio, has this accompliſh- 
ed Lady no Shades in her Character? | 

1 do not doubt, replied I, but ſhe has ; but I 
have had no Opportunity as yet of becoming ac- 
quainted with them, Beſide, you Enow that Wo 
men have generally Diſcretion enough to conceal 
their moſt glaring Foibles from us. 40 

Well, Simplicius, ſaid Eugenio, if your Aequain- 
tance has fewer Beauties than you. deſcribe, 1 ſhall 
be in danger of falling in downright love with her ; 
and if I once feel a real Paſſion, I cannot be ſure 
that T ſhall not talk a little wildly both to herſelf, 
and to you about her, even though T fliculd incur 
the Cenfure of being a Fool for my Pains. | 
Let that be as it will, Eugenio, remembet you have 
had fair Warning, If you onxe forfeit CD 


good Graces, you will not ſo eaſily recover them. 
By this Time we were got to the Houle, and were 
conduct into x Parlour, Hat looks into the Gardens 
While we were ſitting here, Eugenio having his Eyes 
fixed on the Garden, the young Lady I hat been de- 
> ae” Mg 


{cribing 
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ſcribing, ſtept in upon us unawares. She was dreſſed 
in a white Night-gown, her fine jet Hair flowing in 
looſe Ringlets about her Shoulders; and moved to- 
wards us with an engaging yet awful Air. Eugenio 
ſtarted from his Seat with Surprize and Confuſion, 
and, like one Thunderſtruck, ſeemed robbed of that 
| Netenee of Mind and eaſy Aſſurance, which he ge- 
nerally poſſeſſes. To give him Time to rally his 
ſtraggling Spirits, Madam, ſaid I to Cleora, may 1 
hope to obtain your Pardon, for preſuming to intro- 
duce to you a Friend of mine, the leaſt of whoſe 
Merit is the Eſteem and Honour he has for your Sex? 
You know, Simplicius, replied Cleora, I am not 
fond of increaſing my Acquaintance, and I dare ſay, 
you would not have croſſed my Inclination in this 
Inſtance, but to give me the Advantage of knowing 
one, for whom you have a very particular Regard. 

So polite a Reply charmed Eugenio, and he ſtood 
for ſome Time mute with Admiration of her Per- 
fon. Cleora having deſired us to fit down, I ſhould 
not, ſaid I, have ventured, Madam, to treſpaſs up- 
on the Terms of our Acquaintance, had I not 
thought that any Perſon, whom Atticus honours 
with his Friendſhip, would not be unwelcome to Cleo- 
ra. Eugenio, continued I, was ſo ſtruck with this en- 
chanting Place, and his Eyes have been wandering 
over the Beauties of the Landſcape before the Win- 
dow, with ſuch Eagerneſs, that he 1s ſcarce recover- 
ed from the delightful Reverie. 

Say rather, replied he haſtily, that living Beauties 
have a ſtronger Effect on me than the faireſt unani- 
mated Proſpect. If I muſt confeſs Diſorder, I will 
do. Juſtice to Nature and to you, Madam, whoſe Pre- 


ſence was the Cauſe. 
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I am ſorry, Sir, replied Cleora, half bluſhing, that 
my Preſence ſhould put you into any Confuſion. If 
you pleaſe, Sir, I will remove it, to reſtore N to 
your former Compoſure. 

I doubt, Madam returned Eugenio, you, * oc- | 
ſioned my Confuſion, are the fitteſt Perſon. to diſpel 
it. I have heard of Trances, into which Men have 
fallen upon the Sight of good Angels, and the ſame 
Preſence that threw them into that Extaſy, ſerved 
likewiſe as a Counter-charm to awaken them. | 

Sir, ſaid Cleora, you talk ſo myſteriouſly, that J 
muſt beg your Friend to turn your Interpreter, or 
you to talk in plainer Language. 

Then, Madam, replied Eugenio, I muſt tell you, 
I was enjoying the Proſpect from that Window, with 
a Sort of philoſophical Serenity, till you came in. 
Your Appearance , ſpoiled my Contemplation——I 
could not compoſe myſelf to ſpeak, to you and 
now I find I am not quite ſo eaſy here as I ſhould 
have been elſewhere. It is but juſt, Madam, before 
you offer to retire, to reſtore me to myſelf. 

I find, ſaid Cleora, ſomewhat gravely, you are 
the very Man I heard of. I am not yet vain enough 
to think I am capable of diſcompoſing any Bodys 
Quiet, much leſs of a Gentleman of your Educati- 
on. And I have a better Opinion of you than to 
imagine your Repoſe can be diſturbed by the Appear- 
ance of any Woman. | 

Do me juſtice, Madam, replied Eugenio: I ſhould 
have but an indifferent Opinion of myſelf, If 1 
thought I were incapable of being diſconcerted by 
the firſt ſudden Appearance of a Lady of more than 
ordinary Charms. I glory in a Heart ſenſible of all 
that is fair and good in Nature, and am not 'aſhamed 

8 to 


140 5 ALoGuEs concerning 


to confeſs the unuſual Emotion they raiſe in me, when 
they ſurprize me, as at preſent. | 
Sir, ſaid Cleora, putting on a more ſevere and 
reſerved Air, if you mean that our Acquaintance 
ſhould be of any Continuance, leſs of Compli- 
ment will pleaſe me more. I am not uſed to the 
pretty Prattle with which your fine Ladies are com- 
monly entertained. We ſhall converſe more freely 
if we do it on equal Terms. 
| Cleora ſpoke theſe Words with ſuch a graceful 
Reſerve, that Eugenio ſtood corrected and mute, 
looking at her with an Air of Aſtoniſhment. Cle- 
ora perceiving his Confuſion, went on thus. I al- 
low, Sir, that the Senſibility you talk of betrays 
Nothing mean, when proper Objects have Time to 
work on a Mind that is ſuſceptible ; but it is no 
Argument of a great Mind to be taken only with 
Appearances, and to receive ftrong Impreſſions at 
firſt Sight. Hearts ſo open to every Impreſſion can- 
not retain them long. I have always thought it 
an Inſtance of Wiſdom, not to judge too haſtily. 
"Why, truly, Madam, replied Eugenio, T was in 
the ſame Way of thinking till now, and could 
have harangued an Age on Suſpence of Judgment, 
Firmneſs of Heart, and all that; but I find 
Experience a better Miftreſs than Speculation. Na- 
ture ſoon gets the Aſcendant of our Reaſoning, 
and quickly razes all the Fortifications we throw 
up. Time is not always neceſſary to ripen Eſteem 
the Looks of Merit may win an Heart in a Mi- 
nute as well as in a .Year ; and that Knowledge, 
which is gained by Intuition, is full as clear and 
ſatisfying,” as that which is the Reſult of a Train 
of Conſequences 
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Perhaps, Sir, reſumed the Lady, your Sagacity 


may have Something extraordinary in it; but Ap- 


pearances are very deceitful: When we at any 


Time take up Notions very haſtily, we * find 


Reaſon to lay them as quickly down. 3 25 

*Tis very true, Madam, returned Dok, this 
is often the Caſe, when People found Conjec- 
tures on doubtful Appearances. But I am apt to 
fancy that there is a cloſe Connexion between the 
external Form and Air, and the Turn of the 
Mind and Manners; and therefore one of tolera- 
ble Sagacity i in Phyſiognomy may judge ſurely e- 
nough in what Aſpe& Virtue is painted. Time 
indeed may diſcover new Worth, but that would 
only confirm the Opinion ſormed already, it would 
never alter it. 

Jam afraid, Sir, ſubjoined Cleora, there is 8 
thing i in which we are ſo apt to be miſtaken, as in 


our ſudden Prepoſſeſſions for and againſt Charac- 


ters. Something agreeable in Aſpect, Air or Man- 


ners, immediately leads us into favourable Preju- 


dices, that every engaging Quality dwells. under 
that amiable Appearance; but when the Perſon 
grows familiar to us, thoſe bright Illuſions vaniſh ; 
and frequently, under the deceitful Colouring, ſome 
diſagreeable Form appears, to damp Admiration, 
and beget Opinions of a different Stamp. I have 
as often ſeen it happen, on the other Hand, that 
an homely and almoſt diſguſting Figure, which raiſ- 
ed in us, at firſt Sight, the moſt unamiable Opini- 
ons, has mended upon us every Day, till it has 


brightened up at length, into a very agreeable I- 


mage of a Mind till more lovely. 


Such 
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© Buch Things, replied Eugenio, may happen in 
extraordinary Caſes, but our Perſons and Minds are 
generally matched; ſo that the Qualities of the one 
are delineated (if I may uſe the Phraſe) in the Fea- 
tures of the other. The joint Reſult of theſe, or 
dhe Expreſſion of the Countenance, depends on the 
"Temper ; and therefore we cannot go far wrong, 
When we judge by thoſe natural Signatures. I have 
never been miſtaken, when I have faithfully traced 
the Indications of Nature. 

I do not know, Sir, ſaid Cleora, how far your 
SKM in Phyſiognomy may extend, nor how ſure 
its Decifions may be. But 1 muſt confeſs Expe- 
rience made me ſpeak {gyafluredly ; for I have of- 
ten been deluded, J might have faid, have delud- 
ed myſelf, by ſuppoſing fine chimerical Characters, 
without a Foundatiom which have generally, I ſhall 
not ſay always, dwindled to Nothing, when I grew 
better acquainted ; and yet I have, perhaps, Weak- 
neſs and Credulity enough to turn Caſtle-Builder 


. however, makes me more cautious how I truſt to 


Addeiranots ; and ſometimes prevents me from 
contracting Familiarities, which might be dange- 
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blaſted. 

Such a Character, will you allow me to ſay, Ma- 
dam, ſubjoined Eugenio, is an Argument of a no- 
ble Mind, and ſtill confirms me in my Prejudices, 
if you will call thoſe Prejudices which are found- 
ed on Truth and Conviction. Suſpicion and Diſ⸗ 
truſt, are no ſurer Emblems of a dark ungenerous 
Heart, than eaſy Faithjin the Honeſty of others, and 


a Willingneſs to be miſtaken on the favourable 
vide 
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again, whenever the ſame Temptations occur. This, 


rous, and giving into an Eſteem that would ſoon be 
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Side, beſpeak Generoſity and Greatneſs of Soul. * 


Such a. "Diſpoſition makes us more converſant a- 
mong the Beauties, than the Blemiſhes of the World 3 
and if it lays us open, at any Time; to Error and 
Impoſition, it abundantly compenſates that, by let · 
ting us taſte much oftner the higher Pleaſutes o 


_ Cleora, put an End to the Converſation, Whick 
was like to grow tos perſonal again, by propoſing 

to us, to walk in the Garden, in Queſt of Articus, 
who had taken a Walk after Reakfaſt. 41% 
We found him employed in watering à ſine Bed 


of Tulips, which belonged to Cleora. He appeat- 


ed ſo deeply engaged in this innocent Employ- 
ment, that it was ſome Time before he took No- 
tice of us. Ne | 2 12 
When he perceived us, and the firſt Compliments 
were paſſed, he told Cleora, how much ſhe was in- 
debted to him for refreſhing her thirſty Family 
I. was at the ſame Time, amuſing myſelf, Gen- 
tlemen, continued he, by. imagining I was in Come 
pany ' with. an Aſſembly of Ladies gayly dreſſed, 
and as diverſified in their Complexions and Airs, as 
Cleora's Fulips. Some were pale and languiſhing 
Beauties, others of | a florid., Complexion, authitd 
Kind were your Brunettes. But what pleaſed me 
particularly, was to trace their different Qualities 
and Characters, under their ſeveral Variegations 
and Attitudes. Thoſe. which carried - their | Heads 
alofc, and ſeemed- with a conſcious Kind of Pride; 
to look over their Fellows of humbler Stature, L 
conſidered as your ſtately: imperious Beauties, who 
regard their Rivals with Contempt, and treat thein 
Admirers with; haughty, Scorn- Others, with an 


unaſſuming 
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unaſfuming Air, and downcaſt Heads, I thought the 
modeſt baſhful Ladies, who alone not conſcious of 
their Charms, attract the Regard which they ſeem 
to reject. There was great Plenty of Coquets, 
whoſe Beauties were ſpread wide to View, and 
decked: with a Variety of alluring Colours. They 
ſeemed, by their promiſcuous Smiles, to lay Traps 
for the Admiration of every Beholder. I obſerved 


likewiſe a few. Prudes, who folded up their Leaves 


with a diſdainful Coldneſs ; but upon my ſprink- 
ling them with a little Water, they ſeemed to look 
more gayly, and methought they bended to the 
Hand that watered them. In ſhort,” there was 
ſcarce a Character among the Sex, which I could 
not ſuit in this particoloured Aſſembly. Pray, Sir, 
ſaid Cleora, which Kind of Beauty is moſt 1 in Fa- 
thion among this gay Tribe? 

Four pale Beauties ſoftly ſtreaked with Red, ſeem 
to be in the greateſt” Vogue juſt now. But their 
| Reign i is mort, and ſeldom laſts above a ron _ 
our Taſte is ever changing. 

In good earneſt, Atticus, I believe you ae us 
Women, i in the ſame Light as Annuals, mere Flowers 
of a | Seaſon ; for 1 find,” that after a ſhort-lived 
Bloom and Run of Applauſe, for a Vear, or perhaps 

a Month, ſome upſtart Beauty riſes into Fame, and 
we fink into Obſcurity, and are as much forgot as if 
wie were hid under ground, or had never been. How 
you can anſwer for ſuch Capriciouſneſs and frequent 
| Change of Taſte, let your own Conſeiences deter- 
mine. ; 
I éConfeſs, Cleora, replied Atticus, *tis a woful 


Caſe, and, without Doubt, we are highly to blame 
if we e forget or undervalue thoſe fair Flowers, while 


they 
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they continue in all their Boom and Beauty. But if 


any Ladies ſhould place their principal Merit in 
Beauty, when that is faded, as how ſoon does it fade! 
can the juſtly blame us, if we then withdraw our 
Regare thut was founded on fo frail a Title? Let 
themunderftand their own Intereſts better, and then 
they will have no Reaſon to complaln of the Short- 
neſs of their Reign, or of our fantaſfic Taſte. 

Pray, Sir, reſumed the Lady, I, 2 well as the 
Reſt of my Sex, ſhaft be much obliged to you, if 
you will point out to us any certain Method to de- 
tain the roving Taſte of you Men, and fecure a 
Place in your Efteem, when our tranſient Bloom 
is gone. For F declare, F ſhould think WOT: 
fal ati Art ay has been ever yet tau 

Have you never obſerved, Madam, reptted Atti= 
cus, that thoſe Plants which take deep Robot, which 
unfold themſelves by flow Degrees; firſt᷑ ſpread out 

their Leaves, then bloffom, and at length bring 
forth Pruit, to WIR: the Leaves ſerre for a'De- 
fence ? | 

I have, Sir, 8 . | ? 

Why then, continued Arfcus, there are none "IR 
either riſe to greater Heights, that can ſtrſtain the 
Shocks' of Winds and other Accidents better, or 
retain: their Bloons longer than fuch Plants as titus 
riſe, by gradual Steps, to the Perfection of theit 
Nature: Would the Ladies imitate theſe, inſtead 
of being Annual, they might be like Evergreens; 
every deaſun might then Rave its pecniiar Bloom, 
nor would their Verdure be fubject to thofe At 
dente which now imp it. 

1 muſt beg, Sir, Wespen Cle you: will ex- 
plain this Piece of natural Hiſtory, and un veil the 
VOI. I. N Moral 


fold and make themſelves known by Degrees, and 
at- proper Times, and not deſire to hurry all at 
once into Splendour and Fame; would they in 
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Moral it contains. For at- preſent it is whore wy 
Comprehenſion. - n 
I mean therefore, in plain Engliſh, hes — 
the Ladies learn to know what they are, and where- 
in the true Perfection of their Nature conſiſta, 
would they ſeek to fix their Roots by ſettling a 
ſteady and important Aim in Life, would they un- 


ſhort, keep to their proper Character, and ſeek 
to excel in that Tenderneſs of Affection, that 


Mildneſs and Modeſty of Conduct, and that De- 


cency of Manners, which are the peculiar Glory 
and Ornament of the Sex, then I will venture to 
affirm; that they will neither be overlooked through 


the Unripeneſs of Youth, nor be forgot becauſe_ 
of the Decays of Age; their Life will be one con- 


tinued Bloom, and every Period of it have its pe- 


culiar Charm. This will effectually fix our Taſte, 


and inſure to you a 7 and lafting E- 
ſeem: 
. You have preſcribed us, Sir, no 3 Talk; 1 


believe it is far eaſier to aſpire at this PerfeQi- 


on, than to attain it However, thoſe Women 
muſt be unambitious Souls, who will not uſe-their 


utmoſt Efforts to the attaining what muſt be at once 


ſo honourable and advantageous to themſelves. 


I forgot, Cleora, to mention one Circumſtance 


to you, in which I thought the Reſemblance failed 
between your Tulips and the Ladies. Though they 
were adorned each with their reſpective Beauties, 


they were all mute, and ſeemed neither to envy nor 


cenſure one another. 
Well 
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Well, Arricus; faid Cleora, now you 80 malicious, 
how you love to be ſevere upon our Sex! Vet not- 
withſtanding all this Malice and Severity, I ſuppoſe 
you are not quite ſo indifferent about us, as. you 
would often affect to appear. 

- Indifferent about you, Madam? returned heals, 
haſtily. Perhaps we are leaſt ſo, when we employ 
the greateſt Poignancy of Wit and Satire agaipſt you. 
This is frequently but a Piece of Revenge we take to 
alleviate a Senſe of the many Hardſhips you make us 


' ſuffer, or elſe a mere Cover to bide dhe deep Ręgard 
we feel. The moſt proſeſt Woman-Haters are, L 


doubt, at their Heart Slaves to their Power. | 
Do not think, Cleora, ſubjoined Atticus, that I 
am either your Enemy, or have a low Opinion of 
your. Sex. Women are the lovelieſt, prettieft Play- 
things in the World. I do not know how we wand 
paſs our Time without you. | 
Oh! very pretty indeed, replied China! Hort you 
to trifle away your idle Hours with. I -find we ſhall 
grow into mighty Conſequence, by being put on the 
ſame Footing with your Hawks and Hounds. But 
be ingenuous, Atticus; have we never made you feel 
our Importance and Power over you, even with all 
this Inſignificance we have about us? And tell me 
honeſtly, were you in a ſerious; or in a gay and dif- 
ſipated Mood, when you were moralizing, ſhall I call 
it, or allegorizing ſo profoundly on my poor 
Bed of Tulips? I thought we caught you with a 
Book in your Hand; it ſhould ſeem you do not think 
an Hour devoted to Study miſpent, when we pretty 
_ inſignificant Play-things are the Subject of your ſeri- 
ous and manly Reveries, and when you can indulge 
ſo much F ancy in tracing very ſlight and far-fetchec 
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Reſemblances betwixt us and our blooming Allies of 


the Garden. 


I muſt confeſs, Cleora, I was ſomewhat ſeriouſly 
diſpoſed, but it is not the firſt Time I have been ſe- 
rious about Trifles. I love now and then to mora- 
lize in this Manner. Beſide it has the Air of a 


philoſophical Enquiry, to inveſtigate Analogies be- | 


tween animate and inanimate Objects; and when 

once a Vein of F ancy of that Kind is opened, it is a 
Pleaſure to follow it through all its Windings. I do 
not know what ſurprizing Diſcoveries I might have 
made in thoſe Regions of Fancy, had not the fair 
Nurſe of the blooming Family waked me out of my- 
philofophic Dream. 


I am glad, replied Chors, that thoſe pretty Toys, 


which but juſt now diverted only a diſſipated Hour, 


are all of a ſudden become a proper Subject for Phi- 
loſophy to employ itſelf upon. It ſeems, our Idea, 
or, if you will, our Phantom, is not far from you, 
when the Flowers of the Garden can, at any Time, 
ſo eaſily ſuggeſt and raiſe us to your View. I believe 


you will find Women too, yonder among your Pines 
and Elms 


Vou ſee, Gentlemen, ſaid Atticus, turning to ws 


and deſiring us to ſtep forward to an Arbour a few 
Faces off, how this Gypſey teazes one. I cannot 
employ or amuſe myſelf ever ſa innocently, but ſhe 
muſt know what I am about, and have a Share, ad 

ſhe calls it, in my Entertainment, If I am ip the 
| Garden, I muſt be aſked a hundred Queſtions about 


this and the ether Flower or Plant, their Tribes, 


Natures, Uſes, and all that, as if I was a compleat 
Flerift or Bataniſt; and ere I have ſatisfied one halt 
of * Queſtions, ten to one but ſhe has lily drawn 

me 
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me into ſome intricate Piece of Philoſophy, from 
_ which I find no other Way ſometimes of diſengaging 
myſelf, but by taking fairly to my Heels. 

By this Time we were got to the Arbour, where 
we were joined by Cleora's Guardian, who had been 
taking his Morning Walk likewiſe. It ſtood on a 
little Eminence, whence he had a View along a green 
Alley, of. a Fall of Water, daſhing and ſhining a- 
mong ſome rough Fragments of à Rock, between 
which, -it formed a few Windings, till it caſt it 
ſelf into a ſmooth Pond. The View was termina - 
ted by a cloſe Thicket, which the Sun could not 
enter. The Arbour was incloſed by a double Row 
of Jeſſamin and Honey-Suckle, which, interweay- 
ing their Branches, formed a deep Shade -oyer our 
Heads. In this delightful Bower we fat down. 
Eugenie happened to. fit. over- againſt Cleora, whom 
be eyed with no philoſophic Calm. Tis impoſlible to 
deſcribe the ſucceſſive Paſſions of Admiration, Plea+ 
ſure, and Surprize that took their Turn in his F ace, 
as he heard her ſpeak and ſaw her ſmile, 
Gentlemen, ſaid Atticus, you are come moſt ſea- 
ſonably to my Relief. This Damſel here, looking 
towards the young Lady, has been teazing me 
ſtrangely this. Morning, how it came about, that 
your ancient Sages and Philoſophers lived ſo much 
in Gardens, and were chiefly delighted with rural 
Scenes and Solitude, at a Diſtance from the Din 
and Smoke of Cities, ſeldom caring .to mix with 
the Croud, or viſit the Aſſemblies of the People. 
She aſked me whether there were any gay polite 
People in their Towns, . and if they had any of 
thoſe fine Entertainments and Diverſions we have 
ROW a-days. If they had, ſhe wanted much to. know 
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Preferred the ſtill Life and lonely Retreats - of the 
Country, to the ſplendid Circles and gay Amuſe- 


thoſe 
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why thoſe Men of acknowledged Genius and Taſte 


ments of the Town. I muſt refer her to you, 


Gentlemen, for Satisfaction in theſe Points; and 


1 hope you will give her fueh Reafons as fhall 
deter her from indulging her ſolitary Humour. 1 
am afraid ſhe will become juſt ſuch another as one of 
Philoſophers. She is fondeft of the 
moſt unfrequented Walks and Receſſes of the Gar- 
den. Nay, I have caught her wandering in the 
depeſt Shades of the Foreſt, with a Book in her 
Hand, very early in the Morning. 

What, Madam, ſaid Eugenio, fniling, did you ne- 
ver hear the Reaſon why thoſe ancient Sages 
eboſe this ſtrange unfaſhionable Way of Life? It 
was either the furly Opnics and Stoics, or the airy 
Followers of Epicurus. The former run into So- 
litude becauſe they hated Company, and could 
vent their Spleen againft Mankind there, without 
Fear of Contradiction or Controul. The Staics, 


_ thoſe ſtately Gentlemen ! (corned to poſſefs an Hap- 


Pineſs that roſe and fell with that of others, or which 
ſhould depend, in the leaſt, on the Humours of 


thoſe they deſpiſed, . or on the Accidents of a Life 


they could not govern. Both theſe Tribes of Phi- 
loſophers put me in Mind of your Eaſtern Mo- 
narchs, whoſe Majeſty is abaſed by being ſeen, and 
who think their Grandeur beſt ſupported by be- 
ing unfamiliar and inacceſſible. The Epicureans 
betook themſelves to Solitude, from different Prin- 


ciples. They placed their Happineſs in a lazy, | 
indolent Tranquillity, and were afraid to diſcom- 


poſe theis philoſophic Calm by the Din of 2 
| an 


- 


Sen DOS 21m SD Wy 


Yigg 
at 


EST 32TH oo Cp ea2nme mg. 


N = * * - ö a F 4, and ls £* A _—_ — » wy 
9 . . . . e 4 Het "—_ - 
— 5 
* * * — 5 4 ” E, SV. 8 


DiA. vu. EDV CATION. 168 


and the dangerous Agitations of civil Life. "'There- 
fare they choſe to loll at Eaſe in the Shade, or on 
the Bank of ſome purling Stream, and to hear the 
Storm -roar at a Diſtanek. I do not know, how- 
ever, but they kept their Miſtreſs in ſome retired 
Corner of thoſe Groves, to which they repaired 
fo often. 

. - Cleowa, not ſeeming to roliſh Eugenio's Anſwer, 
rr to me, and ſuid, Pray, Simplicius, were all 
the Sages of Antiquity, who frequented Gardens and 
Woods, ſuch Sort of rn as your Friend would 
repreſent them? 

I anſwered, that I was far from thinkit they 
wore all of chat Stamp: there appears, added I, to 
be fome Malice in Ewgenie's Solution, fince he has 
choſen to repreſent the darkeſt Side of their Philo- 
fophy. Doubtlefs, thoſe Philoſophers he has men- 
tioned, were no great Admirers of a City-Life, 
nor did they often frequent popular Aſſemblies; 
but the greateft Part of them were far from being 
of that folitary, morofe Caſt he afﬀerted, or ſuch 
Friends to private Intrigue. If they were fond of 
Retirement, it was not from any Averſion to So- 
eiety, but becauſe they thought they could enjoy 
their Friends better there, than in the Croud, and 
preferred the calm Delights of Contemplation” to 
the buſtling Pleaſures of a City-Life, or to guid- 
ing the Helm of Government, which was ſubject 
to ſo many untoward Blaſts and Storms. They 
had a fupreme Retiſh and Veneration for Truth 
and Nature, which they fancied they could beſt 
enjoy in thoſe ſilent Retreats ; they toved Health 
of Body and Tranquillity of Mind, which they | 
thought moſt attainable by Temperance, moderate 

Exerciſe, 


» 
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Exerciſe, and being much in the open Air. And, 


if Eugenio will have it, they were above all Things 


fond of Independence; but not of ſuch a ſullen 


and unfriendly Independence as he pretends. The 
Academics, particularly, and other Philoſophers of 
no mean Figure, frequented the Reſorts of Men 
more than the Haunts of Beaſts, appeared in the 
public Walks, Colleges, and Halls, read their Lec- 
tures to the politeſt Circles, gave and received Vi- 


fits from thoſe of higheſt Rank and Office in the 
State; and though they would not join in the 
Cabals and Intrigues of the Forum, they were at 
immenſe Pains to make thoſe Men better in pri- 
vate, whom they deſpaired of leading in public Life: 


I much approve their Wiſdom, ſubjoined Atti- 
cus, in keeping aloof from the buſy, popular Scene, 
and not daring to encounter. that many-headed 


| Monſter, which never wanted Ways to devour: e- 


ven. thoſe who Paid the moſt ſervile Court to- it. 


2 always thought it egregious Folly to ſacrifice one's 
private Eaſe for no other Purpoſe, than to procure 
Envy and Cenſure, and Hate, which are the ne- 


ver- failing Attendants not only of the moſt inno- 


cent, but the moſt meritorious Greatneſs. But 


ſurely it muſt be the Height of Madneſs. to riſk 


one's Life or Fortune on the dangerous Shelyes 


of - royal Rage, or popular Frenzy, in attempting, 
by an unſeaſonable and importunate Officiouſneſs, 
to rectify Errors, which the Generality will not 
on, or care not to be convinced of, and to go- 


vern thoſe who are too wiſe or too wilful to be led. 


I am afraid, ſaid Phylax, that if we will not 


: undertake to ſerve our Country till we can be ſure 
of. Succeſs, we mall never gant Pleas to excuſe 
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our Sloth and Want of Zeal. But ſurely, Indo- 


lence muſt be Jeaft of all excuſeable, if ever our 
Country ſhould need our Aſſiſtance, and when 
the Grievances of an injured People loudly call 
upon us to exert ourſelves in its Behalf. Per- 
haps there are certain Seaſons when it would 
be both dangerous. and fruitleſs to interpoſe in 
Civil Affairs; but I doubt we ſhall hardly de- 
ſerve the honourable Name of true Patriots, if, 
when the Intereſts of Liberty are at Stake, and 
when the Weight we have, might be of real 
Uſe, were it for Nothing elſe but to rouze or 
ſhame others by our Example, we do not employ 
it in a generous Attempt at leaſt, to prolong the 
Liberty of our Country, if we can ; and thereby 
give our Poſterity at leaſt a Chance to, raiſe it up 
to its ancient Splendor and Happineſs. To ftand 


ſingle in fuch a Cauſe is glorious. and to fall init, 


the moſt honourable Exit we can make, and what 


every good Man would chuſe, rather than to fur- 
vive his Country's Liberty a Day or an Hour. 


Pray, Gentlemen, ſaid Cleora, a Truce, if you 


pleaſe, from Politics. Do not let us drop the Sub- 
ject we were upon. I think there was ſome Truth 
in the Solution which Simplicius gave. I want to 
know Something more concerning the ancient Way 
of living, and the Inducements they had to prefer 
it. For my Part, T ſhould much incline to imi- 
tate the Philoſophers, tin preferring a Country-Life. 

Tis certain, replied Atticus, that the Philoſo. 


hers, even of the graveſt Turn and moſt 
uſterity of Manfſers, were, let them ſay what 


they will, cloſe Students of Pleaſure. Some of them 
indeed, were ſo honeſt as to profeſs it openly. 
others 
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Others covered it with a more ſpecious and ho- 
nourable Name. They called it Honefly, Virtue, 
Self- ſufficiency. But- that they all meant the ſame 
Thing, is evident, from their taking all the ſame 
Road to come at it; ſuch as correcting their Fan- 
cies, in Order to aſcertain a true Taſte of Hap- 
pineſs, keeping their Paſſions within due Bounds, 
obſerving a ſtrict Temperance and Command over 
their ſeveral Appetites, diminiſhing their Wants: as 
much as poſſible, and waiting the Cravings of Na- 
ture, This Way of Life they thought moſt practica- 
ble in the Shade. They knew the Engagements of a 
political Life were manifold, and ſometimes inter- 
fering with one another; z and that, by entering into 
them, if the Mind ſhould not be caſt off from its juſt 
Poiſe, they muſt crouch to and flatter a giddy Popu- 
lace; which they were too proud to do: that, 
ſuppoſing them exempt from this Servitude, they 
muſt meet with frequent Interruptions to their 
domeſtic Regimen; and that, after all their Ser- 
vices, they might probably receive for Thanks a ten 
Years Baniſhment, or perhaps a worſe Fate.— There- 
fore they run into the Shade, to be ſafe, and obſcure, 
-and happy. | 

' Thoſe; Philoſophers of the Shade, raid Phylaz, 
who took ſo much pains to keep their Paſſions in 
Tune, and their Appetites under Command, for no 
other Purpoſe but to paſs their Time eaſily and ſe- 
curely, I am apt to view in much the ſame Light as 
many of our honeſt Countrymen, who keep good 
Hours, eat and drink in due Seaſon, and the beſt of 
every Kind, in order to preſerfe- their Looks freſh 
and ruddy, to enjoy a hale Corpulence, and to roll 
about in healthful Indolence. Or at beſt. they ap- 
gong pear 
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pear like thoſe ingenious Gentlemen, who exerciſe 


their Limbs with indefatigable Induftry and Appli- | 
cation, that they may tumble through a Hoop or 


walk the ſlack Rope with a graceful Eaſe and Nimble- 
neſs, and perform many other ſuch admirable Feats 
of Agility. Your ſolitary Philoſophers did well, no 
doubt, in obſerving ſuch a ftrit Regimen, and pre- 
ſerving their inward Conſtitution tight and ſound ; 
but if they diſciplined their Paſſions, merely to enjoy 
the Pleaſure of contemplating this goodly Order and 
Repularity, without regarding that Society or Public 
with which they were connected, or employing thoſe 
well-adjuſted Movements for its Benefit; I can loox 
upon them only as Inſtruments, pretty for Show, and 
exactly tuned, but locked up in a Caſe, and too deli- 
cate for common Uſe, or for maintaining the N 
mony of Society, 
What Compariſons bive we got here! ret 
Atticus. Are we to ſacrifice Health and every Thing 

to the Public, whether it is likely to be of any Uſe or 


not? Charity, I thought, began at home. Happineſs | 


and Pleaſure, rightly underſtood, co-incide. In this, 
as I obſerved, the Purſuits of all terminate. If a 
healthful Tranquility ſecure this main Chance, to 
what Purpoſe give myſelf farther Trouble? Am 1 to 
buſtle and drudge, and be unhappy, that others may 
be happy? I love the Public ſincerely, but Nature 
never intended I ſhould neglect the perſonal Charge 
ſhe aſſigned me, to ſerve it. 


But, pray, Sir, replied Phylax, what if you ſhould 


fnd your Account in making conſiderable. Abate- 
ments of your Solicitude about this private or perſon- 
al Charge, as you call it, in order to care a little 
more for the Public——and, what if incroaching, 

now 
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now and then, upon your domeſtic Tranquility, will 
conduce no leſs to the Happineſs of the Mind than to 
the Health of the Body? For, as I take it, the Body 
and Mind are alike made for Action, and their happy 
deer does not conſiſt in Reſt but in a healthful Ac- 
: Now, as. I would not call that Body the 
3 and healthieſt, which is faireſt and goodlieſt 
to the Eye, either in Shape or Complexion, or which 
can perform the moſt ſurprizing Tricks of Agility; 
but the rough, brawny and well-mufcled, that can 
bear all Kinds of Weather, Diet and Uſage, and 
form every natural Motion with Eaſe and: Strength : 
So, I do not think him of the ſoundeſt and moſt vi- 


gorous Mind, who has got a Knack of ſpinning, out 


the fineſt Speculations, or of diſputing with the moſt 
ingenious Sophiſtry, and whoſe Affections ſeldom 
riſe or fall, but flow always with the ſame calm and 


languid Tenour ; but rather that Man, whoſe Head 


and Heart are equally poiſed for Action; who boldly 
enters the buſy Scene; whoſe Paſſions riſe, and grow 
warm. with the Importance of the Qcraſion, without 
diſturbing the Coolneſs of his Reaſon ; who is/intre- 
pid amidſt Danger; inflexible in his Principles z com- 
porting with every State of Life, bearing Adverlity 
without Meanneſs; and enjoying Proſperity without 


Inſolence; unchanged with all the Viciſſitudes of 
Fortune, and, with an unbending Reſolution. and 


Virtue, purſuing the public Good, amid Calumny, 
Corruption, Servitude and. Faction. That Philoſo- 
phy which does not thus brace the Mind for Action, 
and. for pnblic as well as private Life, is effeminate, 
daſtardly, and puſillanimons. And that Life, which 


does not anſwer the Intention of Nature, by employ- 
6 ing us in promoting the Happineſs of Mankind, and 


thereby 


„ 
} 
i. 
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thereby gratifying the ſweeteſt Feelings and Aﬀec- 
tions of Humanity, will, I am afraid, be produc- 
tive of the leaſt private Pleaſure or Selt-Enjoyment. 

I would not, therefore, call thoſe the genuine Sons 
and Students of Philoſophy or Pleaſure, who either 
indolently over-looked or artfully waved their Con- 
nection with the Public, and in conſequence of that, 


buried themſelves in an inglorious, though lettered 
Obſcurity. 


% 


I am afraid then, returned Atticus, we muſt. not 
repair to theGardens, the unfrequented Cells, or even 
the crouded Academies to find Philoſophers, who 
deſerve that Name; but muſt go ſeek them in the 
Forums, the public Halls, the Seats of Juſtice, and 
wherever Men are to be found. And indeed, I 
have often thought that thoſe Heroes better deſerved 
theTitle of Philoſophers, who went about doing good, 
redreſſing the Wrongs, chaſtiſing the Vices, taming 
the Paſſions of Mankind, and bleſſing their Country, 
by giving it ſalutary Laws or uſeful Arts, directing 
its Counſels, or leading its Armies, than thoſe recluſe 


monkiſh Gentlemen; who diſputed in Academies, or 
founded Sects and Schools. 


am entirely of your Opinion, Sir, ſubjoined 
Phylax. Let us therefore call thoſe only a Baſtard- 
Kind of Philoſophers, who either profeſſed ſolely 
to court Pleaſure, or who paying Homage to the 
fairer Name of Virtue, forbore themſelves, or de- 
terred others from entering upon the fineſt Field, in 
which the very Divinity of it may be beſt diſplayed ; 
I mean, public Spirit, the Love of Liberty, of our 


Country, and of Mankind. But let thoſe be. deno- 


minated Philoſophers, who made public Good their 


Aim, and who were neither terrified by Dangers, nor 


Vor. I. O diſcouraged 
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diſcouraged by Oppoſition from promoting it. And 
let that be called the trueſt and moſt maſculine Phi- 
loſophy, which inſpires us with thoſe noble Affecti- 
ons, and points out to us their wiſeſt Exerciſe. In 
fine, let us eſteem that at once the higheſt Virtue 
and trueſt Pleaſure, which conſiſts in an honourable 
and uſeful Activity, how obnoxious or fatal ſoever. 
I can hardly think, ſaid Eugenio, that thoſe Philo- 
ſophers, who conſulted merely private Pleaſure, took 
the beſt Method to attain it, by living ſuch a recluſe- 
ſolitary Life. Its Pleaſures are dull, and confined 
within a narrow Compaſs. It approaches too near 
the Life of a Vegetable, and has Nothing to ſtir the 
Paſſions, or keep them awake. Beſide, the Uniformi- 
ty of the Scene damps the Imagination, and the Still- 
neſs of Solitude caſts a melancholly Gloom over the 
Mind, which can only be diſperſed by. Company, or 
the agreeable Tumults of Town-Diyerſions. | 
For my Part, ſaid Cleora, I ſhould rather chuſe to 
calm than agitate my Mind, and find greater Need of 
having my Paſſions compoſed than awakened. The 
undiſtinguiſhed Run of Company in the 'Town, pro- 
duces in me a Levity and Diſſipation of Mind; the 
Variety of Objects one encounters there, and the 
Confuſion and inceſſant Hurry from one Scene of 
Amuſement to another, poſſeſs every Senſe, and en- 
groſs all the Powers of Imagination; therefore I am 
obliged to fly to the Country, as to a SanQuary, in 
order to recover the Faculty of Thinking, to gain a 
Maſtery over my Imaginations and Paſlions. And 
really, I ſhould think the Mind may be calmed 
without being overſpread with Melancholly. 
But, Madam, replied Eugenio, as we were juſt now 
informed, by — Friend, that the eaſieſt and happieſt 


State 


jeſt 
tate 


State of the Mind lies in Action, in order that our 
fine Ladies might paſs their Time agreeably in the 


rural Life, inftead of Plays ;- 
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Country; what Employments would you ſubſtitute 
in the Room of Dreſſing, Aſſemblies, Drawing-Roams, 
Plays, Operas, Maſquerades, Shining at Balls? 
O, Sir, ſaid Cleora, when Time lies heavy on 
one's Hand, might you not truſt to female Invention, 
to contrive a thouſand Shifts for ki//ing it? We can 
ride, walk out, amuſe ourſelves in the Garden, or 
with one's Spinnet or Lap-Dog, and write Letters, 


which is an infinite Relief to us, when we do not 


know what to do with. ourſelves. Beſide, we have 


News- Papers, Journals, and Plenty of Novels, Ro- 


mances, and a thouſand ſuch pretty Things, which 
your Sex have charitably invented for the Entertain- 
ment of our. 

I Conſeſs, Madam, reſumed Eugenio, here is abun- 
dance af Work; but one muſt be ſtrangely morti- 
fied to the World, who can prefer thoſe infipid 


Amuſements of the Country, to the dear delicious 


Delights of drawing Pcople's Eyes, wherever one 
goes, of being the Admiration of Beaux and the 
Envy of Belles; add to all, the rare malicious Plea- 


c ſure of Tea- Table Scandal. 


What think you, Sir, returned Cleora, of being the 
beſt-dreffed Perſon in a Country Pariſh, keeping 
one's Flower-Plots in order, hearing the natural 
Muſic of the Groves, inſtead of that of Operas and 
Concerts, witneſſing many natural Scenes of 


and inſtead of 


the Smoke of the Town, and crouded Mall, the 
freſh, fragrant Air and natural Beauties of the Coun- 
try? And to name no more, what think you of con- 
verſing with a Friend, inſtead of hearing Scandal, 
O 2 : ot 
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of which you may very poſſibly be the Butt, when 


your Back is turned? But, ſhould this fail, or grow- 


at any Time inſipid, could not one, think you, in a 
Strait, be Company to one's ſelf for a few Hours ? 

Cleora, Sir, ſaid Atticus, turning to Eugenio, is 
the ſtrangeſt Creature you can imagine. She is quite 
unfaſhionable in her Taſte of Pleaſure. I have 


ſometimes ſuſpected her to be of that Tribe of Phi- 


loſophers you deſcribed to us but juſt now. She does 
not care that her Pleaſures ſhould depend on the 
Opinions or Caprice of others. Admiration and 
Power and Fame, and all that, ſhe calls Things with- 


out her; and therefore neither worth the ſeeking, - 


nor certain in Poſſeſſion when obtained. She has 
got a certain Standard ſhe calls Nature, by which 
ſhe meaſures Things, and not by Faſhion ; and what- 
ever will not ſquare with this, ſhe rejects, though 
It ſhould be ſtamped with the Authority of the whole 
Beau - Monde. She has got a Family of poor Chil- 


dren in the Neighbourhood, whom ſhe viſits daily» - 


cauſes to be taught to read and work, and ſhe buys 


good Books for them. She had much rather be 


with them, or among my Books, than in the bright- 
eſt Circle that ever fluttered at Court on a Birth- 
night. I am forced ſometimes to chaſe her out of 


my Cloſet, left ſhe ſhould loſe her Wits with tao 


much reading. 

I muſt beg you, Gentlemen, replied Cleora, ſome- 
what touched with Atticus's Diſcourſe, not to ima- 
gine me ſuch a queer old-faſhioned Creature as my 
Friend draws me. He perfectly envies us the manly 
Entertainments of your Sex, and would ſcarce allow 
us the Privileges of Thought and Reaſon ; as if we 
were good for Nothing but being dreſſed out as _— 

0 
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Dolls to catch the Idiot Stare of a few ſimpering 
Beaux, and other Mortals as inſignificant as ourſelves. 
Becauſe he ſurprizes me ſometimes among his Books, 
he imagines I mean to commencę Philoſopher ; and 
if I have, by chance, got a Pen in my Hand, he ſuſ- 
pects I am going to turn Author. For my Part, I 
deſire no other Prive'ege but the Right of thinking 
for myſelf, and following my own Taſte. Tis a 
ſmall Circle of Pleaſures to which our Sex is confined. 
I hardly think it generous in the Men to abridge even 
that, and pin us down to that glittering, filly, unſa- 
tisfactory Way of Life, which is commonly led in 
Town, as if we were capable of Nothing higher. 

Cleora ſpoke theſe laſt Words with a graceful 
Warmth and Indignation, which brought a ſudden 
Fluſh into her Face, that did not a little heighten her 
Charms, and ſeemed to dart, like Lightning, upon 
Eugenio. 

'The Bell to Dinner Fl our Converſation. 
We were entertained very politely by Atticus and: 
his Lady, and returned home in the Evening. 

On our Way home, Eugenio laying hold of my Arm.; 
whom ſaid he impatiently, in the Name of Wonder, 


have we been ſeeing? Where has ſhe been living all 
her Life? Where bred ? Let me know all her Hiſ- 


tory? With whom ? He would have gone on 
in this Manner I do not know how long, had I not 


laughed in his Face, and aſked him, Pray, Eugenio, 


why all this Impatience ? Whence this huge Curiofi- 
ty? Are you really caught—and at firſt Sight? Is the 
Rover then fixed, the univerſal Gallant become all 
at once a real and paſſionate Lover? Indeed, I did 
not expect this from your Philoſophy . 

O 3 Perhaps 
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Perhaps, ſaid he, I am not ſo far gone as you ima- 
gine; but why wonder that one Philoſopher en- 
quires ſomewhat eagerly about another? But I ſhall 
check myſelf, till you are better diſpoſed to give me 
Satisfaction. | 
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a Family where I lately ſpent ſome Days on a 
Viſit, I obſerved a very remarkable Inſtance of 
the untoward Management of two Children. Young 
Maſter is a Boy of ſtrong ungovernable Paſſions, of 
no mean Capacity, and an open, liberal Temper ; 
add to this, the Diſadvantage that he is brought up 
to the Proſpect of a great Eſtate. The Girl is of 
ſurprizing natural Parts, but pettiſh, ſullen, and 
hau ghty ; though not without a conſiderable Fund 
of native Goodneſs. Both of them are exceſſively 
indulged by their Parents. The Father, who jump- 
ed into the Eſtate by Means of his Relation toa weal- 
thy Citizen, is a ſtrange, ignorant, unpoliſhed Crea- 
ture; and having had no Education himſelf, has 
little Notion of the Importance of one, and is nei- 
ther anxious about their's, nor meddles i in it, but 
leaves them to the Chances of Life and the ordinary 
Track of training up Children. The Mother, a 
Woman of great Goodneſs and Humanity, but who 
never had any of the Improvements of Education, is, 
you may well believe, but little verſed in the Arts 
of forming young Minds ; yet ſhe thinks herſelf qua- 
lified by her natural Sagacity, of which, indeed, ſhe 
has a conſiderable Share, for directing and managing 
the Education of her own Children. But though 
ſhe were better qualified than ſhe is, her immoderate 
Fondneſs would baffle the niceſt Management. Her 
Son is her Favourite, in whom ſhe ſees no F aults 3 
or if they are too glaring to be hid, the _ at 
em 
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them; and if any one of the Family or Friends 


complain, of them to her, ſhe endeavours to put the 


faireſt Colouring on them, and is ready to aſcribe 
the Complaints to ſome unreaſonable Partiality or 
Prejudice againſt her darling Boy. The young Gen- 

leman finding himſelf ſo ſecure of Mamma's Fa- 
vour, takes all Advantages, and ſtretches his Prero- 


gatives to the utmoſt. The Servants of the Family 


he diſciplines with all the Force his Fiſts and Feet 
are Maſters of ; and uſes Strangers, who. come to 


viſit | the Family, with the moſt indecent F amiliari- 


ties. Some he calls Names, others he falutes with a 


Slap, or pulls off their Wigs, or treads on their Toes, 


with many ſuch Inſtances of rough Courteſy. He 
is indulged, and if 1 may uſe the Expreſſion, trained 
in the Love.of Money. It is made the Reward of 


doing, his. Taſk, and the. End of all Bis Labours. 


His Pockets are generally füll; at leaſt Money i is ne- 
ver denied him, when he either coaxes or cries for 
it. And indeed, L haye ſeen him do both with great 

Jexterity. "Mo allowed to. play as much as he 


| pleaſes, at Cards, Draughts, or any. other Game, 


and it is always for Monty. 1 have been diverted 
to ſee how. the Chances of the Game have rouſ- 
ed all. his. little Paſſions. "Wo he won, he triumphed 
over. his Adverſary with immenſe Eagerneſs and Joys 
if he loſt, he cried and ſtormed, and bullied like a 

petty Tyrant, and parted with his Money with in- 


finite Regret. If the Mother was provoked, at 12 


Time, to take Notice of bis Irregularities, ſhe did i 

with ſo little Judgment, that it had little or no * 
fluence. Perhaps ſhe frowned and fired, and made 
a thundering Noiſe for a while ; but this was ſoon 


over, and Maſter's Tears or r ſullen Silence brought 
on 
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on a perfect Reconciliation. She ſhewed no cool 
and ſteady Indignation, ſuch as would have been 
ſufficient to produce a laſting Effect, nor were her Re- 
bukes ſeconded with any ſubſtantial Marks of Diſ- 
pleaſure, ſo as to make a deep Impreſſion on ſuch a 
perverſe Child. | 

The young Lady's Temper 1s a little ſofter, but 
not leſs imperious. She is brought up with an high 
Opinion of the Dignity of her Rank, and Contempt 
of the Vulgar. Therefore the little Thing imagines 
herſelf already a very conſiderable Perſonage, takes 
State upon her in all Companies, ſwells with Rage at 


every little imaginary Affront, and never thinks ſhe 


is treated with Reſpect enough. The Servants muſt 
pay her uncommon Homage ; ſhe muſt be helped at 
Table before Strangers of an ordinary Rank. Her 


pretty Features muſt not be diſcompoſed by croſſing 


her; in ſhort, humoured ſhe muſt be in every Thing, 
and when ker Ladyſhip is dreſt out in all her Finery» 
ſhe is admired, careſſed, and exalted into a little 
Queen. This makes her vain and inſolent to a De- 
gree of Extravagance. She and her Brother have 
pretty nearly the ſame Taſks ſet them. They read, 
write, dance, and play together ; but will only read 
or write, or do juſt as much as pleaſes their little 
Honours. They go to learn, as to ſome terrible Taſk, 
are reſtleſs and impatient till it is over, and mind 
their Tutor almoſt as much as the Maid that puts 
them to Bed. For his Authority not being dyly ſup- 
ported by their Parents, has no Weight. In fine, 
they are ſo much humoured, ſo little reſtrained and 
kept under Government, that he muſt have more 
than the Patience of a Man, who can bear their In- 
ſolence ; and almoſt the Capacity of an —_— to 

pe 


falſe Opinions, 


166 DIALOGUEZ Ss concerning 4 


ſhape and improve them into any tolerable Figure: 


though, with the Genius and Temper they have, 


they might be taught any Thing or molded into any 
N orm, were they under the Influence of proper Diſ- 
- cipline and Authority. Upon the whole, I could not 


help thinking them an unhappy Inſtance of the in- 


diſcreet Conduct of Parents in the Management of 


their Children, whom, by an ill- judged Frugality, 


they rob of Treaſures much more valuable, and ex- 


poſe to irretrievable Calamities. At the ſame Time, 


my Acquaintance in this Family convinced me how 
unfortunate it is for People to come to the Poſſeſſion | 
of an Eſtate, who have no Capacity to enjoy it 


with Diſcretion or Dignity. * 
While I reflect on this, and many other Inſtances 


of wrong Conduct in the Education of Youth, I 
frequently doubt, whether we are to aſcribe it to 
theſe and the like Errors in Education, 


That 
Mankind are ſo much over-run with Prejudices and 
that their Paſſions are ſo often 
miſapplied, and their Manners debauched, or 


what other Cauſes of this are to be aſſigned. Why 


do we find ſo many ridiculous, or wicked Characters 


in Life? Does Nature itſelf tincture the Mind with 
Prejudice, Error, Folly? Or do we owe them to 
Inſtruction, to the Ignorance or Miſmanagement of 
Parents, Nurſes, Teachers? Do our Paſſions, of 
' themſelves, lead us aſtray, or are they bent and 
faſhioned by Culture, Example, and the Variety of 


Accidents with which Life is chequered, or by Some- 
thing different from them all? I think it would be 
worth while to trace the Evil to the Source of it; to 


ſee if, by diſcovering the Cauſes of thoſe Ditorders, 
we can fall upon a right Method of reQifying them. 


This 
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This Account I gave, one Night, of the Family 
T had viſited, to the Gentlemen of the Club : and 
upon my propoſing theſe Queſtions, the Company 
were ſilent, for ſome Time, as if they intended to 


recollect their Thoughts upon the Subject. 


The ſprightly Eugenio, with great Freedom, weak 
Silence firſt : For when any new Thought comes a- 
croſs his Fancy, he ſeldom ſtands long conſidering 
whether he ſhall ſpeak or not. 

I do not think, Gentlemen, ſaid he, that the Queſ- 
tions . propoſed by our Friend need to puzzle us 
much. For my Part, the Caſe, as it appears plain to 
me, may be quickly brought to an Iſſue. The more I 
ſee of the World, the more Characters I converſe 
with, the more I am convinced that the Prejudices 
Men ſtick to ſo tenaciouſly, and the Blunders and Fol- 
lies they are guilty of, are owing to ſpme groſs Miſma- 
nagement in their Education, rather than to any Per- 
verſeneſs in Nature or Default in their Conſtitution. 
Frequently indeed, to juſtify ourſelves, or becauſe 
we are too lazy to trace the Miſchief to its true 
Source, we are ready to caſt the Blame on Something 
we call Nature, without conſidering what we mean 
by that ſame Nature, unleſs we mean ſome ſtrange 
occult Quality, of which we know Nothing ; or the 
Almighty Operator, whom we muſt ſuppoſe to have 
maimed his own Workmanſhip in the original Con- 
ception. We preſume, Nature has erred, Nature is 
in the Fault, is either defective or redundant ; the 
Child is of a froward Nature. In ſhort, if we can 
but clear ourſelves of the Imputation, we do not 
care what Freedoms we uſe with this ambiguous, 
much injured Name. Parents and Teachers are per- 
_ in the right to charge Nature with every Fault, 


becauſe 
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becauſe it eaſes them of a large Load of Shame. But, 
methinks, it is but fair to do Juſtice to the Order of 
our Nature, and to its Author too, from whom we 
had it. Let us fix the Reproach where it ought to 
reſt; namely, on the Miſconduct of Parents and 


Nurſes, on the Negligence or Incapacity of Teach- 


ers. Nature gives us Talents, it is Education that 
applies them right or wrong. Nature beſtows Pro- 
penſions and Affections, which may be directed to 


Good, either public or private. Tis Culture that 


improves or perverts them. The infant Mind is 
ductile like Wax; you may ſtamp a fair or ugly 
Impreſſion upon it, Error or Knowledge, Indolence 
or Application, Virtue or Vice. What makes little 
, who is | ſo admired, careſſed and flattered, the 
_ pert, imperious Dame, buy the early Incenſe offered 
to her Vanity? Why does Maſter when he comes of 
Age, turn out ſo ſtubborn and inſolent, an abandon- 
ed Rake or wretched Spend-thrift, but the Good- 
nature of doating Parents, or the Miſmanagement 


of Tutors, or the Company he falls into? Why is 


many a petty Shop-heeper or low Scrivener ſo very 
knaviſh, but becauſe their Train of Life and low 


Dealing have led them the Way to Fraud and Chi- 
cane? How come we to be ſo peſtered with ſhallow- 
pated Beaux and flaunting Coguets, but becauſe they 
have been accuſtomed, from their Cradles, to admire 
their own ſweet Figure, and to refer all their Views 
to Dreſs and Conqueſt ? What forms the Quack, the 
Courtier, and the ſham Patriot, but the Train of 
Diſſimulation in which they have been hackneyed ? 
Whence ſuch a Spawn of Bigots, but from their, nar- 
row Education? Why in fine, are Mankind ſo.1 igno- 


rant, and withal ſo conceited, ſo ill-founded, yet ſo 
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obſtinate in their Opinions, ſo prone: to Eaſe: and 
Pleaſure, and ſo impatient of Labour, but becauſe 
they haye been hood-winked, before they had Time 
to open their Eyes, and nouriſhed, from their Infan- 
ey, in popular Prepoſſeſſions, in Vanity and Indo- 


lence ? Thus are Prejudices and ill Habits handed 


down from Father to 8on; Men inherit the Follies 
as well as Fartynes of their Anceſtors, and the World: 
ſtalks on in the ſame dull Track of Ignorance and 
Pride, Credulity and Preſumption: The Scholars ſel- 
dom daring to be wiſer than their Teachers, andthe 
Teachers not chuſing that they ſhould, whenever 
their Intereſt is concerned. Education therefore, 
ſuppoſing tolerable Parts, is all in all. To it ve muſt 


impute the Beauty or Deformity of Characters, the 


Gentleneſs or Frowardneſs of Nature. I ſcarce know 
a Character in Life, which may not be reſolved, it 
all Things are duly examined, into its conſtituent 
Principles, or traced back to the reſpective Sources, 
from whence its various Streams have flowed ; Whe- 
ther from Culture, high or low Fortunes, ot the 
Train of Life, the Kind of Buſineſs, and other acci- 
dental Circumſtances, which have conſpired to its 
Formation. For all theſe 1 include under the gene- 


ral Name of Education, becaufe they mold à Man 


into the Size and Figure he isof. If the Education 
thetefore is good, .the I alents Nature has beſtowed 
will be well applied, and the Manners tightly tem- 
pered, If bad, the .contraty: muſt. happen, © The 
prime Care, therefore, ought to be, to rectify Mit- 
takes here, and jet I hings on à right footing at 
firſt. How this is to be done, [- e 


to our Conſideratt on:. of 0 


, FRM 
* 
g 
* 


f Vou. 1. is, 039001 Prot: 


| 
4 
5 
N 
| 
S 
, 
/ 
7 
5 


ro DIALOG ES concerning 
1: am glad to find, fubjoined Conſta nt, that Euge- 


nie, who but a while ſince, laid ſuch Streſs on Na- 


ture, and thought it did all in ſorming Men's Minds 
and Characters, is now willing to allow a good Deal 
to Education; nay, thinks it the chief Mold of our 
Manners. Magna eft Veritas, 9 prevalebit. GI) 


- T. muſt be permitted, replied Eugenio, to change 


25 Opinions as off as I pleaſe, and ſtill lie open to 
Con viction. But if Conſtant will pleaſe to recollect, 
it was the Force of Nature in Genius I talked of; and 
not of Culture in Morals. | 

Admitting then Eugento's Diſtindtion, ne 
Ie Iam as willing as he to vindicate Nature, 
by which I at preſent mean the Conſtitution or 
Frame of Human Nature. We feel ſtrong Anticipati- 
ens in her Fayour, Anticipations which determine us 
to approve what is natural, and diſreliſh what is un- 
natural and contrary to her Order. It is always the 
Standard we appeal to, in our Judgment of Beauty, 
and we eſtimate Deformity by the Degree of Devia- 
tion from Nature. But how ſtrong a Party ſoever 
Nature may have formed within us, and whatever 
Weapons ſhe has furniſhed againſt her Antagoniſts, I 
think it is but fair to examine her Pretenſions to our 
Favour, to ſee upon what Bottom our Prepoſlefſions 
are founded; leſt, while we are enquiring into the 
Origin of our Prejudices, we leave this original Pre- 
judice undiſcuſſed, and verify by our Practice, the 
yery Reverſe of what Eugenio has endeavoured to 
prove ; namely, That we derive our Prejudices and 
Errors from Nature herſelf, and not from Inſtruction 


or Diſcipline. Now if there ſhall appear ſome Veſ- 


tiges of original Defects and Diſorders, as well as of 


original good Diſpoſitions, I mean, antecedent to 


all 
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all Impreſſions of Art and Culture; then our Pre- 


poſſeſſions in Behalf of Nature muſt give way to 
plain Fats. For there is no eluding Facts, even by 
the moſt ſubtil Reaſonings. Do not ſome Children 
appear, antecedent to all Inſtructions, foreign Cul- 
ture and Example, nay, as ſoon as they can diſcover 


the leaſt Symptoms of their genuine Temper ; do not 


ſome, I ſay, appear to be of haſty, or revengeful 
Diſpoſiricns ? Are not others, on the contrary, gentle 
and humane? Muſt we not aſcribe it to ſome natu- 
ral Biaſs? W. hy do many give ſuch early Indications 
of Peeviſhnef, Petulance or Crueſty? Whence is it 
that ſome, of the ſame Family are ſo liberal and ge- 
nerous, . and others ſo covetous and contraQed, 
though they have all perhaps had the ſelf-ſame Di- 
cipline and Example? Sure we muſt derive it from 


ſome original Propenſion, interwoven with the very 


Conſtitution. I am ready to believe, that it ĩs with 
human Creatures, as with Breeds of Horſes; Some 
are mettleſome, and of a generous Breed; others are 
ſlow reſtive Animals, of a degenerate Race. Some 
are gentle, and yet high-ſpirited Creatures ; others 
are ſo vicious and miſchievous, that no Art can break, 
nor Force curb them. We have Inſtances in Hiſto- 


ry, of Breeds not only of Families, but of Nations. 


Of the former Machiavel gives us ſeveral Inſtances 
among the Romans. The noble Valerian Family 
were generally of a mild, affable, popular Turn- 
The Apii were the Reverſe, havghty, inſolent and 
tyrannical. The Iydians, to inſtance in Nations, 
were a ſoft and effeminate Race; the Athenians a 
ſharp ingenious People; the Beotians heavy, the 
Romans brave. The Britons, both of old and of 
late, have been a Nation, impatient of the Yoke, in- 
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_clining- to that Pride and Fierceneſs, as ſome are 
ene to call it, which ſpurns Slavery with Diſdain. 
I am aware, that this Diverſity of Temper and 
Mikes; of different Families and Nations, may be 
aſcribed to a Difference in Education, Government, 
Diſcipline, Fortunes, and ſuch like Cauſes ; but, as 
Tus ſaying, how often do we ſee Children of the 
ſame Family, brought up preciſely in the ſame Man- 
ner, with the ſame Advantages of Company, Inftruc- 
tions, Example and Encouragements, turn out not 
only quite different Creatures in their Capacities for 
Learning, but in their Diſpoſition and Manners ? 1 
knew once two Brothers, between whem there was 
kttle Difference of Years, who learned, played, vi- 
ſited, converſed, and did every Thing together, 


went to the ſame Schools, had the fame Maſters at 


' home, were educated with the ſame Care, 'and both 
Alike encouraged in every Reſpect; yet the one would 
never mind his Book, nor take to any Thing like 
Letters, and turned out ſlow-witted, lazy and paſ- 
fonite. The other diſcovered an early Genius, and 
Love of Letters, to which he applied with great Ar- 
dour, and proved a buſtling kigh-ſpirited Youth, of 
quick Paſſions, but genetons withal and friendly. If 
we look much about us, we ſhall find many fuch Di- 
verſities of Character in thoſe who have been ſubjec- 
ted to the ſame Train of Culture and Accidents ; 
which it will be very hard to account for, unleſs we 
blow ſome original Diference in the Completian of 
Minds, ſomething in the Race, or, if you will, the 
ant Conſtitution. Do we not ſee Diſeaſes fre- 
quently tranſmitted from Father to Son ? Is it an un- 
uſual Cafe, to ſee likewiſe mental Perverfities or Diſ- 
orders conveyed in the ſame Way? Are not — 
ä 3 a 
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born with a filching thieviſh Diſpoſition, who, as 
- ſoon: as they can cloſe. their Fiſts, lay their Fingers 
on every, Thing about them? Do not; daftardly Fa- 
hers often propagate cowardly Sons And does not 
the Imagination, the Fears and Paſſions of the Mo- 
-ther often affect the Child, not merely in external 
Shape and Conſtitution, but in its Capacity, its Ima- 
gination and Affedtions? At leaſt it will be hard to 
account any other Way for that Lameneſs of Judg- 
ment, that natural: Timidity, and other original Ble- 
miſpeg we ſometimes diſcover in Ebildren, Hrovieus 


to, all;adventitious Influence. 

[ Ie muſt he owned, ſaid Philander, "that Conflant 

, has argued his Point with a good Deal of Subtilty,, 

. but 10 give the Argument fairer Play, I think ſome 
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3 dee to give Birth to Genius, or to ſuch in- f 
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of "Whereas another, v * 10, has not _been, uſed to combine or; 
he the Ideas of Ha pineſs with Honour, , and Hono 4 x 
aL with Ktiowled: , Learning and the 2271 all. IT + 
ft 8 Studjes wet Re cee? to attain them, an 4 ao 
16 ov 2 Dunce in, Science and ratory, and. rhaps * 
= f "a. | ? "2 e * Cowntd es” 
Dr 


— 


174 DIALO GU DS s concething 10 
a Coward, if engaged in War. Any Ideas may be 


—— — 


— * . * r 11 — = 
— _—_ -” — ——.— - 
„ ˙7 S 

— — ax 


connected, and made to ſtart together in the tender 
Mind. And when they have often ſtarted in Com- 
pany, they will ſeldom or never be found apart aftet- 
wards: Such Combinations er produce ſtrong 
and durable Habits, Which it is difficult ever to 
| break.” Why, for Inſtance, does a Bigot bear 
uch an invincible Hatred to Proreſtants, but decauſe 
he has been always taught to affix ſuch horrible Ideas 
to the Name of Heyetic : 80 that an Heretic never 
comes acroſs his Fancy, Without Taifing at the faite 
Time, thoſe Ideas of Hotror, ' Odioufneſs aud Inf4- 
thy, it uſed to bring along with it? Whereas a Cbun- 
fer-Aſfeciation of Ideas Dal make him imagine a pe- 
culiar Sanctity and Excellence, inheretit in the cbn- 
frary Character of A ne and give him a more 
than common Patifality th Kis-Favbult. "Why dd 
tome Children ' conceive ſuch an Averſidn to their 
Bock, but becauſe the Rod has been generally felt 
0b ſmart an Attendant of it; ſo that the Ideas of the 
Book and Rod 80 generally i in Company ? We 
[ fee then, that by Means of frequent Aſſociation 
if of Ideas, any Kind of Paſſions,  Tnclinations « or An- 
* | Kpathies, may be raiſed for « or againſt | an 12 
[| | or Are whatſoever. The Tmaz maginativn 1s. 45 
| ens are 
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Auen of any Kind, that's fine Houſe 1 Be 
dnnefted with Ideas of Worth, Elegance 
Pate 3 a Ribbon | or Coronet with Grandeur, 
wity, Reſpecl. Money, to ſome Imaginations, may 
1 every Idea of Excellence and Perfecii- 

1 Noe ſhall appear in the ſame Light t6 


others 
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others.” Therefore the one ſhall reckon Nothing diſ- 


honourable, by which the former is acquired; the 


others Nothing unjuſt or cruel, by which they rife 
to tlie latter: - Now, as the Imagination is continually 
at Work, and the Mind has a vaſt Fropenſtty to 


make ſuch Aflociations, eſpeeially in ats pliable I In- 


fant-State, and as Habits are, naturally and 
unavoidably grafted: upon them; it is (eaſy [to 40. 
count for the-filching Diſpofetion/of ſome, the ant- 
bitious, eruel or revengeful T of others. Hence 
a Family Pride, or Turt for Popularity; may be eali 
conveyed from Bathet to Son, without” Having: R 
courſe to any original Biafs."- The Aſpect, Air, Con 
verſation, Employments of the Family, and Ad 80 
ſand other Circumſtances may have concurred tb 
propagate: the Diſpoſition peculiat to each. 

ſame Obſervation on ex applied to whole Nations. 
The Circumſtances of the State, the Diſcipline 
Civic Crowns; Laurels, Triumphs and the Re, may 
have made Bravery the Churacferiſtic "0f A Roman. 
And a Counter-Hffocia lion, Dig. ſhady Oteres, "pleg- 
ſant Gardens, cooling Streams, Beds of Down, with 
the Air and Clitnate, may have :entafiled- Softnefs and 
Luxury, upon the Hilinms, frum Race to Racs. 
Thoſe Aﬀociatiohs are* formed®"of themſelves, fre 
quently without our Concutrence, ! ſometimes with- 


but our Knowledge and for the moſt Part, in ſo gra 


dust and imperceptible a Manner, that their Effect 
are hardly diſtinguiſhable from natural Propenſions. 
Therefore I much queſtion whether the 'Djforders, 
aſcribed by Cenftint is forte vrigifat Default in oi 
Conffitution, may not with” more Juſtice, be reſo fx 


ed into theſe perverſe : and unngtural Combinations 


of Ideas, which" firft of att, beget falſe Opinlons, 
then miſplaced Affections, and laſtly, iſſue in wrong 
Habits. Eugent 
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Eugenie thanked Philander, for the well timed Sue- 
cour he had given him, in the Argument againſt, Cox · 


Pant ; and ſaid he hoped ſo. powerful a Reinforce- 


ment would oblige bim en to conialy N 
defeated. | 


I muſt frankly nk, replied: Conſtant, I am no 


Match for Philender ſingle, but when he ſtands Se- 


cond. to Eugenio, the Party is by far too unequal ; 
however, I find it eaſier to be file nced and puzzled, 
than convinced. Till I am the laſt, I ſhall not think 
myſelf fairly defeated. Then I ſhall moſt willingly 
lay down my Weapons. For I fight not for Victory, 
but for Truth. If my Antagoniſt gets this fair Prize 


firſt, I go over to his Side, and glory to fight under 


the ſame Banner. I ſhall therefore join iſſue with 
Philander, that wonderful is the Force and Extent 
of thoſe Aſſociations of Ideas be has explained, in 

forming the Opinions, and influencing. the Manners 
of Mankind, —— hat they are made very clearly, 


and operate in a ſecret, and oft-times very inſenſible 


Way. Yet after all, I cannot be convinced, that 
the Operations, whether viſible or inviſible, of the 
«ſſeciating Principle or Faculty, or call it what you 
pleaſe, are ſufficient to account for all thoſe Pheno- 
mena or Facts, I have already produced. Is there 
not an antecedent Diſpoſition in Minds, to form ſome 


- Kinds of Aſſociations more than others? To what 


other Cauſe fhall we aſcribe that Diverſity of  Geni- 
us we find among Mankind? Why are ſome Ma- 
thematicians, others Architect, others Poets, but be- 
tauſe they haye a peculiar Sagacity or Aptitude to 
perceive and combine thoſe, Ideas that belong to 
their reſpestive Studies and Employments ? Why, 
for Inſtance, does the Mathenatician rack his ow 
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with ſuch unwearied Labour, in jnveſtigating Theo- 


tems, and taching abſtrat Truths in Lines and Fir 


gures, but from ſome ſtrong natural Anticipation in W 
Fayour of intellectual Pheciics ? Why is the Ar- - 
chin&s Mind always revolving on regular Figures, 7 


different Plans of Building, and Orders of Architec- 
ture, but becauſe ſuch Ideas Tome how, conge- 
nial to his original Taſte? Why the Poet range 


the World of Fancy, in queſt of ſtranze Similitudes, 


Analoyies and Allufions, and combine fuch fantaſtic 
Forms, and Images of Things, but becauſe the Heat 
of his Imagination, by a native Kind of Attraction, 
draws together thoſe Species which moſt powerfully 


ſtrike it. Why are there ſuch different Kinds of Taſte” 


5 bi 7 
1 ö * 


under the ſame general Claſs, ſome Mathematicians | | 


of the analytical Character, others of the Hyntberical z 
ſome Poets who excel in painting high, and others 
logo Life. and fo of the reſt, but becauſe of a parti- 
cular Propenſiy 
Images more than others? This is what 1 would 
call Genius, which, I think, we commonly fay ; a Man 


"muſt be born with, if he would excel in certain Pro- 
feſſions. Nor can this be aſcribed to a Man's pa- 
ticulat Train of Life, or the Circumſtances in which _ 
he tray have been placed : for Inſtances, 1 believes 5 
not à few, may be produced of Men, who have ſhot 


up into Painters, Poets, Mathematicians, thou zh 
their Way of Living, and Inclinations of their Pa- 
rents, their own . Intereſt, and the Culture they bave 
undergone, have all conſpired to lead them another 


Way hut it is not ſo much the natural Genius, a 


as ef moral Bent, which I am chiefly concerned ta 
ſuppott. Of this there appears to me a confi derable 


Diverſity among Mankind, not reſolvable into that 
* 9 Principle 


to combine fome Sets of *Fraths or = 1 


1758 D1at 06 vas ce 


Principle of Aſociation mentioned by Philander. Do 


we not perceive a Taſte, a Propenſity to ſome AQi- 
ons, ſome Pleaſures more than to others; that ſome 
Perſons, for inſtance, are more ſuſceptible of Senti- 
ments of Honour, of Gratitude, of Ambition, than 
others? We find i in ſome a certain Milkineſs of Blood, 
ſomething ſo bland and ſweet-natured in their Con- 


ſtitution, that to them Goodneſs is quite cheap; to 


do an hard Thing grates upon their Nature, they 


open their Heart and Hand to every Body, enjoy 
Nothing unleſs others ſhare it with them; they ſcarce 


know what it is to be angry. To i ade Aſſociation 


ſhall we attribute this exceſſive Good-nature ? O- 


thers are the Reverſe. Their Blood ſeems to he curd 

led, and every kindly Feeling frozen up; they muſt 
ſtruggle with Nature to do a generous Thing, It re- 
quires a mighty Effort to unfetter Humanity in them, 


and Philoſophy muſt exert an uncommon Energy to 
thaw their Paſſions to a tolerable Gentleneſs, We 
have heard of others, as of Socrates, who, on a dif- 


ferent Account, have found it difficult to combat 
with Nature, and to whom Virtue has been no eaſy 
Purchaſe. This good Man experienced, that all his 


Philoſophy was little enough to gain the Victory 


over his natural Bent. Why is Virtue thus coſtly, 


and meritorious in ſame, and ſo cheap to others? Is 


it only becauſe ſome have broken a few early Aſſoci- 
ations, and others acted in conſequence of them; 
or becauſe the former have ſurmounted the many 
Difficulties, which Nature threw in their Way, and 
the latter have followed their natural Inſtincts? With- 


out ſuppoſing ſome original moral Biaſs, as well as 
2 peculiar Bent of Genius in the intellectual Way, 


* can it be accounted for, that Children, as I men- 
.tioned 
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tioned before, educated preciſely in the ſame Man- 
ner, with the like Advantages in all Reſpects, ſhould 
like the Sons of Marcus and Quintus Cicero, turn 
out not only different Creatures, when they are full 
grown, but diſcover ſuch early Prop. 'n/ions, ſome to 
one Vice, others to thoſe of a quite contrary Kind? 
What Diſſimilarity of Circumſtances can we ſuppoſe 
in ſuch Caſes, to couple ſuch different. Sets of Ideas, 
as ſhall produce ſuch mighty Differences of Temper 
and Manners? Unleſs we could fairly Trace ſuch a 
Diſſimilarity, it ſeems more philoſophical to have re- 
courſe, with Cicero, to ſome general Cauſe that o- 
perates uniformly, and is more adequate to the Ef- 
fect. However, be that as it will, for IJ pretend not 
to pronounce poſitively, it is certain a great Deal de- 
pends upon the early Culture of the Mind, and up- 
on thoſe Ideas and Images of Things, it is taught or 
accuſtomed to aſſociate in the firſt Period of Life. 
The Influence, which Parents and Tutors may have 
over the Minds of Children, is almoſt incredible. 
They may ſow Errors and Prejudices, or Truth and 
Knowledge, and fix right or wrong Habits ſo deep 
in their Conſtitution, that it ſhall be almoſt impoſſi- 
ble ever to extirpate them. Too much Pains there- 
fore cannot be taken, in watching over the Mind in 
it's unformed; but moſt ſuſceptible State; in prevent- 
ing wrong Affectations, in teaching it to make ſuch as 
are allied by Nature, and in counter-working a per- 
perverſe original Bent, by thoſe Aſſociations and 
Exerciſes, which are moſt effectual to baffle it. Af- 
ter what has been ſaid on both Sides of the Queſti- 
on, I would thus ſtate the Caſe : That, as the Minds 
of Children reſemble the uncultivated Garden of 
Nature, their Improvement will be according to the 


Nature of the Soil, and the Care and Skill of the 
Gardeners 
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Gardeners they meet with. A bad Soil may be great · 


ly rectiſied and improved by kindly Culture, a warm 


pect, and favourable Seaſons : and a good one by 
the aſſiſtance of judicious Art, may be wrought into, 
the moſt finiſhed of Nature's Works. 

Here Conſtant ſtopped, and Sophron with half 2 
Smile on his Face, replied thus : 

How deeply our Friend may be 1 with 
the original Frame and Biaſſes of Mankind, I can- 


not pretend to ſay. For my Part, as I was never 


admitted into Nature's Laboratory, nor ever ſaw in 
ed and faſbioned, I ſhall not preſume to pry into her 
Myſteries. Nature I believe, ſeldom reveals her choi- 
ceſt Secrets, and permits only a few of happy Genius, 
like Conflant, to be of her Council. This obliges 
me to take my Being, and the Stuff it is compoſed 
of, upon Truſt ; and, without enquiring what it wwas 
originally, my grand Concern is to know what it 
now, how it may be mended and ſet right, if it has 
got a wrong Caſt, or has been mixed with a vicious 
Alloy; how improved, if it is of a fine Mould. To 
be plain, Gentlemen, I apprehend it is an Enquiry, 
if not impoſſible, yet very difficult, concerning the 
Matter or Shape with which we came out of the 
Hands of the Author of Nature. We muſt be ſatis- 
fied with the Materials beſtowed, and make our beſt 
of them, ſince neither our Encomiums nor InveRis es 
will mend them in the leaſt Degree. It is a Matter 
of much greater Importance, to know what Kind of 
Creatures we actually are, now that we are in Life, 
what Opinions and Paſſions we have, what Cauſes 
influence them, and by what Kind of Culture we. 
may become uſeful and amiable Parts of the Creati. 


On 
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on. M entirely agree with both Eugenio and Conſtant, 
as to the very great Influence of Nurſes, Parents and 


Tutors, in forming the Minds of Youth, 


There are, I imagine, three or four grand Periods 
of Life, into which their Education may be divided. 
The firft, I would call that of Infancy, in which, 
they are under the immediate Influence and Domini- 
on of Parents and Nurſes, who are to conſider the 
Health and Vigour of their Conſtitution, as their 
principal Care. This Period may be ſuppoſed to 
reach till they are four or five Years of Age. In the 
ſecond Period, which may extend from thence to the 
Age of fourteen or fifteen, I conſider them till un- 
der domeſtic Government, with the Addition of Tu- 
tors, who ought to initiate them in the Elements of 
Knowledge and Virtue, and of Languages. The 
third Stage comprehends academical Education, till 
the Age of twenty or above. The fourth, I would 
call that in which Education is perfected by Com- 
merce with the World ; which, as all the Reft, may 
be more or leſs extended, according to the Pupi!, 
Genius or Opportunities. The two firſt Stages ſzem 
to be of great, I will not {ay the greateſt Importance, 
as the firſt Part of Education takes the faſteſt hold of 
the Mind, and has a conſiderable Influence ever ai- 


ter, on the whole Life and Character. For, the 


Mind being then moſt tender, receives the moſt ſen- 
ſible Impreſſions ; therefore it is very obvious, which 
of the Parents muſt have the largeſt Share in the 
early Education of the Offspring. See how the Caſe 
ſtands with other Creatures. Nature has not only 
provided them with Inſtincts of Selj-Preſcrvation, to 
put them upon ſecking their Food; but has like- 
wiſe given them Dams, whoſe Buſinet is to protect 
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182 DiALOGUES concerning 
and nurſe them, while they are in a tender defence- 
leſs State. Theſe anxious and induftrious Nurſes 
not only find them Food, and with great Pains fetch 
it frequently from conſiderable Diſtances, but lead 
them out in their firſt Excurſions, ſhew them where 
it is to be had, and help them to come at it, or elſe 
prepare and dreſs it for them. Thus the Hen, after 
ſhe has warmed and covered her young Family, 
leads them abroad in queſt of Food, ſcrapes the 
Dunghill for them, and aſſiſts them in their rude Eſ- 
ſays towards finding a Maintenance. Her Care is 
great, but her Province is narrow, and the Leſſons 
are ſoon learned by the docile obedient Race. So 
are thoſe of the other inferior Animals; the Buſi- 
neſs and Inſtructions of their Dams are admirably 
adapted to their animal Nature, and limited Oeconomy. 
Accordingly their docile Pupils ſoon turn out perfect 
Creatures in their Kind, thoroughly inſtructed in all 
the Taſks neceſſary for their Preſervation, Propaga- 
tion and Welfare. The Bees, for Inſtance, (you 
will forgive me, Gentlemen, for uſing theſe familiar 
Examples) after they have been taught by their Dams 
to uſe their little Wings, and made ſome light Ex- 
curſions round the Hive, in Company with their la- 
borious and anxious Tutors, become ſoon qualified 
to extract the precious Dew of every Plant and Flow- 
er, grow perfect Patriots in their Principles, honeſt 
Centinels, finiſhed Architects, and tender-hearted 
Mothers in their Turn. 

So the Caſe ſtands with our Fellow-Animals. But 
Man is a ſublimer Creature, and conſequently has 2 
more enlarged Oeconomy. Therefore it muſt require: 
more Pains, and a longer Courſe of Diſcipline, to form - 
him for bis Buſineſs 1 in Life, The Taſk. of inſtruct- 
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ing him muſt be a more exalted and important Pro- 
vince. The Sphere of his Adivity is wide. He is 
endowed not only with Inſtincts for Self-Preſeryati- 
on, but with public Affections, that lead him out to 


Society, and fit him for it. Beſide the ſenſible, he 


is ſuſceptible of a great Variety of intellectual and Mo- 

ral Pleaſures. He has likewiſe various Senſes, beſide 
thoſe merely animal (Avenues, for the moſt Part, to 

the finer Paſſions) which lay him open to a prodigi- 

ous Diy erſity of Impreſſions, and yield an immenſe 

Fund of Entertainment. He is moreover, ſuſcepti- 
ble of Religion, and all thole exalted Sentiments of 
Vencration, Truſt, Gratitude and Submiſſion, that 
are founded on our Connection with the Supreme Be- 
ing. His complicated Frame, and Situation in the 
World, entail on him an infinite Variety of Wants. 
He has per/onal Wants, family Wants, and is like- 
wife concerned for the Wants of thoſe with whom 
he is connected in Society. Theſe cut out endleſs 
Work for him ; and if at any Time he ſhould be fuch 
a Wretch, as to have Nothing to do, it is one of his 
moſt urgent and intolerable Wants, to find either Bu- 
ſineſs or Amuſement. Nor are his Views confined 


even to this preſent mortal State. He is anxious a- 


bout Futurity, and appears, by his Deſires, and the 
Whole of his internal Fabric, to be formed for an E- 
ternity of Duration. Such is Man! Now what 
Care, what Sagacity, what Vigilance muſt it require 
to train ſuch a Creature for ſuch Variety of Exerciſe, 
ſuch an extenſive Oeconomy for an immortal Exiſ- 
tence ? Such a Work muſt be extremely delicate. In 
Childhood his Reaſon is weak, his Appetites rebelli- 
ous, his Paſſions ſtrong, his Mind giddy and unatten- 
tive, his Humours various, credulous, prone to Imi. 
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tation, and yet impatient of Contradiction. What 
then muſt it be to open and form his Reaſon, to find 
proper Play to his Paſſions, to fix his Mind, regulate 
his Appetites, and mold his Temper to the Duties 
of his Nature! When I lay theſe Things together, 
and conſider withall, that the ft Education of Chil- 
dren, the early Biaſs of their Minds, is the immedi- 
ate Buſineſs of the Mothers; I own, Gentlemen, I 
cannot help refleQing, with no ſmall Veneration, on 
the vaſt Importance of their Character, their Weight 
and Dignity in Life. As they are the natural Nur- 
ſes of their Children, it is their Buſineſs to tutor 
and mold their Minds, as well as their Perſons. 
From them we frequently ſuck our Opinions and 
Paſſions, as well as our Milk. They are the im- 
mediate Succeſſors of Nature, who firſt ſhape our 
Manners as well as our Limbs, make us what we are, 
and generally as much like themſelves as they can. 
Nay, ſuch is our Proneneſs to admire thoſe we love, 
and to imitate what we admire, that, whether they 
take any Pains about us or not, we naturally take af- 
ter them, affect their Air, Language and Manners, 
and even, without deſigning it, catch them inſenſi- 
bly. How important then, and difficult is their Pro- 
vince, to inſpire a Creature ſo ignorant as Man, with 
the Principles of Reoſon, Truth and Juſtice, to 
cultivate and reſtrain his Paſſions, to ſtamp on him 
thoſe Impreſſions of Humanity and Virtue, that are 
to colour his future Liſe and Conduct, and thereby 
to qualify him for Society, and initiate him in the 
Elements of the Perfection of his Being, in an im- 
mortal State! But to you Gentlemen, I leave the 
Taſk, of laying out a Plan for executing, in the 
moſt ſucceſsful Manner, theſe important Deſigns. 


I 
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I beg leave, ſaid Eugenio, to make one Obſerva- 


tion on what Sophron has ſaid. I think, Gentlemen, 
we are all obliged to him for having, with ſo much 


Juſtice, vindicated the Character of the fair Sex, and 


ſhewn their real Dignity and Importance in -Life, 
Upon them depends our Happineſs or Miſery in a 
nobler Senſe than what is commonly apprehended 3 
ſo that the Reſpect and Honour which is paid them 


by any of their Admirers is not founded on Caprice 


or Paſſion, but on the juſteſt Grounds. What I would 
therefore obſerve, is, that if their Taſk in Life is 
ſo important, as Sophron has evinced it, it muſt be an 
unpardonable Fault in us, if we do not contribute 
our Share towards the qualifying them for it. They, 

whoſe Buſineſs it is to form the Minds of others, had 
need to have their own well formed. Will then their 
common Education of Reading, Muſic, Dancing, U- 
fing their Needles, or Dreſſing, (which laſt Article, 
by the by, is generally reckoned the moſt important 
in female Education,) fit the Women for acquitting 
themſelves handſomely in the Work of training the 
Minds of their Children ? Will ſuch Accompliſh- 
ments teach them how to inftruct a curious inquiſi- 
tive Creature, how to encourage a mild, and bend'a 
ſtubborn Temper, to aſſiſt a riſing Genius, lead it up 
through the Infancy of its Reaſon, and direct it in a 
maturer State? I doubt, not, unleſs they have fur. 
prizing natural Parts, and have had great Experience. 
Wherefore, I cannot help thinking, that Women 
ought to have a more extenſive Education, not mere- 
ly to render them agreeable Companions to us, tho 
that, to be ſure, is no mean Confideration ; but to 
qualify them for being more uſeful Mothers, better 
Nurſes, abler Tutors ; Characters devolved upon 


Q 3 them 


| 
il 
| 


1 
* 
1 


r ˙ OO 48. — — 
* 


— e—_—__ 
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them by Nature, and of infinitely greater Conſe- 


quence than the Generality are aware of. I humbly 


aſk Pardon for this Digreſſion; which I have much 
the greater Reaſon to do, becauſe I am afraid it has 
but kept you from being entertained with nobler 


_ Sentiments, and of greater Importance. 


A ſignificant Look to Philander explained this 


Compliment. It turned the Eyes of the Company 


upon him; and even brought a little more Colour 
into his Cheeks than uſual. The Silence that enſued 
did not diminiſh i it, which he was at laſt forced to 
break thus. 

I know not, Eugenio, faid. he ſmiling, whether the 
Ingenuity of your Remark ſhould attone for your 
Concluſion, But to puniſh you for making Compli- 
ments in ſuch a Company as this, I will quickly for- 
get you, and acknowledge that, among other Obli- 
gations we lie under to Sophron, I think it is none 


of the leaſt that he has Pointed out to us the princi- 


pal Deſign of Education. It is, it ſhould ſeem, 10 
train a reaſonable Creature . for a ſerious, active, uſe- 
Ful and contented Life here, and an eternal, happy 
Exiſtence hereafter. This View will, I apprehend, 
lay out the Buſineſs, of Education into two very im- 
portant Branches, which yet are, in many Reſpects, 


interwoven one with the other. The Firſt will con- 
fiſt in inſtructing the Pupil in Knowledge, eſpecially of 


ſuch Things as are of moſt Importance for him to know; 
the Other, in forming the Temper to Piety, Tempe- 
rance, Goodneſs, and improving the Habits of Virtue. 
This being eſtabliſhed, will ſerve as a Clue to guide 

” through the Intricacies of this thorny Subject. 
If you pleaſe, let us begin with conſidering the Firſt. 
Ke we © g9 along, it will be of uſe to us to obſerve 
the 
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the Progreſs of Nature, and by what gradual Open- 


ings Knowledge dawns upon the Mind. For in this 
whole Affair we ſhall find, that Nature is the beſt 
Guide, that it does more than half the Work, and 
that we then proceed moſt ſuceſsfully in inſtructing 
the Mind, when we do not prevent, but aſſiſt Nature. 
Nature is ever teaching the tender Infant, even while 
we think him a Subject incapable of Inſtruction. 
His ſeveral Senſes, which are more in Number than 
thoſe commonly reckoned ſuck, are the firff Inlets 
to Knowledge. _ Theſe give him the earlieſt Notices 
of ſenſible Things. When the new-born Creature 
opens his Eyes upon the Light, every Object is new 
to him, and ftrikes him with Jurprize. The moſt 
luminous Bodies, the moſt glaring Colours, the big- 
geſt ObjeQs and ſtrongeſt Sounds catch his Attention 
firſt. Hunger and Thirſt ſoon direct him to his Nurſe 


for immediate Supply, She, in a ſhort Time, be- 


comes the moſt familiar Object to his Eye, and he 
learns to diſtinguiſh her from all others. But the 
young Stranger not truſting to Sight alone, gropes 
about him in this new World, whither he is but juſt 
arrived, is fond to touch and graſp every Thing; 
and by feeling, ſoon comes to perceive a Connecti- 
on between vi/ible and tangible Objects, and to judge 
of Diſtances by ſure Experience. He wanders con- 
tinually from one Object to another, ſtill improving 
his little Stock of ſenſible Ideas, yet takes in ſur- 


_ rounding Objects by flow Degrees, and is impreſſed 


with Things chiefly as they pleaſe or hurt himſelf. 
He does not know that a Pin will prick or the Can» 
dle burn him, till he has felt the Smart ; nor would 
the Stair-caſe ſuggeſt to him any Idea of Danger, 
unleſs he had ſeen, or made ſome previous Experi- 
3 ment 
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ment to convince him of it. Nature does thus make 
one Idea ſuggeſt to him another, with which it has no 


neceſſary Connection, and by Means of Pleaſure and 


Pain, . Sights, Sounds and Feeling, ſhews him the Re- 
lation of Things to his own Conſtitution, concern- 
ing which, his Reaſon could have given him no In- 
formation. So that, by that Time he has learned to 


| ſpeak, Nature has taught him a Language of her own, 
and, by advertiſing him what Ideas accompany certain 
Signs, inſtructed him in the firſt Rudiments of Self- 


Preſervation. — While therefore he is but juſt be- 
ginning to grow acquainted with the Objects he is 


moſt converſant with, I cannot help thinking but he 
may be taught a great many Things in dumb Shew, 
before he is capable of regular Inſtruction. A Va- 
riety of Objects may be made to paſs before him, of 


which he might otherwiſe have long remained igno- 


rant. Let him ſee, and hear, and handle different 
Creatures and Things, and Nature will become fa- 
miliar to him, many Prejudices be prevented, and 
he armed againſt ſeveral odd Antipathies at certain 
Creatures and Things, which Children are ſo apt to 
contract, to their great Diſturbance and Pain ever 
afterwards. By this Time our Pupil's Tongue be- 
gins to form articulate Sounds, to learn the Name of 
this and the other Thing. He wants to expreſs all 
his Ideas and Feelings, and when he knows no Word 


to. ſignify his Meaning, frequently coins one at plea- 
ſure. He aſks what every Thing he ſees; is, and of, 


what Uſe. But among the ſeveral Objects that pre- 
ſent themſelves to his View, we find he makes this 


obvious Diſtinction, that he is peculiarly delighted 


with ſuch as have Regularity or Beauty. His Imagi- 
nation prefers the fineſt Colours and moſt regular 
Forms 

. 
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Forms, to thoſe which are leſs ſo. A Dye, a Globe? 
a Cone, in ſhort, any uniform Figure pleaſes him 
much more than an irregular Body, or rude, unpro- 
portioned Maſs or Heap. He loves to put his Cards, 
or any other regular Bodies together, and is delight- 
ed to ſee them riſe into different Orders of Architec- 
ture; he takes a Piece of Dough or Clay, and molds 
itinto Men and Beaſts, highly charmed with his mi- 
mic Creation. When Children thus diſcover a Re- 
liſh for Beauty, Order and Proportion, and are curi- 
ous to know the Ends and Uſes of 'Things, it is an 
Evidence that it is Time to feed Them, if I may ſay 
fo, with beautiful and entertaining Objects, and to 
ſhew them their Structure and moſt obvious Proper- 
ties. I would therefore ſet before them a Number of 
pretty Things, both natural and artificial; let them 
view them at leiſure, in a Variety of Lights, and 
try if, by handling or applying them difterent Ways 
they can find out their Uſe. It is aſtoniſhing with 
what Avidity they will drink in any new Notice or 
Diicovery, eſpecially if it be their own Purchaſe. 
It there are ſeveral Objects of the ſame Kind, you 
ſhall ſee them ſoon diſtinguiſh between the fair and 
ugly, the regular and diſproportioned; and irequent- 
ly they will judge exactly enough of what is fitted to 
anſwer its End, and what not. Great Care there- 
fore 1s to be taken, that we do not hurry Nature, or 
anticipate its Judgments and Determinations ; for, 
by lo doing, we obſtru its own Activity, and pall 
that Curiolity we would ſatisfy. Did I want to make 
a Boy hale, blooming and well-ſhaped, I would not 
be always craming his Belly, nor- pinch his Shape, 
nor keep him at home continually through Fear of 
Accidents and bad Weather, nor over-lay him with 


Cloaths z 
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Cloaths ; but allow him to buſtle about, feel all 
Weathers, go half-naked, get him a Stomach by Ex- 
erciſe, and feed him heartily when hungry. The ſame 
Kind of Diet and Regimen would I recommend, to 
give Strength and Agility to my Pupil's intellectual 
Conſtitution. I would prepare for him Plenty of 
Food, but he ſhould firft crave it, chew and digeſt it 
himſelf. Nay ſometimes he ſhould go in queſt of it, 
and beat the Field; but I would put him upon the 
Track, and ſhew him where he has the beſt Chance 
to find it, left he be fatigued with the Chace, or diſ- 
trated with too many croſs Scents. —— Mean while 
the young Adventurer is advancing apace in his 
Knowledge, and every Day adds ſome new Idea to 
his Stock. He is now become acquainted with every 
Perſon and Thing within Doors, and underſtands 
Somewhat of the Connection and Oeconomy of the 
Family, conſiſting of Parents, Brothers and Siſters, and 
Servants. He not only diſtinguiſhes his Parents, but 
knows their very Looks and Geſtures, and by theſe, 
Judges when they are pleaſed or angry, chearful or 
melancholly. He enters into the Characters of the 
Servants, chiefly as they reſpect himſelf, and liſtens 
with attentive Wonder to their Stories of Witches and 
Hob-goblins, Robbers 2nd Giants. Now moral Images 
and Forms begin to paſs before his Mind, Heisa 
daily Spectator of the Behaviour and Actions of the 
Family. From theſe he forms ſome Notion of their 
Characters and Paſſions. His Conteſts with his 
Brothers and Siſters inflame his 92wn Paſhons, and 
make him more attentive to heir Conduct. Inftant- 
ly he approves or condemns, loves or diſlikes, ac- 
cording to the Exhibitions they give of their reſpec- 
tive Characters. Nor is he indifferent about the Fi- 


gure 
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gure he bears in his own Eye. His Actions and Af- 

fections often paſs in review before the judging Fa- 

culty, which impartially acquits or condemns them 

as they deſerve either. The Conſequence is, Self- 
Complacence and Joy, or Remorſe and Shame. Not 
only Actions, but even the Features and Air of the 
Countenance ſuggeſt moral Qualities to the young 
Spectator, and impreſs him with Affection or Diſlike. 
And as he loves or hates, he becomes more or leſs 
intereſted in the Fortunes of others. As ſoon, there- 
fore, as he begins to ſhew a Taſte for moral Objects, 

to enquire concerning Characters, and liſten to Sto- 
ries and Adventures, I would gratify this new Ap- 
petite in the ſame Manner as the former, and ſupply 
him with abundant Materials to exerciſe the nora! 
Principles of his Nature. For this purpoſe, Children 
ſhould be furniſhed with plain, ſimple Stories from 
Life, and ſuch Objects as they are beſt acquainted 
with, or Fragments of Hiſtory ſelected with Diſcre- 

tion, well-contrived Tales, and Fables which have 
an eaſy, clear and uſeful Moral. Theſe will afford 
them a Variety of moral Images, and inſtruct, while 
they ſeem only to amuſe them. Such Baits are 
peculiarly neceſſary to allure and arreſt the gid- 
dy, roving Minds of Children. Inſtruction muſt 
have a ſmiling Appearance, and to give it 
that, it muſt wear a ſenſible Dreſs, or ſuch Colour- 
ing and Imagery as is moſt familiar to them. 
Therefore a plaufible Tale, or AZſop's Birds and 
Beaſts will inftru& them better than a thouſand grave 
Teachers, and take furer Aim at their Hearts. But 
the principal Advantage of this Kind of Inſtruction, 
by which it co-incides with that natural Method of 
Culture I would eſpecially recommend, is this, 1 
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here they inſtruet themſelves, plod to find out a Mean - 


ing, and are charmed with every Diſcovery, as their 
on. Let them therefore judge of Characters, 


foreſee Accidents, draw Conſequences themſelves, 
and not have theſe done to their Hand. For thi, 
quaſhes all their Ingenuity. As we need only * 


2 Picture in proper Light to make it have due Effect 
on the Spectator's Eye, and to enable him to form 
an exact Judgment of it; in like Manner, let thoſe 


Materials we are talking of be ſet in the juſt Point of 


View, by Means of ſimple Narration, let the Story 


be artfully contrived, the Characters fairly marked, 
and the Accidents which befall them be well told; 
and Children will, of themſelves, diſtinguiſh the 


amiable from the odious Characters, love the one and 


hate the other, be intereſted in the Fortunes of their 


Hero, and feel every ingenuous Sentiment and. Af- 
fection ariſe within them towards the proper Objects. 
But I am afraid, Gentlemen, you will think it 
full Time our young Gentleman ſhould be extend- 
ing his Acquaintance abroad, and more than Time 


my Share of the Converſation ſhould draw to a Cloſe; 


and therefore, I believe, I had beſt leave him here, 


and let Hiero, who has not ſpoke yet, take him up- 


Hereupon Philander ſtopt, and beckoning to Hiero, 


ſeemed to wait his Anſwer. 


Hiero appeared thunder-ſtruck at this unexpected 


Tum upon him, when he was engaged in deep At- 


tention to Philander s Diſcourſe; but recovering ſoon 


from his Confuſion, he replied, I am ſurprized Phi- 
ander ſhould put me upon leading his young Stran- 
ger abroad into the World, who am a Stranger my- 
ſelf, and W with it's Ways. 1 muſt in- 


"0 


r ant - ung 


Way of Speaking, and Manners. In Proportion as 
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lt upon it that he, who has conduQed bim . fer, 
guide N fa the reſt of this intricate Journey. 


Hiere will forgive me, reſumed Pbilander, ſmiling, 
if I ſay he is miſtaken in alledging | that I have con- 


ducted, for I have only accompanied our young Stran- 


ger in his Rout, through the different Stages he has, 
gone over. For, if I may ſo ſoon change the Alluſi-. 


on upon you, the human Miad opens its Powers ſpon- 


taneouſſy, the Buds of Knowledge unfold themſelves 
by inſenſible Degrees, and one Branch of Truth. 
makes way for another, if we remove all Obſtructi- 
ons, and give Nature full Scope. But to return to 
where I left! our Stranger: After he has got a Notion . 
of a F. amily « or Houle, with all its Furniture and Ap- 
pendages, Offices, Gardens, and ike reſt, he degius 
to extend his View to the Neighbourhood, be it a 
Village or S:reet ; he aſſo. iates with his Sehool-Fe!- 
lows, and grows acquainted with thoſe who viſit ia 
the F amily. Wich his Companions, he forms. cloſer, 
and more lating Connections, becauſe, upon theſc,, 
Aſſociations for Liſe, and the moſt durable Friend- 
ſhips are to be built, by which be is both to raiſe him 
ſelf, and contribute his Part to the Good of the Pub- 
lic. He obſeryes their Bebaviour, mimics their Air, 


he extends bis Acquaintance and Ob.ervation, he 
learns to form an indiſtinc Idea of a Village or Town. 
Aster this, he takes i in the Suburbs and. the adjaccat 
Fields, "The . moſt. conſpicious Objecte, Weodw 
Mountains, Rivers Laber, Seas, firize his Exe Erſt. 
He obſerves their * connec. ion. Dependence,, 
ſces Reſemb! ances between ſome Objects, notes Diſs: 
ferences in orkerd, perceives their, mutual Rehatier.s,, 


and is peculiarly pleaſed where he diſcerus Uaiſormis. 
"Var. I. | R. 7 
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77 joined with Variety. Hence he forms a Notion 2 | 
Deſign' or Contrivance.; and, from the Appoliteneſs | 
of one Thing to produce anotker, frames the Idea of 
Cauſe and Effect. The Mind having thus treaſured. 
up ſuch a Varjety of Ideas, both ſimple ahd complex, 
begins to range them in Order, compares and places 
them beſide one another, reaſons upori them, makes 
new Combinations of Ideas, and deduces Conſequen- : 
ces from theſe. The Senſes, Imaginations and 
Paſſions of Children, were chiefly wrought upon 
before Now their Reaſon has gained more Strength. 
They are full of Queſtions, and are fitter to be rea- 
ſoned with than formerly, However, they ; are. fill 
apt to wonder, and are frequently amazed: without 
knowing why ; and perhaps Nature intended they | 
ſhould, in order to make their roving Minds attentive. 
The Spirit of Wonder, and Love of Novelty, are two. 
admirable Handles, by which to catch hold, of fuch . 
flippery Creatures. For, while their Attention is. 
raiſed by Means of Admiration, it ſhould be improved 
to point out to them, in the ſhorteſt and eaſieſt Man- 


ner, the Properties and Uſes' of Things, as far as 


they can apprehend them. Thus, while they are | 
ſtruck with the Splendor of the Sun, they may be 

made to obſerye the moſt obvious Effects of that go» n 
rious Luminary, his Influence particularly on our 
Fields, Gardens, Plants, and the ſeveral Creatures. 
While they admite the Beauty of a Tree or Flower, 
they may be ſewn their Structure, their Manner of. 
Propagation, and ſome of the ſimpleſt Principles of, 
their Growth. Thus, What an entertaining Con- 


verſation might one have with them, upon diſſect- 
ing the Parts of a Tulip, whoſe gaudy Colours amuſe | 


ORs 1 4 When they are found ſurvey- 
ing 


Dixi VI. EDUCATION 195 
ing a Tool, a Loom, a Mill, or any Work of Art, 
they may be prompted to take Notice of their Uſe 


and Make sand What Ends in Life thoſe Thin ſerve 


>which are wrought by themn: In Order to Keep their 
| Cutiolity and Attention #wdke, which is 1 apt 10 


oftagy/'T 5 Mom ler them fee the various Changes ſome 
Things muſt undergo, before they are fitted for Uſe, 


ſuch as Wool, Flax, Metal, which they thoutd fee 
in "their different ' States, together With the Inſtru- 
ments which work them. You may perceive by this, 
8 'Gentlomen, that L would not have them to be Stran- 
gers to the Shops of Artificers, where they max learn 
many Things of etzual Curfoſtty and Ute; and give 
| their Tutots Opportunities to diſcover whether they 
have any Genius for mechanic Arts. Fhus, how 
amuſing to fee a Watch or Clock taken to Pieces, 
and to have all their Parts and Bearings on one an- 


iter fiewnthemi! A Sight of chis Kind would' give 


riſe to a "thouſand litile Queſtions, in the ſatisfying 
which, the ſimpleſt Principles of Mechanich might be 
explained to them. When they aſk any Queſtions, 
their Curioſity ſhould never be baffled, unleſs they 
relate to Things i improper for them 40 know ;; and 
even then, t they ſhould be denied with great Softnel. 


and Delicacy, and ſome Reaſons given why they can- 


not be ſatisfied juſt now; either becauſe they alk 
Things above their Age, or not fit for them Jt pte- 
ſent to know. With this Precaution, their Queſtions 
ſhould be anſwered clearly, and in as few Words as 
| poſſible, to encoutage them to'aſk more, and that 
their Thirſt 'after Knowledge might be continually 
cheriſhed and increaſed In inſtructing or reaſon- 
ing with them, they ſhould be accuſtomed to the So- 
cratic Manner, T mean of convincing them of Truths 
E ALL Oi N 2. the 
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they are Strangers to, from Principles they are ac- 
quainted with, by propoſing ſuch plain Queſtions to 
them, as they ſhall be able to anſwer themſelves, and 
in ſuch Order, that one Queſtion ſhall introduce and 
give Light to another, and lead them to the Point 
vou aim at. This Method Socrates brought firſt into 
Vogue, as being moſt adapted to the Conſtitution of 
Mankind. For he thought, that the human Mind was 
. richly impregnated with the Principles of all Know- 
. ledge, but that theſe lay hid like rude Embryos in 
the dark Womb of Thought——and that it requi- 
= an artful Midwife to deliver it of them. This, 
you know, Gentlemen, he propoſed to do, and in- 
- deed happily executed, by Means of that fimple, but 
beautiful Train of Queſtions, he uſed in all his Rea- 
ſonings. In theſe he affirmed Nothing bimſelf, but 
by the Hints he ſuggeſted, or the Appeals he made 
to their own Conceptions, brought theſe to their full 
Time, and facilitated their Birth ; which, without 
fuch Aid, might have lain for ever buried in the 
pregnant Mind. His Queftions were fo admirably 
ranged, and ſo well timed, that one Birth helped 
forward and Fe Way for another, and the Parent 
was frequently ſurprized with an happy Delivery, be- 
fore he felt the Pangs of Labour. Indeed, it is not 
evyery one that can boaſt of ſuch fine Talents as $0- 
crates was endowed with, for the Exerciſe of this 
delicate Art. But though the Generality of profeſt 
Teachers were better qualified: than they are, yet 
how few have the neceſſary Stock of Patience? and 
indeed 2 vaſt Deal is neceſſary, to help forward the 
Births, and let the Conceptions of the Mind go out 
their Time. Without this, it will bring forth No- 
thing wa ill- -ſhaped and monſtrous Productions, 
crude 
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crude Idxaz, and lame, un connected Reaſon 
er the Foundation of the Socratic Dofrine be 
| -what'{t Will, it is certain the Prattiee built upon 5 
is jut and une rceptionable. For whether we 
t 
0 


hit ine Seeds bf all Knowledge a are aQtually, ſown 1 in 
-the Mind, of "that it has the Power of conceiving 
diem, by i its 0Wn generati! ive orce ; the i interrogating 
18 Method Hers this Faculty working, and ſupplies it 
Wich Materials to faſhion, nay, Frequentl) forms 
and prefiires ths ſe Viaterials, 7 Gr e Nothis 
doch — - to por chem toge ther. Yet ſuch is the Pe- 
3 y of 5 Method, W che Mina, 
rt 3 to be the fole, or principal Artilt 
| PARITY in ces Or confutes i it felt. . t has no 
Dependence on Ab for none is, , afumed : 
nor Yoes At lay any 886 o the Copceptions « of 
others, till they arte made its own, in Conlequence 
f A Haft "Appeal" dodge &, ol a Scntehice ven. 
"Andtter Advantage ig 72 ef hod, d.is, "that it will 
open the Wind 9 2 the Degr prees, "and "not Hurry at 
"of to Higthet Stages 0 Kühnel till it has ſecured 
every Step of 15 Way through the precedir ing ones. 
Alla: t br 8 Gentlemen, the Conducting 
our youn Trabeller in the Fields of Kowleie, 
ought," "In my Opinj to de very | gradual ; the 
Abl d ald' be a8 Ilm a. and the Aſcent 7 as, ealy : as 
poſlivte; both to invite him thither, and make his | 
MW — 1 4 Then we need only lead 
and , well-clioſen Queſtions, and 
yy hf 7 Sat ſhould take, and he will. pur- 
ſue it froth pure Se 38 Bat too cloſe A 
is nelther to be de required of young P 
ple. Itis to be reft eved, by. di verſifying the e 
hoy EY as poſſible,” and making one Employment 
' R 3 ſucceed 
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ſucceed as a fe Tac to another. For: Cas 4 
unbracing the Thoughts, you give the Mind Time 
to recover its Tone, ſo that it will ſtretch again with 


' freſh Vi, igour.. As I obſerved, that the young Ad- 


venturer was now curious in marking the Simili- 
tudes, Differences, and various Relations of Ob- 


jects one to another; I i imagine this is an Indication 


of Nature, that it is not improper to teach him by 
way of Analigy, or by ſhewing him the Reſemblance 
or Correſpondence between the Things he knows, 
and thoſe he does not. Thus, ſenſible Images may 
be made to ſhadow forth Truths of an abſtracted 
Nature, and the Appearances of the moral World 
may be illuſtrated by thoſe of the natural, with 
Which he is better acquainted. . Thus like-wiſe 
one of Nature's Operations may be made to ex- 
plain another, to which it is analogous. He may 
be ſhewn, for Inſtance, the Analogy there is between 
the Formation and Growth of an Animal, and the 
Vegetation of a Plant; the Circulation of the Blood 
in the Body, and that of the Juices of a Plant; be- 
tween the Spring of a Watch, and that of the Air ; 
between the Power of Attragion, and Electricity; 
the Elaſticity of a Ball, and that of a Cord. 
I Beg leave, ſaid Conſtant, to put in a Word here, 
I am much of Philander”'s Opinion, as to his Method 
of inſtructing Youth, and eſpecially by flow- and 
graduał Steps, ſo as never to advance to a remoter 
Connexion, till the previous ones are thoroughly un- 
derſtood. For the Growth and Maturation of a 
Body, is ſlow and gradual and uniform, and there- 
fore it ought not to be urged forward too haſtily to 
its Prime, leſt it ſhould either produce lame Births, 
or diſturb the W of Nature. I likewiſe entirely 
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approve of his Plan, how to inſinuate — in 


the moſt agreeable and amuſing Manner; and yet! 
am afraid, his Expedient of inftruQing/in the Way 
of Analogy is liable to ſome Danger. For as there is 
a a ſtrong! Propenſity in the Mind to find Similitades 
and Analogies in Objects where there are none, this 
Inclination is very apt to lead the Judgment-aſtray, 
_ eſpecially when the Fancy is warm and luxuriant, 
as it generally is in young People, and therefore ſo 
apt to connect ſome Things that have no Relation, 
and to reduce others to the ſame Claſs that are quite 
diſtin. This Humour of : analogizing; which is 


ſo congenial to the human Mind, at the ſame Time 
that it puts us upon comparing Objects, examining 


their Relations and Agreement or Difagreement, will 
unleſs well conducted and ptudently guarded, make 
us ſatisfy, ourſelves with an incomplete Analogy-; or 


confound Differences; and put us upon prefuming 
that we know, Things — to which we may 
be great Strangers. apprehend. therefore, this 
Principle, when. it is not under due Regulations, 
may prove à Source of infinite Miſtakes. This 
makes me apt to believe that your Poets, Orators, 
and the Whole Tribe of allegorical Writers are dan- 


gerous Companions, for young Minds, and ought to 


be uſed with great Delicacy, when we put them in- 


to their Hands. For a Metaphor, which is & Kind 
of Analogy, paſſes the Bounds of Truth, and 


therefore tends naturally to miſlead the Mind, and 
make it fancy a Reſemblance, where there. is ſtrictly 
none in Nature. For this Reaſon, I take Poets to 
be bad natural Philoſophers, however good moral 
Painters they may be. But, Philander, I doubt not, 
will ſufficiently guard againſt the Dangers I could 


not help ny Notice of. I am 


„ 
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Jam obliged to Conſtant, ſuid the humane Philan- 
der, for his ſeaſouable Hint, and 'dm not inſenſible 
of the Dangers to which my Method is expoſed. It 
will require a ſenſible Teacher to guard àꝑainſt 
them. One Way of doing it I conceive to be, that 
of making the Pupil acquaintett with tlie different 
Names and Claſſes of Things, and teaching him to 
affix diſtinct Ideas to Words, and to ſort the Objects 

of the ſeveral Senſes, both external and internal, in- 
to theit reſpective Rams. While he is ſhe wn the 
eee or Affinity that is the Ground of a 
Metaphor or Compariſon, the Difference between 
the Objects thus compated ſhould likewiſe be point- 
ted out, that he may not be carried away by fan- 
\Cied  Lakenefſes; nor confound Ideas. "which are the 
moſt diſtant in themſelves. To prevent this Confu- 
Gon; hie ſhould moreover be taught "to. analyze 
Things, by reſolving them into their conſtituent 
Principles, breaking compound Ideas into their ſim- 
ple ones, andentering into 4 Detail of Effects as de- 
ducible:from their reſpective Cauſes,” This Method 
will give his Ideas more Regularity and Preciſion, 
and Show. the Tribe or general Standard to Which 
every Thing ſhonlll be reduced · The greater Vari- 
ety. of Animals, Bodies, and Ranks of Being he is 
made acquainted with, together wich their _ 
ties, Relations, Differences and Corhpolitions,' he 
will have the larger Fund, from which to draw 
many uſeful Deductions. And When once he has 
treaſuted up a few general Prin ol Knowledge. 
from theſe he 133 tler nee Parti- 
eular Effects. 

Wich Regard. to Pee uad: ge es mie, 

| what n they ä in i miſ- 
+ "as | 2 
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leading the Judgment and Imagination, or in form” 
ing the Manners of Youth ; 1 doubt, Gentlemen, 
we muſt leave to be the Subject of ſome future 
Converſation, as ĩt would be too extenſive and deli- 
catet an Affair to enter upon at preſent. | 

By this Time; I ſuppoſe our young Traveller has 
wandered over all that Part of the Globe which lies 
open to his View, and has connected the ſurrounding 
Seas, Rivers, Fields, Foreſts, - Houſes, Mountains, 
Vales, with their Inhabitants, into one general Ag- 
gregate, which he calls a County or Province. By 
Degrees he enlarges this Idea, and comprehends in 
it all thoſe Villages, Towns and Counties, that are 
governed by the ſame Laws, and ſubje& to the ſame 
delegated Powers. This complex Idea conſtitutes 
his native Country, towards which he feels à real, 
though perhaps a more languid Affection; and when 
this public Connection is taken in, the Generality 
ſtop ſhort here, and proceed no farther ; either not 
attending to; or not having their Views ſufficiently 
opened to perceive wider Connections. It requires 
a philoſophic Eye, or a more generous Culture than 
moſt People have the Advantage of, to take in the 
whole Race as holding of one Stock, ſuſtained by the 
ſame Parent, and united upon the Bottom of a com- 
mon Intereſt. But when, having formed the Idea of 
a Community, a Nation, or Kingdom, he can, by 
the Aſſiſtance of Philoſophy, or a liberal Culture, put 
ſeveral of theſe together, as by their Situation, Inte- 
reſt, or Name, they conſtitute larger Confederacies 
of Men; he, at length arrives at a general, though 
indiſtinét Idea of the whole Community of Man- 
kind, and living Creatures ſubſiſting on the terra- 
queous Globe, or that common Aſſemblage of Earth, 

Water 
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Water, and Air. I doubt likewiſe, he muſt be Some- 
thing of of a Philoſopher to be able to confider 
this Globe, as a Part of the Planetary Syſtem to 
which we belong, and the whole Planetary Syſtem 
as an inconſiderable Portion only of the Univerſe. 
Zut, without ſuppoſing him to enter ſo profoundly 
into Philoſophy, if he ſtick only to common Noti- 
ons, he will conceive the Heavens and Earth, with 
all their Furniture and Appendages, as forming one 


M Hole, or what is called the Horld. And from this 


* general Idea of a World, and the Perception of that 
Beauty, Grandeur and Deſign which run through it, 
he will, he naturally muſt riſe to the Idea of a Dei- 
ty, of of ſome all-wiſe and all- perfect Being, who 
made and governs it. Thus we ſee; Gentlemen, how 
gradually: the Mind unfolds its Powers, riſes Step 


dy Step, in the Scale of Nature, and takes in one 


Connection after another, till it has reached the Top 
of the Scale. Senſe prevails at firſt. That is ſuc- 
iceeded by Imagination. And both make way for 
Reaſon and Underſtanding. Each of theſe have 
tkeir : diſtinct Sets of Perception, and peculiar Ap- 
petites or Propenſities belonging to them. As ſoon as 
- theſe appear, they are to be gratified, by laying pro- 
tper Materials before them, which: muſt be ſet in ſuch 
a Poſitidn, as all the ſcattered Rays ſhall be collect- 
ed, and conveige, like fo many Lines, from the Ob- 
ect to the Eye. As the Mind advances through 
each Step of the Series, it ſhould be detained there 
till it has Aiſtinctly conceived that Connection or 
\Claſs df Perceptions, with all the contiguous Parts 


or connected Pppendayes; before i it * to ana- 
ther. p | 


But 
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But while Children are haſtening forward in * 
Scale of Knowledge, great Care ſhould be taken to 
guard them againſt popular. Prejudices, and to rec- 
tify thoſe Errors that ariſe from the Injormation of 
the Senſes. | For Inſtance, Senſe ſuggeſts that the 
bigger than a Peæuten- Plate,. that the 
Earth is a vaſt. Plain, bounded. by the -unmeaſurables 
Ocean. that the Firmament is a prodigious Vault 
or Concave, in whoſe Surface the Stars are fixed 
like Nails, and appear at equal Diſtances from the 
Spectator's Eye,. that the Sun and Stars have a: 
diurnal Motion, while the Earth is immoveable in 
the Center. _ Theſe, and the like Errors, ought to 
be corrected early, by the ſounder Informations of 
the Judgment, leſt they degenerate, into inveterate 
Prejudices, too ſtubborn, to be afterwards roated up 
by the utmoſt Efforts of Art. Nor. will it be an hard 
Matter to rectify theſe Miſtakes by eaſy Similies, - 
taken from thoſe ſenſible Things they are daily: con- 
verſant with. To convince your Pupil, for In- 
ſtance, of the Abſurdity of the Motion of the Hea- 
vens round our Earth, he might be aſked, what an 
ignorant Artificer he muſt be, who, in order to roaſt: 
a Piece, of Meat, ſhould. make the Fire, Grate and 
Chimney, wheel round it, inſtead. of turning it about 
by the ſimple Motion of the Spit? To conclude; 
a Tutor, by. walking into the Fields with his Pupil, 
or ſtepping into. the Shop of a common Mechanic, 
may give him more inſtructive Leſſons, than can be 
learned, from Books or Rules of Grammar. For the 
Things he is chiefly inſtructed in, ſhould be ſuch as: 
haye ſome Connection witk human Life, or are of 
Uſe to beautify and improve it. Thus, bid bim 
obſerve what are the human Wants, what — 
ature 
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Nature has made for them, and how the Induſtry of 
Man: ſupplies them, the Ground of the various 
Arts and Employments of Liſe, and how all are 
ſubſervient to the Good of Society. But a grand 
Secret of teaching, and what will make Inſtruction 
peculiarly amuſing to him, is, to inform him ſully 
why he learns this or the other Piece of Knowledge, 
what Uſe or End ' they anſwer, and how they will 
qualify him for ſocial and active Life. He will then 
bear with Alacrity the Fatigue of Study, when he 
ſees: the agreeable Scope it aims at, the Profit and 
Pleaſure ariſing from it. Withal, fuch a Method 
as this, will turn his Mind to thoſe Studies Which 
may prove beneficial to Mankind, point out the 
true Hinges upon which Commerce and civil Affairs 
turn, and teach him the juſt Value of every Thing, 
and of conſequence the true Foundations of Expence 
and Oeconomy.— But, I beg Pardon, Gentlemen, 
for having engtoſſed ſo large a Share of the Conver- 
ſation. You ſee I have choſen to treſpaſs upon the 
Rules of Decorum, rather than diſobey your Com- 

mands. And now, I hope, Hiero will not any 
longer grudge us his Sentiments. 

Here  Philander ſtopped ; and the Cola look- 
ing towards Hiero, let him know they waited for his 
Opinion. n 

My — Gentlemen, ſaid Hiero upon 1 l impor- 
tant a Subject, is plainly this: What Pains ſoever may 
be taken, in ſurniſhing the Infant-Mind with a Stock 
of Ideas, che principal Care ought to be beſtowed, in 
forming the Heart, and planting there, firm Habits 
of Piety and Virtue, Far be it from me to oppote 
or depreciate any Species of uſeſul Science, or to 
diſapprove of the Pains taken in accuiring it: But 1 
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will venture to affirm, That for one Man made wretch- 
edin Life, for want of Knowledge, there are an hun- 


dred miſerable, through Immorality, and Vice. To 
prepare thereforè for this Diſcipline of the Hart, I 
ſhould think it of no ſmall Importance to tinAure the 
Minds of Youth; very early, with ſome of the ge- 

neral Principles of Religion. The ancient Heathen 


Maxim, how old-fafhioned ſoever it may appear, in 


this refined Age, ſtill reliſhes with me : I am for be- 


ginning with. God 


Ex AIDE ag wptods, 


At leaſt as early as the Mind can take in any Ideas 


of him: though I think the managing right here, 
an Affair that requires both Delicacy and Addreis. 
How ſoon the firſt Impreſſions of the Deity may 
ſtrike the Minds of Children, or how early they may 
form Conceptions of a Being ſo remote from Matter, 
and of ſuch unlimited Perfection, I ſhall not pretend 
to determine. I'do not think it among the firſt of 
our Perceptions, nor would J rank it among the la- 
teſt. The Idea, I fay the Idea, not the Sound or 
Word, is not firſt got by Authority, nor by abſtrat 
operoſe Reaſoning. Our firſt Views of Nature ex- 
cite Wonder; Wonder awakens Curioſity and At- 
tention ; theſe lead us to a Perception of Beauty and 
Order. Where ever we diſcern theſe, we imm di- 
ately apprehend Contrivance and Deſign, by an in- 
ternal Senſe. From theſe we naturally, and, with- 
out any nice DeduQion, conclude, that ſome intelli- 


gent, wiſe and beneficent Nature, muſt have been 


concerned in their Production. Thus we rather feel 
at firſt, than reaſon that there is a God. But Phi- 
Vor. I 8 landet 
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lander has, by leading us through all the intermediate, 
Steps of the Scale of Being and Beauty, fairly paved 
the Way#for the Divinity, and, by ſuppoking his 
Pupil. familiarized to the [Notion of a Univerle,prer 
pared him for receiving the ſublime, Idea of it's Au- 
thor. Upon his Foundation therefore, I think we 
may, without ſtraining, erect a genuine Theology, 
and point out to the Pupil a few of thoſs Regards 
he owes the Deity. I think I would e in this, 
or ſome ſuch Manner. | 
As we naturally aſcend from the Effect to the 
Cauſe, I would ſhew him a Watch maker fitting up 
a Watch, a Statuary carving a Statue, or a Maſon 
building an Houſe ; then aſk him, whether the Parts 
of a Watch, Statue or Houſe could have come together 
of themſelves, or wrought themſelves into their pre- 
ſent Form, without the Help of any Artiſt. -Or J 
would give him a Bit of Clay, and let him mold it 
into Something like a Human Figure : I would bid 
him make his Chair or any of his Play-Things do the 
ſame, -then bid him put Life into it, and make 
it ſee, and ſpeak, and walk. He will need no Argu- 
ments to convince him, that it required an Hand and 
ſome Skill to faſhion it after this Manner, and a ſu- 
perior Power to his own, to accompliſh the reſt. He 
will feel this Truth. I would next bid him look 
round him, and obſerve the Heavens and Earth, Seas 
and Mountains, with all their Furniture Let 
him conceive of them, as forming one vaſt Manſion 
or Dwelling, for Man and Beaſt then aſk him, 
if he can imagine, that they made themſelves, or 
were reared inte ſuch beautiful Order, without ſome 
directing Hand or powerful Artiſt. When he has 

ey felt the Abſurdity of ſuch a Suppoſition, I 
would 


FOE as 
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would aſk him, whether he is conſcious that he made 


himſelf, or remembers the Time he began to breathe 


and live. He will ſay; no. Muſt it not then have 
been ſome other Perſon ? Yes. Muſt not that Per- 


ſon have been very wiſe and ſkilful, that formed a 
Creatite ſo much more beautiful and ſtately than his 
Figure of Clay? To be ſure. Who provided and 
cared for you, when you were a feeble helpleſs Infant, 
and ftill continues to do ſo? My Parents. Who 
ſupplied your Parents with that Milk, thoſe Fruits 
that Fleſh and other Food, with which they ſup- 
ported you? The Plants and Animals. What ſup- 
ports them? The Earth, and Air, and Water. Did 
theſe make themſelves ? No. Or was it your Pa- 
rents? No. Muſt not He then, who formed you» 
be the ſame Being that has made fuch Proviſion for 
you? No doubt. Do not you and all Mankind 
hold of one Stock, and are you not all maintained on 
one common Bottom? Yes. Can he who main- 
tains alt, be any other than he who made them all? 
No. Muſt not then the Fathet of fo large a Fami- 
ly be very powerful ? Doubtleſs. Is he not very 
bountiful and provident, who has made ſuch liberal 
Proviſion for his Offspring? Certainly. By ſuch 
eaſy Steps as theſe, Gentlemen, might a Child be 


led to form ſome Conceptions of the God of Na- 


ture. Nor would I teaze him, with nice Queftions 
about his Nature and Manner of exiſting. If he 
ſhould be puzzled how to think of one who is invi- 
ſible and unknown to him, it may be juſt hinted to 
him, in the ſame interrogating Method, ſo admirably 
recommended by Philander; Whether he is not 
conſcious of Something within him, that directs his 
Limbs, and governs, the Motions of his Body, though 


8 2 not 
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not viſible to him; and whether there may not hike. 
wife be one, who moves and governs; the World, 
the Sun, Moon and Stars, though undiſcoverable by 
Eis naked Eye. When he is made ſenſible how ma- 
ny Wants he has, how richly they are ſupplied, and 


-how many Pleatures and Advantages he enjeys, he 


will eaſily conceive what Thanks and Gratitude, he 


.ow2s his inviſible Benefactor; — that it muſt be his 


Int reſt to ſtand well affected to ſuch a Being, to truſt 
and obey one who has done ſo much for him, and 


can do infinitely more: — and conſidering that he 


himſelf is ſo feeble a Creature, and ſubject to ſo ma- 
ny Accidents and Changes, how much he needs, 


+ and how happy it muſt be for him to be on good 
Terms with one who ie an almighty, immortal, and 


ever preſent Friend. Wben the Child admires, or is 
fond of, any particular Character, he may be aſked 
for what Qualities he admires that Perſon. If they 
are good and amiable, he may be taught to apply 
them to the Deity ; and aſked how much more amia- 


ble and exalted they muſt be, in one who is above 


all, who cares for all, and has no Intereſt or 'Temp- 
tation to be other than kind or good, or to do any 
Thing but what is beſt. This will naturally lead him 
to love and admire, and delight in a Character ſu- 
premely great and amiable. In fine, every Object al- 
moſt, which he ſees, and the admirable Contriyance 
of every Thing for Beauty or Conveniency, and the 
Uſe of all the various Species of Creatures, with 
which he is acquainted, may, by proper and eaſy 
Queſtions, lead him up to an almighty and all-wife 
Former, and inſpire him with the Senſe of a ſupreme 
and univerſal Providence; than which Nothing can 


have a greater Tcndency to purify and exalt the 
Mind. 2 Thus 
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Thus, Gentlemen, would I tincture my tender 
Pupil, with rational and generous Principles of Religi- 
en. When the Foundations of Natural Religion are 
firmly laid, and the Pupil has conceived juſtly of his 
natural Connections with God, as his Parent, Bene- 
factor and Sovereign, and of the Obligations and Du- 
ties reſulting from thence; I would ſtill lead him on 
to larger Views and Connections, as his Mind open- 
ed to receive them; and, by Means of theſe, more 
effectually rivet and ſecure the Principles and Diſpo- 
ſitions already eſtabliſhed. If you are not already 
tired, Gentlemen, I think I would proceed with him 
in this, or ſome ſuch Manner. | 

After he had rightly fixed his Notions of the Deity 
as a Father, and of Mankind as his Family; I would 
aſk him, if he did not think it entirely conſiſtent 


with his paternal Character, to reform any Diſorders, 


or Abuſes, that have happened in Ris Family, and in 
the Way he thinks beſt. When he was convinced of 
the Propriety of ſuch a Conduct, I would give him 
a ſhort Detail of the principal of thoſe Diſorders, the 
Superſtition, for Inſtance, the Injuſtice, Intempe- 
rance, Senſuality, Selfiſhneſs, and other Crimes, 
which have prevailed; and then go on to inform him; 
That there have appeared Men, in different Ages 
and Places of the World, who have undertaken to 
inſtruct and reform their Brethren, the Family of God 
both by their Precepts and Example. Among others 


I would mention Secrates, as one of thoſe Reform- 


ers, who ſtrongly inculcated the Principles of Natu- 
ral Religion, and recommended, by a ficady Virtue, 
the Duties of private and ſocial Life; and who choſe 
rather to die, than meanly berray the honeſt Cauſe 
in which he was embarked. Then I wonld tell him 

8 3 cf 
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of others of an higher Order, who were ſent bya more 
ſpecial Providence, ſuch as Noah, Abraham, Moſes, 


and others, whether they went by the Name of Pa- 


 Triarchs, or Prophets, or Lawgivers, who appear to 
have been raiſed. up, from Time to. Time, by the 
common Father of all, to recall Mankind to the Prac- 


tice of Religion and Virtue; and endeavour, all along 
to point out to him, the Fitneſs of what thoſe illuſt ri- 
ous Perſons did or taught, to the particular Circum- 


ſtances of the Times and Places, in which they lived. 
When he has comprehended this, I would at length 


lead up his Mind to the divineſt Teacher that ever 
appeared in the World, and who ſtood in an higher 
Relation to the Father and Governor of it, than any 
preceding one; a Perſon ſuperior to them all, in the 
Dignity of his Nature, the Purity of his Character, 
and Greatneſs of his Office; who, by a Train of 
miraculous and beneficent Works, greater than any 
that were wrought by the others, confirmed the 
Truth of his Miſſion from God; and ſet on foot 
2 more univerſal Reformation, than had been ei- 


ther attempted or executed by any former Meſſenger ; 


by an aſtoniſhing Change in the Manners of thoſe 
who became ſincere Converts : A Perſon, in fine, in 
all ReſpeQs, the moſt patient Martyr for the Doc. 


trine he taught, and the brighteſt Pattern of the Laws 


he explained to Mankind. As it will be eaſy to con- 
vince him, that new Connexions and Relations in- 
troduce a new Set of Obligations and Duries ; 
for Inſtance, that the Relation of a Parent or Friend 
requires a particular Train of Duties, correſpondent | 
to thoſe Characters. In like Manner, he will ea- 
fily comprehend, that he ought to venerate thoſe il- 
luſtrious Characters of Antiquity, who undertook the 
Reformation 


ill ea- 
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Reformation of Mankind, and to have a grateful 


Senſe of their Beneficence——— and therefore that 
ſo great a BenefaQor to Mankind, as the Saviour of 
the World, muft merit the higheſt Faith, Veneration, 
Gratitude and Love ; and, as inveſted with the Cha- 
rater of a Meſſenger from the great Father of all, 
calls for deep Attention and Submiſſion from all. 
In order to convince him of the Truth and Dignity 
of this Character, I would ſhew him the Need Man- 


kind of all Nations, even the moſt civilized, have of - 


Inſtruction, and of every Expedient and Motive to 
impreſs on their Minds a Senſe of Religion, and to 
reclaim them from Superſtition and Vice, to Piety and 
Virtue———and howadmirably the Religion of Feſus 
is adapted to thoſe Ends; and how ſuited to the 
Conſtitution and Neceſſities of human Nature, in its 
preſent degenerate State. And therefore would 1 
begin with inſtru king him, in the internal Evidence 
of his Religion that he eſtabliſhes Moral Prac- 
tice on the Purity of the Heart, and the Govern- 
ment of one's ſelf, makes Love to ourſelves, the 
moſt intereſting Principle of our Nature, the Stan- 
dard of our Regards and Conduct towards others: 
That he recommends the Love of our Neigh- 
bour and of Mankind in general, in Contradiſtincti- 
on to partial and national Attachments, which were, 
for the moſt Part, private and ſelfiſn Leagues of the 
Few againſt the Many; and calls back the whole 
Family of God, of all Nations, from the loweſt 
Idolatry and Superſtition, and from the Love of the 
World and the Dregs of Senſuality, to the Acknow- 
ledgment and Love of the ſupreme God and Father 
of all, and the Practice of univerſal Virtue, under a 
Senſe of his Authority; aſſuring them of Pardon up- 

on 
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on their Return to their Duty and Amendment of 
Life, and opening to their View the awful Solemni- 
ty of a future Judgment, by. which an exact Diſtri- 
bution of Rewards and Puniſhments will be made, 
according to their reſpective Behaviour in the pre- 
ſent State, and an immortal Exiſtence conſequent to 


it, of which Exiſtence he himſelf w Was a viſible Proof, | 


by riſing from the Dead. 


As thoſe Facts will engage the Pupil's Curioſity, BJ 


and open a large Fund of farther Inſtruction to his 
Mind; when he has thoroughly digeſted theſe, the 
gradual Openings of his Underſtanding will, in due 
Time, prepare him for taking in the Whole of the 
great Method of Redemption. When he is arrived 
at this Period, it will give us a proper Occaſion of 
enquiring, in our future Converſations, into the moſt 
effectual Means of communicating to him ſuch im- 
portant Knowledge. | 

He may be farther informed, that we have an Ac- 
count of this eminent Perſon, or an Hiſtory written 
in the moſt ſimple and artleſs Manner, by his Con- 
temporaries, who heard his divine Doctrines, and 
were Witneſſes to his marvellous Works, and who 
are cited by ſucceeding Writers—and that this Ac- 
count is, in the Main, allowed to be genuine, by the 
Confeſſion of that, 'and ſucceeding Ages—that this 
Perſon was ſpoken of, in the moſt ancientWritings in 
the World, long before his Appearance - had particu- 
lar Characters given of him, by which he might be 
known —and the Time of his Appearance plainly 
marked out, and that all thoſe Characters and Cir- 
cumſtances foretold of him, unĩte in him, in the moſt 
exact and punctual Manner That many Perſons 


eminent for their Plety and Virtue appeared before 


him 
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him, who not only intimated his Coming, but by 
their Inſtructi ons and Example prepared the World 
for his Reception—that thoſe Perſons, amidſt a ge- 
neral Idolatry and DefeQion from the Law of Rea- 
ſon, paid their Reverence and Homage only to the 
Father and Governor of the World, and declared, 
by their Remonſtrances, as well as Example, againſt 
the ſuperſtitious Practices of the Times in which they 
lived — That, on this Account, he choſe to enter in- 
to a particular Relation to them, and promiſed ſpe- 
cial Advantages and Bleflings to them and their Poſ- 
. terity, on their Account That their Teſtimony 
and Practice were ſufficient to continue the Belief 
and Worſhip of the one true God, while Mankind 
oed moſtly in ſmall Societies and ſeparate Families 
but that a Kingdom of Worſhippers and Servants 
of the moſt High God became neceſſary, when Men 
were formed into larger Communities and States to 
be a ſtanding Monument againſt the prevailing Idola- 
try and Corruption of the reſt of the World; and 
the Depoſitaries of thoſe Records which foretold the 
Appearance of that illuſtrious Perſon, who was final- 
1y to deſtroy Idolatry, and introduce the laſt great 
Diſpenſation of Heaven; — That Idolatry was always 
connected with Vice and unnatural Crimes, and 
therefore the ſecuring againſt it was cutting off thoſe 
Vices, in-the Root, which ſprang from it ;—That, in 
raiſing Fences againſt Idolatry, the Deity choſe to 
treat the People, who were to be Barriers againſt it, ac- 
cording to their peculiar Genins, Education and 


Circumſtances ; and therefore gave them ſuch Eaws 
as were like to be the moſt effectual Preſervatives a- 


gainſt it, and were the beſt adapted to the weak Ap- 
| un. and carnal Torn of Mankind; and eſ- 


pecially 
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pecially of thoſe who had been educated among Ido - 


laters, and inured to Servitude:— That it was fit 


that a Nation of Servants of the moſt High God, and 
who alone continued to acknowledge him, in Oppo- 
- ſition to all Rivals, ſhould have particular Privileges 
and Marks of divine Regard; and that they ſhould 
be rewarded or punĩſhed, as they were dutiful Sub- 
jects to their King, and obſervant of his Laws, or 
otherwiſe. He may be informed, by a Detail of 
Facts, that this actually happened, — that they were 
- proſperous and triumphant over their Enemies, while 
they continued loyal to theirKing, but, when they de- 
generated into Idolatry, andthe Vices which general. 
ly accompany it, they were overcome and led captive 
by their Enemies—and thoſe different States did al- 
ways regularly keep pace with their national Inte- 
grity or Corruption: —— That though after- their 
. Captivity they did not again ſink into that Idolatry, 
for which they had been fo often chaſtized, and the 
Vices connected with ĩt; yet they departed entirely 
from the Spirit of their Law, which they partly ex- 
 - Plained away, and partly buried under a Load of 
Traditions and ſubſtituted either a ſtrict Regard to 
its ritual Obſervations, and ſometimes to their own 
childiſn Additions to it; or elſe a mere external De- 
cotum of Behaviour, in the Place of internal Purity 
and Rectitude of Manners — That a new Species of 
_  Idolatry, Coveteouſneſs, and a total Devotion to 
. Senſe and the World, ſucceeded to the other, which 
they had forſaken:—That they not only diſregarded 
but even ſlew thoſe Meſſengers, who were ſent from 
Time to Time to reform them and became ripe 
for the Appearance of that great Prophet, who had 


been promiſed to their Fathers, and threatned * 
| wit 
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With a general Cataſtrophe of their Nation if they 
would not repent, and amend their Manners:— 
That therefore they were a ſtanding Proof to the 
reſt of the World, of the Unity, of God, and his Su- 
perintendency over human Affairs, that he hates Su- 
perſtition and Vice, and loves their Contraries 
And conſequently, the Jewiſb Polity was calculated 
to lead Mankind to the Acknowledgment and Ser- 
vice. of the one God and Father of all; and by ſo 
to pave the Way for that Kingdom of univer- 

ſal Righteouſneſs, . was to be eſtabliſhed WP 
his Son. | 

This, Gentlemen, is a Sketch, ad ins a tude 0 one, 
of the Method, by which I would endeavour to in- 
troduce our Pupil to the Knowledge of the grand 
Out-lines.of Revelation, and prepare his N for 
ſublimer Views. 

While he is going over the Scripyre-Story,. which 
his Tutor may divide into ſmall Portions, like ſo 
many Leſſons of Philoſophy ; beginning as early as 
the Creation and Fall of Man, and the ſeveral Diſ- 
penſations conſequent to them, and obviating the 
Difficulties, as be goes along; I would repreſent to 
him, the vaſt Difference between this and all other 

 Hiftory.-— That whereas the latter gives only a na- 
ked View of the FaQs, this opens the Deſigns of 
Providence, and explains by what Methods the great 
Maſter and Defigner of all executes his Schemes. 
That, whereas profane Hiſtory leads us to admire the 
Perſons of great Conquerors, and dazzles us with 
the Splendor of their Actions, in ſubduing Kingdoms, 
and running with Rapidity from one Conqueſt to 
another; the ſacred Books ſhew them as only Inſtru- 
ments in the Hand of Providence, and merely ſub- 


ſeryient 
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ſervient to the wiſe and great Ends of the DivideG6-" 
vernment of the World; and exhibit” them to us 
under the unamiable Image of Lions, Tyge s „Leb. 
pards c. which mark their Way with otror and 
Confuſion, and ve by Blood and Carkagh=" That, 
in the ' Riſe and Fall of Kingdoms and Empires, was 
carried on the great Plan, which the common and 
all-wiſe Parent of the Univerſe had formed for the 


Government of the World in general, and with 


ſpecial Regard to the Kingdom of his Son Add to 
all, that, as the ſupreme Governor has not yet fi- 
niſhed his Work, the Deſtiny of Kingdoms and States 
is ſtill regulated with a View to the ſame Plan, and 


does wholly depend on the Wiſdom and Power of - 


the Almighty. 


Such Views will pen: and enlarge the Pupil's 


Mind, and impreſs him with ſuch a deep Senſe of the 
immediate and conftant Superintendency and Provi- 


dence of an all-wiſe and perfect Mind, as will be a 


ſtrong Guard againſt the Influence of Vice, and a 
mighty Support to the Principles of Natural Religi- 

on, Such an aſtoniſhing Train of ſenſible AQs of 
Divine Wiſdom, Power and Goodneſs as muſt then 


appear in the Diſpenſations of Providence, will ex- 


hibit to him the moſt amiable and awful Idea of the 


Character of the great Governor, and give him- 


ſtronger and more laſting Impreſſions of the Divine 


Attributes, than he could have by any refined ab- 


frat Notions with which a Maſter can poſſeſs him. 
But though I thus recommend a religious Educa- 


tion, I would not ſoar fo. high into the ſublimer Re- 


gions of Divinity, as to forget to inſpire him with 
the common Principles of Humanity ; but rather 
make 
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make the theological Diſcipline ſupport the 6thet, and 


bind its Obligations the cloſer. 


I wiſh, faid Eugenio, our Divine has tot proceeded 


too faſt with his eheological Inſtitutions, and begus 
where he ought-rathet to have ended. I doubt Ah 
whether the young Mind, immerſed in Senſe, and un- 
accuſtomed to Intelle4ual Reſearches, be a proper 
Subject to receive ſpiritual Impreſſions, or enter upon 
fuch ſublime Speculations, as Hiero would have us be- 
lieve it is. For my Part, I ſhould think it mote ex- 
pedient to let it be well verſed in the plainer Elements 
of Humanity, before it meddled with thoſe ſolemn and 
awful Myſteries of Religion, which regard the Divine” 
Nature and Providence. What makes me think the 
more Caution neceſſary here, is, eſt the unbounded 
Curioſity of my Pupil ſhould ftart more Difficulties 
than is in my Power, of any Man's to folve. Should 
one in ſuch à Caſe, have Reeburſe to pure Aiithority 
to ſtop the young dceptics Month, this would offend 
againſt the noble Rule of Cultute preſcribed by Phi- 
lander, and introduce a laviſh Reliance on Authority 


in Matters of the greateſt Importance. I ſhould not 


chuſe therefore to raiſe more Difficulties than I could 
fairly ſolve. - And not to attempt to lay them, were 
to baffle that laudable Principle of Curioſity we ſeek 
to encourage. Beſide, as we can only judge of the 
Divine Nature by Way of Analogy with our own, it 
ſeems the moſt natural and eaſy Way of proceeding, 
to begin with the Study of this, and its various Re- 
lations and Duties; and when theſe are thoroughly. 
underſtood, we may then, with more Safety, and I 
conceive ' Advantage too, riſe to the Contemplation 
of higher Natures. - And this, Hiers himſelf ſeemed 

You. J. | 'T te 
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to confeſs : at his ſetting out, when: he ſaid that we muſt | 
aſcend from the Effect to the Cauſe. 

I muſt confeſs, replied Hiero, there is a . Deal 
of Shrewdneſs i in Eugenio's Obſervation; but RI 


| however, contrary, as far as I can/ſee, to what I had, 


principally i in View, and. thought neceſſary to ſuggeſt 


Among the various Relations in which Man ſtands, I 


thought that which he bears to his Maker, a principal 
one ; and therefore, the ſooner he could be made ac- 
quainted. with it, and thoſe; Duties which reſult: from 
it, I reckoned he would bid the ſaixer for acting his 


Part well in every other Relation of Life. For Piety, 


was always, and was uniyerſally confeſſed to be a 


true Friend and Support to Virtue, However, I 


think I ſufficiently obviated Eugenio s Difficulty, by 


premiſing, that we were to proceed in reaſoning with 


our Pupil only from ſuch Principles as he already 
knew, and not ſeek to infuſe Opinions, much leſs im- 


poſe Reaſons, before he was able to apprehend them. 
But if we delay to lay Materials before the Mind, be- 


cauſe Difficulties -may ariſe that ſhall puzzle the moſt. 


ſubtil Head, I am afraid this Argument proves too 
much, vis. that we muſt lie ſtill and do Nothing; 


there being ſcarce any Subject of Enquiry, in which. 
the ingenious, Subtilty of Children may not ſuggeſt 
more Queſtions. than the wiſeſt Man can anſwer.” Af- 
ter all, I agree with Eugenio thus far, that the better 


they underſtand their own Nature and its Connections. 


the more eaſily they will apprehend the en and 
Providence of God. ; 
* Having laid, therefore, ſaid Sophron, * e 


none of Piety; after what Manner, Hiero, would you 
next proceed? 


1 whuld 
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I would endeavour, reſumed Hiero, to draw ſome 


of the 7 Lines of Religion and Virtue upon the 
render Mind. Fo theſs, if they ate not congenial 
with the Mind, may certainly be zery early ſtamped 
upon it. And when the firſt In Preſſions are once 
fairly made, it is almoſt inconceivable with what Dif- 
ficulty and, Reluctance they are afterwards: effaced. 
The. firſt Lineaments of Virtue 1 would draw upon 
the ſuſceptible Soul, are theſe. 4 Regard for Truth, 
Obedience to Parents and Teachers, a: juſt Senſe of 
Right and Wrang,, and of tbe Digniiy of human Na+ 
ture, a fri Tenger ances 4 general - Humanity, and 
eſpecially Lowe te one's Countty, and Diligence or In- 
duſtiy in Buſs :neſs : Add to all, a deep Senſe of Religion, 
and of the Duties and Obligations which it includes; 
Virtues which are the native Sources of private Hap- 
pineſs; and of infinite Importance to Society. Upon 
theſe, Gentlemen, I ſhall. be glad to hear yaur Opinion. 
As it was now pretty late, we agreed to refer the 
Consde aon INES cron to nn bad? 


7 £ 


rene eh 


DIALOGUE IK 


8 Walking is ä the leaſt Pleafures of Life, 
1 . indulge myſelf in wandering over 
o pleaſant a Part of the Country as lies about V“. 
The blooming and various Aſpects of Nature are a 
real Enjoyment, while I give Way to a myſtical Sort of 
Admiration, and viſit her Shrines with Rapture almoſt 
ever new, The other Morning, having ftarted early, 
T got into the Fields, before the Sun was up, and while 
the Dawn did, if I may ſay ſo, ſomewhat imbrown the 
Face of Nature, and, as Shakeſpear has it, dapple the 
drowſy Eaſt with Spots ef Grey. The Stillneſs of the 
Scene added to its Solemnity, the Birds were beginning 
to-awake, a dun Obfcurity overſhadowed the Moun- 
_ tains and Groves; every Thing tended to compoſe the 
Mind, and quiet its Paſſions. The Streaks of Light 
began, at length, to ſpread in fleeey Rings over the Ho- 
rizon, intimating the Approach of Day; the Scene 
brightened by Degrees, and as it brightened, the Crea- 
tures ſeemed to feel more Life and Vigour. The mild 
Dawn of the Eaſt was ſueceeded by a redder Fluſh, till 
at laſt the Sun aroſe, and poured the whole Flood of 


Day upon us. I, immediately, felt his chearful Influ- | 


ence, by the ſprightly Flow of Spirits he raiſed, and 
was half tempted to entertain ſome Kind of ReſpeQ for 
ſo glorious a Creature, whoſe Appearance, like the 
| Preſence of ſome ſuperior Nature, ſeemed. to awaken 


and gladden the whole Scene. The Hills had their 


Tops gilded as with flaming Gold; the Valleys ſeemed 
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to rife to the Eye, as the Shadows went off, the Rivu- 


lets gliſtered with more Luſtre and Tranſparency; the 


Birds mounted aloft, and as they ſoared upwards, pour- 
ed forth untaught Harmony the Beaſts were rouzed 
from their Lodges, the various Inſects ſpread out their 
Wings in che Morning Ray, and- the Woods reſounded 
with divers Echos. All. Nature ſeemed to breathe 
and live. The Effects of the Sun's Preſence were ſo 
conſiderable on me, and every other Creature and Ob · 
je& about me, that I thought it no hard Matter to ac» 
count for the deifying of ſo conſpicuous an Object 
by ignorant Mortals. Such Splendor, as oyerpawers 
our Sight, not only danzles, but aſtoniſhes us. And 
Wonder or Aſtoniſhment eaſtly runs up into Adoration, 
eſpecially when we know not the Cauſe. This benign 
and diffuſi pe Influence is ſo great on our World, that 
Gratitude would naturally mix with Veneration, and 
both, when united, produce ſome Kind of Homage to 
the Fountain of ſo. much Warmth and Benificence 
This Progreſs of the Mind is ſo natural, that we find 
the Worſhip paid to the Sun was among the earlieſt 
Kinds of Idolatry ; and that it ſprung up firſt” ind ithe 
Eaſt, where /aniunclouded Sky and adyantageous Si- 
tuation favoured the Obſervation of the Heavens. 
+ \| While I wandered over the dewy Ground, and was 
admiring the-bleaming Verdure of the, Graſs and:rifing 
Corn, I was ſurpriſed with a Voice at a little Diſtance, 
which! made me run towards it. I had noufoonet 
looked about, than I perceived Hiero, our Divine, on 
the other Side of ia Row-mꝰ ͤꝗ af Elms, engaged in a pro- 
found Meditation by himiſelf, and venting his Solilo“ 
quies with any audible Voice. He ſtuod on a little 
Eminence ſrom i whence he had a pretty large View 
around hin. Sometimes ** : » 
baus Tie 
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Fields below, at other Times he raiſed them to Hea- 
ven with a devout Kind of Ardour ; his right Hand 
was ſtretched out, in a iprightly declaiming Attitude, 
and in his left he held a Book. He ſeemed ſo deeply 
intent, and riveted in Thought, that I apprehended I 
might ſafely over-hear his philoſophic Effuſions, with- 
out Danger of interrupting them. I ſatisfied my No- 
tions of Decency, by refleQing, that, as Hiero had 
no Miftreſs but Nature, I might preſume he would 
diſcover no Secrets, but what every Rival might hear, 
without the Imputation of an impertinent Curioſity. 
Accordingly, fitting down on the- Bank of the River, 
I took out my Pen and Ink, and wrote down in Cha- 
racters the following Rhapſody, as it ſtreamed from 
his Lips. | 
„lt muſt be fo. Elfe ah fach Harmony in 
* their Operations, and Conſtancy in their Effects? 
« Can Beings concur in Efficacy, which never united 
„in Deſign, without ſome common Band of Confe- 
“ deracy, or combining Cauſe ? Can Chance be the 
«© Parent of Uniformity which never fails, or Fate give 
« Birth to infinite Variety? The feveralParts of this 
+ material Frame, how diſtant ſoever in Situation, and 
% different in. their Matter and Compoſition, do yet 
operate continually on each other, and concur by 
„ ſome mighty, though inviſible Influence, to the 


4 Production of the fame ſalutary Effects. What 


“Influence our Earth may have on its Fell w-Planets 
“ or how far its Reaction may affect the Sun, I cannot 
„tell; but ſurely I feel the kindly Heat of that bright 
% Luminary, infpiring:me with more than uſual Glad- 
5: neſs. Nor on me:alone is his Bounty ſo efficacious: 
« The other Creatures partake his enlivening Energy. 
To him the vegetable Tribes owe all their: Bloom 
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« and Beauty. It is his piercing Ray, which entering 
1. the fertile Mould, ripens the vital Sap, and exalts' 
«it into the ſlender Tubes, open to-receive it, after 
« the Rarefaction of the internal Air, that was com- 
* preſſed by the Cold of Night. This nutritive Juices 

* being attracted along the minute Canals, ſhoots up 
4 in Branches, expands into Leaves; burſts out in 
Gems, and cloathes chem with all their bluſbing 
10 Honours. What Power is it then which unites 
© theſe diſtant Parts of Nature, and adapts their mu- 


% tual Influences in ſuch nice Propottion > Who 


« ſupplied this Fountain of Light and Heat, with his 


£ genial and inexhaufted. Treaſure, and who. diſpenſes 
* it with ſuch, munificent, yet wiſe Profuſfion ? Thoſe 


« Objects are certainly too remote, to have combined, 


„by mutual Concert, towards producing one joint 


Effect. Beſide, what Inſtruments or: Meſſengers 


could paſs between them, to ſettle their diſtinct 


<« Powers and Times of Operation? Vet theſe never 


<« interfere- with, each other, but conſpite wich aſto- 
« niſhing Harmony, in the Propagation and Growth | 
46 of Plants and Animals. Parts therefore they muſt 
* be of a common Syſtem, and ſome mighty Hand 


© unſeen Chain, Who elſe can repait the Sun's con- 


« tinual Decays, and diſtribute his Bounties in Num- 
* bera Weight and Mesſure? Nor is it the Sun alone 
u that: muſt be leagued in friendly Union with the ve- 
1 getable and animal Tribes. A large Concurrence of 
* other Cauſes, a right Temperature of Earth, and Air, 


% and Water, and Seaſons, is, neceſſary to the Life 
and Healch of the numerous Inbabitaots that ave 
* maintained on our Globe. None of theſe Parts are 
21. Getached from, the others, ot W 
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The Earth ſupports the Plants; Air and Wa ater. 
t nouriſh them; the Plants ſupply the Animals with 
% Food; theſe tre ſubordinste to each other, and all 
* are ſubjected to the Elements in which they reſide. . 
In them they live, and to them they reſign their 
, reſpective Natures. / Theſe Elements compoſe one 
common Maſs, and are governed by the ſame Lass. 
All Nature therefore is one wondrous' Piece, one 


0 conſpiring Whole. - That" its different, and ſome- 


«c 


times jarring, Parts ſhould co-operate for the Pre- 


« ſervation and Benefit of ſuch infinitely diverſified | 
Creatures, beſpeaks an Oneneſs of Deſign, and muſt | 
4 require the Preſenee and Overſight of ſome Power 
equal to that Deſign. / The ſeveral Creatures are 
t all confined to their reſpective Elements, nor can 
any of them act beyond their own Province. It 
muſt therefore be ſome ſuperior Nature, who, un- 
circumſcribed by Time or Space, pervades the 
**, Univerſe, and is intimately preſent with the whole 


646 


«Cc. 


* Extent of Nature. Whoever this univerſal Being 
is, he muſt be at the Head of Things, ſupreme in 


«Wiſdom as in Power, the Author and Mover of 


« the Whole; who inſpires its Powers; preſerves its 


„ Connexions, and ſeeing all his Works from tbe 
"if — to: the End, conducts their Operations, 


© with an unerring Hand, to Perfection and Happi- 
*«. neſs. : Through whit an aſcending Scale of Being 


* and Beauty, am I led, to recognize 4 governing 
«©: Nature,” or univerſal Mind, who filled up every 
« Link of, the immenſe Series; and bid che ſeveral 


Orders move upwards, and ſucceed each other in 
<<endleſs Progreſſion, and all be happy in each ſuc- 


e ceſſiue Station to the utmoſt Extent of their Op- 


ng: : city and Condition l From rude and unfermed, 1 
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« riſe to poliſhed, and almoſt breathing Matter. From 


% hence I aſcend, through the various Tribes of Ve- 
* getation, till ſcarce any Chaſm is left between the 


<< ſenſible Plant, and the ſtupid Shell-Fiſh, which ad- 


« heres to its native Rock. From hence I advance, 


through almoſt infinite Orders of Animal Life, till 


Inſtinct well nigh co-incides with Reaſon, and the 


Brute is refining into Man; whoſe ſuperior Frame 


points out Intelligence, Wiſdom and Activity. Man 
« ſeems to ſtand on the utmoſt Verge of the material 
« World, and to lift his Head with high Ambition 
into that of Spirits. What Orders of Intelligence 
« may lie beyond the human Rank, and fill up the 
<< immenſe Interval between Deity and this middle 


Limit of Exiſtence, who can tell? To us the 
upper End of the Scale, and the intermediate 


Links, are veiled in Darkneſs. But L know enough 


« to convinee me, that I am of heavenly Extraction, 
and allied to infinite Perfection. This periſhabtfe 
Stuff, which I carry about me, I borrowed from 
the Earth on which I tread, and there I muſt ſoon 
lay it down. But whence this Quickneſs and 
Range of Thought? This Flight of Imagination 

and Divinity of Reaſon? Whence but from tlie 
Source of all Intelligence and Wiſdom > But a 
while ſince, his Miniſter, the Sun, ſpread a chearful 
„ Warmth through my mortal Frame, now methinks 
I feel more divine Senſations 
„Part. Who then kindled this celeſtial Fire? Who 
„ lighted upthis Conſciouſneſs of my higher Relation, 
and taught my Boſom to beat with inexpreſlible 
Joy? Who but God, inſpiring God, that kind and 


pervading my immortal 


1 n . whoſe ſupreme Delight is to diffuſe 
« Happineſs 
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% Happineſs for ever, and whoſe Bounty ry to 
“all, without Partiality or Envy? 
Here Hiero, pauſing a While, began to raiſe lis 


Voice ſtil higher, liſted up his Eyes and both his 
Hands to Heaven; and I could perceive a brighter 


Fluſh 8 +l re when he ſhes con- 
tinued : | | 

Ne amiable and ebe Nature Thou foveibign 
© anduniverſal Mind! Eternal Spring of Wiſdom and 
Order! How ſtupendous are thy Works! What 


Frugality amid infinite Profuſion? What compli- 
-**, cated Effects are produced by the ſimpleſt Cauſes * 
The Sun, bright Image of thy immenſe Benignity ! 
not only enlivens the animal, but - ſupports the 


's vegetable World, and ripens and prepares Matter 


.* for all the Purpoſes of Life and Vegetation. Nor 
is our Earth the only Partaker of his Munificence. 
Thou commandeſt him, O' univerſal Parent ! to en- 


lighten and cheer ſurrounding Worlds, by the per- 


<< petual- Diffuſion of his Bounties. His Preſence, 
like to thine, diſpels Darkneſs and Sorrow, and in- 
fuſes ſecret Raviſhment into the Heart. His Extinc- 
tion would bring on an univerſal Gloom, and Horror 
inſupportable. Fhe Air, that yielding and expanſive 
% Element, like the Breath of God, not only feeds 
and nouriſhes the vaſt Variety of living Creatures, 
but even the vegetative Tribes, which could not 
ſubſiſt without this common Pabulum. What Won- 


ders are performed by that ſimple Engine, the 
Power of Gravitation or Attraction, by which the 
* huge Machinety of Nature is linked in inviolable 
Union, and the vaſt Worlds of Matter continue ſuſ- 
äpended and balanced in perfect Equilibrium! O almigh- 
ty Fotmer ! To it, thy prime Miniſter in our World, 
66 we 
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eve owe the Stability of our Mountains, the Current 


of our Rivers, the Aſcent of our Springs and Va- 


* pours, whichdeſcendby the ſame Influence in Rains, 
<« torefreſh and fructify the Earth. To it we owe our 

< Tides,” which keep the immenſe Collection of the 
4 Waters continually freſn and wholeſome; and the 
« Aſcent of the nouriſhing Juices to the Tops of the 
* higheſt Trees. To it are we indebted for the Force 


** of our Pumps, the Vigour of our Machines, and the 


«© jndifſoluble'Cohefion of Bodies. In this wonder- 
„working Power, I recognize thy Being, and univer- 
« fal Providence; a Power which penetrates the EN. 
ſence and inmoſt Particles of Bodies, combines the 
e remoteſt Objects 1 in mutual Sympathy and Concord; 


and operating by unmechanic Forces, Produces the 


e moſt perfect Mechaniſm of a World! In contem- 
« plating "theſe inferior Wheels and Movements of 


«this beauteous and ever moving Machine, let me 


<« adore the almighty Mover, who impreſſed, and erer 
4 impreſſes the mighty neverfailing Energy, by 
„ which the whole Creation continues always fair 
« and flouriſhing! The Immenſity of thy Works 
6 beſpeaks Thee immenſely great, and poſſeſſed of. 


40 univerſal Dominion. Their aſtoniſhing Beauty and 
« Variety ſhew Thee to be the Origin of Order and 

Perfection. Their Conveniency and Uſefulneſs to thy 
Creatures, diſcover Thee exuberant in Goodnefs. 
« And indeed how numerous and diverſified thy Off- 


« ſpring! O thou Parent of Being and of Beauty. 
«©, The vegetable Train confeſs thy Bounty, while 
« from the Earth's nutritious Breaſts they ſuck the 
« vital Spirit that feeds their tender and lovely Forms. 


„% 'When they wither and ſeem to die, the returning | 
Fe Sun, the unwearied Miniſter of thy Beneficence re- 


© calls 
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& calls them into Life, and makes them riſe bloom · 
« ing from Corruption and Decay. For the groſs 
« Particles, of the fertile Globe, being ed in the 
% exquiſite Laboratory of Nature, and diſtilled through 
« it's wonderful Alembics, the Pores of the ſurviving 
« Root, they are refined into a purer Subſtance, and 
« ſublimed into a fine ethereal Spirit. 
5 Image of that Circulation of Nature, and Conver- 

« ſion of Forms, by which the Face of Things is con- 

« tinually renewed, the Waſtes of Nature ſupplied, 

« and Decay made the Parent of Life and Vigour ! 

« Infinite Racesand Succeſſions of Animals ſpring from 
« thy Goodneſs, and every Corner of thy wide Do- 
« main ſwarms with Life and new Creation; as if 
« thou waſt afraid, leſt any of thy unemployed Trea- 

« ſures ſhould be loſt, and thy Bounties be untaſted, 
« and unenjoyed. Nicely i is the Oeconomy of every- 
hy Creature adjuſted to its Rank and Make, and ex- 
0% quiſitely formed for imbibingit's proper Satisfactions. 
« How curiouſly is each of them armed againft the Dan- 
10 gers, to which their Situation expoſes them, by proper 
« Inſtins, or Weapons of Defence; the Parts how 
« admirably framed for continuing the Species, ſo that 
Nature is ever teeming with new Births, to repair 
« the Breaches made, and maintain the Succeſſion of 
« Beings, who are to live, and be happy on her inex- 


5 hauſtible Stores! But chief on Man haſt thou ſhow- 


« ered diſtinguiſhed Goodneſs. His outward Frame 
e how fair, how ereQtand formed for Contemplation ! 
« Cloathed with manly Dignity and Strength, or elſe 
« ſoftened with milder Grace, and alluring Smiles 
«© ſpread through every Feature. It was Thou, O Pa- 
* rent of Love, who taughteſt the human Face to 
* charm with ſuch expreſſive Sweetneſs, and ordain- 

ed'ft 


Beautiful 
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<-ed'ſt the Paſſions. to vibrate from Heart to Heart 
*+*-with Harmony ſo reſponfive ; by thoſe endearing, 
Bands linking him with the Partners of his Nature 
in friendly and enchanting Union. Thou baft placed 
him a Spectator of thy majeſtic Works, above and 
below, and by ſtamping on his Mind the Features 


of Divinity, ſuperior Thought and Re aſon, haſt 


** given him to recognize his Relation to' Thee, his 
eternal Parent. Thou haſt ſettled" that Poiſe, I per- 
ceive amidſt the various Powers of my compounded 
Frame; thou haſt planted thoſe generous Feelings 
in the human Breift, which, being duly cultivated, 
© yield unfailing Rapture, and by forming Man to 2 
* Sympathy with univerſal Nature, haft allowed him 
to taſte the Pleaſures of Divinity. Let him grate- 
* fully acknowledge his Obligations to his ſupreme 
gBenefactor, and adore the bounteous Hand, that 
* crowned him with ſuch Glory and Excellence of 
Nature. ere the inſpired Divine ended his 
Rhapſody, and coming down the Hill, . paſſed directly 
by me, without ever minding me: ſo that I-quietly 
followed him home, reſolved to impart my Morning 
Entertainment to the Gentlemen of our Society. 

The Society met, in the Evening, in the Garden, 
where, after walking up and down for ſome Time, we 


aſcended the artificial Mount, which is on the weſt 


Side, and from whence, there is a Proſpect of the ſur- 
rounding Fields. It has a convenient Seat on the Summit, 
and is covered a- top with a light airy Dome, open on 
every Side, and ſupported by a few ſlender Pillars 
Here we had a charming Landfcape of green Lawns. 
ſhady Thickets, and the River, on which the Sun diſ- 
perſing* his feeble Beams, gave it the Appearance of 
ſhining Glaſs. The Flocks-were now returning to the 
er. I. U Folds 
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Folds, the Can with full Udders, the Lambs bleat- 
ing, and:friſking about, the Horſes: neighing, and ca- 
pering wantonly. The. Maids. followed with their 
Milk-Pails and chearful Looks, andiſtill enlivenedithe 
vcene; The Flowers: breathed their Euening Fragrance 
all around, the Sun grew broader, and his. Beams, in 
which Millions pf Creatutes were playing, became fain- 
ter as he approached the Horizon, till, at length, he diſ- 


appeared from our Sight; but left us an ample Horizon, 


deeply tinctured and illuminated with various Hues, 
by the Refraction of his Rays. We took our Seats 
in this delightful Eminence, and were entertaining 
aurſelyes with thoſe Błauties of Nature and Sri Life, 
of which we had then ſo agreeable a Proſpect; when, I 
told the Company, I would divert them, if they choſe 
it, by reading to them a.philoſophic Rhapſody, I had 
wrote that Morning, in the open Fields, about the 
VPime of Sun-rifing. They were pleaſed with the Pro- 
poſal; upon which I read to them the aforeſaid Rhap- 
ſodyof Hiero's, with his Addreſs to the Genius and 
Parent of Nature. I prefaced it with telling them, 
that they would not reliſh. the Effuſion throughly, un- 
leſs they ſuppoſed they ſaw the Rhapſodiſt in his raving 
Attitude, with his Eyes up-lifted, his Hands qut- 
fivetched hisFaceglewing withaſacebit Kind of Eathu. 
fiaſm, and himſelf ſtanding upon a riſing Ground, emit- 
ting his Raptures, not quite unlike the Prieſteſs of A 
pollo, as the ſtood on the inſpiring Tripod. —— The 
Gentlemen heard me out, with deep Attention; when 


Hiero, who could ſcarcere frain himſelf from interrupt- | 


ing the Recital every now and then, thus broke 
ſilence. 
I much doubt, Gentlemen, that the Rhapſodiſt is 
not a little obliged to the Reciter, for the Diſin@uels 
- and 
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and Coherence of the Rhapſody. I am afraid the Heat 


of an ex tempore Tranſport ould ſcarce have produced 
a Piece of Reaſoning, which ſeems to hang together, 
and which does not Want its Colouring and Imagerys, 


unleſs: it had been laboured and wrought up, by the 


cool Touches of the Cloſet. 


"Tis hardly fair in Hiero, ſaid Saphrion, to ſoppoſe | 
that Simplicius has, all along, been amuſing us, with a 


fanciful Tale, of a Scene which never exiſted ; nor do 
J think it, with my Friend's; Leave, quite polite, to 
aſſert poſitively, that a warm Imagination kindled to an 
uncommon Degree, by the mild Splendor of a morn- 
ing Sun, and a full Proſpect of Nature, in its moſt ver- 
dant Dreſs and amiable Attitudes, amidſt the conſent- 


ing Chorus of the animal Creation, may not have caſt 
off a beautiful and well- connected Rhapſody, during 


that ſudden Glow of Fancy, without waiting for cooler 
Meditation. 1 apprehend the Mind is moſt fruitful 
and vigotous in its Conceptions, when it is hurried 
on by ſuch a fudden Impulſe, and Extacy of Imagi- 
nation, if I may call it ſo. 

J am not, replied Hiero, ſo poſitive in my Opinion, 
from any mean Conception of our Friend's Abilities, 


but from a Senſe of my own Incapacityof r rhapſodizing 
ſo coherently. This Morning, as I was walking in 


the-Fields pretty early, Iremember I fell into a boden 
Effuſion, ſomething like this but now recited by Sim- 
plicius; I do not know likewiſe, but in the warm E- 
motion I then felt, I might have given Voice and Ac- 
cent to the Sallies of my Fancy, perhaps more than 1 
ought to have done, in the open Fields; but if my 
Friend was there unknown to me, and liſtened to my 
Soliloquy, and means to have repeated to you, what 
I then looſely threw out, let him ſtand forth and fay 

U3 ſo 
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ſo. For my Part, I here honeſtly confeſs, I can dif- 
tinguiſh but a few, a very few Features of my — 
duction; the Reſt are his own, and he has give 
Shapelineſs and Proportion to the Whole, 

Since Hiero, ſubjoined I, has put me to the Queſti- 
on, I muſt frankly confeſs the innocent Fraud I was 
guilty of, in liſtening to my Friend's private Effuſions, 
and taking them down in Short-hand, in the beſt Man- 
ner I could; without pretending to add to, or take 
from, that F low of Fancy which he then indulged- 
J hope, Gentlemen, that you, whom I have entertained 
at our Friend's Expence, will be my Patrons, and 
make an Apology for the Theft I have committed. 

+ Surely, ſaid Sophron, Hiero cannot be offended, that 
you have done him, as he acknowledges himſelf, more 
than Juſtice, If you have really improved upon his 
Sentiments, he is too good-natured to envy his Friends 
the Entertainment to which he gave Occaſion, by af- 
fording at leaſt the unwrought Materials. But if he 
has only given a fair Recital of your Morning Rap» 
tures, you will forgive the Expreſſion, I hope you will 
excuſe him, for having ſhewn us ſo amiable a Specimen, 
how Philoſophers, if they do not, at leaſt ought to 
ſpend their Mornings. 

I proteſt, Gentlemen, reſumed Hiero, this is down- 
right Perſecution. - I ſhall hardly forgive Simplicius, 
for having ſerved me ſuch a Trick, to attend, as 
he has done, to a Man in a raving Fit, and Poſture 
too; with all the Marks of Madneſs about him, to 
* a Copy of his Ravings, and then to expoſe them 
to his Acquaintances, the very firk Time he ſees them, 
-and then. for you, Gentlemen, to defend this 
unkind and unfriendly PraQice—and to talk of one's 
Soliloquies and Raptures, and all that; as if a Man 

- were 
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were a Lunatic or Viſionary of the laſt Age, when Re- 


velations and Divine Effuſions were no unuſual Pre- 
tence; is, I think, neither fair nor generous in you. 
Beſide, I do not know if one is acconntable, when 
ſoder, fer what he has either ſaid ot done, during the 
For my Part, faid Conſtant, if what we have now 


heurd be raving, I wiſh always to rave in that Manner. 


My Fancy ſeldom lifts me among the Clouds, or above 
che ordinary Piteh of common Senſe; but were it to 
raiſe me ſo high as it has done my Fried, and to 


bonduct me through fuck charming Scenes, I ſhonfd 


love mueh to mount aloft, and go along with it, whi- 
merſbever it would head me. And let d ho would call 
me Frantie, of Viſtonaty, or Caftte-builder, I ſhould 
poſſeſs my Soul in perfect Peace and build and 
b of; 420 6r! | n nennen 

T ſee no Farm, ſebjefned Figenfo, in being fome- 
What mad, now ant then, provid 4 we keep it in our 
own Power to teturn, when” we pleaſe,” to dar; fober 
Senſes. There are none without their frantic Excur- 
om at Times, beyond the vr diniry Meafures of Life 
and common Senſe. All the Art lies in rimeing our 
Madneſs wellj er in employing it on Harmleſs Jub- 
Jecte By Fife Vent to the frantie Himour in pff 
lofophic 'Ravings, or pbetic Salltes, Which have been 
often thought allied to PBretzy, we fall, I infaghte, 
fooner diſcuſs the Fewel of the Diſtemper, | and be in 
leſs Danger of growing delirious in our ordinary Com- 
meree, and at che Expence of Others. I have often 


9 - 


heart of great Men cutting Capers, and playing ſtrange 
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Monkey- Tricks in private, and looking as grave and 


a _ ; 2 1 | 11111 27 In ere 
denote as Senardts when they ,appeared in public. 


The human Conftiruri ien Will ſcarce bear a long conti- 
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nued Stretch of uniform, ſober Thinking, and there- 
fore muſt be allowed its Gambols; unleſs we mean that 
it loſe the Powers of Thinking Altogether, and be- 
came ſtark mad, through an Exceſs of Sobriety. 
I cannot tell, replied Sophron, whether the Point 
ſhould be puſhed ſo far as Eugenio ſeems to think. 
The Mind, without Doubt, needs its Relaxations, and 
Can no more bear a long, intenſe Strain of Fhought or 


Paſſion, without maddening a little, than the Nerves 


can ſuftain long a violent Action or Preſſure, without 
ſome Acceſſes of a Fever. But that we ſhould actually 
| indulge certain Degrees of Madneſs, to prevent the 
being Mad in good earneſt, I cannot eaſily comprehend. 
However, if we. are, at any Time, to give wanton Play 
to Thought, or to indulge an uncontrouled Fancy, I 
do not know on what the Mind can rave more agree- 
ably, than on the Beauties of Nature. A Mind ſtruck 
with the fair, or grand, or harmonious in Nature, 
cannot .contemplate thoſe Forms, withoutEmotion, and 
A certain Pitch of Admiration. And wherever the Ad- 
miration runs high, either it is Poſſeſſion, or muſt create 
a Paſſion, which looks ſomething like it. In reality, 
It is an amiable and delightful Poſſeſſion; but, like all 
others, it carries the, Mind out of it's wonted Courſe, 
and fires the Imagination with. Conceptions, of which 
it is quite incapable at other Times. In this rapturous 
State, Objects, which have the ſlighteſt Relation or Si- 


militude to each other, being preſented to the Mind, 


are ſeized by it with an immenſe Ardour, and worked 
up by it into various Shapes and Combinations, which 
again draw others into the ſame Vortex, (ſuch is the 
aſtoniſhing Attradion of our Ideas!) and bring along 
with them 2 new Train of Imagery ; ſo that one is 
frequently amazed, by what myſterious Sympathy tbe 
unbidden 
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unbidden Images aroſe, and formed themſelves into 
ſuch ſurprizing Order and Regularity. Whatever Ac- 


tivity the Mind may exert, on ſuch Occaſions, it ſeems 


to have little Command over its own Ideas. The quick 
Agitations of Fancy, and ſudden Flaſhes of oppoſite or 
reſembling Images, muſt dart out, in interrupted Sallies 
of Thought, and frequently in 'disjointed: Reaſonings, 
which have the Appearance of Madneſs and Folly, ra- 
ther than of ſoder RefleQtion. But whoever has expe- 
rienced this Kind of Poſſeſſion, upon ſurveying any 
of Nature's lovely or majeſtic Scenes, and has been be- 
wildered in. the Labyrinths of Fancy, into which thoſe 
Views have led him, will, I believe, chuſe to lay his 
Mind open to all ſuch: Impreſſions, and be far from 
checking that noble Enthuſiaſm, which they tend na- 
turally to inſpire. 

I cannot help being ſurprized,. ſaid Hiers, that the 
Generality of People are ſo little ſenſible of thoſe- ſim- 
ple and obvious Beauties of Nature, that environ us 
on all Hands, and entertain every Senſe with its pro- 
per Pleaſures. How few care for getting out of the 
Duſt or Smoke of a City, into the freſh Air of the 
Country? The moſt verdant Fields and enamelled 
Meadows have no Charms for them, no more than 
the rough Stones or Dirt of the Street; elſe why do 
even thoſe, who are at Liberty to make a Choice, ſeek 
ſo ſeldom to exchange the One for the Other? And 
of thoſe who live in the Country, how few know how 
to reliſh ſuch rural Beauties, as they daily ſee; or to 
enjoy that vernal Delight, which almoſt irreſiſtibly 
ſprings up in the Mind, in a fine Day; when Nature 
is dreſt in her lovelieſt Robes, and the Sun gilds her 
Face with additional Luſtre ! For my Part, I cannot 
go into the Fields, in in fair Weather, and an unclouded 
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Sey, without feeling my Heart pladdened with the 
Proſpect, and falhing, fomerimes, into thoſe wild Re- 
vencsand Labyrinths of Fancy, Sophron, was mention- 
ing juſt now, which give 2 Man the” Aﬀpett 'of vat 


poſſeſt or Netwre-ftruck. 


I acknowledge, — replies FEupems, the 
Profpett of a benntiful, rich Country, like that now 
and independent, by their own boneft Induſtry, and 
where none of the Necefiaries or Conveniencies of 
Life are wanting, ts 2 delightful Sight, and muſt rejoice 
the Heart of every Briton. But i frankly confeſs, 
that I can look at Nature in all ker Bloom, and 
dreſſed out, if you will, in every Charm, that can be 
ſuppoſed to allure the Eye, without falling into thoſe 
Extacies my worthy Friends talk of, vr growing 2 
diſtracted Lover of the benmeom Dame. Ws Nature 
animated now, as ſhe was in ancient "Times, wath 
by Dryads and Hamedryad:, and had one a Chance 
to mect 2 ſweet light-footed Nymph at every other 
Fountain or the End of a Walk, I dv not queſtion but 
I hould grow a warm Admirer of Nature ; and might, 
perhaps, make an Elepement tov in 2 Morning, to 
mend an Hour or fo with one of thoſe fait Divin ities; 
but ever ſinge our rigid. cold Phaloſophy, and level- 
ling Theology, have banihed thoſe Powers and 
Graces, and diſ-peopled the Groves and Meadow: of 
their gay Inhabitants, I look at Nature with the Eyes 
of a Philoſopher rather than of a Lover; and, like's 


. imaginewy%elf in perfest Solirude 
ina Defert. 
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his Mind very ingennouſly; the Country is, to him, 
I dare fay, a mere Defart indeed, without the Pre- 
ſence of ſome fair Divinity. She alone cau change 
the Wilderneſs into a charming Scene, and make the 


Fields and Fountains, the Trees and Rivers look 
beautiful. There is only one Thing I much doubt, 
and that is, whether be would have ftarted of 2 
Morning in ſuch an Hurry, to keep an Appointment 
with one of thoſe pretty Forms, unleſs they had been 
good Fleſh and Blood. But though the World of 
the Ancients may have better ſuited the Taſte of a 
Lover or a Poet, as the Former had a Chance to carry 
on an Intrigue with 2 more than mortal Form, and 
chines, t caliren his Compoſitions, and extricate 
him, when brought to a Pinch , yet I cannot help 
thinking that, to a true Philoſopher, the Univerſe, 
unpeopled as it is of thoſe imaginary Inhabitants, 
will appear more beautiful and auguſt, than when the 
whole Council of the Gods affembled on the Top of 
Ida and the Monarch himſelf, with his ambrofal Curl, 
ſhook Olympus to its Center. If indeed Eugenio 
does, as be pretends, look upon the Univerſe, with the 


Eyes of 2 Philoſopher, be will find it peopled with 


infinitely greater Swarms of Inhabitants, than it was 


thought to be, in ancient Times; Inhabitants too, 


whoſe Natures are better adapted to the Elements in 
the Poets and other Mythological Gentlemen, to their 
Deities, either ſuperior or ſubaltern. As a Philoſo- 
pher, be will diicern an admirable Subordination of the 
diferent Ranks of Creatures to each othir, and of all 
to the Good of the univerſal Syſtem. inge un- 
folding themſelves, by Degiees, and in a ming Scale of 

Pro- 
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Progreſſion, advancing towards Perfection the Laws 


of Nature acting with an amazing Simplicity, and yet 
accompliſhing their Effects with immenſe Vigour and 
inviolable Conſtancy. In ſhort, there is not the ſmalſeſt 
Portion of the Univerſe, nor the minuteſt Animal of 
thoſe infinite Races that fill it, but may furniſh-the aecu- 
teſt Philoſopher with Matter for Enquiry, not to be ex- 
hauſted, and yet daily aſtoniſn him with new Diſcove- 
ries of the ſupreme Wiſdom and Beneficence of the 
Almighty Geometrician. 

Without entering ſo deep into Philoſophy, ſaid 1, 
as Conftant would have us, or conſidering the Face of 
Nature, in the political Light Bugenio talks of, I think 


it affords a noble and entertaining Spectacle even to 


the moſt fuperficial Obſerver. The ſimpleſt Peaſant 
that walks abroad in the Fields, may, if he has his 
Senſes about him,behold, with Pleaſure, that delicious 

Valley now before us, through which the River winds its 
fmooth and tranſparent Stream, adorned all along with 

wild Flowers and Trees loofely ſcattered on its Borders; 

yon little Eminence beautifully tufted with Wood; yon 

empurpled Field of Beans, whoſe refreſhing Odours are 
'wafted to us by the Weſtern Breeze; or yon ftately 
Ridge ofMountains, whoſe Tops were, buta while fince, 

gilded by the Evening Ray. He needs no Philoſophy, 
methinks, to reliſh theſe obvious Beauties, which Na- 

ture has ſcattered fo profuſely all around him. His Heart 
beats with Joy, amidſt ſuch delightful Scenes, while he 

feels every Senſe an Inlet to ſome new Pleaſure. Na- 

ture, by cloathing every Object with ſo much Beauty, 
as well as adapting all ſo admirably to the Uſes of Life, 

meant thereby to excite in us the ſweeteſt Senſations. 

Therefore we fulfil that Intention, and beſt ſhew our 

Gratitude to the Author of Nature, * — ow 
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Minds open to. all thoſe Infuſions af Joy,, which natu- 
rally flow in upon them, from his Works in every 
Quarter. Theſe Satisfactions may be: enjoyed at all 
Times, without any Praſpe& of immediate or future 
Cain, ſuch as Eugenio ſuggęſted and, though they may 
receive an higher Scafoning from Philoſophy, yet they 
may be highly e by ſuch as are entirely unac- | 
quainted with it, 

Lam. convinced. eie duden, that the Beau- 
ties of Nature were expreſsly deſigned by the all-wiſe 
Authar, to affect the human Heart with various Senſa- 
tions of Pleaſure; but 1 am afraid, Gentlemen, chat, 
in order to reliſh. theſe to any Purpoſe, the Mind muſt 
be diſengaged, and in good Humour; and a 7. "afte-for 
Nature (ſo. to ſpeak) muſt be formed and cultivated.. 
The having Senſes is not enough to make us enjoy 
Nature with an original Reliſh. An inward Eye and - 
Ear muſt be, gained ta perceive this primitive. Beauty. 
and Harmony, ſuch., as we ſtudy to acquire in all the 
imitative. Arts.“ Without theſe, notwithſtanding all 
aur other Senſes, Nature: may {til} be to us a rude un: 
ſhapely Maſs, and. its fineſt Muſic. mere Diſſonance. 
The homely. Ploughman, when he walks out to hig 
Labours, and draws the fragrant Breath of the Marn- 
ing, or when, the Sun's enliyening Ray darts upon 
him from the Mountain's Top, may, perhaps, feel his 
Heart bound within him, and be prompted, by an hap- 
py Concurrence of theſe and other delightful Object 
to ſing for Joy. The plodding Citizen too, when he 
elopes into the Fields, on a Summer's Evening, from 
the Smoke, of, the City, may feel his Senſes raviſhed, 
and his Heart gladdened, he does not know how, 
by the Impreſſions which a mild Evening, verdant 
. and the freſh Air make upop. him; but, I be- 
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lieve, I may ſay that both the Citizen and Plough” * 
man are affected chiefly in a mere mechanical Man- 


ner; a briſker Flow of Spirits is excited by a few' na- 
tural Cauſes, while they continue to behold Nature 
with as ſtupid an Inſenſibility, as the Ox who” treads - 
the Graſs. Therefore, though Iwill not take upon 
me to ſay, that Philoſophy is neceſſary to reliſh Na- 
ture aright, yet, as I ſaid, it needs a peculiar Taſte, 
the Mind muſt be prepared to enjoy the Simplicity, 
the Innocence, the Grandeur, the Beauty, of rural 
Scenes. But how is this to be done ? No otherwiſe, 


I conceive, than by often withdrawing from the Din 
and Hurry of Life, caſting off its Cares as much as 


poſſible, huſhing the ruder Paſſions, and being much 


converſant with natural Objects, till we feel them in 


all their Force and Beauty. For while our Thoughts 
are engroſſed by any particular Plan or Scheme we are 
purſuing, whilft Avarice, Ambition, Love, or any 
other Paſſion has an abſolute Sway over us, the Fields 
will ſmile, the Trees bloſſom, the Fountains murmur, 
the Birds ſing, and Nature charm in vain. We ſhall 


enjoy Nothing, but what ſooths the favourite Paſſion. 


Till we enter into ourſelves, recover our inward Free- 
dom, and reliſh the'Innocence and good Order of a 
Mind, all the Symmetry and Grandeur of the Univerſe 
will be unfelt by us, nay, I may ſay, that Nature will 
appear ſtained and darkened to us, and we ſhall be in 
a Storm, amidſt the Calm of Retirement. 

I am much of Sophron's Opinion, ſaid Hiero, that 
Good-humour and a Command of the Paſſions are ab- 
folutely neceſſary to enjoy Nature, with an original and 
fincere Reliſh. This Health of the Mind is as neceſ- 


ſary for taſting its proper Satisfactions, as that of the 


Body i is to the taſting any ſenſible Pleaſures, But I am 


con- 
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convinced withal, that the frequent Contemplation of 
Nature is an admirable Mean to promqte this Good- 
humour, to lull our Cares aſleep, and blunt the Edge or 
Paſſion. When we ſee Nature looking ſo fair and flou- 
Tiſhing, a joyful Creation ſwarming round us, enjoying 
each their reſpeRive Felicities, in/guiltleſs Peace, pour- 
ing forth their wild and artleſs Notes, and fondly ex- 
\prefling their mutual Loves; when we fdel the Sun's 


genial Heat cheering our Spirits, and ſuch delicious 


Fragrancy refreſhing the Senſe, muſt not every fociat 
and ſympathizing Mind harmonize with Nature, and 


rejoice in ſuch wide - ſpread Felicity ? The Prageſs of 


the Mind, in ſuch 2 Situation, is charmiagly painted by 
our admirable Poet, i in theſe ſublime Lines, which. can 
-never- read, without feeling ſome Degree of that Rap- 


ture Which muſt. dere fired bis HRC! whon ber ode 
. 1775 


ä * „ 4 
Ei T he furry Clade, and feels an ingunti Bliſs 
-- Spring oer bis Mind, beyond the _— of Kinge , 
TJ purchaſe. Putt Serenity apace: :. 03 4334 
\ Induces Thoughts: and Coritewplatian lle. 
E fwift Degrees the Love of; Nature — - 
Aud warms the Buſam: till at laſt canal 
0 Rapture, and enchinfhaſtic Hes 0 
Ne feel the preſent DR Ix x. _—: 
The Toy Gon to.ſee-anthaggy I ria 
While we thus partake of the common Feaſt, and 
* ſhare the Happinels of others by Reflection; how is it 
| mon but Good-humour mutt ſpring up in our Minds, 
and Gratitude. likewiſe to out common; Parent, che 
Fountain of ſuch Serenity ang'Bliſs? - And indeed. 
- without this Conſideration of s Deicy ditectiug the U- 


niverſe, what a dull and pitiful Thing would it appear? 
Vol. I. X how 
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How void of Order and Deſign? A World, without 
2 Parent and preſiding Genius, muſt be a mere Chaos, 
an Heap of Ruins that could exhibit Nothing fair or 
friendly to view. But when, by the Aid of 'a genuine 


P hiloſophy, we raiſe our Eye to the Father of all, and 
view him animating the huge Machine with vital En- 


ergy, conducting the amazing Scene of; Things, with 


invariable Harmony, to Perfection, and dealing abroad 


Happineſs to his numerous Family, by an Infinity of 
Channels, how are we both aſtoniſhed. and delighted 
with ſuch various Wiſdom and wide Beneficence? The 
Univerſe, in this Light, appears a Work worthy a God 
to contrive, and Man to contemplate. Every Line, 


thus converging to Divinity, if I may ſay ſo, forms a 
Perfect Whole, exactly correſponding. to that all- per- 
fect Idea which deſigned it, and productive of the moſt 


extenſive Felicity. The Senſe of this inſpiring and uni- 


verſal Preſence muſt beautify every Part of Nature with 
additional Glory, and warm our Morning and Evening 


Contemplations into Rapture. We cannot then for- 
bear to heighten the Melody of the tuneful Tribes, by 
more rational Notes, and muſt ſend up the Breath of 
Praiſe, with the Odours of the Morning, to our com- 
mon BenefaQor. If our Views of Nature do not lead 


us up to Deity and excite fuch grateful Senſation in us, 


they are very imperfe&, and will not have that prbpiti- 


ous Influence on our Temper, which we with they 


| ould havr + 


I Confeſs, Gentlemen, ſaid Eugenio, your Con- 
verſation has opened to me a new Senſe or Avenue to 
Pleafure, of which I ſcarce knew-any Thing before. 1 


did not doubt indeed, that a Man had great Pleaſure in 
ſurveying his Gardens, either as they were his own 


Property, or as he laid them out himſelf, and ſaw them 
e | | riſing 
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ring! into Ordet and Perſection, in Conſequence of his 
own Plans. Nor Was it hard to conceive, how the Bo- 
tanift or Naturaliſt felt fuch Delight, in tracing the 
Structure, Beauty and Uſes of the ſeveral vegetable or 
animal Tribes, the Properties of Minerals, Foſſils, and 
the like, with the Proceſs of Luſus Nature in each of 
them. But that an ordinary Spectator ſhould feel any 
peculiar Enjoyment from green Fields, ſhady Groves. 
and fair Weather, other than what the Verdure, or 


Shade, or good Air -affords, I could not ſo eaſily 
enter into. Hencefor th 1 ſhall imagine I fee ſome 


natural and inexpreſſible Beauty in every Piece of 
Landſcape, be it ever ſo rude or ſimple. I ſhall __ 
the Enjoyment of a blue Sky, a clear Sun-ſhine, 
mild Air, and blooming Fields, an higher and more 
refined Kind of Luxury. As I am no Enemy to the 
encreafing our Pleaſures, and the Enjoyment propoſed 
is a Way both to encreaſe and diverſify them, I would, 
by all Means, admit it info the Rank of our more rati- 
onal Delights: and therefore, I ſhall make it my Buſinefs 
to gain that Taſte, which is neceſſary to reliſh it. On- 
ly I want to know more particularly of my Friends So- 
pbron and Hiero, how this Taſte is to be acquired, that 
T may alſo learn, in due Time, to grow a Rhapſodiſt, 
and may fall into Raptures, when I walk into the 
Fields on a fair Day, even without the Aſſiſtance of a 
fair Companion. 


Upon this, he looked towards Hiero ** Sipbrom, 
expecting their Anſwer. The one ſeemed to wait 


when the other ſhould fpeak ; at length, Sophron broke 


filence by faying, that he'thought Eugenio might eaſily 
colle&, from Hero's Obſervations, how this new Taſte 


was to be gained, vis. by the frequently converſing with 


La sture. How would any Maſter in the fine Arts, con- 


X 2 tinued 
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tinued he, form his Pupil to a Taſte of Painting and 
Statuary ? Would not he adviſe him to, turn his At- 
tention from whatever; was ſhewy, falſe,” and of a 
bad Taſte, to ſtudy the Works of the moſt celebrated 
Performers, obſerve the living. Graces, the Prepor- 
tions of the ſingle Figures, as well as the Ordonnance 
of the whole Piece, and ſo continue his Study, till he 
ad got an Eye for the Truth of Deſign, and Beauty 
of Compoſition ? This Advice becomes eaſier, . when 
applied to the Study of Nature. . Here, there is No- 
thing falſe, miſplaced, or 'defeQive. Eyen thoſe Works 


which appear moſt uncomely and irregular, do, upon 
a thorough Search, approve themſelves to the moſt 


critical Eye, being perfect in their Kind, and fully 
proportioned to: their End. Let the intellectual Eye 
therefore be but kept open, let it attend to the Face of 
Nature, and it will ſoon diſcern a Depth of Deſign, a 

Symmetry of Parts, and Perfection of Workmanſhip, 
that ſhall raiſe its Admiratign, and convince it, that 
a ſuperior and governing Intelligence pervades and 
animates the Whole. I believe, Eugenio will readily 
acknowledge, that we naturally catch Impreſſions, and 
are wrought into Diſpoſitions correſpondent to thoſe 
Objects with which we are converſant, and to thoſe 
Circumſtances in which we are placed. Objects of 
Grandeur ſtrike the Mind with pleaſing Awe and Aſto- 
niſhment ; ſuch as are new or uncommon, with Sur- 
prize; and the being often converſant with beautiſul 


Forms and Images, both cheers the Mind, and gives 


it a more refined and elegant Turn. The Aſpe& and 
Air of our Company ſtrongly affeQs us, as it is gay 
and chearful, or gloomy and ſad. Now, I imagine 


| that every Part of Nature wears a certain Air peculiar 


to itſelf, and has ſome Dr characteriſtical of it 
ty 4 which 
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which it exhibits to the SpeQator; and which introduces 
upon him a certain Air, Impreſſion, or Diſpoſition of 
à ſimilar Species. Thus, the Darkneſs and ſtill Horror 
of a thick Wood, or of Milton's Dun Obſcure, has 4 
certain awful Air, which raiſes a ſolemn Kind of Awe 
and Melancholy. A ſweetly flowing Stream, or a clear 
tranſparent Fountain, with its Waters bubbling up, 
gives us an Image of Serenity, and lulls the Mind into 
a gentle Softneſs! Birds ſinging, Sheep bleating, Herds 
lowing, and numberleſs Creatures baſking or fluttering 
with Delight in the Sun's Beams, awaken''a Scene of 
Gaiety and Innocence, which fills us with Joy and : 
ſocial Sympathy. The craggy Precipice, the vaſt 

dreary Wild, or darkſome Cavern, has a gloomy and 
tremendous Air, that harrows the Mind with a delight- 
ful Horror. The more beautiful Scenes and finiſhed 
Architecture of Nature, wear that auguſt and noble 
Mein, which compoſes the Mind into Thought and 
Attention, and leads us up to infinite Wiſdom and 


Defign. It was thus that Arcadia's Paſtures exhibited 


fuch Scenes of rural Innocence and Simplicity, and 
Dodona's Grove had Something majeſtic and divine 
about it. Thus did Parnaſſus inſpire its tuneful Inha- 
bitants, and Heliton refreſh with its poetic Streams. 
Frequent Converſe renews: the Impreſſions we firft re- 
ceived, and by Degrees introduces that Turn of Mind 
and Genius, which the particular Objects are adapted to 
promote: We contract a Similarity of Air and Habit, 
become gloomy or gay, awed or pleaſed, thought- 
ful or diſſipated, as the Scenes which paſs before us 
breath'the one or the other Air, and are formed to 
affe& us, in this or that Manner. Let Eugenio theres 
fore follow Nature to her ſolemn and awſul Receſſes, 
if he would be ſerious and indulge a pleaſing Melan- 
wa 1 | X 3 choly, 


vour his Retreat and inſpire his Meditations. 
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choly. If he would-ſpread a Calm over his Thoughts 
and Paſſivns, let him bang over the gentle Rivulet or 
moſſy Fountain, till the ſoft Diſpoſition has crept upon 
him; if he would baniſh Care and ſullen Grief, Things 
1 ſuppoſe him but little acquainted with, let him mix 
in the gladſome Circle, where Nature exhibits Scenes 
of rural Feſtivity and Innocence, But if he has a 
nobler Ambition, to converſe with Wiſdom. and the 
ſovereign Genius of Nature, he may find him any 
where, in the ſunny Glade or the dark Gloom, the 
lenely Deſart or the peopled Grove, but chiefly in 
thoſe Seats, where Beauty, and Grandeur, and Joy re- 
fide. A Tafte for ſuch high Converſe being once 
formed, we ſhall be diſpoſed to enjoy it often, and 
know better what Value to ſet upon the inferior 
Kinds of Correſpondence. n 5 

I can eaſily conjecture, ſubjoined Conflant, what 
Kind of Diſpoſition Eugenio would chuſe moſt to in- 
dulge. Notwithſtanding all his Paſſion for the Ladies, 
I do not believe he would chuſe to retire into the lone- 
lieſt Corner of a Wood, to ſigh and languiſh in ſober 
Melancholy. He. will hardly trouble himſelf, J judge, 
with inſcribing their Names on the Bark, or ſoften 
himſelf into Tears over the Cryſtal Fountain. He will 
incline rather to enliven his Thoughts with the jovial 
Scene, and chuſe to aſſume that gay Air, which will 
deſt ſuit the Company he loves to frequent. I ſhall 
be much edified when, inſtead of dealing his Wit and 
Bows among the Ladies, I catch him with a Book in 
his Hand, a Shaftsbyry perhaps, or a Thomſon, our 
excellent philoſophical Poet, in ſome unfrequented 
Field or Lane, throwing out philoſophic Rhbapſodiee, 
and ſolemnly invoking the Genius of the Place to fa- 


I am 
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I am wonderfully: indebted, replied Eugenio, to my 
Friend, for the Compliment he pays to my Diſpoſition 
in ſuppoſing it ſo ſociably turned, and exempt from ſome 
of thoſe, Weakneſſes, which Philoſophers themſelves, 
forgive me, Gentlemen] are no Strangets to, at Times. 
It ſhould ſeem, Confant knows my Character perfectly, 


ſince he can ſo well aſcertain what may or may not 
happen to me. For my Part, I ſhall not promiſe for 


myſelf, what Changes may come upon me, when I find 
my ſober Friend among the Poſſeſſed, his Eyes glowing 
with; the deep-felt Madneſs, and his Mouth . emitting 
oracular Reyeties.in looſe Numbers. I thall then moſt 
certainly catch the Contagion, and grow a Reveur in 
my Turn. However, be that as it will, I begin to 
underſtand a little of Sophron's Philoſophy. I have 
often felt Places and Things infectious. Why then 
may not particular Aſpects of Nature be catching too? 


If the Infection be fo delightful withal, as you, Gentle» 
men, have repreſented it, I am refolved to put myſelf 
in a proper Poſture for being ſeized with it. I ſhall 


with more Pleaſure indulge the growing Paſſion, fince 


1 find that a Man is not ſecluded from the beſt of 


Company in thoſe ſolitary Receſſes. I think I ſhall be 
ambitious henceforward, to cultivate an Acquaintance 
ſo ſublime, and-lay myſelf open to thoſe ſacred Irradi- 
ations he ſhall deign to communicate to me. I ſhall 
moſt willingly diſengage myſelf from the gay Throng, 
if perchance I ſhall diſcover Truth in her retired Paths, 
or be admitted to thoſe holy Haunts, where Wiſdom 
dwells enſhrined, and tunes the Soul to Ser and 
Rite“? 

When Hero had wilted for ſome Time, to ſee if 
any of the Company inclined to ſpeak, and none offer- 
ed; I perceive, ſaid he Eugenio will, in due Time, grow 
* Fl 
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a Proſelyte to this myſtical Philoſophy. Nature may 
become another of his Miſtreſſes, and warm his Heart 
with as real Raptures, as he ever felt for the lovelieſt 
Maid. And 1 dare ſay, ſhe will inſpire him with No- 
thing but chaſte Deſires, and a guiltleſs Flame, exempt 
from thoſe Alarms, Jealouſies and Diſappointments, to 
which lawleſs Paſſions are ſo often ſubject. Therefore 
I wiſh it much, for the Advantage and Improvement of 
our Youth, that their Tafte was early formed to reliſh 
the Beauties of Nature, and thoſe no leſs rational and 


manly, than innocent and lawful Pleaſures, which reſult 


from the Contemplation of Still-Life. When they are 
once engaged in Active-Life, they have ſeldom Inclina- 
tion or Leiſure to purſue ſuch Meditations ; their Fan- 


cies and Paſſions are abſorbed either in the buſy Scene, 


or the Whirl of Pleaſure. If, therefore, before they 
are hurried into the World, their Minds could be ſea- 
ſoned with theLoveof Nature, if they could be brought 
to admire the Charms of Still-Life, and the Delights of 
rural Innocence and Simplicity, I am apt to believe, it 
would give their Thoughts a ſober and ſedate Turn, 
make them better acquainted with themſelves and their 


Connections with the Univerſe, cheriſh a Spirit of De- 


votion, and be a Kind of Antidote againſt the Corrup- 
tions of the World.” Nature never depraves any one's 
Taſte for true Pleaſure, or ſpoils the Tone of the Paſ- 
fions. Tis Company, the Bribes or Terrors and va- 
rious Allurements of the World, that unhinge the 


Mind, and unnerve its Reſolutions. FalſePleafures and 


vicious Amuſementsonly charm and gain the Aſcendant 


over the Mind, becauſe it is unaccuſtomed to thoſe 


that are mixed and proportioned to the Dignity of our 


Nature. Could our Youth be engaged in thofe natural 
Inveſtigations, which may be beſt purſued in the Coun- 


try 
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try; ſuch as obſerving the Growth and Propagation of 
Plants, the Generation, Inſtincts, Paſſions and Oeco- 
nomies of Birds, Inſects, and other Animals, and the 
Changes ſome of them undergo, in paſſing through dif- 
ferent States, and were they to be accuſtomed. to the 
making Experiments on theſe and other natural Sub- 
jeQs ; I am convinced it would not only employ them 
in a Sphere of very rational Activity, but likewiſe open 


a Scene of immenſe Delight for their Entertainment. 


This would give a Refinement and Dignity to their 
Taſte, and be an excellent Counter- balance to the Im- 
preſſions of ſenſual Pleaſure; it would inure them to 
Contemplation, and prepare them for entering into the 
more active Stations of Life, with leſs Hazard than they 
commonly do. Could they ſtill exalt their Speculati- 
ons, by taking the Deity into them, as they will hardly 
fail to do, when they are once fairly engaged in natural 
Reſearches, and diſcern the Reflections of Divinity 
darting upon them from every Object in Nature, it 
would wonderfully enlarge their Conceptions, and 
mak e them ſee every Thing in a fair or a grander Light. 
Could they once feel the inſpiring Preſence, and ſet on 
foot a Correſpondence with theall-enlivening Genius 
of Nature and Mankind, I perſuade myſelf they would 
often retire to theſe ſolitary Scenes, where he preſents 
himſelf to the intelleQual Eye, whiſpers Peace to the 
tumultuous Paſſions, and ſheds a virtuous Rapture 


through the Mind, that is only to be felt. They would 


not then dread to be alone, as we fee they too often 
do; but think themſelves leaſt ſo when in Company 
with ſuch a ſuperior Preſence. Such Intercourſe could 


ſcarce fail to ennoble the Mind, and give it quite other 
Views of the World and its Affairs. If it did not lead 


the pious Initiate to deſpiſe thoſe Intereſts which em- 
ploy 
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ploy and agitate his Fellow-Mortals on the common 


Stage of Life, it would at leaſt give him a Mind ſupe- 


rior to the little Contentions that divide them, and 
quel! thoſe peeviſh Paſſions that may ariſe, when he 
comes to engage in the Buſtle himſelf. It will preſerve 
him, in a great Meafure, undazzled with the Pomp of 
Life, the Glare of a Court, and Seductions of Pleafure ; 
make him enjoy himſelf better in the midſt of Buſineſs 
and Proſperity, and ſupport him with a becoming Dig- 


nity under the various Changes and Calamities of Life. 
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. conſider the excellent, Plan of moral Culture 
propoſed by Hiero at a late Meeting. But, as Phi- 
lander\ſeemed to lay ſo great -a Streſs, on thoſe early 
Aſſaciations of Ideas, we form in the firſt Part of our 
Life, and ſuppoſed that theſe had a conſidera ble Share 
in influencing our Temper and Manners, I ſhould. be 
exceedingly pleaſed to hear, his. Sentiments, How 
they are formed, and in what Manner they are to 
« be directed, ſo as to produce the moſt Virtuous and 
** dureable Habits.” I doubt not but his Opinion on 


this Subject, will direct us in the Progreſs of our 


3 


Converſation on the Plan now before us. 


I Think, replied Philander, looking vary ion, 
it is not a little hard that I, who bore ſo conſiderable 


a Burthen in the /aft Converſation, ſhould have a 
new one laid upon me in This, becauſe I happened 


occaſionally to mention a Thing, that had ſome Re- 
lation to the Subject we were upon. This is down- 
right Perſecution; and therefore, I + propoſe, that to 
puniſh Sophron for attempting it, He be obliged to be- 
gin with the Subject he has ſtarted.” 

The Company continuing to look ſtedfaſtly at Phi- 
lander, let him know they joined in the Perſecution 
he complained of, and would not excuſe his declining 
the Taſk impoſed on him. W Philander 
went on thus: 


| Since, 
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Since, Gentlemen, you appear ſo reſolute to per- 
ſecute me, you are not to expect that I can, all of a 


ſudden, unprepared as I am, ſpeak diſtinctly on” fo 
delicate an Argument.” However, to ſhew my Wil- 


lingneſs to comply with your Deſire, I ſhall NDS | 


my Sentiments to your. candid Contare, as they pate: 
ne. | 


I think it will be univerſally Bowe) Wet the 


' Aſſociations or . Knots of Ideas (if 1 may ſo call 
them) which we join together in moral Subjects, or 
thoſe Things which conſtitute our Complex Notion of 


Happineſs, are the Cauſe of our right or evrong Tafte, 


the Origin of Motion to our Paſſions, and conſequent- 
"Iy to our Conduct, and the Spring of our Happineſs 
or Miſery in Life. It muſt, therefore, be an Affair of 
the utmoſt Importance in Education, to ſettle juſt 
' Aſſociations in the Minds of Youth, and to break and 
diſunite wrong ones. The doing this aright, I take 
to be the grand Art or Engine of moral Culture. Tt 
is in the Imagination, as I obſerved before, or in that 
'middle Faculty of the Mind between Senſe and Reflec- 


tion, that thoſe Images of Beauty and Good are form- 
ed, which ſway our Reſolutions and guide our Paſſi- 


"ons. Truth, unſupported by theſe, or ſeparate from 
them, makes but à faint Impreſſion on our Minds. 


Thus, let a Miſer be ever fo much convinced that 


Money is only the. Means of Enjoyment, not the 


End, and that it is only valuable as far as it is uſeful 


for attaining that End; I ſay, let him be convinced 
of This as much as of the Truthof any Propoſition in 
' Euclid; ſtill the Images of his Bags and ſhining Metal, 
with all the annexed Ideas of Property, Enjoyment, 


Security againſt Want, Independence, and the like oc- 


"cur; which make him Fancy an Happineſs in the mere 


0 Poſ- 


| Complex Phantom, or Idea of Felicity, is no eaſy Taſk. 
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ſeſſion, ſeparate and quite diſtin from the Uſe: In 
vain do you tell him, that his Happineſs i is a Dream, 
that he hugs a mere Phantom; he bleſſes himſelf: in 
the Deluſion; and thinks your Taſte vicious, while 
he approves and acquieſces in his own. It muſt, there. 


fore, be of the laſt Conſequence to have a corred I- 
magination, or, in other Words, to unite the Images of 
Beauty and Good, with our Perceptions of + Truth and 
Nature. But how to trace theſe ſeveral Combinatione 
of Imagesand Ideas, which go.to the compounding our 


I believe we muſt proceed in the Way: ag —— or 


Induction. 


The Human Mind has a monk: Subtlety f in 


| eee Ideas, which have frequently little or no 


Relation to each other, and conſequently in heightening 


exceedingly the Value of any Object or Enjoyment, by 
Means of that Aſſiciation. A Sprigof Laurel or of Oak, 


a Cap, or a Staff, are in themſelves, Things of incon- 


ſiderable Value; but, if viewed as Badgesof Diſtinction, 
Honour, Power or Pre- eminence, they riſe high in the 


Account, and axe courted with inſatiable Eagerneſs. In 


like Manner, we ſhall find, that the Pleaſures of the 


Animal Life make but a poor Figure in the Eyes of the 
Generality, when they ſtand alone; and that they 
borrow their chief Dignity and Importance from the 


| bigher Principles of our Nature. A plentiful Table, 


and Variety of choice Wines, are not very highly 


rated, if they are dis ointed from Images of Fellowſhip, 


Entertainment, Shew or of genteel Taſte. There- 
fore Ideas of Beauty and Good, drawn from the finer 


Senſes and Paſſions, are preſented to the Imagination, 


and by it coupled with thoſe: of the inferior and gro 


I fer Kind, The Gratifications of the eternal Senſes; 


— v.03. 1, * of 


254 DIALO GUE s concerning 

of Taſte, Smell, and the reſt, are ſoon over and grow 
flat with Enjoyment; but they gain a new Reliſh, when 
they are blended with thoſe nobler Senſations, which ac- 
company our ideas of Beauty, Grandeur, Order, and: 
Harmony. All theſe, in their Turn, acquire an. higher. 


Luftre and Reliſh, when combined with our moral 
Perceptions of Decency, Honour, Generofity, public 
Spirit. Theſe Aſſociations and Mixtures of the higher 
with the lower Species, or Images of Beauty and Good, 
or of natural with moral Forms, are often made fo 
inſenſibly and by ſuch caſual Encounters, that it is 
frequently next to impoſſible to know, how and when 
they were made. Let us try however, if we can trace 
them in a few Inſtances; which will at the ſame Time 
ſerve to convince us, that the leading Paſſions in the 
Conduct of Lite, derive their main Strength from 
miſtaken Alliances of Beauty and Good, and may 
poſſibly ſuggeſt to us ſome uſeful Hints towards the 
disjoining unnatural and forming juſt Aſſociations. 
\. Let us take a young Nobleman. or Gentleman, Heir 
to a fine Fortune, ſuch as the Youth whom Simplicius 
deſcribed to us, but the other Night. No ſooner does 
he begin to make Obſervations, and take Notice ofwhat 
in doing about him, than he perceives a certain Re- 
ſpect paid to bim, on account of his Rank and For- 
tune, diſtinct from his perſonal Qualities, and frequent - 
Iy without Regard bad to them. He ſees Servant; 
humble, Dependents obſequious, Companions com- 
plaiſant, Strangers courteous and full of Deference to 
him. his Parents taking State upon themſelves, and 
ever and anon putting him in Mind of his Family and 
Rank. Thus is he accuſtomed to aſſociate Birth and 
Forrune, with Ideas of Superiority, Greatneſs, Dignity 
and: Deſert. This is got all. He daily obſerves a. 
| | | - particular 
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Particular Streſs laid, and many Eneomiums beſtowed 


on a ſplend id Equipage, an elegant Table, rich Fur- 
niture, ample Gardens. A Tafte, a Spirit, Meas of 


Splendor, Beauty, Magnificence, and refined Enjoys 


ment are joined with theſe, and ſeem to juſtify thoſe 


_ Paſſions of Love and Adwiration, with which they are 


eyed and purſued. Next, he goes to Town; mixes 
with the gay Circle, frequents the Court, ſees the Ho- 
mage paid to a Ribbon, a Star, a Garter.———Prece- 
dencies, Titles, the Favour of the Prince, the Powet 
of ſerving one's Friends, Country, and Dependents, 
are all connected with thoſe ſhining Badges of Diſtinc- 
tion and blende together in his Complex Idea of Hap- 
pineſs. -He finds that a Place and Weight in Par- 
liament are neceſſary to obtain theſe :——he forms 
Schemes of Oppoſition, or of Submiſſion and Service: 
to thoſe in Power, to make good his Point. If fair 
and generous Means will not prevail, baſe and ſordid. 
one's muſt be uſed, even in Extremes, by Profuſion or 
Parcimony ; Oppreſſion of his Inferiors, Attendance 
and Flattery to his Superiors. Thus Honour, Inte- 
grity, Independence and Magnanimity, are all ſacrificed: 
to his confuſed Image of Grandeur and Felicity. Pro- 
ſtitution, Servitude, and Corruption of every Kind, 
ſucceed them. You ſee, by what inſenſible Steps our. 
young Gentleman riſes in the Scale of Beauty and 
Good, and ſtill blends moral Qualities with natural 
and ſenſible Images, to piece up his general Syſtem, or 
rather Medley of Happineſs, till he ſi nks, at length, into 
moral Depravity and Wretchedneſs. 

Let us take another Inſtance from lover Life, 
where we ſhall find other unjuſt Combinations, the 
Sources of infinite Deluſion and Miſconduct. A Child 


— very early, his Parents, Nurſes, and all about 


Y 2 him 


6 


ſpecious Maſks - 
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him, ſhewing a vaſt Fondneſs for Money; the Man 


who has it, is careſſed and eſteemed happy; he who 
wants it, is defpiſed and acconnted miſerable. Wealth | 
iz pointed out to him, as the End of his Studies, and 


his preſent - Toils are compenſated. with a pecuniary 
Gratification. Perhaps his own Train of Life leads 
him to purſue it; he ſees numberleſs Rivals engaged 
in the ſame Purſuit ; infinite Struggles, a great Duſt 
raiſed, and many Frauds practiſed to come at it. How 
is it poſſible for him not to aſſociate Ideas of Honour, 
Worth, Charader, Dignity, and Happineſs, with what 
ts thus univerſally courted, admired, and paſſionately 
ſought ? This crouded Image immediately haunts him 
in Company and Solitude, and never leaves importun- 
ing him, till he has laid down a Plan for acquiring 
the beloved Enjoy ment. Mean while other Ideas, 
from the Quarter of the fairer Affections, join their 


Allurements to confirm his Determinations and urge 
the. Purſuit; Dread of Want, Love of a Family, 
Concern ont Friends, Power of doing Good, and 
The Paſſion is veiled with theſe 
Being now engaged in the buſy 
Succeſs adds 
to his Ardour, nay Diſappointments and Oppoſition 
The Pleature or Profit he is 
perhaps only the Occaſion of to Others, dignify his“ 
The new Reſpect he daily meets with, 
enhances the Value of his Poſſeſſions, and enlivens his 
Senſe of the Worth and Excellency of the Owner. ' 
At laſt he becomes paſſionately fond of Money itſelf, 


the Like. 


Scene, he grows fond of the Chaſe. 


whet his Appetite.— 


Purfuit.— 


without any farther Views, and finding it impoſſible 


to diſunite his Ideas of Wealth and Merit, he, by ſub- 


tle Refinements, comes to think no Ways mean or 
2 | baſe * 
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| thaſe which lead to that, which he now . as 
is chief Good. 


It were eaſy. in the ame- Way of InduStion, to trace 


ths other ruling Paſſions to their reſpective Sources 
. of Aſfociation. I ſhall only mention one more, the 
Lee of Pleaſure, Good Living, is, by the Generality 


oſteemed the Mark of a good Taſte, of Splendor and 
Elegance; and therefore thoſe Ideas are early annexed. 


to a well-furniſbed Table. Whereas Ideas of a bad 


'Tafte, a ſordid Meanneſs, and Narrowneſs of Soul, are 
connected with a poor Table. Siugar-Cakes and 
Sweet · meats are the Child's Rewards, for having per- 
formed his Taſk well ——— Diſhes well - prepared and 
richly ſeaſoned, are ſpoken of wich great Delight and 
Reliſh —— The Appetite is provoked by Variety. 
Afterwards, when he comes to form Parties of Plea- 
ſure with his Companions, the Entertainment is won- 
derfully enhanced by moral Images of Sympathy, Good- 
Fellowſhip, Tafle- in Expence, giving and re- 
ceiving Pleaſure. It is theſe that add Dignity and Im- 
portance to Hunting. Gaming, and Drinking. At 
length Gallantry engages his Attention, and he muſt 


ſhewy his Taſte of polite Life, by conducting an Amour. 


Here an agreeable Face and Air are always ſuppoſed 
to expreſs, ſome, fine moral Quality or Diſpoſition, as 
Good-nature, Frankneſs, Tenderneſs, Dignity, or the 
Like.— This complex Idea firſt begets the Attachment, 
and next puts him upon forming ſome Scheme to ac- 
compliſh his Deſigns. His own Honour, and the 
Figure he is like to make among his. Companions, 
according as he ſucceeds or not, increaſes his Eager- 
neſs in the Purſuit. Probability of Succeſs high- 
tens his Paſſion An unſortunate Bar thrown in 
his Way enlarges his Idea ofj the Diſhoncur of a Dif. 

FI 2ppointmen* 
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. appointment, and puts him on mending his Plan. A 


kind Return, or any Mark of a reciprocal Paſſion, 


adds new Fewel to his. ——His Vanity improves 
. theſe Tokens in his own Favour, and makes him 
_ think his Regards honourable.— The Delight of exe- 
cuting a Scheme projected by himſelf, and the mural 


Species of Benevolence, Sympathy, and giving Pleaſure, 
wonderfully ſtrengthen + the Aſſociation, and often 
juſtify to the unwary Purſuer, the fouleſt and moft 


diſhonourable Actions. Counter-Aſſociations come 


in, as Aids to confirm him in this Courſe of Pleaſure. 


duch are the Shame of an idle Life, the Reproach 


of Want of a Taſte and Refinement in Pleaſure.— 
The Apprehenſion of diſhonourable Imputations a- 
mong the Ladies, and his own Sex too; of unacquaint- 
edneſs with the World, for Inftance, Hatred of the Sex, 
Stoicifm, and the like. Sometimes the Coldneſs or 
Contempt of another Perſon ; frequently Emulation 
and Revenge: all which he combines with the Ideas 
of Manhood, Generofity, Delicacy, Senfibility to Ho- 
nour, and . juſt Indignation for being ill uſed. It is 
theſe, and the like Aſſociations of moral Qualities with 
natural Beauty and Good, which prompt the Man of 
Pleaſure to repeat the ſame diffolute and immoral 
Courſes, till his Character is ſunk, and he becomes 
totally enervated and vicious. —But whither, Gentle- 
men, does the SubjeQ hurry me ? I had almoſt forgot 
I was ſpeaking in Company. I muſt beg you to aſſiſt 
me, in going through the Subject, or at leaſt to accom- 
pany me in the Remainder of ſo tedious an Inveſtiga- 
tion. For I proteſt, 1 am tired already, with that Part 
of the Courſe I have gone over, ſhort as it is. | 
I do not know, ſaid Eugenio, who will undertake 
to figiſh what you have ſo happily begun. For my 
h Part, 
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Part, I confeſs, I am no Sportſman for ſuch high Game. 
But methiaks, from the noble Hints which you have 


given, how Aſſociations are formed, and how ſome of 


our leading Paſſions grow to ſuch an unwieldy Size 


and Vigour, I could, by following the ſame Track, 
find out, how the Caſe often ſtands with the other Sex, 
and ſhew, by what unhappy Aſſociations, their Paſſions 


naturally tender and generous, do frequently run into 


Exorbitancies, deſtructive to themſelves, and generally 
grievous to thoſe with whom they are conneQted- 

The Company appeared curious to hear Eugenio on 
10 delicate a Subject, eſpecially as it would afford Phi- 
lander a little breathing Time, to reſume his Theme 
with freſh Spirit and Vigour, —Accordingly, Eugenio, 
ſeeing all Eyes fixed upon him, with a Smile on his 
Countenance, proceeded in this Manne. 

Think not, Gentlemen, that I am to give you an 
Hiſtory of the whole Sex, or enter into a Detail of all 
thoſe fatal or fantaſtical Aſſociations, which they hap- 
pen to make. 'This were Task enough to fill whole 
Volumes. Therefore all I mean to do, is only to note 
ſome of thoſe gentle Gradations, by which ſome I. a- 
dies advance in the Scale of Beauty and Good, till they 
work themſelves up into molt diſquieting and ny” 
vernable Paſſions — 

I ſhall ſuppoſe our Young Lady not yet out of he? 
Hanging-fleeves, her Charms opening apace and b oom- 
ing in the Eye of her Parents. The Attention and 
Pleaſure with which they ſurvey her, and the Pains 
taken to dreſs her out to the greateſt Advantage maks 
the little Thing ſoon begin to obſerve herſelf, and 
fond to catch the Attention of Beholders:. She early 
perceives the Reſpe@ paid to Beauty, Dreſs, and the 
ge Mien and Appearance: How one is celebrated 
* —— for 


for her exact Features and delicate Complexion; ano- 
ther for her fine Shape and lovely Air; how a third:is 
commended for her rich Cloaths and true Taſte in 
Dreſs. To theſe naturalor adventitiaus Graces,. the. 
ſoon. learns; to annex Juen: of Dignity, Mortb, and 
Amiablineſs.'; She takes Notice, that the herſelf attracts 


higher Regard, when ſhe is in full Dreſs, or is more 


oblervant of her Cartiage and Demeanour chan r 
nary. This increaſes her Value for them, which 

ſtill heightened by the Proſpect of giving Pleaſure to 
others. The. Illuſion is conßrmed by the fond Careſſes 
of her Parents, and the Flattery of Servants—By this 
Time, our young Beauty ſteps farth- into the World, 
where every Thing gaudy in Figure, 'Dreſs, Jewels, 
| Equipage, and outward Ornament, ſoon ſeizes bet 
giddy, roving Eye.” In almoſt every Place and Com- 
Pany, „ ſhe hnds theſe Things principally regarded, and 
thoſe. Perſons, moſt diſtinguiſhed who diſcover a ſupe- 
rior Taſte in them. To theſe therefore ſhe adjoins a 
thouſand images of Grandeur, Elegance, | Politeneſs, 


and Decor um, which: play | continually. in ber Sight. 


n a a ſhott Time, She: herſelf draws the Attention 
of the Beau Inde. Her Beauty and Air, her Taſte 
in Dreſs: hex Addreſs and Behaviour, are in every 
Body's Mouth. The pretty Fellows agle her, vifit, 


und toaſt ber ehe grows important in her on 


Eyes, and imagines innumerable Graces included In 
her Beauty, and the other perſonal Advantages the 
poſſeſſes. I fear! even the better and more ſobet 
Part of our Sex. (Lſpeak it not without Shame) con- 
tribute to the unguarded Charmer's: Deluſton. 
The Submiſſian' and Homage paid her, oſten perhaps 
without Deſign, teach her to combine: Ideas of 
9 eri and Domikjom. with | Beanty 
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—— Hente ariſe ſome confuſed Deſigns of Conqueſt, 


which ire ſoftened with the fairer Appearances of 


ſhewing Pity, diſtributing Favours, giving Pleaſure, 
bumbling che proud, and ſhewing Preference to the” 
modeſt Admirer. One Conqueſt makes Way for | 
more, and a freſh Admirer ſprings up in anothet's Room. 
n this conquering Career ſhe goes on for ſome 
Time before ſhe bethinks herſelf of any regular conſiſt- 
ent Scheme of Action. At length, perhaps Diſappoint- 
ments, Renioves, or Rivalſhips fix her Thoughts, and 
make her ſingle out from the illuſtrious Throng of 
Admirers ſome happy Youth, who fondly gazes on her 
Charms, and daily tells her ſome ſoothing Tale of 
Love. His Birth, Perſon. Fortune. Equipage, a ſſault 
her with a thouſand Solicitations. It is but Grati- 
tude, Honour, nay, and good Taſte to repay fo faithful 
2 Lover with mutual Tendernefs, —Befide, © his Paſſi- 
on, ſo melting and expreſſive ] comprizes in it every 
Idea of Excellence and Merit. It would be ſtacking 
and contrary to all -Juftice and Decorum not to make 
ſo deſerving. fo accompliſhed a Man happy. Thus 
ſne gives looſe Reins to a Paſſion, till it oaſſes all L 
Bounds, ——— Levity of Mind, Diſſipation of Fancy, 
wild Deſires, ' paſſionate Longings, Jealouſies, and 
fluQuating Reſolutions ſucceed. An handſome Join: 
türe, a C6ath and Six, Liveries. Jewels, Plate, ſump- 
tuous Dreſs, Furniture, and other glaring Phantoms 
fill ber Imagination, and ſuggeſt to her many attend- 
ing Images, and ftill auguſter ones of Honour and 
Preredency. The Obſequivuſneſs of her Inferiors, 
and Envy of her Equals, the Attention of the Great, | 
the Veneration "of thoſe ſhe loves, her Power of ſerv- 
ing them, and all this enjoyed in Company with the 
Perſon - who is deareſt to her in Life Thus has 


Our 
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_ . beloved Paſſion. 


our fair Adventurer, - ſetting aut from the inferior 


; Species of Beauty and Taſte, ; added one alluringForm 
to another, till, at length, ſhe has collected all this 
gay Aſſemblage of Ideas, to dreſs out her Phantom af 


Happineſs. And if any one of them be wanting, ſhe 


is reſolved not to be happy : If ſhe cannot be. ſo in 


the ordinary and approved Way, Nothing ſhall be too 
mean to do, Nothing too hard to bear, in order to it. 
Reputation, Friendſhip, Freedom, Honour, the 


Decorums of the Sex, muſt all be ſacrificed to the 
n. — che may undermine her Rivals, 
be tray our Sex, diſgrace her own, to gain her Point. 


It will be her ſingular F elicity, if ſhe doth not at length 


grow quite difſolute and abandoned in her Character, 
and fink into Diſgrace and Contempt ——Every 


E egree of the falſe Aſſociation perverts her 7 aſte of 
Life. and Happineſs, and produces a proportionable 


| Depravity of Temper and Manners ; and every De- 


gree of that Corruption produces a proportionable 
Degree of Diſquiet and Miſery. Therefore, I conclude 
with Philander, that it muſt be of high Importance to 


the Ladies, to keep their Imaginations correct and un: 
corrupted, and to form no Aſſociations, but ſuch as 


are connected with Truth, Virtue, and the Decorum of 
their Character Now, L hope, Philander will 


made. | 


* 


After Eugenio had done, the Company continued 
flent for ſome Time, waiting till Philander ſhould 
ſpeak. - But be appearing in amuſing Poſture, Conſtant 
brake Silence... I-thiak, ſaid he, Eugenio, and all ſuch 
degant. Spedlators, and profeſt Admirers of Beauty, 
ar 


again take up the Subject, and ſhew us, in what Man- 
ner thoſe unnatural Aſſociations may be either at firſt 
prevented or broken, when they unhappily have been 
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are particularly intereſted in the Demand he has made 
on Philander 4, as he himſelf has confeſſed, they were 
ſo apt to be deluded chemſelves, by thatimpoſingPhan- 
tom, and to affiſt in delnding the Women. It is of 
the utmoſt” Conſequence, that his and their Imaginati- 
ons ſhould be kept ſober and correct, ſo as to avoid: all 
foreign and unbecoming Mixtures. This would pre- 
ſet ve them from falling, many Times, into real, or at 
leaſt feigned Paſſions ; and would moreover fave the 
Pretty-Fellows a great Deal of ſervile Attendance, 
Flattery, Addreſſes, and Proftitution of their boaſted 
Superiority, to all the Weakneſs and Caprice of Wo- 
men. Wherefore, continued he, I muſt join with Eu- 
genio, in deſiring Fhilander to interpoſe his good Of- 
fices here, and to direct us, how to manage our Ideas 
and correct our Opinions of Beauty and Gd. 

Eugenio was going to make ſome ſmart Reply to, 
Conflant, when Philander foreſeeing a Skirmiſh from 
theit Looks, ſtept in between, and ſaid, 

I Perceive, Gentlemen, the Debate has begun to 
grow more inteteſting, ever ſince the Ladies were made 
the Subject of it. I am glad to ſee that Conflant too 
pleads for them, under the Maſk, however of acting 
for his ſuffering Friend, and is anxious, it would ſeem, 
that the Ladies ſhould commence Philoſophers, treat 
with their Ideas in Form, and call their pretty F ancies 
to a-ſtri&t Account. I hope this is a good Omen, that 
the Cauſe we are engaged in will be brought to an hap- 
py Iſſue: For my-own Part, I truſt, that the Genius 
of the Ladies (Which I here invoke) will bear me out 
in this important Argument, which I ſhall engage in 
with the more Alacrity and Confidence, as I ſhall all 
along W 2 ufer W in ſerving them. 
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important Search. 
ſaw, that the Infant- Mind is led up from the rude 
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We could not forbear ſmiling, at the Pleaſantry 4 


Pbilander's Diſcourſe, and the Rub he gave Conflant 
by the By; when he thus proceeded : 


EEO Een. Gentlemen. (ome of the Vial by 


which Aſfeciations are formed, and what briſk. Nike 


they give to thoſe leading - Paſſions, which generally 
conduct the Purſuits of Men. By what Standard then 


are we to combine andafſeciate our Ideas, . ſo as to form 


Juſ Opinions of Beauty, and Happineſs, and Good, and 
y what Standard ſhall we correct them, when they 


are wrong. ? Let Nature guide us here, as in other 
Caſes, and let our Ideas be meaſured and adjuſted to 
her unerring Rule, and we ſhall proceed right in this 
In our. /aft Converſation we 


Chaos of Matter, through a Scale of Beauty, or a 
Variety of beautiful Species or Forms, till it reaches 
the bigheſt Orders of Beauty and Intelligence. Na- 


ture has annexed Ideas of Beauty to thoſe Objects, in 


which there is, Order, Proportion, Defign, or a Io: 
dency to procure . Happineſs or Good ; to allure the 
Mind to contemplate thoſe Objects, and direct it in its 


| Choice of what is beſt. There is an Aptitude i in 


the different Orders of Beauty, to repreſent either na- 
fural Good, or ſome ſublimer moral Species. A 
regular Form ſuggeſts Uſe and Deſign—/imple Beauty 


exhibits Health ; Proportion, Strength the fine 


Colour and fawweet Smell of Fruit, its Wholeſomeneſs.; 
and Harmony ſuch Sounds as are adapted and agreeable 
to the Ear. The more complex Forms of Beauty and 
Harmony, ſuch as a Statue, a Piece of Painting, an en- 


tice Building, a Compoſition. of Muſic, and the like, if 


they are juſt, and withal grand in their Kind, repreſent 
a more refined Art, a larger Compaſs of De/ign, 3 
8 Correſ- 
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Correſpondence : and Symmetry. of Parts; Something, in 
Mort, more elaborate, a auguſt, and finiſhed, than your 
fempler ſpecies of Beauty. Beſide, the mere externgl 
Figure and Proportions of a Shape or Face, there axe 
certain finer Features, more latent Proportions, and 
exquiſite Airs, which denote Something open. /avely, ma- 
Tate, elegant, or on the other Hand, diſingennous, 
ſullen, mean, and aukward, which 1 it requires ; an inter- 
nal, or an acuter Senſe than ordinary to feel. Na- 
ture did, no Doubt, intend, by thoſe external Form 
and Images of Things, to expreſs nd lead us to1 
Admiration of her living Forms, or e of 
W crkmanſhip, on which ſhe has profuſely ſcattered ber a 
ſweeteſt. Rays of Beauty. Hence, the inferior 8 
ate chiefly valuable, when they are ſubjected to, and 
ſerve to ſet off, what is intelleQual and moral. Now, 
when we are caught with the external Form, which is 
but the mere Surface or Varniſh of Reauty, if I may be 
allowed the. Expreſſion, and look no farther ; or when 
we ſacrifice the internal, the moral, the living Charm, 
to a Paſſion for che other, we then inert the Order der gf 
Nature, by ſeperating. what Nature intended ſhould te 
joined together; I mean, the Love of the natur —5 
Beauty, from that © of the, moral Excellence or divine Spe- 
cies included in it; we mock ourſelves with a mere Sha- 
dow,, when the Subſtance, the very Soul, i is gone. Thus 
does, the Sham Patriot fancy, he retains "his 1 
Grandeur, and, Eminence, even when he has reigned 
his Honour, Liberty, and Independance ; "becauſe he 
is poſſeſſed of their mock” Forms ; of a Title perhaps, 
a Ribbon, or the ike miſtaken "Badges | of Dignity or 
Grandeur. Thus does the ſhallow Rake | pride! bimſelf 
in the Poſſeſſion of Beauty, when the Kees Charm of 
Innocence and Modeſty, which animated that. Beauty 
R 2 2 and 
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and which himſelf hach ſpoiled, is gone. Therefore we 
follow Nature, in forming our Aſeciations, only when 
we connect the moral Species or Qualities with thoſe 
Images or Forms of Beauty, to which he has united 
them, and by which ſhe deſigned. them to be repre- 
ſented and recommended. Bot when we annex Ideas 
of moral Beauty and Excellence, to Objects with 8 
they have no Bond of Union, or Connection by 
ture, or not in that Meaſure or Degree which we E 
poſe; the Aſſociation becomes unnatural, and the Source 
of a great Variety of Diſorders; as we fee in the 
Caſe of thoſe, who ſeek Fame from the moſt trifling 
or dangerous imaginary Accompliſhments, or of thoſe 
who would ſubſtitute Wealth, Beauty, Taſte in Dreſs, 
and Decorations of their Houſes or Gardens, in the 
Room of every Excellency. Or, we counter-act Na- 
ture, and form the perverſeſt Aſſociations, when we 
blend Tdeas of Worth, Honour, or Manhood, with 
any Thing baſe, knaviſh, or hurtful to Society or Man- 
kind; as is often the Caſe of Miſers, ſupple Courtiers, 
and thoſe who are falſely termed Gentlemen of Pleaſure- 
"How then ſhall we disjoin thoſe Troops of Ideas 
that have no Bond of Aſſociation in Nature, and yet 
are the Foundation and mean Support of ſuch durable 
and inveterate Habits ? And how connect our Ideas 
ot moral Excellence and Good, with their natural Ima- 
ges and Repreſentatives? This is no eaſy Taſk, being 
one of the niceſt Queſtions in Philoſophy; and there- 
fore, Gentlemen, if I expreſs myſelf inaccurately or 
obſcurely while I grope after it, I hope you will both 
excuſe and correct me. | 
The Perſons who are ſeized with the A denirating. of 
Wealth, Birth, Power, a Face, a Shape, as containing | 
Something orev ery Thing excellent, lovely and 455 rabli kom 
ian 
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in themſelves, or as neceſſarily connected with ſuch 

ualities ; are, l imagine, in the firſt Place to be con- 

vinced, or if you will to convince. themſelves, that 

there is Nothing intrinſically beautiful or becoming in 
the Things themſelves; that they may poſſeſs them 
without having thoſe Qualities which they aſſociate 

with them, and that therefore they are only ſo far 
, valuable, as they lead us towards the Conception and At- 
: tainment of the ſupreme Beauty, or what is originally 
amiable and good, Thus, the ambitious Youth, whom 
we took for our firſt Inſtance of a miſguided Imagi- 
nation, may be convinced that there is no neceſſary 
8 Connection between Rank, external Reſpect, or any 


2 of the Laages of Power and Grandeur, and real Worth, 
by Magnanimity, and Independence of Mind; by our 
5 ſhewing him, or by his attending himſelf to the many 


Inſtances of Fools and Knaves, who are poſſeſſed of 
thoſe, without a ſingle Grain of Merit or true Digni- 
ty, or, who have purchaſed them, at the Expence of 
their Honour, Liberty and Country. In like Man- 
ner, the nere Lover of Gain may be ſoon convinced 
that there is a thouſand wealthy Scoundrels, whom he 
himſelf deſpiſes—that no Wealth or Splendor. can co- 
ver and hide thoſe Stains of Infamy and Diſhonour, 
by which it was acquired that it is only the Uſe,” 


on the generous and honourable Expence, which digni- 

; math fies the Poſſeſſion and inveſts the Poſſeſſor in unfading 

* Honour. The Follower of Beauty and Pleaſure may 

ap be ſhewn, in the ſame Manner, that he miſtakes the true - 

PLL Road of Pleaſure, while being detained about the infe- 
rior and ignobler Species, he negleQs to purſue that 

\ : which he himſelfconfeſſes, in his more ſober Hours, to be 

P I of the higheſt Reliſh and Excellence that no true Paſs 


| fon can beraiſed without Virtue, or the Appearance 
45 2 2 of 
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of it und tbereföfe Row fooliſh it muſk be to doat on. 
the Shadow, when the Reality is wanting, or wantonly 
abuſed——and that it is in vain to talk of giving ot 


receiving Pleaſure, while he debaſes his own CharaQter, 


of ſubverts the Happineſs of the Perſon he profeſſes to 
love. Bur, am afraid, that even after the Under- 
finding i is fully convinced that thoſe Objects and 


Qualities have been leagued together, between which 
there is no natural or neceſſary Connection ad 


after the miſtaken Lover is fairly apprized, that be 


confounds the Species of Good and Beauty he purſues, 
or takes the moſt unlikely Road to attain what he 
profeſſes to ſeek ; yet frequently the Aſſociation con- 


tinues as ſtrong as ever, and the Images of Beauty 
and Good, which he has been all along accuſtomed to 
blend together; fill haunt his Imagination, and urge 
| him on to the fame Paſſions and Purſuits. He has 


contracted an Habit or Propenfity to a certain Courſe 
of Action, in Conſequence of certain 
Phantoms of Good paſſing continually before his Mind, 

which. Propenſity (fach'i is the Power of Habit) ſubſiſts 
after tlie Aſſociations are; in a good Meaſure, diſcern'd 
to be ill grounded. 
that the Paſſion or Habit ſhould be rooted up all at 
once. We muft undermine it, by Degrees, and by 


leſſer Trials at firſt, act againſt the Aſſociation which had 


miſled us. We . muſt put Reftraints bn our ſelves, 


where we can do it moſt eaſily, and forbear indulging 
our Paſſion above a certain Pitch. Thus, if we-are 


ſordid: Lovers of Gain, we are to try to reſign it in 
Matters of leſs Conſequence, and muſt make the Ex- 
periment, whether we do not add to the Excellence 
or Worth which we covet, by honourable and generous 
Abatements of private Auvihuge. 2 Man of Plea- 
ſure, 


Hociatibn or 


It cannot therefore be expected 


ſure, by ſacrificing ſome inferior, Gratifications, ; finds- 
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he gains conſiderably in higher Enjoyments, and that a. 
little Abſtinence and Self-Command is a real Refine 
ment in Pleaſure. The Lower, by giving a more manly, | 
Turn to his Converſation, or, by attending more to 
the moral Qualities of his Miſtreſs, may counter-work, 
the Influence of mere outward Appearances, and ex 
his Paſſion into a virtuous Friendſhip. Every Exerciſe 
therefore of this Kind, nay every Suſpenſion of theAQs, 
of Admiration, weakens and tends to break or ſubyert 
the ill Aſſociation or, Habit. Counter-Afſociations are par- 
ticularly uſeful for the ſame Purpoſe; if they are rightly , 
choſen, and borrowed from the Paſſion. itſelf, which we 
want to ſubdue or regulate. Thus, let KA Paſſion be, 
the Love of Fame the Dread of Dithonour from 100 
open an Avowal of it, the, Obſervation of Rivals, the a 
Glory of Self- denial in particular Inſtances, the Senſi- 
bility to ſubſtantial Honour, will all concur to break 
the falle Ahociations of Glory, which we have conneQ-, 
ed with unfuitable Qualities, and. conſequently A 
nith the Paſſion itſelf. 1 | 
With Regard to an * thoſe Looks, Ad, = 
titudes which haye created occaſional Averſions, and 
any Inſtances of Behaviour, or Appearances of Quali-,, * 
ties, contrary to thoſe, 1 formed the Attach- 
ment, any Falſehood, Inſenſibility or. Ingratitude ig 
the Perſon we admire, or any Circumſtance . — 
ever, contrary to that which firſt produced, or hath. 


ſince fed the Paſſion, will all contribute to ſupplant ar: , 


at leaſt reduce it within reaſonable Bounds. . But whats 
will ſerve inſtead of the ſtrongeſt Counter-Affociations us. 
keeping Company with Perſoas of à correct Imagina- 

tion, or of a different Taſte. and Way of Thinking 5 
from 0 we have all + indulged. For as % 


3 have 


% Diiioovss aui, 


| Hive been accuſtoined to affociate very different Sets 


of Ideas from ori, though their Tafte may at firſt 
Aſpleaſe and "ſhock us, yet their Felfowſhip, Sympa 


I wy in our Pleaſures and Pains, and the goed Opinion 


ich we are deſtrous they ſhould entertain of us, 
with all the nameleſs Circumſtances of Air, Geſture 
and Manners, will gradually unde our old: Aﬀeociati- 


on, and introduce, almoſt without any ſenſible Con- 
currence of ours, a new Bani of Ideas diametrically 
oppdfite to the former. Theſe, Gentlemen, are a 


few Hints of what occurs to the, at preſent, on this 
delicate dubject. 1 ſhall now willingly fubmit what 1 
have ſaid to your Judgment, and be exceeding glad 
16 hear your Opinion, concerniiig the whole Matter. 

Wen Philander ſtopt, the Company continued fi- 


lent, for fome Time; every one appearing more averſe 
than another to carry on whit Philander had ſo happi- 


by begun. At length Hiers, with a modeſt and inge- 


nuous Aspect, e awe: apr then at the 
Company, faid'thus : 


I think, Gentlemen, we owe no ſmall Thanks to 
Philinter, for having fo — complied with our 


joint Requeſt, ane treated ſo fully ſo important and 


delicite à Subject. He as, in my Opinion, given 4 
very fatisfactory Account of the Manner in which 
ſome very conſidy table Affortations are formetf and 


pointed but 2 rational Methed of proceeding againſt 
them; hut, where they are either inter woven with the 


Coiaftituiiod and Bent 6f the Mind, or are become ha- 
bitual to the Temper, through long Practice, they are 
not eaſily difunited, What greatly increaſes that Dif- 
tculty, bs the Current of popular and almoſt univerſal 


Opinion and Practice, which one muſt ftrive againſt. 


1 doubt Whether a few cold CI that 
the 
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the Aſociation is ill- founded, and that we are upon 4 
wrong Scent of Pleaſure or Good, will deſtroy the Pro- 
penſity we have contracted. Still our particular Taff 
prevails, which we think is the Rule, that ought to 
govern 5, and which points out what is beſt for us, 
though it may not be fo abſolutely and in its own N- 
ture. And how hall this Tafte be reQifed, while the 
Generality give their Sanction to it, by placing their 
Happinefs, or ſeeming at leaſt to do ſo, in Wealth, 
Honour. Power, Pleafure and the Like, and by con- 
necting Ideas of Merit and Excellency with the Pofſeſ- 
ſion of theſe ? Therefore the Opinion of the World 
aud the preſent Face of human Affairs, which carrieg 
ſueh an Aſpect to partial Good, and private Intereſt 


and Pleafure, frequently in Opypoliriow to wider Views 


and ſuperior Obligations, muſt rather confirm than 
weaken our falſe 4ſociations. In fuch a Situation to 
recommend Company to us as the Correctur, is, I am 
afraid, a precarious, if not a dangerous Method of 
Cure. I Confeſs indeed, we fall naturally into the 
ſame Way of Thinking with thoſe we converſe with, 
and therefore on the Suppoſition that our Companions. 
have a true Taſte and Diſcernment, we have a good 
Chance to be ſet right by their Influence z but muſt: 
we not firſt have correct Imaginations ourſelves, to 
be able to diſtinguiſh who are ſuch, from the giddy 
and miſtaken Herd? — : 
Nay, this is not all. For, fooun 8 Pbilande 
has ſaid, to me it appears that Nature itſelf does in 
ſome Meaſure miſlead us, by teaching us to form Con- 
nections of Ideas which often prove ptejudicial to the 
Intereſts of Vittue. Thus a beautiful Face or Air 
naturally ſuggeſts to us the Ideas of interior Worth, 
E Softneſs, or Grandeur. And where theſe Pre- 
poſſeſſions 
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poſſeſſions take Place, we can hardly forbear being car - 


ried forward to ſome Degree of Admiration and Fond- 
neſs. In like Manner, ſtately Structures, fine Gardens, 


with all the Symmetries and Decorations which accom- 
pany ihem, do as naturally impreſs us with Ideas of 
Grandeur, Elegance and fine Taſte. Muſic ſoftens: 
and unſtrings the Mind, and is oftner a Miniſter .to. 
Luxury than to Virtue. . And Pleaſure is ſo indolent, 


_ delirious and thrilling a Senſation, that it eaſily un- 


nerves the Reſolution of Youth, whoſe natural Fire 
ſtrongly co-operates with it; and unfinews even the 
more confirmed Purpoſes of Reaſon and Fhiloſophy, 
unleſs they have been eſtabliſhed into an Habit. It is 
from this Quarter, rather than from the Side of Gran- 


deur or Power, that I dread the greateſt Dangers will. 


ariſe, in Oppoſition to our moral Culture, and there- 
fore its chief Efforts ought to be employed in ſecuring 
unwary Youth againſt theſe. I hint this by the By. 


Let me add to all, that the Garbs of particular Profeſ- 


ſions and Orders of Men, not the Crown and, Mitre, 


and ſcarlet Robe only; but the Staves, Stars, Garters 
and other Badges of Honour, were originally Rewards 
of Merit; and by an arbitrary Connection, they were 


intended to repreſent it, and ſuggeſt Images of Dinſtinc- 
tion and Power. Now, Uſe, like a ſecond Nature, 


continues to make us annex to thoſe Objects the ſame 
Ideas of Dignity and Excellence, whether the Wearers 


are pofſeſſed of any ſuperior Merit or not. And 


wherever we difcern a Taſte for the inferior Species 


of Beauty or Works of - Deſign, we are apt to imagine 


likewiſe, that there is a true Taſte for Beauty and 


Order in higher Subjects. 80 that partly Nature, and 
partly Cuſtom, and the Uſage of the Age, open to us 


an inchanted Kind of Scenes} in which every Thing ap- 


pears 


I 
p 
2 
a 
Pe 
ni 
Ju 
of 
an 
thi 
of 


WY WW x” + Wo,” 'M 
i 


Dial, X. EDU ANTTTON 275 


pears double, or magnified beyond its due Proportion, 
and where, by a ſoft, but powerful and almoſt irrefiſ- 
tible Seduction, we are led into a Conceit of moral Ap- 
pearances without any juſt Foundation. The Imagi- 
nation is wrought upon and carried away, before the 
Judgment has Time to examine whether the Qualities 
of the Perſons correſpond to the fair outward Appear- 
ances. What then, Gentlemen, will ſecure us againſt 
this natural Kind of Seduction, and preſent the Images 
of Things ſound and uncorrupted, when the Objects 
around us appear double or diſtorted ? What will ſup- 
port us againſt the popular Stream, and correct the 


judging or the imaginative Faculty, when it is vitiated 


and obſcured? Muſt we not have recourſe to ſome 
higher Principle than Philoſophy, and invoke ſome 
Diviner Genius to aſſiſt us in this arduous Taſk ? 
When human Help fails in extraordinary Cafes, we 


natural!y look out for, and depend upon, ſuperior a. is 
Lam not for ſuperſeding human Induſtry and Appli- 


cation, whete they can be of any Uſe, nor for implor- 
ing, like the Fellow in the Fable, the Succour of 
Heaven on every trivial Occafion : But ſurely it is not 
only becoming, but our Duty to call in the Aſſiſtance 


of ' a God, when the Plot appears, otherwiſe, inextri- 


cable and truly worthy of a Divine Solution. For 
wherein can Heaven diſplay its Power with more Ad- 


vantage tö Mankind, than in purging and 3 


the Organs of mental Viſion, which were tinged with 

dlſcolouring Paſſions, or dazzled by a falfe Glare from 
without, and placing Objects in theit proper Lights, 
and of Conſequetice reſtoring Reaſon, Virtue and Fe- 


licity ? IF the Divine Majeſty interpoſe in any Caſe, 


where can Mortals mote probably hope for it than in 
an 1 of ſuch — to his Creature? 


The 
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The Difficulties, replied Sophron, enumerated. by 
Hiero, and acknowledged by Philander, will, I doubt 
not, be readily confeſſed by all, who impartially con- 
| fider the Subject as alſo how defirable divine Light 
and Interpoſition muſt be to extricate us out of them; 
but as the Management of ſo ſublime a Province is 


committed to the Care of Gentlemen, who after a long 


and ſevere Courſe of Trial, are found duely qualified 
and appointed to officiate in the ſacred Function, it 


would be the Height of Preſumption for us, who are 
diſcuſſing the Point at Preſent, only upon moral and. 


philoſophic Principles, to dare to incroach upon that 
noble Sphere. 


ſuch Aids for rectifying moral Diſorders, as fall with- 


in the Compaſs of a philoſophic Enquiry. Nor do I 


appiehend the Caſe quite deſperate upon that Fcoting. 
Moſt of Hiero's Difficulties may be prevented by a right 


private Education, or an happy Regulation of the public, 
Tafte ; which depends entirely on a wiſe Policy, or a 


well-conſtituted Frame of Government. 


In Ancient Times, the forming and directing che 
The Imagi- 
nations of the People were impaefſed and refined by ſuch 
Objects, Exerciſes, Spectacles and Entertainments, as 


public Taſte was the Care of the Public. 


ſuggeſted whatever was grand, beautiful and harmoni- 
eus in Nature and Society. 


being equally calculated to ſtrengthen, and ſo to fit 


their Bodies for military Diſcipline, and their Minds 


for Temperance, Fortitude, . Juſtice and Heroiſm 


| Their public e in their Schools, Halls and 


elſe- 


Wherefore let us content ourſelyes 
with keeping to our own Character, and propoſing 


Theſe they were taught 
to connect with Honour, Bravery, public Spirit, and 
Services done their Country. Thus their Public Ex- 
erciſes had a manifeſt Relation to public Utility, by 


c 
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Ultetchere. exhibited nobler Repreſentations of public 


Virtue of Citizens, Generals and Magiſtrates, whohad 


fought bravely or fallen honourably in their Country's 
Cauſe. Their Mufic was a public Diſcipline to ſoften 


and poliſh a wild untraQtable Populace, or to rouze the 


noble ind martial Paſſions. Their Robes of Magi- 
ſtracy and Suits of Armour worn in Defence of their 


Country, the Trophies, Statues, Wreathes of Olive or 
Laurel, conferred by the Vote of the People, were 


at once Rewards and majeſtic Images of Integrity, and 
Magnanimity, and of thoſe exalted Notions of nati- 
onal Honour and Love of their Country, as ſhew'd 
that their Lives were entirely devoted to the Public. 


Their 7 beatrical Entertainments, exhibited at the 


Charge, and under the Eye of the State, were a noble 
Engine to refine the Taſte, and exalt the Sentiment: of 


the People. In ſhort, the Grandeur of their Sen ate- 


Houſes, Halls, Temples, and other public Works, all 
executed by the ableſt Maſters of Deſign, filled their 
Imagination, with the auguſteſt Ideas, and taught them 
at the ſame Time, their: Connection with the Public. 
Were the public Taſte now a- days under theſe or the 


like happy Regulations; or in other Words, were the 


Youth taught, by Means of a right Education, and 2 
well-concerted Plan of Policy, to unite proper moral 
Qualities with their correſponding Images and Emblems, 
we ſhould not then have ſuch. juſt; Reaſon to complain 
of the Depravity of the public Taſte. Were Muſic, 
Painting, and in ſhort all the fine Arts, contrived. to 
excite generous and public Affections and to. convey 
chaſte and beautiful, moral gentiments Were the 
Exerciſes deſigned, not as mere Feats of Agility and 
Strength, nor as ſubſervient to Luxury and ſordid 
Gain, but as an Inſtitution for training the Youth for 
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The Service of the State Were Beauty held, * 
and contemptible "when ſeparated from Virtue—W ere 
our Theatre modelled ſo as to make it a juſt Mirrour 
of Humane Lite, and a School of Manner 

our Colleges, Senate-Houſes, Churches and other pub 
lic Buildings, the only chief Seats of Solemnity, 
nificence and Grandeur and were all our public —4 
tacles, Shows and Entertainments, adapted to ſtrike 
us With grand and beautiful Ideas, and raiſe a V enera- 
tion for Order, Government and Laws—1 ſay, were 
Things upon ſome ſuch Footing as this, and were the 
Individuals, by ſome ſalutary Inſtitutions, taught, na 
and deeply impreſſed with their Relation and Subordi- 
nation. to the Community; I am apt to believe, it 
would be no rare Spectacle to ſee our Youth with well- 
chaſtiſed Imaginations, and patiently advancing to the 
Heights of true Philoſophy ; inſtead of that diſſolute 
and effeminate Race we ſometimes ſee. We ſhould 
find then, that Nature does not miſlead us, and make 
Objects appear double and diſtorted, but rather ſome 
inward Prejudice and Depravity, or the vicious Max- 
| jms and Practice of others. For as to thoſe Connection 
: of Ideas, which Nature has taught us to form upon the 
Appearance of certain beautiful, or grand, or elegant 
ObjeRs, I think ſhe has at the ſame Time by an ad- 
mirable Arrangement and Diftribution of Things, 
guarded us againft dangerous Delufions, unleſs we are 
obſtinately bent on' being deceived, Thus we ſee that 
a bold, impudent, er fooliſh Look, in the moſt beautiful 
Woman, is enough to counterwork the Force of her 
Charms, and to give us rather a Diſguſt than Pleaſure. 
When we obſerve one much ſmitten with the Love of 
Symmetry and Elegance in inferior Subjects, we are 
| * wack the more e ſhocked with the Diſſonance, if he 


* 
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pears inſenſible of the nobler Principles of Honour 


and Virtue, or acts in Oppoſition to them. All the 
Curioſities of the Virtuoſo's Cabinet, the moſt majeſtic 


Plans of Houſes, and their beſt-choſen Ornaments of 


Gardens, Equipage and the Like, belonging to the Man 


% Tafte, will not compenſate for the Want of a ſingle . 


Grain of Honefly and real Worth. If Mufie, Pabrhh, 
Painting, or any of the fine Arts are at any Time fub- 
orned to promote a falſe 'Tafte, and immoral Afjocia- 


tions, it is not the Order of Nature we are to blame, 


which has eſtabliſhed no Connections between thofe 
Powers and Vice, but the Corruption of Men, which 
proſtitutes them to ſuch wicked Purpoſes. And this 


Proſtitution is often felt and confeſſed by the Pandars 


themſelves, when ſtruck with the augu/ier Images of 
true Beauty. With Regard to Pleaſure, whether taken 


in a larger or more limited Senſe (from which Hiero 
apprehends ſo much Danger) I readily allow, that 
Youth are more apt to be miſled by Beautiful an, 
pleaſurable Objects, than by theſe of Grandeur; by 


a fine Face for Inſtance, Muſie, Painting and the Like: 

but it will be no hard Matter to ſupplant the lobe, 

by introducing higher Senſations of Beauty, ſhewing 
the Meanneſs of thoſe Species Which are connected 
with Vice, and how much the Pleaſure will be inerenaf 
ed, by being attached to a more pure and dignified For#: 
of Beauty. We ſee then that Nature works up nb In. 
chantment, where ſhe has not provided us with a 
Counter-charm ſufficient to diſſolve it. Were we to 
follow Mature, and to form f Aſſociations of Ideat, 
but where ſhe has fixed à Bond of Union, we' ſhould 
always find that the ſubordinate Speries of Beauty tefers 
to ſomething higher, and that wherever that Reference 
is over-looked, or the #9#al Charm ſacrifited to an 
1 A 2 inferior 
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inferior Venus, there the Imagination is riotous, un 
the true Tafte of Life debauched. _ 

But as there is little Proſpect at preſent, of lach a 
Reformation of the public Taſte, as I before ſuggeſted, 
upon the Plan of Antiquity, I believe the other Expe- 
dient muſt be tried; I mean, a right private Education, 

under the Eye of diſcreet and able Tutors. This, 
therefore, Gentlemen, I hope you will conſider, with 
that Attention which the Subject deſerves.  / 

I With, ſaid Eugenio, that Sophron, who td 
this as a Succedaneum to his other Method, had him- 
ſelf undertaken to ſhew us, in what Manner the Form- 
ers of Youth ought to proceed in this ſame aſſociating 
Buſineſs or Diſcipline of Beauty, if I may call it fo. 

I will frankly tell you what occurs to me on the Sub- 
jet, which I. have chiefly learned by diſcourſing at 
different Times with Philander, and partly too from ob- 
ſerving the common Practice of the World, but eſ- 
pecially of the Virtuoſi of different Kinds. | 
When an ordinary Artificer or Tradeſman wants 
to inſtru his Apprentice in the Principles of his Art, 
he ſhews him a Sample of the beſt Pieces of Work- 
manſhip. Theſe are to ſerve him as Models by which 
he is to judge of all Works of the ſame Sort. By 
_ theſe he is to correct his own Miſtakes, and to. attain 
a. juſt Idea of all ſuch Pieces of Work belonging to 
his own Occupation, as are moſt compleat in their 
ſeveral Kinds. The Architect points out to his Diſci- 
ple the moſt finiſhed Buildings, or the beſt Models of 
them, in order to form his Taſte according to the 
exacteſt Rules of Art. Painters, Statuaries, and all 
the Maſters of Deſign, direct their Scholars to ſtudy 
the moſt beautiful Compoſitions in each Kind, thoſe 


maſterly Drawings, Statues and Buſts, which imitate 
Nature 


mitate 
Jature 
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Nature beſt, and come neareſt to the Perfection of 
Workmanſhip. By theſe eſtabliſhed Standards, they 
teach them to judge of Beauty, Proportion and Defgn: 


Even thoſe profeſt Teachers of genteel Demeanour and 


Addreſs, your Dancing-Maſters, when they would ſhew 
the utmoſt Propriety and Perfection of Carriage, ſtep 
forth themſelves upon the Floor, and bid their won- 
dering Scholars do juſt-as they do. Thus every Art 
has its Venus or Beauty of the Kind, which is moſt 
readily attained by ſtudying, and being converſant with 
the beſt Examples or Models in each Sort. And they 
who are accuſtomed to admire what is moſt excellent 
of the Kind, will certainly have the moſt cortect Fan- 
cies in all Works of Deſign. 

In Imitation, therefore, of thoſe a Masters 
of Truth and Elegance of Workmanſhip in the ſeveral 
Arts, I would ſhew the Pupil whoſe Imagination and 
Taſte I wanted to form, the beſt Specimens in the 
ſeveral Orders or Stages of Beauty through which he 
is to paſs, to keep him from being led away by the 
Shewy and falſe in any of the Species. Thus when I 


ſee him caught with the Beauty of his Play-Things, 


concerned about ranging them in the niceſt Order, em- 
ploying his Invention in contriving Wind or Water- 


Mills, "Houſes of Cards or of Clay, and laying out his 


little Garden, I would ſhew him the moft beautiful, and 
uſeful of the Kind: I would let him ſee and handle, 
and divert himſelf with Globes, Compaſſes, and other 


mathematical Inſtruments, or any Thing, in ſhort, that 
would ſerve to employ his Ingenuity and Art. I 


would, by theſe, provoke. his Ambition to deſpiſe. the 
merely childiſh and trifling Amuſements, and encou- 
rage his Reliſh of whatever was moſt rational and manly. 
Even while he is converſant with theſe lower Species 
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of Beauty, he may be made to perceive a very * 


tant Connection, vis. That thoſe Things ate the moſt 
beautiful and beſt proportioned, which are fitteſt for 
anſwering their End, and that Deformity and Diſpro- 


portion are always accompanied with Incommodiouſ- 


neſs or Inaptitude for Uſe. Next, when I ſaw him 
ſollicitous about his Air, Dreſs and Behaviour in Com- 
pany, I would point out to him the % Models, and 
teach him to obſerve, that the moſt unc unſtrained and 
liberal Manner was at once moſt decent and mot 
2 among all true Judges. 

When he was able to judge of Beauty a bega 
in the Fine Aris, I would, after the ſame Manner, 
ſhew. him the moſt Beautiful and elegant in each, by 
exhibiting to him the 3% Patrerns, and diverting. his 
Sight from whatever was merely gaudy, or of a wrong 
Taſte. I' would endeavour to make him feel; that, in 
Proportion as thoſe Works of Defign imitated Na- 
ture, delineated Characters and Paſſions juſtly, and 
tended to excite noble Semiments and Alkoctions, _ 


| were perfect in their Kind: © 


When at laſt he comes to delight in contemplating 
moral Images and Repreſemtations, when he purſues the 
fait and honourable and decent, and loathes their Cen- 
traries, I would then, by proper Natrations, Fables, 
Hiſtories and Dramatic Spectacles, exhibit to him 


whatever was moſt heroic in Character and Conduct; 


paint Heroes, Lawgivers and Princes, with all the 
majeſtic Forms of Temperance; Fortitude, Love of 
Liberty, and theit Country, and Contempt of Death. 
With theſe 1 would Tpread but and kindle his Imagl- 


nation; and, while it was warm, touze a laudable Am- 
bition, nine inflame every generous Paſſion. 


Thus has 
Prilandey taught me to' a” Nature in its Progreſs 
through 


r 
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through the Scale of Beauty, and to feed the Mind 


with Ideas and Images of the comely, grand and becom- 
ing, in every Step of its ts 2 Such Kind of 


Diſcipline will, I imagine, bid faireſt for teaching the 
Pupil to aſſociate ſuch Images of Beauty and Good, as 
are connected with Truth and Nature; and keeping 
his Imagination pure from all falſe and vicious Mix- 
tures. For Inſtance, he will learn from hence, that 


true Grandeur and Knawery are incompatible that 


Beauty is inſeparable from Truth and Virtu. and 


that no ſubſtantial Happineſs can take Place, where 


Irregularity or Diſorder enters; Maxims (in my Opi- 
nion) of infinite Advantage in the Conduct of Life. 
Aſter the ſame, or ſome fach Manner, I would pre- 
ſume to offer my Advice to thoſe who have the In- 
ſpection of the Ladies, to acquaint them with what is 
Fair and decent, and admirable, in every Subject of Ele- 
gance or Beauty, in which they ought tobe moſt con- 
verſant; particularly in what concerns palin and 
the Decencies of Life; and then their Imaginations, 
by a natural Kind of Sympathy, will cleave. to what 
is comelieft and beſt ——But I am afraid it would re- 
quire too minute a Detail to handle a Subject ſo de- 
licate in the Manner it deſerves; beſide that, I am 
ſenſible I have, already, ingroſſed too large a Share of 
the Converſation. 

I think, ſaid Conſtant, it became Eugenio, a profeſt 
F riend and Patron of the Ladies, who had ſhewn at 
length, by what fatal Train of Accidents they are led 
into ſuch a Labyrinth of Folly and Misfortune, to 
bave either guarded them againſt going into it, or lent 
them à Clue to eſcape. This had been aQting in Cha- 
ractet, and conformably to that Complaiſance and De- 
votion he profeſſes for the Women. But inſtead of 
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ſerving them in this ſubſtantial Manner, he has def- 


eanted at large upon I know not what, and chalked 


out a Courſe of Diſcipline, which if put in Practice, 
ſhould, I fear, contribute to lead them till farther 
aſtray, at leaſt be ineffectual for the End propoſed; I 
mean, the 29 5 Correction and OE of * 


nation. 


J rejoice, replied Fayents, with an arch Smile, to 
fee Conſtan: grown ſo warm an Advocate for the La- 


dies, and ſuch a Preacher of Complaiſance. I hope 


great Things from this ſurprizing Reformation, and 
that ſince I have been ſo deficient in my Duty, he 
will ſupply my DefeQs, and teach his new Pupils a 
fafer Way to attain an Imagination equally corre& 
and refined; I aſſure my good Friend I will not fail 


to proclaim his Merit, whenever a fair Occaſion 
offers. 


I am much obliged to Eugenio, replied Conſtant, 


for his kind Intention ; but really he may ſave him- 


ſelf that Trouble. As I have no particular Services 


to preſent to the Ladies, ſo neither do I want to 
have my Merit blazoned to them. Let my Friend 


Obſerve the Punctilios of Duty and Decorum with 


them, and exalt the Merit of every the leaſt Service; 
F am willing to paſs with the Character of an homely 


Philoſopher, and ſhall leave them out of the Queſtion, 


as T did not myſelf bring them into it. But to go on 
without more ado to the Point before us, namely, 
the Diſcipline of Fancy, I ſaid I thought Eugenio's 


Method inſufficient for the End propoſed. He would, 


be fays, exhibit to his Pupil the various Species of 
Beauty, Harmony and the like; and teach him to 
diſtinguiſh: and admire the moſt beautiful and excellent 
of each Kind. For this 1 is the Sum total of his large 

Explanation 
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Explanation of this Matter, if I underſtood him right. 
'Now from the little Experience I have of the World, 
(and indeed tis but little I pretend to) I find Men 
but too prone to admire and be captivated with dif- 
ferent Kinds of Beauty, and that this high Admiration 
of the beautiful and ſublime, in particular Objects, 
is a capital Source- of many Miſtakes, and great Mil 
conduct in Life. There is not a more wild or wan- 
ton Thing than Fancy, eſpecially when it is let looſe 
upon the wiſionary Forms and Images of Things. It 
is particularly warm and luxuriant in Youth, prone to 
admire and imitate, eaſily detained by ' the florid; 
and exorbitant in all its Operations. Beauty, like a 
magical Spell, no ſooner ſtrikes the Senſes of Youth, 
than it fires their Imagination, and ſo entirely engroſſes 
their Mind, that it is in a Manner loſt in the ObjeQ 
from whence the fr Impreſſion came. Every other 
Affection but that of Admiration, is ſuſpended. It is 


in vain to talk of coo! Reaſoning, Deliberation or 
Choice, while the Sting of Beauty is riveted in the 


Breaſt, and the ſame agreeable Images which acoom- 
pany it, continue to play before the Fancy. I be- 
lieve Eugenio has often felt this Sting, and wiſhed, 
for his own Eaſe, that he had been leſs ſenſible to ele- 
gant Forms and Faces, anda cooler Admirer of the Sub- - 
lime in Air and Sentiments: I have ſeen a Yirtuoſa, 
a Connoiſſeur in Painting, in ſuch Raptures with a Piece 
of Raphael's or Correggio's, ſo ſeized with the Bold-, 
neſs of Deſign, the Ordonance, the infinite Grace, and 
what not, of the whole Compoſition, that I proteſt 
F thought he had the Appearance of a Madman. A, 
Man oi Taſte for Muſic, while he liſtens to a fine 
Compoſition, appears bereft of almoſt every other 
Senſe, * is diſſolved in an Extacy of * 

hat 
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What makes your Cockle- ſhell Virtuoſo's, your minute 
Philoſophers, your Hunters of Curioſities, and Anti- 
quities, but a fond rapturous Conceit of ſome particu- 
lar Species of Beauty? And (to mention no more) 
is not the gay and fluttering, nay the ambitious and 
plodding Tribe, are not all your Exthufiafts. in Religi- 
on,” Government, and Philoſophy, held captive with 
an exceſive Admiration of ſome peculiar: Venus or 
other, in which they include every other Excellence? 
What I would conclude from this ſhort Detail is; 
That the Way to diſcipline the Imagination aright, is 
<< not to feed and nouriſh our Admiration of Beauty, by 
s thoſe amuſing Exhibitions of it, which Eugenio talked 
of, but rather to evean,and in a Manner to ſtarve our 
Conceits and high Opinions of Things,” This is the 
Stoical Diſcipline, ſo often recommended by the ableſt 
Maſters in Philoſophy. If we would, in good earneſt, 

correct the Fancy of Youth, we muſt take off the falſe 
Glare and Colouring of Things, and analyze every 
Species of Beauty and Good into their conſtituent 
Principles and Ingredients ; that the Imagination may 
not be deluded with foreign Mixtures, nor eſteem any 
Thing above its real Worth. Thus I would ſhew from 
whence Beauty derives its Force, wherein the true 
Value of Life conſiſts, what gives Luſtre to Gold, 


Dignity to Expence, of what Ingredients true Pleafure . 


is compoſed, and whence the /oqver Kinds borrow their 
chief Seaſoning and Poignancy. How much Fame is 
worth, what makes Power deſirable. This is to undre/; 
Beauty (if I may ſay fo) and preſent it naked, with- 
out any artificial Daubing, to the Fancy. When it 
ſees it thus in its real Form, then that confuſed Groupe 
of Images, which raiſed a blind Admiration, will va- 
miſh, and the Paſſion, founded on that Opinion, will 


naturally 
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naturally ſabſide. Agreeably to this Way of Reaſoning, 
the fundamental Maxim of the ancient Philoſophy was 
to rox BEAR, to SUSPEND or REMOVE the fit 
Starts of Opinion, to be flow in, and even to ceaſe ads 
miring. For that was thought the Root of the Evil, 
Jeuos Toi sus, the mighty Sophiſter, who firſt beguiles 
us into high Conceptions of the ſeyeral Phantoms of 
Beauty and Good, and then works up our Paſſions to 
the ſame extravagant Pitch. By a Counter-Regimen, 
therefore they endeavoured to, lower and reduce the 
Phantom, and conſequently our Opinion of it, to its 
juſt Dimenſions ; and by doing ſo, to ſubdue the 
admiring Habit. Thus they repreſented Fame as the 
Murmur of. Tongues, or the Breath of the unthink- 
ing and inconſtant Vulgar ;—Beauty, as the TinQure 
of a Skin, or the regular Texture of Features. Mere 
Life was only a Repetition of the ſame dull anima 
Scene; and Death, at worſt, Nothing but a Privation 
of the Senſe of a Brute, or cloſing the Drama a little 
ſooner or later. Perhaps their Philoſophy, in ſome 
Tnſtanges ſhot beyond Nature; but I think the Prac- 
tice was ſo far wholſome, to begin the Diſcipline of 
Youth, rather by the weaning and reſtraining, - a 
the prone and gdmiring Habit. 

This is the fir ft Leſſon of Tauesaä nen, 4 ſo- 
ber Virtue, or rather the Mother and Nur/e of the Vir» 
tues, which Hiero recommended to us in his Plan. If 
this leading Virtue be carefully cultivated in Youth, 
it will pave the Way for the Introduction of the reſt. 
But I. conſider it here as of a larger Extent than is 
commonly imagined, as relating not merely to the 

Government of Senſe and Appetite, but of the Mind 
and its Paſſions. Perhaps the laſt have as much Need 
of its  whelkine Controul as the firſt. For only 


" 
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beaſily Wretches are prone to ſenſual Exceſſes. Glut- 
tony and Drunkenneſs have Something too groſs and 
ſhocking. i in them, to Men of any Taſte or Refine- 
ment in Pleaſure. But the moſt ingenuous and high- 
ſpirited Natures are the apteſt to exceed, when any 
glaring Species ſtrikes their Imaginations, from the 
Side ef Honour, Friendſhip, Religion, or any of the 
ſocial and kind Aﬀettions. When any of thoſe finer 
Paſſions are, by Means of wrong Aſſociations, directed 
to improper Objects, or employed on right ones, to 
the Excluſion of all others, and in a greater Pro- 


portion than the Balance of Affection will admit of, 


they become of all others, the t ungovernable 
and pernicious in their Effects. And therefore it 
muſt be the Office of Temperance to preſide over the 
whole Band of Affections, to adjuſt their mutual 
Forces, and prevent the partial Indulgence of any of 
them, to the Excluſion or wakening of others, equally 
or more generous and extenſive. Conſequently it 
muſt be a Part, and a very important Part of its Work, 
to ſtop thoſe Images of Beauty and partial Good in 
the very Office where they are coined, the Imagina- 
tion; till they are ſtrictly examined, confronted with 
their Objects, and their ſeparate Value weighed: 
Wherefore, ' in the training of Youth, I would 
watch over their Fancies with great Care, accuſtom 
them to an early Habit of examining the Value of 
every Object, Enjoyment, or Species of Good, that 
ſolicits their Choice——of comparing the different 


Kinds——and never truſting to the moſt ſpecious Ap- 
pearances. They ſhould never hear thoſe Objects 


commended, and highly rated, which have no neceſ- 
ſary Connection with real Merit; as Wealth, Birth, 
Beauty, Rank, and the Like. When I ſaw them an- 
nexing 
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nexing Ideas of Worth, Greatneſs, or Honour, to 
the mere Poſſeſſion of theſe, I would immediately 
correct the falſe Aſſociations, and undeceive them, by 
appealing to their own Senſe, and Experience of 
Things —— Bat J have faid enough, perhaps too 
much, eſpecially conſidering that I ſpeak to Philo- 


ſophers. I defire we may hear Simplicius S Ihe g's 
of the Matter. 

If I muſt give my Opinion, ſaid he, on a Subject 
that has been ſo fully debated already, I muſt frankly 
confeſs that, for all Conſtant has ſaid to confute Euge- 
nio, he does not appear to me to have done it. Nor 
indeed can I fee that he differs much from him. When 
Eugenio recommended the beft Models of Beauty to 
be preſented to the Imagination of Youth, I do not 
remember that he recommended alſo an exc eſſive Ad- 
miration of them, or gave any Species of them more, 
than its juſt Weight i in the Scale. The excefive Ad- 
miration may be vicious, but I hope the juſt Eſteem is 
not. We muſt all purſue ſome Beauty or other ; the 
only Queſtion is about the Kind. If it be truely lau- 
dable and no-wiſe inconſiſtent with the Purſuit of a 
nobler Species, I ſee no Harm in paying it all the Re-- 
gard it deſerves. Webegin to err, when we blend the 
different Species unnaturally, and are capitally wrong, 
when we facrifice the higher to the inferior Kinds, 
Does not — 's Diſcipline amount to this, That 
we are not to allow ourſelves to be carried away with 
a fantaſtic aud extravagant Admiration of the lover 
Kinds of Beauty, nor join Images of it to Objects to 
which it does not belong? Is this in any Reſpect in- 
conſiſtent with exhibiting to us the different Species, 
and pointing out the beſt Models in order to regulate 
our wo ? Nay, is not this the ſureſt Way to open. 


and 
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I 
and enlarge our Views, and furniſh us with a Standard » 
by which we may correct our Faſte, and make the ne- t 
ceſſary Diſtinctions, ſo warmly, and, I think, juſtly 0 
recommended by Conflant ? How ſhall we firip Wealth a 
Pomp, Pleaſure, and all the gay or ſolemn Pageantry a 
of Life of their Glare, but by appealing to our original 01 
Impreſſions of Beauty, and confronting them with Y 
what is moſt excellent and ſublime of the Kind? But ot 
this will beſt appear by a more particular Detail. I E 
entirely agree with Conſtant that Temperance is the th 

Nurſe of the other Virtues, and that it is not the leaſt h: 
Part of its Buſineſs to watch over and chaſtiſe the p1 
Imagination, even in the Aﬀair of Beauty. But this W. 
controuling Habit, as it muſt be learned betimes, fo th 
it muſt be tried in lefſer Inftances, and with the grofer le 
Appetites and Paſſions, before we Wr the * an 
and more refined. | Al 
Though the Appetites of Children are very bees Re 
we often ſee that they can eaſily forego their Diet, ge 
and almoſt forget the Cravings of Hunger, when they to 
are hotly engaged in Play, or in contriving or execut- thi 
ing a Deſign, or working with any new Inſtrument or D 
Machine. Nay, they will not only ſuſpend their Diet, ¶ co 
but their Diverſions, to ſee any curious Sight, or hear th: 
any amuſing Tale. It will not be difficult therefore to At 
fill up their vacant Hours with ſuch agreeable Exer- M, 
Ciſes, or to entertain them with ſuch Amuſements, as Se 
will make them eaſily forget the Hours of Diet. By ſuc 
frequeatly repeating ſuch Trials, they will eaſily be ade 
brought to think it manly, to exert. ſome voluntary ane 
Acts of Temperance and Self-denial. This willteach | dif 
them that prime Leſſon of Virtue, not to depend on am 
their Taſte or Appetite, without which, there never Ga 
was a great Man. r . have once got a fair V 


Maſtery 
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Maſtery over theſe, it were eaſy, *methinks, to make 
them deſpiſe Feaſting, Finery, and other Inftruments ' 
of Luxury. Of how ſmall an Account does Mo 
appear, even to the moſt cloſe- fiſted Perſons, — 4 
a Friend, a Miſtreſs, the Entertainment of Company, 
or the Execution of a Project call for their Generoſity? 
Yet I doubt much, whether they connect higher Ideas © 
of Honour and Merit with ſuch genteel and generous ' 
Expence, than they would with a large Addition to 
their Fortune, or to the mere Poſſeſſion of what they 
have. By making the Pupils frequently attend to 
proper Examples, the blind Admiration of Wealth 5 
will gradually ceaſe. For what Dignity is there in 
that which it is Greatneſs to deſpiſe? Thus they will 
learn to disjoin thoſe confuſed Images of Grandeur 
and Worth, which they annexed to Fortune and its 
Attendants. The ſame Experiment will hold with ' 
en, Regard to Pleaſure. What Hardſhips, Toils, and Dan- I 
iet, gers, will not the moſt Voluptuous endure, at Times, 
hey to approve their Zeal to a Friend, or Female, to gain 
cut» the Reputation of Fidelity, Conſtaney, Intrepidity, and 
Diſintereſtedneſs? May not ſuch Inftances ſerve te 
convince them of Something more refined and heroic, © 
than is to be found in mere ſenſual Pleaſure ; that even 
Abſtinence, Self- Command, and Suffering, are the 


er- Means of high Enjoyment? And may not an Habit of 
2 Self- controul be acquired by frequently attending to 
. By iQ ſuch wholeſome Diſtinctions? When thoſe confuſed: 
y be Ideas of Beauty or Good, which accompany Wealth, 
ntary and Voluptuouſneſs, are thus ſubdued, it will not be 
teach | difficult to carry the ſame Habit of Temperance to the 
d on | ambitious Views of Power, vis. Titles, Coronets, 
never | Garters, and all the Trappings of Grandeur; ; Which 
a fair | 


Fa, Vol. I. Bb muſt 
laſtery i: 
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muſt appear contemptible, when placed in Competition 
with internal Freedom, ee Honour, and 
Self-Applauſmm. 

I think. it muſt appear from this ſhort- Detail, that 
the moſt effeQual Way to baffle the Impreſſions of any 
inferior Beauty, or partial Good, is to introduce a 
nobler Species, a more generous and comprehenſive 
Good. A powerful. Aſſociation is beſt conquered, by 
ſome ſuperior. Counter-Aſſociation, founded in Truth 
and Nature, Nor is this Method different from Euge- 
nio's Gradation of Beauties, or his recommending to us 
the moſt excellent and perfect of each Kind, and lead- 
ing us up to the Toꝑ of the Scale. Did not Conflant, 
in Effect, conduct us to the ſame Point, though by a 
different Rout, when he- preſented us to his rough 
Nurſe of the Virtues, which, deſpiſing inferior Beau- 
ties, and fainter Images of Good, is converſant with 
that which. is far ſuperior, the Order of the Mind, 
Rectitude of Heart, and harmonious Affections. Whe- 
ther 1 have done my Friends Juſtice or not, I ſubmit, 
Gentlemen, to your Judgment; and; if the Company 
will join me, I now propoſe that Hiero fill up the 
Lines of that Plan, he favoured us with, the other Night. 

J am ſuprized, replied Hiero, half bluſhing, that 
Simplicius ſhould lay ſuch a Burden on me, who am 
ſo ill qualiſied to bear it. If the rude Sketch, I hap- 
pened to draw, do indeed deſerve any Encomiums, 1 
hope that will be accounted Merit ſufficient, to entitle 
me to an - Exemption-from any farther Service; and 
therefore I move, Gentlemen, to-puniſh Simplicius, for | 
impoſing Burdens on the weak, and making Choice of 
one ſo unableto ſerve the Company, that he beobliged 
to * * Work hiniſelf, which he would aſſign me. 
The 


Drar. X. EDUCATION. 291 
Tbe Company ſaid, they preſumed none underſtood 


Bis Plan fo well as himſelf, and that therefore he was 
the fitteſt of any to execute it; on which Account 
they would not accept or 1 Excuſe, * deſired he 
would proceed. 


When Hiero ſaw they were all bent upon ning 


him, he went on, modeſtly, after this Manner: Well, 
Gentlemen, ſince the Projectors of Schemes muſt alſo 


carry them into Execution, or elſe be eſteemed mere 


Projectors, I Thall be very cautious, for the future, 
how I lay out any more Plans. I am glad however, 
that Conſtant and Simplicius have eaſed me of one Part 
of my Taſk ; by handling ſo d'ſtinctly the Duty of 
* Temperance even in its largeſt Senſe. To enforce 
other moral Impreſlions more ſtrongly, and indeed to 
-pave the Way for them more effectually, I would en- 


deavour to give the Pupil a juſt Senſe of the Dignity 
"of Human Nature,” as the Work, and in fome Degree 


the Image of his Maker, that he may have an high 


Reverence for it, and do nothing unworthy of it. 
Children ſhew a very early Senfe of what is decent, 
and becoming their Nature, in thoſe exulting Gleams 
-of Joy that ſparkle i in their Looks, upon their having 
'aQted up to it, and in thoſe conſcious Bluſhes which 
tincture their honeſt Cheeks, when they have been 
"caught doing any Thing mean or little. This Senſe 
was certainly not given in vain, but intended to be 
<ultivated. Indeed when it is applied wrong, I mean 
to Qualities indifferent in themſelves, or really blzme- 
able; or makes its Eftimates beyond the juſt Meaſures 
of Things, it becomes a Source of wrong Conduct, or 
Tncefflot Vanity and Pride; but when it has thoſe 
Objects pointed out to it, which are deſerving of 
ere and truly graceful," it enforces the Authority 
| r of 
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of Reaſon, and is a Spur to Virtue no leſs than a Bar. 
_ Tier againſt Vice. It would therefore improve thoſe 
natural Anticipations of the Senſe of human Dignity, 
by leading them, in the Way recommended by Philan- 
der, to juſt Conceptions, wherein it conſiſts. After 
. examining who they are, what Rank they hold amidſt 
the Creation, and for what Purpoſes i in Life they are 
_ deftined, it will ſoon. appear to them, that there is a 
| ſuperior Dignity in the human Form that they 
are endowed with nobler Powers, and conſequent- 
Iy formed for a more exalted and extenſive Oecono- 
my than the other Animals that by theſe Powers 
they are allied to the intellectual World, and entitled 
10 higher Honours, and a more refined Happineſs 
_ than all the other Creatures put together. Aſter this, 
let them be taught, by proper Examples, that the 
| ' peculiar Excellency of their Frame lies in the calm 
and undiſturbed Exerciſe of Reaſon, a ſteady Self-Go- 
vernment, juſt Affection to all the proper Objects of 
moral Approbation, and an active extenſive Benevo- 
lence. By this Standard, let them learn to correct 
their falſe Notions of Honour, Grandeur, Pleaſure 
and popular Applauſe. Let the leaſt Deviations from 
this be marked with Infamy, and ſpoken of with Aſto- 
niſhment. And let all Vice be repreſented to them as 
the Violation of their Nature, a real Meanneſs, a Des 
gradation and Fall- from their true Dignity. Whereas | 
Virtue ſhould be ſhewn to be the Voice of Reafon, the 
ſupreme Law. of their Nature, and its higheſt Orna- | 
ment and Perfe Scion. Let the Pupil be put upon re- 
flecting on the grateful Emotions he feels, in Conſe- | 
quence of a decent, manly, generous Cond uct, the 
Reſpect and Veneration it draws,——the Confidence | 
and Elevation of Mind that attends i,. with the 
Securiiy 


* 
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- Security and Credit it procures in the Way of Buſinefs. 
! When Vouth are änimated with ſuch Principles, | 
will dare to take an higher Ain in Vife, reveretice their 
Natute; and be aſhamed of what ſtuins or degrades it: 
Whereas they Wh toink meanly of that Nature, which 
bears the Stamp of Deity, vill be er fufpieious of 
others, and diſtruſtful of theniſelves; . Theif Conduct 
- will creep after, their groveling Notions, and Magnani- 

mity and a laudable Ambition can never flouriſn 9 

their genuine Seeds are ſuppreſſed. alta ting) 

A senſe then of the Human Ben. TE! Nresg- 
uy" imprinted on the Mind, it will. prepare the Way for 
another 'Vireuve, which I thought it iteceſſs Wit 

vate in Children, Dis. a fri Fegard s Truth, 1 
the rather recommended this, as the contrary Practice 
45 ſo often obſetvable in them; which; if not checked 
in Time, ſeldom fails to introduce à fale ant crooked 
Diſpoſition of Min,” a Diſpoſition Whith* 5 the very 
[Bane of all Virtue and bne bf the greuteſt Peſts of 
Society. Wherefore to entourzge Ohtlerem always 
to ſpeak the Truth, a Fault mould be etfily forgiven, 
upon their Confefſion'of- it; but When a Eye is 
made to cover it, that ſhould be deemed an heinows 
Crime. The utmoſt Horror ſhould be expreſſed at all 
Manner of Fulſehobd, and every Degtèe of Diſingenu- 
;jry repreſented” as the ſureſt Mark of an abje & Mind, 
which "robs! one of che very Dignity ofs Man; al 
"therefore ſkould be treated with the bigheſt Contempt. 
"Whereas Fruth and Sincerity ought to be admired 

and applauded, as the Proofs of a Sdul truly great, to 
-confcivus of its on Dignity, to uſe any of the little 
Tricks of Craft and Palſehoodi” And let theſe whom 
your Pupil ſees and converſes with, treat him with 
Reipet or Contempt, according to his Honey or 

. . B b 3 Difinge- 
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Honour and Nobleneſs of Mind with Openneſs and 
. Veracity ; and Infamy, and Littleneſs of Soul, with 
Diſſimulation and Falſehood. If by Mildaeſs, and 
.entering artfully into your Pupil's Intereſts and Deſigns, 

vou can bring him to make you his Confident, - it will 

not only give you the Advantage of knowing him 
thoroughly, but procure you a very great 2 — 

over him, to rectify whatever is amiſs. 

The ſecond Principle I mentioned, a Obedi- 

ence to. Parents, ought to be inculcated with great Care 


and no leſs Delicacy, The Ignorance and Weakneſs | 


of the-Infant-State required that the Influence of Pa- 
rents, and. Superiors ſhould. be very powerful, in Or- 
der ts lay the Mind more open to Inſtruction and 
Culture. Therefore Nature hath planted. deep in the 
' tender Frame, the Principles of dubmiſſion to Parents, 
a Proneneſs.to Imitation, and. Willingneſs to liſten to 
the Opinion and Judgment of thoſe whom we eſteem 


then is one of the beſt Handles for getting ſure Hold 


of the Mind, which, while that is in Force, may be 
molded into any Shape, or tinctured with any Kind of | 
Diſcipline. But when it is diſſol ved, ſcarce any Tye 
will bind, or Check controul-is. Perſuaſions and Pro- 
miſes, Terrors and Bribes, will be equally inſufficient; | 
Laſtruction will not be liſtened to, nor Example re- 
Parents therefore ought to be ſcrupulouſly | 
tender of their Authority, as of chat which is to give 


Weight to all their InftruQtions and Advices. - + 
- But while they are cautious of weakening it by 


oo great Indulgence, they ſhould equally guard againſt | 


the oppoſite Extreme of Rigour and Severity ; which 
es as great a Tendeney to diſpirit the Child, by too 


wiſer or better than ourſelves. Paternal Authority | 
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much curbing his Paſſions,” as the other has to ſpoil 


js neceſſary that he be inſpired with a juſt Mixtuse 
of Reverence and Love ; which will be beſt done, by 
tempering neceſſary Severity, with a diſcreet Kindneſs 


tom of Irreverence and Indecency. W. henever the Au- 
thority of the Parent is diſputed or deſpiſed, it ſhould 
be maintained with inflexible Severity; and no Condeſ- 
= cenfions-made on the Side of the Parent, till it is fully 
= acknowled ged and fairly ſubmitted to. But whatever 
KReſpect to the Authority of the Parents is inculcated in 
al Matters of Duty, Children ſhould be taught as lit- 
tle Deferetice as poſſible to their, or any Authority 
that is merely human, in what reſpeQs pure Specula- 
tion, Truth or Science. F acknowledge it is hard to 
Senate . athens ur. nin" in 
They may and ought to be taught Modeſty, by 
which I underſtand a Willingneſs to liſten to the Opi- 


the leaſt Symptom of it in them or others. But a 
Reſpect to Authority, or implicit Reliance on the 
Judgment of others, ſhould be, by all Means, diſ- 


our Views, and makes us an eaſy Prey to endleſs Su- 


and become only a more tenacious Nurſery of Abſur- 


never be obliged to take any Thing merely upon Fruſt, 
Rot even from his Parents; Perſuaſion, only and not 
Y Authority 


him, by giving them too looſe a Rein. Therefore, it 


allowing great Familiarity, yet checking the leaſt Symp- 


—— = X- 1 = R by 4 _ D w = 


— ae 


nions of others, and Candour in examining them; by 
Example as well as Precept, by ſhewing the Decency 
and Dignity of ſuch a Diſpofition, and commending | 


couraged, as a moſt ſervile Principle, which: cramps; . 


perſtition. A Mind endowed with the ſtrongeſt 'Facul- 
ties, may, by this Means, have all its Vigour maimed” 


dity and Error, Therefore the young Enquirer ſhould 


« 
4 
J 3+ 
1} 8 
W. . * 
2 x 
* * 
q 5, 
1 i 
q 'Y 
Y ' 
q 4 
| 8 
1 -f 
| 2 
14 | 
1 T 
1 gy 
+ * 
18 N 4 
\ 1 
tn * 
af 
'3 2 nd 
1% 
wy - 
= N 
1 > 
* bl 
. N 


2965 Daros ugs Gb 41 
thority is here to be employed; and the Boy * 
be told, that Regard is not due barely to ſuperior Rank, 
in Matters of mere Opinion — That he is to defire a 
KReaſon for ev ety I hing, and never me to 
. his Aſſent, unleſs he be convinced- omes 
Vea, ſaid Cenſtant, begging pardon for als Me- 
| a Lam not for teaching him implicit Obedience 
to Authority even in Matters of Day. This were to 
govern him like a Slave or Brute, rather than like a 
reaſonable Creature Let Nothing therefore be impoſed 
on him, without giving him a Reaſon for commanding 
it. Let him be firſt convinced chat it is fit and right 
| to be done, if he appear to be in y Doubt about it; 
and then he will obey n * not from! a” note 
| -ſervile Dread. . 
But, replied Hiero, At if be cannot andere 
he Rexſonebleneſs of bis Duty, of ſhould happen not 
to be convinced, or through a perverſe Obſtinacy ſhoukd 
be incliged to diſpute every Inchof his Parent's Au- 
thority ; would you ceaſe tb en fore your Commands, 
or indulge him in Diſobedience, for fear of making 


dim too tame? Children are Wonderfully ingenious | 
in finding out Reaſons againſt what they areaverſe to, 
and exceeding hard to be con vinced of their m. | 
rlon to eroſa their Appetite?s % | 
If the Thing enjoined him, replied Conſtunt, be above 
chis Comprehenſion, I would not deſire him to go 
about it. For there can be no Virtue in his doing 
that, which he can ſee no Reaſon for doing, and con- 
ſequently no Inducement but mere Caprice in a Parent 
to command it. And this will tend to we aken rather 
than add Weicht to the Parent's Authority. As to the 
other Cafe, I imagine a Parent of any tolerable Saga- 
| cent — diſtin guiſn when 'a Child deſires à 


Reaſon 
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- Reaſon why he is to act in this or that Manner, from 


mere Scrupuloſity, and when from Stubornneſs and 
pure Averſion to his Duty. The laſt is to be oppofed 
by a proper Mixture of Reaſon and Authority. In 
a a former Caſe, I would employ Perſuaſion ſupported 
by Reafon. When the Boy finds himſelf treated in 


this rational and manly Way, his Spirit and Obedience 
will be liberal and ingenuous, and he will account his 
Parent his beſt Friend and Counſellor. 

Admitting then, ſubjoined Hiero, my Priend's Cor- 
rection under thoſe Limitations, I proceed to confider 
Humanity as another Principle, which ought to 
be particularly cheriſhed in Children, This is ſo 
amiable a Virtue, that I would extend it even to 


Brutes, and make their innocent Sports a Diſcipline of 


Humanity. Far this Purpoſe, I would ſeverely diſcou- 
rage every Inſtance of Petulance and Cruelty they 
ſhewthem. Tho' the wanton Pleaſure Children take 
ſometimes, in ſporting with the Miſeries of Animals, 
ſeems to be an Effect only of the Activity and Love 
of Diverſion that is ſo natural to them; yet if it be in- 


dulged without Check, it may degenerate into an In- 
ſenſibility to human Pains, or fullen Delight in be- 
holding miſerable Objects. When they diſcover any 


Cate and Anxiety in tending, and feeding any favou- 
rite Bird, or Dog, or any Pity to them in Diſtreſa, 1 


would applaud their Tenderneſs; but if they ſhew.any - 


Cruelty in their Uſage of them, they ſhould be ſeverely - 
chid, or have the poor Creatures taken from them. 1 
would not allow them to ſee them killed, much leſs to 


be Witneſſes to thoſe dreadful Spectacles, of innocent 


Creatures mangled in a moſt inbuman Manner, and 
expiring in Agonies; for fear it hould prove the Means 
to accuſtom them to. behold Blood and Slaughter with 


; unpitying 


0 ——— 


to do good-natured Things, but are greatly delighted ö 
with the ſimple Recital of kind Actions. Nothing is | 


wherein Goodneſs forms the principal Characters, and 
appears in a Variety of beautiful Incidents. Upon this | 


- ful Virtues in Liſe may be grafted. In order to cul- | 
- tivate it, high Notions of Humanity ought to be incul- | 


. Jaftranient or Step towards promoting their own Plea- } 
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unpitying Eyes. I would teach them to look upon 
themſelves as the Guardians and Benefactors of the 
friendleſs Race, deſigned. by Nature to protect and 
cheriſh them: and would give them the Charge of the 
Birds and Beaſts about the Houſe, as if they were in 
ſome Meaſure, a Part of their own Family, whoſe 
Wants they ought to ſupply, and whoſe Diſtreſſes they 
are bound to relieve, By thoſe little Exerciſes of 
Humanity to their Fellow-Creatures below them, 1 
. would prepare them for the higher Acts of it to Mankind. 
There is a certain affectionate Temper in Children, a | 
Senſibility with Reſpect to the Condition of others, 
which, by due Care, may be improved into the moſt | 
friendly and generous Aﬀections. They not only love 


a finer Entertainment to them, than a moral Tale, 


innate Stock of Benevolence, the nobleſt and moſt uſe- | 


cated, thoſe Characters and Actions in which it pre- 2 
vails, commende d above all others; and the ſuperior | 1 
Excellence and Uſefulneſs of it ſtrongly repreſented. | * J 
Their doing good to others ſhould be made the chief Ki 


ſure. I believe it would be an excellent Method, in I,,"? 
Imitation of our weekly Diſtributions, to entruſt Chil- | 
dren with a little Money nowand then; to be diſpenſed . 1N 
in the Way of Charity, to indigent or miſerable Ob- 8 

Zeets, z in beſtowing which, they ſhould be left to their 
own Choice, both as to the Objects themſelves, and 
their Meaſure of their Charity to them. 1 would not 
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call them to a ai Account how they have laid it out, 
but only aſk them, in general, about the Management 
of their little Stock; to know whether their Temper be 
liberal or narrow, and to have an Opportunity of ap- 
plauding their Diſcretion and Generoſity, or direQting 
their future Diſtributions. When they ſee themſelves: 
ſo. much uſed like Men, it will inſpire them with a ge- 
nerous Emulation, to act worthy of the Truſt repoſed 
in, them, by a diſcreet Liberality, Eyery Thing that 
looks like Selfi/bneſs, or betrays a ſordid griping Turn, 
ought carefully to be checked; which, in my Opinion, 
cannot be better done, than by the Reſtraint of thoſe 
Supplies which are given them for their own. Uſe. 
Theſe ſhould bear ſome Proportion, to the Generoſity 
or Wiſdom. they ſhew in the Diſtribution of their cha- 
ritable Fund. By theſe and the like Means they will 
de. contract an early Habit of Goodneſs, and learn to feel 
4 the Wants and Miſeries of their Fellow- Creatures, 
e than which I ſcarce know a more important Leſſon. 
is - Let me add one Caution to what Hiero has men- 
tioned, ſaid Eugenio. As Children have a natural 
Openneſs of Heart, and (if I may uſe the Expreſſion) 
a -Looſeneſs of Hands, I apprehend there is not any 


pre- great Danger of their failing in Inſtances of Generoſity. 
riot H T hey are full as forward to throw away their Money, 
5 Jas to receive or hoard it up. They are ſeldom ſo fond 
— even of their Sweetmeats, but, if they are not of a 
> very unfriendly and ſelfiſh Caſt, they will frankly give 
Pies cheir Companions a Share with them. Therefore, while 


Parents are ſollicitous to guard them againſt Avarice 
leg and Narrowneſs of Soul, I reckon it not amiſs to mo- 
Ob- gerate the Openneſs. of their Temper, and check a 
their Spirit of Prodigality. If they could be inſtructed in 
he true Value and Uſe of Money, without admiting 


or 
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or prizing it, it would be a great Advantage to them, 
and reſtrain the prodigal, without encouraging the grip- 
ing or hoarding Humour. They ſhould be taught to 
huſband their Stock, that it may go as far as poſlible, 
cso ſave in ſome Inſtances of leſs Neceſſity, that 
they may afford to be liberal ia others more preſſing 
—— to compare Caſes and Objects, as to Merit, Indi- 
gence and other Circumſtances, —to retrench all 
ſuperfluous, and eſpecially hurtful Expence ; that they 
may be as impartially and extenſively uſeful as poſſible. 
In ſhort, they ſhould be taught to be liberal without, 
being profuſe ; and frugal, but not ſordid. | 
Eugenio's Remark, ſaid Sophron, puts me in Mind 
of another Extreme, which, I imagine, ought to be 
guarded againſt, on the Side of Good-nature ; I mean 
that Softneſs and Puſillanimity, into which it is apt 
to degenerate, unleſs diſcreetly tempered. For though 
I was wonderfully pleaſed with thoſe Overflowings of 
Humanity, which appear in Hiero's Diſcourſe, yet I 
cannot help obſerving that there may be an Exceſs of 
Goodneſs, or rather, I believe, I ſhould ſay Good- 
nature, when there wants a juſt Degree of Indigna- 
tion at Folly and Vice; a Diſpoſition highly miſchie- 
vous to public Society and private Perſons. Some | 
Children would carry their Good-nature to ſuch an 
Exceſs, that without proper Diſcipline, they would 
grow perfect Dolts, mere paſſive Drones ; ſo ſimple, | 
that they would have no Will of their own, ſuch | 
pure Figures of Wax, that you might mold their In- | 
clinations juſt as you would. They cannot contradiCt | 
their Company, nor know how to reſiſt their Impor- | 
tunities. Such are avt, through a vicious Complai- | 
ſance, to run into any Exceſſes, to which they are 
invited by Company, or Example. To ſhun this Ex- 
19 ; treme, 
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treme, they ſhould be taught the Importance of their 
Character, and be inſpired with a juſt Regard fot 
themſelves. The dangerous Confequences of a falſe! 
Modeſty, and weak, Complaiſance, may be ſhewn them 
by living. and therefore intereſting, Examples of ſuclvt | 
as by giving into theſe, have ſpoiled their Conſtitu- 
tions and ruined their Fortunes Bet great: Care and 
Caution muſt here be uſed, that the young Pupils 
may, as much as is poſſible, ſeparate and diſtinguiſh 
the Petſons from their Foibles and Vices; that 
white they conſider the latter with Auerſion and Hor- 
ror, they may look upon the; former with Pity: and: 
Humanity, The Meaaneſs too of being quite led a- 
way by ethers; may bel ſtronply, painted in order to 
induce: them to reſiſt the Solllcitations af others; with- 
out being peeviſhror rude; and to dare to adlere ta 
what is right, in ſpite of Ridicule for Singularit. 
To guard them the more efſectuallynagainſſ a paſs 
ſve land. mean: ſfitited Tameneſs o I think it of no ſmall 
Confequence to impreſs them, as Hiero adviſed, with 
ſtrong Notions of, Rigi and Mrong, and make them 
as ſenſible of the Regard they owe to themſelves, as 
of that which is due from them to others If they 
receive. an Affront, or Blow from a School-Fellow, 1 
would wink fat them, though they did not take ĩt ver 
tamely; and even allow them to be angty but without 
indulging a Spirit of Revenge, and where Redreſs is 
not at Hand, upon great Occaſions, to uſe the lawful 
Means of Self- defence. For ſuch a generous Indigna- 
tion is the natural Seed of true Bravery and F ortitude 


of. Mind, Which can never come to Maturity, where it 


is entirely wanting. LI am very far from adviſing any 


Indulgence; to a quarrelſome Humour, but, I thiak, it 
Wm ng extraordinary Degree of Diſcerament to 
Cc 
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diſtinguiſh between the Workings of — a wel | ot] 


cious or revengeful Spirit; and what 'ariſes from a Be 

true Senſe of Honour, and a juſt: Value for a Man's 1y 

on Character. The Former ought, at all Adventures, the 

to be diſcountenanced; but the Latter, when exerted ſol 
upon proper Occaſions, and in. juſt Meaſures, ſhould ten 

| be cultivated and improved. A Spirit that bears every Þ 
| al 


Injury tamely, can never. riſe to any Thing great or 
conſpicuous in Life, but muſt neceſſarily fink into Ser- 
vility and Contempt. At the ſame Time that Children 
ate kept ſenſible and awake to thkir own Rights an BY e 
i Intereſts, in which, I confeſs, they but rarely fail; 
5 they cannot he inſpired with too etquiſite a Senfibility' 
20 thoſe of Mankind, eſpecially ſuck as are of the Str 
moſt important and ſacred Nature. For this Purpoſe to 
I would endeavour to perſuade them; that Mankind 


are all originally on a Level— That the Differences Ge 
N of Rank; Fortune; and other external Circumſtances, ih 
| r 


| do not diſſolve any of their natural Rights And, 
| that whatever peculiar Advantages !they- enfoy above 80 
| others, they tall for higher Degrees of Humanity and 
|  Condeſcenſion, to grace and ſupport them. If they 
New any Marks of Inſolence, Contempt, or even Sul- . 77 
| lenneſs to their Inferiors, it ought - immediately to be 

i checked; and they ſhould be ſhewn, by the Example | 
| of Others; and the Confeſſion of ' all; what a wide | any 
Difference there is between true Dignity, and that | 


ſullen Pride which only apes it. Therefore 1 would | 2 
neyer humour them in their Incroachments on others, | ws | 


nor allow them to break in upon the Property of any | M. 
of their School-fellows, And I would to "the utmoſt A 


diſcourage their ſtriking Servants, or calling Names i ins _ 
Fit of Paſſion. Such Actions naturally make Children . 


ef that thoſe whom they Qrike, or injure in any 
other 
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other Way, are either of an inferior Species, or at the 
Beſt are made to be only their Slaves, and conſequent- 


ly that they have a Right to play the Tyrants over 


them. Such Notions muſt naturally produce that In- 
ſolence and Inhumanity, which are the common At- 
tendants of uncivilized Grandeur. | 

1 Remember, I once made a Viſit in an opulent 
Family, where I was ſtruck with ſeveral Inſtances of 
Miſmanagement, that would have fpoiled the moſt vir- 
tuous and, beſt-tempered Children in the World. They 
were allowed to treat the Servants with the utmoſt 
Contempt and Arrogance, nor muſt they debaſe their 
Dignity, by being ſeen diſcourſing with them. If 
Strangers, of a Rank inferior to themſelves, preſumed 


to accoſt them, and aſk. them any Queſtions, they 


were taught to keep a diſdainful Silence; or, if they 
defigned to open their Mouth, it was with a ſullen 


Coldneſs, and an apparent Conſciouſneſs of their ſupe- 


rior Quality. Frequently they took Place of Strang@rs; 


and were ſet above them at Table, had a greater At- 


tention paid to their little Fancies and Wants; and 
by many broad Hints were put in Mind of their Dig- 
nity, as much as the others were of their Diſtance, 
Though I heartily diſapprove too great Familiarity with 
Servants and People of a very low Rank; yet Huma- 
nity and Affability to them cannot be too much incul- 


cated. Were a Perſon never to converſe or have any 


Intercourſe with his Inferiors, he would be pre- 
cluded from all Opportunity of exerciſing ſeveral of 
the moſt amiable Virtues, that can adorn the human 
Mind. And Hoſpitality towards Strangers ought 
always to be repreſented and applauded, as one of 
the moſt generous and elevated Virtues of Humanity, 


the Want of which, betrays an untaught and ſavage 


CC 2 Mind. 
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Mind. Complaiſance and Affability ſhould be ſet ſorih 
as its inſeparable Companions. And this Leſſon ſhould 
be conſtantly ſounded in their Ears, that their Rank 
and Condition will be better ſupported by an unaſ- 


ſuming Carriage, and an eaſy Humanity, than by the 


moſt peeviſh and imperious Statelineſs. High Marks 
of Diſpleaſure ought to be expreſſed againſt Children, 
'for any Rudeneſs they ſhew to Strangers, though far 
beneath them in Rank or Fortune. They ſhould be 
encouraged in talking freely with them, and making 
1hemſelves agreeable. - But I am afraid, Gentlemen, 


"theſe are Leſſons, which the opulent Part of the World, 
and many of thoſe diſtinguiſhed by Titles, will not | 
be very forward to teach their Children; and there- | 
Fore I deſpair to ſee a Reformation of Taſte in cheſe | 
Articles. 
In the Education of Youth; ſaid Conſtant, Nothing | 
ſeems to me to deſerve more Care and Pains, than to | 
poſſeſs them ſtrongly with a Senſe of the Connection 
they have with the Public, and the Meanneſs of all Þ 
ſel ſiſn and narrow Views. I conſider Man in three 
great Views, as a rational Being; then, as a ſocial | 


one; and laſt of all, as a Child of the ſupreme Parent, 
a Creature of the Author and Governor of the Uni- 
verſe, who knows all his Actions, and to whom he is 
.accountable for them. Philander has conſidered him 


e r < 
N 3 


in the ff View, and Hiero in the Laff. In the ſecond 
J think he ſuſtains an, important Character, and the Part 
he has to act deſerves an eſpecial Regard. Now the 
_= eſſential Ingredient in this, is public Spirit and 
Leue of one's Country. And the moſt oppoſite Prin- 
ciple to the public Character, with which Nature hath | 
inveſted us, is that little wretched Thing we call 


Selene. This is a Quality which, above all Things, 
debaſes 


. - 
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-  debaſes human Nature, as Man is a ſocial ” | 


and is accompanied with the moſt pernicious Effects, 
with Regard to the Community of which he is a Mem- 


ber. Therefore were a Senſe of the Connection they 


have with the Public, and their Obligations to pro- 


mote its Intereſts, ſtrongly imprinted upon the Mind 
of Louth, it would lead them} in the future buſy 
Scenes of public Life, to act in a more wide and exalted 
Sphere. We ſhould then ſee them keep the Good of 
their Country more ſteadily in View, and never dare 
to proſtitute or even poſtpone it to Self- Intereſt, upon 
any Occaſion whatever; nay, they could not do it 
- Without a ſecret Check from within nor without 


the ſharp Stings of Remorſe, for a ding againſt the plain 
Relations and honourable Engagements of ſocial Life. 


Here it may be ſaid, that by making them good Mer, 
they will, of Courſe, become good Patriots. Tis true, 


in ſome Reſpect, ihat juſt private Affection is the Foun- 
dation of that which is public - But yet there are many 
ſenſible of the private Relations of Life, who have 
little Senſe of what they owe to the public, Tt was 
formerly obſeryed by Philandey, that this is one of the 
laſt Connections we take in. A Conſequence of 
which is, that it cannot be expected that fo large an 
Affection as is the Love of our Country, ſhould ap- 
pear very early, or before its Object is, in ſome 
Meaſure, apprehended. As our Views are enlarged 
our Affections grow wider of Courſe, and are referred 
to more Objects. The Progreſs of Nature is from a 
narrow Point, even from Senſe, and the Appetites 
which” accompany it. By Degrees, Self enlarges its 
Circle, and takes in ampler Gratifications,7as its Powers 
unfold themſelves. A Family comes next, towards 
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which new AﬀeCions are formed, Friendſhips and 


— m 


8 6 to more enlarged Attachments. At length the Circle 
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Affinities open a wider Connection, and give Birth 


dilates to a Neighbourhood, of which ſome Idea muſt 


| be formed, ere the Mind can be affected towards it, 


or intereſted in its Fate. In like Manner a Town, a 


a Country, muſt be comprehended, or at | 
leaſt, ſome faints Image or Idea of them, to excite Þ 
Affections correſpondent to them. Sophron has al- 
0 — giren one good Reaſon, why People now are 
not ſo apt to perceive their Connection with the Public 


as formerly; when not only the political Inſtitutions, 


but the Genius of ęvery Thing in the Community | 


"breathed a public Spirit, and pointed to a common 


. Intereſt. Perhaps another Reaſon may likewiſe be | 


aſſigned, that it is not ſo eaſy for us Moderns to take 
in our Connection with the Public, becauſe it is a 
larger Whole; and the Generality did not ſs much 
- fee] their Influence in the State, as the Ancients, 
- whoſe Forms of Government were more popular, or 

- confined” toa particular City or Province; where all 
- could diſcern their immediate Intereſt in public Con- 
cerns ; and the greateſt Part had ſome Share in the 
Management. There are however ſtill among us 
ſeveral public Images to ſuggeſt Ideas of. a Public, 
and conſequently to excite public Affections; our 
public' Buildings, Courts, Halls, Gardens, national 
Aſſemblies, Councils, F leets, and the like Symbols 
which direct our View to a common Good, in which 
all ſhare in ſome Degree. Let the Pupil therefore be 
accuſtomed to attend frequently to thoſe, and obſerve 
their Reference to a public Weal ; that ſuch Ideas may 
grow familiar to his Mind that every Thing he ſees 
and is converſant'with, may ſtrike him with his Re- 
lation to the Public, and put bim in Mind' of the , 
«$5, Duties 
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Duties he owes his Country. Whatever Science, Art, 


or Profeſſion he applies to, let him be taught to obſerve 


the Connection it has with public Utility; that hit? 
Studies, and daily Occupations, may run in a public 
Channel,. ——and that his private Intereſt may appear 


| not only connected with that of the Public, but like- 


- wiſe ſubordinate to it. 
Was our public Education upon a Footing, i in every 


Reſpect ſuch as it is to be wiſhed, I ſhould reckon it an 


admirable Way to form the Youth to public Virtue, 
and Love of their Country. The being educated in 
a public Manner, or in Companies, is, undoubtedly 
a very proper Method toinſpire Men with public Views, 
Feelings and Affections. There the Youth form Friend- 
ſhips, ſee their Connections with others, and their 
Subordination and Reference to a Whole. They learn 


to know their Rank, and ſubſide into their proper Sta- 


tion. They grow more active, ſocial and high-ſpirited. 
Their Companions and School- Fellows come to be 
conſidered under the Relation of their Country- men; 
and their private Affections do, by Degrees, ftretch to 
-a Zeal for their common Country, or even to a more 


extenſive Philanthropy. 


But as Nothing is apt to affect the human Mind in 
a ſtronger Manner than what regards itſelf, I would 
endeavour to convince Youth, by the proper Detail of 


Facts, how much their own private Intereſt is connec. 


ted with, and comprehended in that of the Public z — 
the Privileges of Citizens, with the Good of the Com- 
munity, or City, to which they belong that again 
with the Welfare of the Metropolis, or of the whole 
Nation. We love whatever is like ourſelyes, or in 


any Sort related to us. — whatever gives us back the 


_— of ourſelves, and falls in with our private Pre- 
judices 
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judices or Paſſions, or conduces, in any Reſpect, to dur 
Intereſt. Children are fond of the Spot where they 
were nurſed, and educated, the Places which they uſed 
to frequent, where they lived, played and converſed | 
with their Companions. Therefore a ſudden and. al- | 
moſt involuntary Preference is given to an Acquaintance, 
a Relation, a Neighbour, a Fellow-Citizen, a Country- 
man, in Caſes where a Competition ariſes between them 
and Strangers. And no Doubt Nature intended it 
ſhould be ſo; that our Minds might not be diſtracted 
. amidſt the ee eee of Affection; and that the 
Tie might be drawn cloſeſt, where we have generally | 
the greateſt Power and Means of doing good. — | 

Therefore to intereſt the Youth in their City, Pro- 
vince, or r Country, let him be convinced that it is 
their's, that their Intereſts are inſeperable—that 
they gain when it flouriſhes, and ſuffer when it decays 
and that the Good or III of every Individual re- 
flects upon them, by Sympathy or Communication. But, | 
that they may not be miſſed by miſtaken Views of In- 
tereſt, they muſt be convinced, they muſt fee/ that 
their Happineſs is of a wider Extent than mere per- | 
ſonal Pleaſures or Gains—That they muſt be more | 
or leſs happy or miſerable, as others are ſo—that their 
beſt Enjoyments ariſe from Participation — that in | 
ſhort, we find the moſt exquiſite Pleaſure in the moſt | 
extenſive Happineſs, not only of our Country, but of | 
Mankind—that therefore the higheſt Self-Intereſt is | 
to promote the greateſt public Good. One thoroughly | 
poſſeſſed of ſuch Principles as theſe, will not barter 
a ſingle Grain of Honour forthe moſt ſplendid Titles, 
nor betray his Country, or even meanly ſhrink from | 
its Service, though a World were to be the Bribe. Let 
55 Youth be early inſpired with ſuch public- ſpirited 
Sentiments, 


have but too often ſeen, but ſuch as we always wiſh 
for. But I doubt we have incroached too much on 


- Hiero's' Province. For my Part I beg his pardon, and 
hope he will now procee 


Warmth, and a certain Pathos of Voice and Man- 


Method ſhould be omitted, Which may be thought 
of real Efficacy to impreſs a ſtrong Senſe of what they 
owe to it, upon the Minds of Youth. But from the 
little J have ſeen of the World, I am convinced it is 


a true Senſe of Religion, a full Perſuaſion of an Inviſible 


than to imagine we came into the World for no other 


Honours and Profits that are to be had in it, without a 


. laſt Relation to the univerſal Parent, becauſe I do not 
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Sentiments, and they will be Patriots, not ſuch as we 


_ Conſtant finiſhed his Diſcourſe with a good Deal'of 


ner, that is peculiar to him, when he opens upon the 
Subject of the Public. 

I much approve, ſaid Hiero, of our Friend's Zeal 
for the Public, and entirely agree with him, that no 


Power, who ſees and knows every Thing, and, as we 
behave well or il} in this Life, will accordingly reward 
or puniſh us in another, that only can "eſidain our giddy 
Paſſions, controul our hea d- ſtrong Appetites, and ſtop 
us in the full Career of our narrow Purſuit after Self- 
Intereſt, and the Enjoymentsof Pleaſure and Power: I 
call it narrow, becauſe, in my Apprehenſion, Nothing 
betrays a greater Narrowneſs, and Meanneſs of Spirit, 


Reaſon, than to ſerve ourſelves of the Pleaſures, the 


Regard to the particular Community we ſtand connected 
with, a more enlarged View to the Intereſts of Mankind 
in general, and the Relation we bear to our ſupreme and 
all bounteous Parent and Benefactor. I mention this 


ſee how we can form a juſt and perfect Idea of Society, 
. having a direct View to the great and * 
e 
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Head of it. He who inveſted us in our ſocial hi 
is the ſupreme Judge of our Conduct, and to him we 
are accountable for the ſeveral Parts we have aQted: His 


Law is binding, where human Laws, through Ignorance 


or Wickedneſs, are defective; and its Sanctions reach 


where thoſe of civil Authority and Power cannot. So 
_ that he is the Head and ſupreme Governor of the Social 
 Syflem, who unites its Parts, inſpires its Connections, 


and animates the whole Body with Life and Vigour. 


3 > 


Therefore I do not conceive how any Member of So- 


ciety can act a conſiſtent Part, and fulfil his Obligati- 
ons to the Community to which he belongs, without 
a Senſe of his Connection with its almighty Head, 
and without recognizing his Authority, which is ſu- 
preme. To be thoroughly ſocial then, one muſt be 
truly religious. 

"Theſe are Principles that may ans the Steadinef 
of a Man's Conduct in Life; 


tempt, and ſinking ſo low as to be the Objects not 


of public Hatred only, but of the loweſt Ridicule. } 
Would I change Characters, and the refined Pleaſures 
of internal Freedom and Self-Approbation with ſuch 
.a Man? No! I can look down upon him—I confi- | 
der him in the View of an abject Wretch, a Nuiſance | 
to the Public, one that ought to be baniſhed to live a- 
- mong ſuch Brutes, as fawn upon the Hand that feeds | 
them, and which, by over-feeding, makes them fat and 
 fleek indeed, but unfit for Service, and over · ſtocked with 
malignant 


and wherever theſe are 
wanting, we ſee Men of the brighteſt Parts, and the 
. moſt enlarged Capacities, faulter and vary in their Be- 
haviour; and however they may pride themſelves in 
the Wantonneſs of Power, the Splendor of Titles, | 
or the Poſſeſſion of Riches, yet through the indirect 
Ways they purſue and obtain them, falling into Con- | 
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| malignant Humours, and a baſe Blood, ready to grow 
| putrid upon every little Diſorder. How little the or- 


' dinary Principles of Philoſophy, without Religion, are 
e able to ſupport the Mind, againſt the Temptation ot 
1 Power, and Brilliancy of Riches, we have a notorious 
) Inſtance! in Seneca, and even in the inflexible Cato. 
And how much modern Experience confirms the ſame” 
, Truth, Lappeal, Gentlemen to the lighteſt Obſerva- 
t. tion. For this Reaſon, as well as others, I thought 
= the imprinting an early and deep Senſe of Religion on 


i- the Pupil's Mind, an eſſential Part in a complete Plan 
ut of Education. For ſurely of all Connections and Re- | 
d, lations, that in which he ſtands to his Maler is the 
u- higheſt, and of firſt Dignity. To ſettle this important 
Point on a rational Footing, and eonſequently to rivet- 
religious Impreſſions more ſtrongly and durably on the 
Mind, I thought that Courſe or Series of religious 
Inſtructiont, whieWl formerly ventured y recommeng, 1 
a neceſſary Preparative anne 42 * * 
Man by his original Coiltitatich, was, l 1 wink, 
defigned to be a rational, and conſequently a' religious ; 
Creature: Many of his Powers and Affections would 
have been aſcleſs without ſuch a religious” or divine 
Deſtination. One Thing is certain, that no Object, 
ſhort of Drrrv, is commenſurate either to bis Intel- 
ki#ual of moral Faculties and Diſpoſitions. Phe Per- 
fection of Reaſon, and Divinity of Virtue, find here 
alone an Object adequate to their Energy and vital 
Operation. To each Relation therefore, in which the 
Creature Mam ſtands to the Deity, there correſponds 
a peculiar T rain of Powers. ind Feelings, and is ape, 
propriited A peculiar Coutfe'of Actions, How then are 
the former to be educed ant the latter followed, but 
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ing a Licht, as ſhall direct che Energies of che Soul ta 
their proper Object and End. Whatever thereſore 
tends to impreſs a Senſe of the Relations, muſt, in 


Proportion to the Force of the Impreſſion, be efficacious 


towards producing the Affections and Conduct correſ- 
pandent to them. The Deity; alone has an intimate 
Communication . with the human, Mind, and conſe- 
quently he only can, by an immediate Influence, pene · 
trate its inmoſt Springs, and direct ot controul ite 
Powers. The, Extent of one Mortal's Energy or: 
Action, on the Mind, of another, is of a. different 
Kind, more narro and infinitely leſs efficaciouss To 
this over-ruling Mind, then, we muſt leave the ade- 
quate Direction of all inferior Minds, and the: full 
Adjuſtment of their Motions, From him alone we 
expect that mighty. and enliveging Enetgy, Which is 
to re- compoſe every jarring Motion, and call forth 
the perfect Exerciſe. of the ſeveral POwWw˖ rs. 

Therefore, with an entire Reſignation to his in- 
variable Orders, and an humble Dependence on his 
ſuperiot Influence, let us feeble. and ignorant Mortals 
attempt only what is within our own Province, and 
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and Dependance in a Creature between that of s' 
| Benefactor; and the correſponding Obligation to Gra- 
„ titude, Truſt, and Love that of a Lau- giver and 
1 Judge; and the Duties of Regard to his Authority, 


L and Submiſſion to his Will that of a perfect Pattern ; 
| and humble Imitation; of the Fountain of all Wiſ- 
5 dom, and Power, and Happineſs ; and of an entire 
* Devotion to him, and a conſtant Application to bis 
1 Goodneſ. and ſo of the reſt. By making him often 


attend to the Divine Providence, particularly to thoſe 
Diſpenſations of it which I formerly mentioned, and 
to the Perfections of God diſplayed therein, as well as 
in his Works, I would accuſtom him, if poflible, to 

an habitual Veneration of his Maker, and an affeQing 
Senſe of his Preſence and conſtant Super-intendency 
over human Affairs; —eſpecially that all his Thoughts, 
Paſſions, and Purſuits Tie open to his all-ſeeing Eye z 
that this Preſence is ever ready to befriend him 
if he do well, and chaſtiſe him if he do ill; ——that 
therefore he ought ever to act under an Impreſſion of 
infinite Wiſdom, Power and Goodneſs, —and be ani- 
mated by theſe, to excel in every Virtue, and guard 
againſt the firſt and minuteſt Acceſs to Corruption and 
Vice. Thoſe ſtriking Exhibitions of Dz1Ty which I 
formerly mentioned, as expreſſed in ſenſible and aſto- 
niſhing Events, will make the moſt powerful Impreſſions 
on the Pupil's Mind, and by conſequence will bid faireſt 
for calling forth ſuck Sentiments and Affections as they 
are fitted to produce. Therefore frequently revolving 
the Hiſtory of thoſe Events, muſt be of great Service 
towards the Attainment of the End propoſed. 

If there are any Diſpoſitions in human Nature 
friendly and connatural to ſuch Impreſſions ; if, for 
Inſtance, there be any Perception of Beauty and De- 
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ſign in the Order of Nature any Admiration of 
Grandeur, —any Sympathy with the Happineſs of 
others. any Senſe of Honour and Applauſe, — 

any Complacence in Virtue, or any Sentiments of 
Gratitude to one's Benefator ;——if there be any 
Senſe of a governing Mind and Providence, or of his 
PerfeQtions,—any Tendency to Truſt and Reſigna- 
tion, to ſuperior Power, Wiſdom, or Goodneſs ;j—— 

or, in ſhort, any Aſpiring of Mind towards Heaven 
in Caſes of Diſtreſs ;——I would improve all theſe 
natural Principles : I call them -natural, becauſe we 
ſcarce find a Man without ſome Degree of them: I 
| fay, I would improve them to inforce the religious Im- 
Freſſons we want to make on the Pupil's Mind, and 
thus exalt- what is Natural to Religion, to Divinity, 
and the ſublimeſi Virtue. 

To theſe Impreſſions of natural Religion, I would 
Join the more powerful Inforcements of that which is 
revealed. To prepare his Mind for the readier Recep- 
tion of it, I would endeayour to ſhew him his Igno- 


kance, even in Things of the greateſt Importance, 


and conſequently the Need he has of Inſtruction 3 1 
would defire him often to attend to the Force of his 
Paſſions and Affections, which being continually expo- 
ſed to Danger from all Quarters, may eaſily. lead him 
znto all Manner of Vice and Corruption. This will 
| dipole 1 him to welcome any Aid, which the gracious 
Parent of Mankind ſhall deign to beſtow, and to ſet an 


high Value on the ſeveral Revelations he has been 


pleaſed to grant to ignorant and corrupt Mortals. And 
indeed, what an ignorant Creature is Man, without 
ſome Kind of Revelation, or Inſtruction, (if you will 
chuſe rather to give it that more faſhionable Name) 


whether at Inſtruction is communicated to us im- 
| mediately 
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mediately from the Fountain of all Truth and Wiſ⸗ 
dom, or from him by the Interventions ot our Fellow- 
Mortals! How unform'd and ſavage, nay how head- 
ſtrong in all his Paſſions, and how unapt for the Pur- 
poſes of ſocial Life, till he is molded,, and in a Mans 
ner re- created, by an happy and divine Culture! 

By a fair Exhibition of Chri/tianity, I would en- 
deavour to inſpire him with the Love of ſo. amiable 
and benevolent an Inſtitution and by a juſt Deli- 
neation of the Character of its exalted Author, in the 
Hiſtory of his Life, call forth . theſe Sentiments of 
Veneration, Submiſſion, Gratitude, and Love, which 
fo heroic and meritorious, ſo ſacred and vine a A 
racter claims. 

I would not puzzle his tender and duclile Mind, 8 
thoſe abſtruſe Speculations and barren Controverſies, 
which have been made the Badges of Parties, and 
often converted. the beſt-natured Religion in the 
World, into an Engine of mortal Hatred and mutual 
Hoſtilities between its Profeſſors. As the Religion of 


1 Chriſt was deſigned as a plain conſiſtent Rule of 
Life, and not a Syſtem of abſtracted Reaſonings and 
a Speculations to influence the Heart more than to 
f fill the Head; I would endeavour above all Things, to 
3 awaken that high Spirit of diſintereſted and extenſive _ 
Virtue, which it recommends and breathes through- 
2 out— that ardent and undiſſembled Love of God 


and Mankind that thorqugh Self- government and Pu · 
rity of Heart that inflexible Integrity and Reſignatĩ- 
on to Providence that Elevation above the World, 

and Contempt of Wealth and worldly Grandeur 
(the greateſt Enemies to Chriſtian Perfection) which 
were as gloriouſly eminent in its firſt Profeſſors, as. 


they are now, by many, thought to be remarkably de- 
ſective in its preſent ones. | That 


* 
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That he may attain this noble Spirit, and renera? x 


Aptitude for the various Duties of Life (the true Source 
of all inward Freedom and Pleaſure) I would endea- 
Your to convince him of the Neceſſity and Advantage 
of frequent Application to the Fountain of all Being and 

ion, and of maintaining a daily Intercourſe 
with him ; then I would defire him to lay his Mind 
open to thoſe ſecret Irradiations of divine Wiſdom and 
Love, which the benevolent Father of all never fails 
to communicate to all ſuch as 2252 after his Influ- 
ence. 

Let the pupils Heart be once kindled ad rofpirit- 
ed after this Manner, by a Fire lighted from above ; 
J am confident he will not be a Stranger to any 
ſocial or chriſtian Virtue ; he will breathe the very 
Spirit and Genius of his Maſter, be a good Son, Pa- 
rent, Neighbour, Friend, a Friend to Mankind, a 
Patriot in Reality and Subſtance, not by Profeſſion 
or in Show only; equally unſeduced by Pleafure and 
Power ; ; great amidſt Afflictions, and in Proſperity, 
ever attentive to the Wants, and watchful of the 
| Intereſts of his Fellow-Creatures ;——at all Times 
conſiſtent with himſelf, and fteadily virtuous to the 
End of Life. The Principles of Religion, therefore, 


will be the beſt Counter-charm to the Allurements | 
of Pleaſure, and the ſureſt Preſervative againſt the 
Corruptions of the World. And, without the Help Þ 
of theſe, I do not ſee, how Mankind can, in this 
mixed and dangerous Scene of Things, maintain an | 


uniform and uncorrupted Virtue. 


And now, Gentlemen continued Hiero, you have [| 


my Thanks for having fo well ſupplied my DefeQs, 
and filled up, by your ingenious Obſervations, what 


remained of the Plan. F at apprehend there is no 
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Occaſion now for my ſaying any Thing concerning 
Diligence and Induftry, the laſt Things I propoſed. to 
accuſtom Youth to, in as much as theſe are beſt ' 
learned by daily Exerciſe, or by finding proper Em- 
ployment or Diverſion for all their Hours, and making 
theſe mutually relieve each other; ſo that they ſhall 
long as much for the Return of their Taſk,. as of the 
Amuſement that ſucceeds” it, or, rather ſhall, think 


their Leſſon a Relief. from the Fatigue of Play. 


There is only one Thing, Gentlemen, ſaid Phi 
lander, which 1 beg leave to obſerve ; that, without 
Deſign, you ſeem to have made the two grand Springs 
of Government, Rewards and Puniſhments, in our 


; Embryo-Inftitution, to lie in PRAIsE and BLA; 


believe very juſtly ; and cannot help think- 
ing, that it requires a good Deal of Diſcretion to 


manage thoſe right. Boys love Praiſe exceedingly, 


and under proper Regulations, it may be made the 


prime Inſtrument of Education, a noble Spur to Dili= 
gence and every other Virtue. But it ought never to 


be given unleſs the Thing commended be really - lau- 
dable. And Children ſhould never be allowed to 
compare themſelves with others, in order to prevent 
that over-weaning Conceit of themſelves, which they 
are apt to fall into. It is true, the Virtue of others 
may be ſet before them as Goads to ſtimulate them 
to Induſtry and a generous Emulation ; but the Cha- 
racters of others are not to be proftituted as Poils, 


either to palliate their Defects or heighten their Vir- 


tues. Therefore I would never praiſe them by Way 


of Compariſon, or tell them that they are more know- 


ing, more virtuous or induftrious than this or their 
For this often tends to make 
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moſt deteſtable of all Paſſions, Envy, which 1 85 
by every Method, to be quaſhed. In order indeed to 
guard a Youth wind the Exceſs of ſome Paſſions, it 
may be neceſſary to ſhew their pernicious Effects, in 
the Examples of ſome of his Acquaintance ; that he 
may ſurvey, in cool Blood, the Deformity and Danger 
of immoderate Paſſion. Thus I would ſhew him how 


ſome of his School-Fellows have loſt their Reputation, 
and are treated with Contempt for having cheated 


their Comrades, or done any other dirty Trick. 
To expoſe the Deformity of Drunkenneſs in all 
its Horror, he need only be ſhewn, as the Spartan 
Boys were, what apitiful contemptible Creature a Man 
in Liquor is, how far he debaſes his Nature, and 
finks his Credit in the Eyes of every ſober ſenſibte 
Man. 1 would convince him of the Crime of Injuſ- 
tice, by pointing out to bim in ſome Inſtances the In- 
dignation expreſſed, and the ſevere Proſecutions. car- 
ried on by the Injured againſt the Injurious. In order 
to teach him the Miſchief of exceſſive Anger, I would 
let him ſee how furious and frantic it often makes 
the enraged Creatures, and how ſoundly they are 

ſometimes beaten by their Fellow-Townſmen, for the 

Effects of their Paſſion. Thus I would inſtruct him 
in the Way of Example; but at the ſame Time to pre- 


vent odious Compariſons of himſelf with others, I | 
would breed him up to a modeft and ingenuous Senſe | 
of his own Merit, and teach him to take more Plea- | 
ſure in contemplating the Beautfes than the Blemiſh- N 
es of another's Character, by diſcovering a Regret in 
obſerving the Failings, but a peculiar Satisfaction in 
Pointing out, and dwelling upon the Excellencies of | 


others. A Youth thus educated will be modeſt in 
Judging of hir eu Merit, candid in eftimating that 


of | 
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Satisfaction) a ſober, manly, virtuous Youth grow- 


verlation, and every Female Accompliſhment. 


of others, more forward to commend than to con- 


demn; and he will cenſure with 1 where be 
nt praiſe. 


Were our Youth educated upon ſome ſuch Plan, as 
you Gentlemen, have now recommended, I am con- 
vinced a great many of thoſe Miſcarriages would be 
prevented, of which we ſo juſtly complain, We 
ſhould then ſee (and who could ſee it without high 


ing up, inſtead of that lazy, effeminate diſſolute Race, 
who do ſuch Diſhonour to their Country, and bear tos 
evident Marks of an idle enervated Education. 


; 
} 


From the induſtrious Mechanic to the accom- 
pliſhed Magiſtrate, from the humbleſt Scrivener to 
the firft-rate Stateſman, we ſhould ſee every Poſt fil» 
led up with Men of Probity and Parts. 


And were the Ladies educated upon the ſame Plan, 
with proper Allowance for the Diſtinctions of Cha- 
racter, we ſhould find the Britiſh Fair as much diſ- 
tinguiſhed by their Diſcretion, as natural Modeſty, 
and ſurpaſſing the Reſt of the World not only in 
Beauty, but in Elegance of Manners, amiable Con- 
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NUGENIO told us the othet Wicht, Wir he had 

been reading a School-Book, from which he 
3 he had learned more uſeful Knowledge, than 
could be acquired by turning over great Volumes of 
Philoſophy; For, added he, I was wonderfully amuſed, 
at the ſame Time that I was inſtructed in the deepeſt 
Maxims of Wiſdom and good Conduct. 

We were all curious to know what inſtructive Book 
Eugenio had been reading, when Conflant aſked him, 
if Homer or Virgil had been his moral Teacher. 

No truly; Conſtant, replied Eugenio, I was content 


to take up with an humbler Teacher than any of thoſe 


poetic Heroes. It was a plain Story-Teller of An- 


tiquity, who not daring to riſe ſo high as the Wars of 


Gods and Men, tells us ſtrange Tales of the Adven- 


tures of Birds and Beaſts, and delivery Oracles from 
the Oaks and Trees. You may perceive I mean & ſs, 


that renowned Liar and Fable-wwright of ancient Times; 
who, they ſay, earned a Livelihood, and got into the 
Favour of the Great, by making and retailing his Fa- 
bles. This, Conſtant, was my moral Inſtructor, and 
I was peruſing him in his Mother- Tongue, in plain 


Greek ; in which I think he tells his Tales with more 
Sprightlineſs and ingenious Turns, than any of his Tran- | 


flators or Commentators have done for him in their 
new-faſhion'd Compoſitions. | 
Was then the polite Eugenio, ſaid Conſtant, con- 


| —_ to be entertained with ſuch an homely Teller of 


Tales t 


—vyꝛ— | 


3 
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Tales ? I thought ſome faſhionable, modern Romance, 
the Travels of Cyrus, or a Marianne, or ſome other _ 
celebrated Novel would have better ſuited one of ſo 


- 


refined a Taſte.” But I perceive—— 4 
You may perceive, Sir, if you will, ſaid Eugenio 
interrupting him, that you judge a little haſtily —that 
the polite Eugenio has not quite ſo modern a Taſte as 
you fancied, nor ĩs ſo over-run with theLove of French 
Tinſel, but he can likewiſe admire ſome of the rough 
Ore of Antiquity. Know then, my grave Friend, that 
the ſame polite Eugenio, whoſe Taſte you ſo highly va- 
lue, cannot only reliſh what is Greek and Roman, but 
prefers an ancient Story-Teller, or Mythologift, to all 
your modern Novelliſts; and thinks that they convey 
better Senſe and profounder Inftrugion than even the 
moſt elaborate Syſtems ; and, I am ſure, in a much 
more engagingand agreeable Manner. 13 
Here Philander perceiving that the Diſcourſe w 
like to grow perſonal, interpoſed between the two An- 
tagoniſts and ſaid, without enquiring, Gentlemen, 
into your reſpective Taſtes, I have often wondered, 
How, or by what ſtrange Difference of Genius and 
** Taſte, or by what different Diſpoſitions of Things it. - 
* has happened, that the Ancients and Moderns have 
H uſed ſuch different Ways of Inſtruction; that the 
** one delighted ſo much in Fable, Allegory and Mimi- 


* cry ; and the others have ſo much employed the Way 
** of Syſtem, Precept and methodical Inſtruction. Did 


the Ancients underſtand Human Nature better than the 
Moderns? Or were their Scholars more ignorant and 
ſtupid, that they found it neceſſary to uſe thoſe Baits 
of Tales and Fables to catch as well as to inſtru the 
"A rude Multitudes? Or were there better Poets then, 
of and more artful Liars than now? Or is our Genius 
es > | f 8 | * | 
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ſo improved in theſe later Times, that we love Truth, 
pure Truth, and admit it more eaſily in its naked 9 
plicity, than the Ancients did, when it was cloathed 
with all the Ornaments and Graces of Fiction? I 
have ſcarce yet been able thoroughly to latisfy my» 
ſelf to which of theſe, or to what other Cauſes, we are 

to aſcribe this Difference of Taſte and Practice. 

I think, ſaid Conſtant, we ſhould firſt be ſure of the 
Truth of the Fact. If the Ancients abounded in Fa- 
ble and Fiction, methinks we ſuper-abound. Every 
Age brings forth ſome new Species of it. Books of 
Chivalry were once in the higheſt Vogue, and wonder- 
ful Feats of martial Proweſs, as Giant-killing and 
Monfter-taming were formerly the Way of making 
Love. To them ſucceeded Arcadian Scenes, and Re- 
preſentations of a more indolent and ſighing Kind of 
Love. Theſe have, at length, improved into all the 
Warmth and Wildneſs of modern Gallantry : Polite 
Romance and Novel are now the darling Entertain- 
ments of the Age. Nothing will go down, if it be 
not ſeaſoned with a Tale : So that, I believe, for one 
Fiction among the Ancients, we have a thouſand a- 
mong.us Moderns. Our polite Neighbours have leq 
us the Way; and if Britiſh Brains are not ſo prolific 
of Romances, we ſwarm with Tranſlations which are 
no ſooner caſt off than ſwallowed, without any Diſ⸗ 
guſt at our Manner of dreſſing them. 

I fhall readily confeſs, replied Philander, that mo- 
dern Times have not been barren of romantic Ficti- 
on; but then it is generally pure Fiction, without 


$M Truth or Reſemblance to it. If the Ancients 
told Lies, they were probable Lies, founded on Na- 


ture, and copied from it. 


read of any Romances in the ancient Times of Greece 


I do not remember to have 
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or Rome, or of any of thoſe tender and gallant Scenes 
which are the main. Hinges upon which our romantic 
Viſions turn. I. heſe illuſtrious Productions ſoar be- 
yond Nature, or they give us Nature inverted, or elſe 
ſo over- charged, that we cannot diſtinguiſh her. Nor 
can I have the Charity to believe that they are calcu- 
lated to inſtruct, or make us better; they rather ſerve 
to inflame a wanton Fancy, and enervate the Mind. 
Whereas ancient Fable and Allegory are evidently 
framed to teach Wiſdom, to ſet human Life to 
view, to paint the Paſſions and their Effects, to recom- 
pence Virtue, and make Vice horrible. Every Thing, 
both in Verſe and Proſe, was informed and full of 
Life. Their Dialogues were Pictures of ordinary Con- 
verſation, and reflected Images of Men and Manners, 
Now muſt we not often pore upon Commentaries, dig 
in Syſtems, and-ſweat thro' many a dull . Eſſay or for- 
mal Treatiſe, without Life and Spirit, before we can 


pick up any Knowledge at all ? 


I ſuppoſe, ſaid Hiero, this muſt be owing to the 
different Taſte and Manners of the Times. We do 
not love the Enigmatic Way of being inſtructed by 
Fable and Allegory, where you muſt dive for a Meaning 
yourſelf, and after all your Pains cannot be ſure of the 
true one. We cannot bear to labour thro' a long 
Converſation, where the Arguments are ſifted on both 
Sides, and hangin a Kind of Equilibrium between the 
contending Parties, and where you muſt lean ſometimes 
to one Side, and then to another, without knowing 


perhaps where to fix. Truth muſt be caſt out like an 


Heap of Pearls before us, where we may chuſe and 
gather at pleaſure. We love to come immediately to 

the Point, and cannot bear to fluctuate with Reſpect tg 
our Opinions. Beſide, as has often been obſeryed, 


We 
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we cannot think of ſeeing our own Faces and Mannery 
truly repreſented, and therefore, either Recourſe muſt 
be had to falſe Perſonages and feigned Manners, as in 
our Romances and Novels; or elſe we muſt be taught 
in the formal didaQtic Way. Our ordinary Converſa- 


tions would perhaps furniſh out but ſorry Entertain- 
ment for a ſtudious Hour, if copied out in Black and 


White. The Tranſcripts muſt either be ſtuffed with 


unmeaning Compliment, or as unmeaning Gallantry, 


or Party Politics, or low Ribaldry and Scandal; or if 


they are not, they muſt appear unnatural. All Imita- 
tion therefore, of this Kind, is cut off. And as to Fable 
and Allegory, I fancy we think it is uſing us too much 
like Children, to teach us in that Way. We love to 
be inſtructed in the more manly Method of Propoſiti- 
ons, Axioms, Proofs and Demonſtration: An Heap of 
Arguments or Corollaries pleaſes our ſcientific Taſte 
better than a well-woven Tale, or an high-wrought 


Allegory. Different Ages have different Taſtes. It 


ſeems the Grecian Taſte was ſet to Fiction and Stories; 
their Poets and InftruQors complied with the prevail- 


ing Gont, and therefore abounded in Fiction. Hence 


they were over run with it; their Prieſts ſpoke in dark 
Sayings z. their Poets were Mythologiſts, or Tellers 
of Tales; and their Philoſophers wrapped up their 
profoundeſt Dogmas in Allegory : And this I imagine 
is a true Account of Philander's Phænomenon. 

Perhaps, faid Sophron, Hiero may have accounted 
for it, how it comes that we Moderns have ſo little 
Diſpoſition towards the imitating Way of Writing; 
but I much queſtion whether he has hit upon the true 
Cauſe of the Prevalence of the fabulous and fiQtitious 
Way among the Ancients. Men do gnow-a-days de- 


Kght 1 in Fiction as . the Love of Fable and 


Romance 
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Romance we; ſee. ſtill prevpils, 4hough it has taken 
another Turn. Lihould.; therefore; rather aſeribe it to 
ſome Difference in the Circywſtances of antient Times 
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that Fiction was: then ſuch. a reigning Mode of Inſtrue- 
tion. I am apt ta believe, that it ſprang from Neceſſi- 
ty, which has been the Mother of many uſeful Inven- 
tions. When Men were ſcattered upon the Face of the 
Earth, and lived in a wild uncultixated State, Orpheus, 
Linus, Theſeuss) and thoſe. other Men-tamers, found 
it. abſolutely, neceſſary to uſe every Stratagem to ſoften 
and civiliae thoſe rude Savages. When they could 
make themſelves, go, be underſtood, Inſtruction“ was 
among the firſt Things requiſite to diſtinguiſh them 
from their F ellow-Animals, their Companions in the 
Woods and. Caves. And how was this to be done? 
Not ſure by dry. Leſſons about the Origin of Things, 
che Birth of; Men, the Nature of, Society, the 
Neceſſity of Union, and the, various Forms of Po: 
lity. "Their yet, untaught Minds were incapable of 


ſuch ſublime Ideas; therefore the Founders of Cities 
employed the Powers of Muſic to gain the Attention of 


the gaping, Crouds, and then told them ſome marvel- 
lous 'Tale of the Reign of Saturn, the Galden. Age, the 
Battles of the Gods, the Lerrors of Tarzarus, the Joys 
of_Elyfum, the Story. of. Pramerheus ; and Pandora's 
Box, the Chaſtiſements of the F en By cheſe and 
the like Tales they ſtole into the Hearts of the honeſt 


"gazing Savages, impreſſe dttem with a Reverence of 


inyiſible Powers, ſhew'd the happy Effects of Juſtice 
and Laws, and awed them with che. Dread of Puniſh- 
ment ; ſo that thoſe well-contrived { yo ] Fables, 
were not only Vehicles of Knowledge and moral In- 
ſtrucklon, but admirable Engines to break and govern 
the fierce Paſſions of a avage and tumultuous Populace. 

Vor. 1 * PE ; Truth 
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Truth, unadortied, would ſcarce have bad Chtith to 
engage che Attegtient; or Min e, Teartt bf f gusfant 


and nndivilized? Men; and therefore it was Aden 


10 elothe it with PAW," art dy Tenftble or (urpti- 
fing Circumſtateeh to prbcure Attention, aud lebe 
u deep Impfeſfon in their Minds. 1 he favourable 
Reception | thoſe Tales met wich, encouragetl other 


Lawgivers aud Polftittans to Hollow the*Exaripte; and 


wake farther” Trihrovenients in! the“ Way of Fable. 


What Was at firſt au Air! 7 became aktet- 


witds Martef of refined Poffey on he one Fand, and 


curious Entettafüftent on The other? It was found 


the moſt gebe, cee k es uſe Hehe convey- 


ing Truch into che Mind. Fleet the Poets Aoptel 
Fiction and employed the Whole Michinery bf Fable, 


at once to iuſtruct aud entertain. ""Hejpef un but his 


beautiful Thecgbm, ur the Birth of the Göds, and 
clotlied his Panlllra, Who bepreſented poiiſbed Life, 


with every Grace of Heaten aud Earth. Homer ſing 


the Wrath of P#ſeus's Son, and the Wanderings of the 


ſage Ulyſſes. "Philoſophers likewiſe ſeized the poetie 
Phantoms, gave a Body to their abſtracted Notions, and 
perſonated the-Pafions and Sentiments of the Soul. 


Beſide, they found Fiction uſcful in any other Re- 


ſpects. For either they fear'd it wou be Undgerotis 
to vent ſome of their Speculatibns, eſpecially o the 
Theological Kind, among a ſuperſtitibus People, who 
would have been forward enough to arraign the Au- 
thors as impious: Or they wanted to give an auguſt 


and venerable Air to their profounder "Diſcoveries, 
and therefore coveted them with the Veit! of Allegory ; 


which, while it hid them from vulgar Eyes, gave Em- 
. ment to The more ingenious Part of Mankind to 
d out the concealed Meauing The Practice waz 
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oviginally Egyptian. but, being refined byGrecianWars, 
was ad mir dapied ta conceali and: convey the ſu- 
blimeſt Fhiloſaphy. But thoſe anhywihboihad diſcern · 
ing Eyes could ſee and unde: ſtand. Fog theſe or ſome 
ſugh Reaſons, I fancy, Were Fable and Allegory fo. 
much uſed among the Ancient. Nam. a- days Things 
tand upon a different Foatingi: Men live in Societies 
which, have been long: ſince formed, poliſhed by Laws 
and inſteuctad in, Arta ; not: ĩs there fa much. Neceſſitx 
at preſont, to. uſe thaſe! ſoothing Engines, that were. - 
applied to Mankind in the Infancy of Communities; 
and hile they were yet in / the rude prime val State. 
Ihe deepeſt: Diſcoveries in Philoſophy are now no 
longer confined: within the Walls of à Sacred College, 
or preſerved ag: Atcana by wary Fhiloſophers, only to 
he revealed ta thait Schalars cha. Initiateb, or the wiſer 
Few a/ they are open to euer Body, being expoſed/in 
broad; Daylight; Nor d Mien. in ons avs. run ſack 
riſques'in-2eniling's favourite Notion. "They may de 
fend; 'refute, comment, dictate, of ſcepticize on any 
Thing <vith all the +aft Dexterity of Wir.. The People 
are} an harmleſs Race, and the Divines diſfaining the | 
Uſeof burn Weapons, hive! tecourſe only to theig 
Pen, aüd te rationaE and "perſualive_ Argument. 80 
chat he helen al gute Maiipet of Fable and Allen 
F 
The direct aud formal Method ef Instruction has taken 
Place of the other . and we can purchaſe, at an eaſy 
Rate, large Bodies of Divinity, Philoſophy or Politics. 
7 ws, fon ee, de ow Words 
t6 Wear Seren Has ingenioully” Tuggefted on this cu. 
rious Subfeck. THE the Hiftory of Learning will 


clear up any remaining Dilculty: | You know, Gen- 


herne J TI9G TITEL 15 l. #30, 
Wem, that even àmonig the ncients, this Method 
; Ee 2 prevailed 
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ces were ſeparated, or Men had narrowly inſpected the 
Procedure of the human Underſtanding, and the Means 


of inveſtigating Truth. In thoſe Days, if I may ſay 
ſo, Men father felt than bought. Paſſion and the ſe- 
veral internal Senſes were the great Springs of 'Adtion. 

Rude as at that Time they were, unaccuſtomed to tre- 


gulate their Conduct by Maxima reſulting from deep 


Reflection; and unacquainted with the various Analo- 
gies of -. natural-and moral Things, they were firuck 
wich a fond: Enthufiaſm,:'a Mixture of Wonder and 
Self-Applauſe, on the Perception of ſuch Analogie; 
and carried headlong by all the Powers of the Soul, 
to fulfil the Precepts which they pointed out. But 
ſince Societies became numerous and knowing; as: So- 


pbron obſerved; Life took a cooler Turn, private Men 


depended more on theit own Dexterity for the Acqui- 


tion of Riches and Honours ; the Paſſions were co- 


vered; the Mind grew acute by conſtant Exerciſe ; the 
Search of Truth, both in Action and Speculation, af- 
ſumed a ſober Appearance, and Philoſophers looked on 


the Colourings and Heat of Fancy, in the ſame Light 


as a grave Man of Buſineſs regards the Beauty of a 
blooming young Gil... The long Night, of Gothic and 
Monkiſh Barbariſm not only laid waſte the Monuments 
but ſpoiled the very Taſte for ancient Imagery and Ficti- 
on. The ſubtle, diſtinguiſhing, diſputatious Genius of 
the School-Philoſophy ſucceeded, and involved every 
Thing in myſterious unmeaning Term of Art, or in 
ſuch mctaphy/ical Subtleties as were too, flender for the 
Hold of vulgar Underſtandings. Next came pouring in 
the learned and loquaciovs Controyverſies among Philo- 
bogifts © and Grammarians, about the Writings ofthe An- 
cients ; Controverſies concerning Words rather than 
X Things, 
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Things, Lud the Leute more than the Spirit of hor 
in the pofemicn Divi- 
nity which arofe at the Re rmäatlon, and whic being 
Blended'with political Intereſts, fet the one half of the 
World againft the other, and gave Birth to infinjte 
Volumes, which feldom convinced any but the Writers 
and cher own Bü 7 aig were ſcarce read by any Body 
ond Syſtematic Way of teach- 
ing alt Sei &f dint Ari, even thofe whith have moſt 
ptufe and Enthufiaſm, which prevailed” at that 
on 1418 "Univerſities:; and F ima ine the 
Death of Fable, and of thoſe other Ways of Writing, 
that depenll 1 on Pkeling and Imagination, wi. 
appent ir vety Hatitrdl ue, Por Dit len, Syſtem 
and cool 'Pnquiry, Cre” Worte Enemies to Mas, 
and poctie Tran ſport. And ſince the former have ſo 
much prevailed in modern Ti imes, that we have been 
almoſt entirely habituated to them, there is perhaps leſſ 
Neceſſity now to open the old Vein, and addreſs to our 
Underſtandings in that faneiful'and diſguiſed Manner: 
I doubt much, ſaid Simplicius,, the Method of Fic- 
tion is'as neceffity now, as in ancient Times. Men 
are ſtill Men, and though formed into regular well- ici 
proved Societies, the Generality of them are ſtill ſo 
ignorant and uncultivated, as to ſtand in need of every 
Device to render Inſtr uetion palatable to them. Syſtem 
indeed, and regular methodical Treatiſes, like Aaron 8 
Rod, which ſwallowed the Magician? and fairly baf! 
lied their magical Spells and myſtie Tacantations; ma 


bern (6 haye had aß Effset equally fatal ta the ancien 


Way of Inſtruction. But chat we are Ml not a litebe 
averſe to the graye and formal Method of Inſtruction, 


[ think the eaſy Purchaſe” of thoſe bulky Bodies 851 
phr an ane is 2 palpable Proof. And what con- 
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firms me in this Opinion, is, ſeeing bon the Generalty 
run after exery Thing that wears the Face of Story, or 
fabulous Entertainment. Men uſually take more Pains 
to feed their Imaginations than to inform their Judg- 
ments, In this Reſpe& I believe they are only older 
| Children. They love to be ſurprized and held in ſuſ- 
pence. Nothing i is more agreeable. to them than ta 
follow the Poet, or mera! Painter, ibrough, a long 
Series of Events, which open ever and anon fame new 
and aſtoniſhing Scene to their View. Whereas, they 
are very apt to ſleep over a long and dry Diſcourſe 
or Speculation, Either we are diſpleaſed with thoſe 
Airs of Wiſdom and Superiority which the Teaches af- 
ſumes, or we think ourſelves, too ſyviſe to be.diftated to. 
Therefore it has been obſeryed that, moſt artful 
Maſters of Advice have always proceeded: witk great 
- Caucion in this Affair. Knowing how delicate and 
ſqueamiſh their Scholars were, they took care to appear 
themſelves as little as poſſible; they made no imme- 
dlate or direct Application to their Minds, and in all 
Appearance ſeemed only to amuſe them with, a, Tale; 
While, at bottom, they meant moſt ſeriouſly to inſtruct 
and adviſe. They rather hinted their Failings than 
upbraided them with them, and their greateſt Art was 
employed to conceal Art. Beſide, we love to be out 
own Maſters, and make the Purchaſe for ourſelves. 
What coſts us Nothing we are apt to undervalue, and 
it is as ſoon forgot as known, ; but what, we diſcover 
ourſelyes we ate pleaſed with, as the Fruit of our own 
Induſtry. We are fond to apply Circumſtances and 
Characters, and trace Compariſons between the fancied 
Object and the Imagery, to find out the Meaning and 
Moral of the Tale, and then applaud ourſelyes for 
the * 1 might add, that abſtraQ ae. 
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or qry Speculation, oppreſſes and tires the Mind, and 
is apt, like wiſe, ſometimes to lead it into viſionaty 
Scenes remote from human Life; whereas gay Images 
and pleaſant Pictures of Paſſions. and the various Inci- 
dents of Life, ſuch as Fables and Allegories exhibit, 

relax and nouriſh the Mind, and bring)ut down from 
its ſublime Flights to: Lite and A Thereſbre L 
cannot help thinking) that Fable ef every" Kind, whe 
ther. of the purely allegorical hiftorical ur wital;' may? 
be very uſefully — — rivls 
into the Mind, but o moderate and humanize the 
Paſſions. And as nd Kind of Writings bids fairer 't6: 
be read, ſa, none will produce nobler or more laſting. 
EfeQs, if it e well en ß jqʒ . 
Lam afraid, ſubjoined C vnſſ ant, that ĩt funds ſome 
thing like a. Paradox, tot aſſinm, as Simplieius has done 


_ thas u FruthandiFigion ate ſo nearly allied, that the one 


may he made a Vekicle:to the other. Fiction is a Re- 
preſentation of Some thing that does not exiſt;” It raiſes 
Spectres and mere Viſians/of Fancy , and then, by a 
ſtrange Kind of Degepyon,: perſuades; us chat they are: 


Realitids, and intereſts us in them as if they were ſoc; 


No though grown Men may be. diverted, with ſucks 
Chimæras without Pangert, becauſe they axe ſenſible ok 
the Train that is laid for them, yet may not the Prac- 
tice of entertaining Children with Tales and Fables, 
operate too ſtrongly. upon their, Imaginations, which. 
are very warm and luxuriant ? May, it nqt give them 
an Habit of telling Lies themſelves, or elſe ſo con found., 
their Judgments, that they ſhall ſcarce. be able; to dif- 
tipguiſn between Reality and Fiction ? Will not this; 
diminiſh the Horror of a Lie, where: they; fancy a good. 
End may be anſwered by it, as deceiving . others. 
ior Ln, Profit, or. Procunning zn immediate Aung 
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to themſelves But this is not all. 1 doubt there is 


2 Tendeney in thoſe Fitions whichavc: put into Chil 
dren's Hand, to viciate their Füſtes and eerrupt the 
Heart. The Family-Tales or traditional Fables of 
Witches, Apparitions, Fairies and Hobgoblins; Which 


aften areriniprudently told by Nurſts, and ſometimes 
even by Tüfente to frighsen r Untertain Children, 
can have nd other Effect tan to fl their Minds with | 


the wildeſt" From aeg with AurtfofFears, and fretwently 
with Tow-Superftitibn? Wut (Notons Uf Life, Whit 
Taſtes for Nature, can ſuek monſtreus Fictions ks the 


Adventures of Valentine and Ot the Seven Chum. 


Pim of Chriftohdom, or ſomò ohe Eaſtern Reveries 
or Tales: 1 fay, What Tuſte em they product but 


What is falſe und prodigioully abſurd ? Ihe Mind, 


which delighes in ſuch unnatural und © extravagant 

Tales, Will hardly he brought, te rf ſober! Trotk 
and plain 'Hiſtoty. Phe ſtelely and lame 'Compoſitions 
of your French and Spuniſb Novel. Writers, have ſtill, 
if poſſible a worſe Effect. ey ih ſpire quite felte due. 
tions of Honous aud Courage, diffelve the Minde ef- 
petially of one of in amotois Turn; inte a filly whining 


Sort of Love: and in the R66ri df the” ob} Faces 


and an uſeful Activity for the Puhlic, they (ubRitite's 
fantaſtic and effeminate Thing, which they miſname 
Callantry. Every ſocial and manly Affection is ſtarved 


to feed this; the Hero is daily dying at the Feet an 


Miſtrefs, anbei is conſiderable not ls his' Virtue, or 


uleful Servites to his- Country, but according to We 


Figure be makes in her Eyes, or the Riſque He. runs 
in fighting for her, againſt alf teal or imaginafy Ri“ 


vals. "Therefore I fhôuld think it more ſafe to keep | 


all Sorts of Fictions out of the Hands of Youth, than 
by expoſing them to ſuch Books, to endanger their 
Taſte of Life and Morals, and give them a vifionary 
romantic Turn. I 
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Ladmit, ſaid Philander, that "the Bulk of moder 
Fidler is of a wretched Taſte, aud very extravagant. 
But ĩs it therefore reaſonable to condemm them alf by 
the Pump? Yes, ſays Con ant; Fiction Is dangerous, 


and way lead Youth into à Love of Error and Dif- 


guiſe. AA tare" 'Diſcovery indeed! Children will, 
without Queſtion, be perſuaded that Zſop's Beaſts and 
Trees ſpeak, and hold real Conferences together. The 
Prophits;1to be ſure; were great Impoſtors,; when they 
- contrived Tales! to reclaim ſtraying Saints, and correct 
a ſtubborn People; and if we follow their Example, 
without an heavenly: Commiſſion authorizing us, who - 
knows into what Labyrinths of Error we may lead 
others? Nay even our Saviour s Parables are very 
dangerous Things, no doubt, and may lead good Chri/- 
tidns ãnto terrible? Miſtakes, || As, for Homer, he muſt 
haverbeen-anizarch thorough-pac d Liar, who told ſach 
monſtrous Stories of Circe's'Cup. and the woful Chang. 

es that; followed her fell: Incantations. And his fweets 
. 7 nr Imitator, in modern Times, who narrated' in 
ſucha maſterly Style, the Wanderings of Lſſes's Son, 18, 
Pall all Doubt, an arrant heretical Story- teller. If Chils 
gren ate nge taught to liſten to ſuch mere Fictions, ot 
parabolig Stories; they muſt; with ſuch a Stock of Cxe-⸗ 
dulity as they have naturally, improve wonderfully * in 
tkeitʒ Haſte of the marvellous, and in an Habit of Lying. 
For was Conſtant really ſerious when he deſcribed the 
Dangers of Fiction, and uttered his Avaunts againſt che 
fatal Charms of Deception ? Did he forget that Fiction, 
gen aine unadulterated Fiction, is the Voice and Image 
of Nature, that it has Truth for its Archetype, and is. 
indeed only ſo ſar valuable, as it repreſents it truly ? 
It borrows indeed imaginary Perſons and Things, and 
rn „ at Pleaſure; but chey ars ſuch as © 


. 
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to themſelves d But this is not all. 1 doubt there is 
2 Tendency in thoſe Fictions Which ae put into Chil. 
dren's Hand, to Viciate their Taſte and corrupt! the 
Heart. The Family- Tales or traditional Fables of 
Witches, Apparitions, Fairies and Hobgoblins; which 
often are-iniprudencly told by Nurſts, and ſometimes 
even hy Tütente) to frighten Ir entertain Children, 
can haue nd other Effe tan te fil their Minds with 
the vildeſt Frum aber with Rurtfuf Furt, and fret tenthy- 
with Io dupor il tbmꝰ Wut NWeiens of Life, Whit 
Taſte) for Nature, can ſuek monſtrous Fictions ks the 
Adventures of Valentine and Ocqum the Seven Chum - 
pions of Cbhrilaudom, or ſor ofthis Eaftern' Reveries 
or Tales: 1 fay, what Tue enn they! product but 
what is falſe und prodigioully abſürd ? he Mind, 
which debighes in ſuch unmaturalb and extravagant 
Tales, will hardly be brought to rf ſober Tram 
and plain 'Hiſtoty. Phe ſtelely and lame 'Compoſitions 
ef your French and Spanifþ\Novel-Writers, have "iN, 
if poſſible a worſe Effect. They inſpire quite falſe N- 
tions of Honour and Courage, diſfolve ne Mind, ef- 
pecially of one of un amòtous Turn; inte a ly whitling 
Sort of Love; and in the RGm df the nobleſt Puſſio me, 
and an uſeful Activity for the Public, they ſubſtitute a 
fantaſtie and eſfeminate Thing, which they miſname 
Gallantry:' Every ſocial and mamy Affection is ſtarved! 
to feed this; the Hero is daily dying at the Feet of his 
Miſtreſs and ie conſiderable not by his Virtue, or 
uſe ful Services to his Country, but according to the 
Figure he makes in her Eyes, or the Riſque he runs 
in fighting for her, againſt alf real or imaginary Ri“ 


all Sorts of Pictions out of the Hands of Youth, than 
by expoſing them to ſuch Books, to endanger their 
Taſte of Life and Morals, and give them a viſionary 
romantic Turn, | I 
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-F admit; ſaid Ppilander, that the Bulk of modern 
FiAioris is of a wretched Taſte, and very extravagant. 
But is ĩt therefote reaſonable to condemn them alf by 
the Lump? Yes, ſays Conflant ; Fiction is dangerous, 


and may lead Vouth into a Love of Errot and Diſ⸗ 


guiſe. — tare 'Diſcovery indeed ! Chifdren will, 

without Queſtion, be perſuaded that . Beaſts and 
Trees ſpeak, and hold real Conferences together. The 
Prophtts;'to be ſure; were great Impoſtots, when they 
" contrived Tales! to reclaim ſtraying Saints, and correct 
a ſtubborn People; and if we follow their Example, 


without an heavenly: Commiſſion / authorizing us, who - 


knows into what Labyrinths of Error we may lead 
others? Nay even our Saviour's Parables are very 
dangerous Things, no doubt, and may lead good Chriſ⸗ 
tians ãnto terrible} Miſtakes. -| As for Homer, he muſt 
haveſbeen an arch thorough-pac'd Liar, whotold ſucll 
monſtrous Stories of Circes Cup. and the woful Chang 
es that; followed her fell. Incantations. And his ſweets 
tongued Imitator, in modern Times, who narrated in 
ſucha maſterly Style, the Wanderings of Ulyſes's Son, is, 
paſt all Doubt, an ar rant heretical. Story- teller. If Chils 


parabolig Stories they muſt; with ſuch a Stock of Cre: 
dulity as they have naturally, improve wonderfully in 
their; Paſte gf the marwelinus, and in an Habit of Lying. 
For was,Conftant really ſerious when he deſcribed the 
Dangers of Fiction, and uttered his Avaunts againſt the 
fatal Charms of Deception? Did he forget that Fiction, 
genaine unadulterated Fiction, is the Voice and Image 


of Nature, that it has Teuch for its» Archetype, and 14 


indeed only ſo ſar valuable, as it repreſents it 2 
It borrows indeed imaginary Perſons and Things, and 
Gen 2 at Pleaſure; but they are ſuch as © 


i are 


po By 


dren are once taught to liſten to ſuch mere Fictions; ot 
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are either po ſhble, and generally probable, , or which, 
being once ſuppoſed, have certain Qualities or Natures 
Sgectres, a3, Conflant was, pleaſed,to call them, talk and 
284 in perfect Conformity to their real ot ſugpofiti- 
eus Natures. The, Paſſions are painted ſo as to ex- 
preſs.the very Dictates of the Heart, and the whole 


Fable, Parable. or Story, is wove into that Texture, 


Which, the, pattigular Combination of Circumſtandes 
would have framed-in t he given Inftance; | The: Gods 


_ of Hamer are allowed, by us Chriſtians, to be fidliti- 


dus Being 1 vet Jove; acts wich that: ful; State and 


ſuperior Majeſty, which we would aſeribe to the; Fa- 


* of them, Were he really exiſting, upon Homer's 


Plan. Furs behaves with that imperial Dignity which 


becomes the Queen of the God Pallas ſuſtains: her 
Character, of conſummate Wiſdom with at Propriety 
Which delights.us. And Venus diſplays her: Charnib aud 


miable Caprice with a Grabefulneſs becoming the 


Gaddeſs of cLave,: The Caſe is. the ſame with” the 


Heroes. Aelailis boils with all the Rage and Raſh. 
| nels which we expect from the boiſterous and impe 
tucus Youth,- In Agamemnun we find that ſulhen Ma- 


Jaſty aud Statelineſa, which is/natural tothe Ning and 


all. finely marked; and the Perſons diſtober thoſè ex- 


A Featutes, af Baſſion, of Pride, Reſentment ind 
Bravery, which befit their reſpective Charifters:: 1 


mean, that the Paſſibns ſpeak and act, not as they 
appear in this or / the other partitularCharacters? which 
e know, hut as they ought to do, and ascher Nature 
would prompt chem in the Caſe fuppoſed.' Therefore 


me. Maſters of. Fietion never leave us at a ef how 
"ia diflinguiſs between Fruch and Falſehood“ Their 
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Dftaugbts certain” preciſely oy che Boundaries of Nature; 
and jg —— 
etetion, TG no Riſque"of taking Appearances 
For Reulities“ Such juſt Delineations of Nature are 
the beſt Preſervatives againſt Deceit and Impoſition; 
and thus Fable, by furprizing Aptitude” to hold out 
Men'and'Manners to view, becomes the beſt Inſtruc- 
tor to guide ur to Fruth. Therefore I ſee no Reaſon 
Why Co Hunt ſhot expreſs ſo great 4 Dread oft. 
Ploying Fiction in the Education of Youth, ſmce Fit 
Fable will be one of che beſt Guards" to Was ne 
wild Romance. Mee N 
That Fables, ſaid Fiero, have "OR of uncontro- 
vetted Uſe, from the earlieſt Ayes, is, I think, pretty 


evident; and that the Par abolical or Allegorical Wa 


of fnttructing Mankind is vindicated by good N 
ty, Phelauder has fairly Thewn.” What elſe were our 
Sootlur's Parables, but ſhort' and "ſignificant Stories, | 
taken from ſome common familiar Aetident or Git. 
Nance in Life, or any obvious Appearance in Nature, 
by which he ſhadowed forth to the People à faint yet 
ſenfible Idea of his 'heayenly Doctrines'and'Precepts'? 
This Divine Teacher was well aware, that even the 
favourite Nation were, like others, flowof Underſtand- 
ing, unittentive, groſs'and-earthly in their'Concepti- 


ons; therefore he did not ſpin ont a Thread of cloſe- 


connected Reaſoning, nor entertain his Hearers with 
ſublime and curious Speculations drawn fromthe Depths 
of Divinity or Morals; he did not object, confute 
and wrangle, like the Diſputants of the Age, but talked 
to them of Things they daily ſaw and heard, and were 
converſant about. By thoſe ſimple, but moving Stories 
of the” prodight"Sun, the Fublican and Phart/ze,” the 
Marringe-Feaft the Sowver, the Houſeholder, and = 

? 


they'do it with ſüch Art aud Dil. 


n 
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Nike, . which were all natural Pictures pf common ne 
generally low Life, he taught the ſerious and well-diſ- 
poſed, the Doctrines of his Kingdom, caught the At- 
tention of the liſtleſʒ Multitudes, and, at the. fame Time, 
eluded the malicious Deſigns of his Enemies. 
The Effect was proportioned to the Contrivance- 
A Crouds flocked after him to hear him preach. 
They hung with Wonder and Attention upon his 
: Lips, while they felt their various Paſſions of Joys 
Sprrow. Pity, and the moſt tender Sentiments of Hu- 
manity, moved by his intereſting Parables. How, for 
Inſtance, would they be melted with the affectionate 
Tenderneſs of the indulgent Father, when he went out 
to meet his prodigal Son,. with his kind Welcome 
bis fond Embraces——his generous F orgivenels 4 
What a delightful, Idea muſt it raiſe, in the Minds of 
bis Hearers, of the Clemency and overflowing Sym- 


| "ER £2 Vw 
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4 E pathy of the ather of the World, which it was intend- 
" ed to raiſe ! Mhat Indignation muſt they feel towards 
Wb the unjuſt Servant, who, being forgiven by his Maſter a 
| the immenſe Debt he owed him, proved fo cruel an 1 
1 Exactor of the ſmall Debt due to him by his Fellow- 1 
i Servant! What fine Leſſons might they not learn from ( 

I that beautiful Contraſt of Pride and Humility, in. the 4 
Fj} Story of the Publican and: Phariſee | ! Well. might his K 
1 Heaters ſay, Never Man ſpake like this Man.“ Nor ill 1 
1 are we ſurprized to hear that they wondered who this A 
| F! ſtrange Speaker was, ' whoſe Words ſtole. fo ſweetly 1 
FB! Into their Hearts, and ſpoched or ale them at 1 
Fl Pleaſure. . 
h : j - hope, eee 1 — — no 3 for _ Ir 
ö | ying inſiſted on that Divine Art by which the Saviour IA 
1 of the World enlightened the Underſlandings, and von bs 
| | the Hearts of a mae and i ee People. In this „ as * 
; 
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d an many other Reſpects, I think him not only compa- 


— rable but exceedingly ſuperior to thoſe Lawgivers, who 
t= went before him, and were the Founders of Cities and 
ey Kingdoms, whoſe Saga city and Addreſs Sophron has ſo 
h juſtly celebrated. Their, Laws only reached to the out- 
44 ward Carriage, and reſtraining open Acts of Fraud and 
ch. Injuſtice, or forming Men quiet and peaceable Members 
his of decaying-States.,and Kingdoms; the Laws of qur 
- heavenly Lawgiver are directed to the Hearts and Con- 
u 


ſciences of Men, introduce not only a peaceable, but a 
for God-like Temper, and make Men not merely good 
Members of Society on Earth, but oflan eternal. Ring- 
out dom of Righteguſneſa, in a more ſublime and ' perfe 
Life. The, whole, of hie Inſtitution was admiral 
adapted, to promote this End, and the ; ſame, Reaſgns 
which, induced him to uſe the Way of Parable, Similies, 
and Allegory to convey Inſtruction into the Minds, gf 
his Hearers, will he always ſtanding Arguments, 10 Kl 
ſucceeding luſtructors and profeſt Teachers of Wiſdꝗm. 
a3 near as they can, to copy after ſo bright; an Example. 
For chis Method was invented to ſuit tbe M eakngſs gf 
Human Nature. Truth is an amiable and delightſul 
Object to the Eye of the Mind,, but is nat eaſily ap- 
prehended hy the Bulk of Mankind; ęſpecially if it he 
remote from common Ohſervation, or abſtracted from 
ſenſible Rxperience. It requires ſtrict Aitentiog as well 
as an accute Perception to take, it up in its pure intel- 
leQual Appearance, and the. Memory muſt be tenacious 
to retain it long in that ſimple Form. The Difficulty 
is greatly increaſed to thoſe ho are chicfly converſagt 
tor na In ſenßble Things, and whoſe; Buſineſs draus their 
4aviour Wh Minds abroad into the Hurry and Noiſe af Life, Which 
nawor inſtead of recollecting, continually diſſipates their 
this, As e Tis an hard Fefe 10 recover ſuch Minds 
n Vor. I. fem 
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from the ſenſible Circle, in which they are accuſtomed 
to go round, to turn their mental Powers in upon 
<iemſelves, and give them a juſt Idea of Objects pure- 
ly intellectual. To aid their Conceptions therefore, 
as well as to fix their Attention, Truths they are un- 
acquainted with muſt be explained to them, and pictu- 

red as it were to their Fancies, by thoſe they know; 
and what is ſenſible muſt, by ſome Similitude or Ang 
logy, repreſent what is intellectual. The Idea muſt be 
cloathed in a bodily Form, to make it viſible and pal- 
pable to the groſs Underſtanding. ' Hence the whole 
Train of Metaphor, Alluſion, Comparifon and Imagery | 
8 employed to embody our Conceptions, and ſerve as 
Medium of Conveyance, or a peculiar Kind of Lan- 

"gage, to make others acquainted with' our meaning, 
To how many Things, for Inſtance, does our Saviour 
compare the Kingdom of Heaven, that Kingdom of 
Righteouſneſs and Love which he came to eftabliſh in | 
' «the World, to give a ſenſible Image of it to his Hear- | 
-ers? Sometimes he likens it to a Grain of Muſtard-ſeed, 
to denote its Growth and Propagation from ſmall Be- 
ginnings; at other Times to Lightning, to point out | 
the Quickneſs and Rapidity of its Progreſs; now to ten 
1 . Virgins, to ſhew the different Character and Qualities 
11 of its Subjects; anon to à Feaſt, to repreſent the Com- 
1 mu nion and Harmony of its Members. How many 
Alluſions does he uſe to the common Affairs of Life, to 
plowing, ſowing, planting, reaping, ſtoring, building; 
in order to paint to their Apprehenſions thoſe ſublime 
Doctrines he wanted to teach, and thoſe holy Precepts 
he came to enforce? I chuſe theſe Inſtances, Gentle- 
men, to explain my Meaning, and to ſhew the Necef- 
ſity of material Ornament and Cofouring, to envelop 
Truth, and make it ſtart out as it were, and ſwell to 
the Sight. | 7 wY have 
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I have but one Step more to advance, and with it 1 
ſhall finiſh the Trial of your, Patience. As one Meta- 
phor or Alluſion is uſeful to expreſs a ſingle Truth, ſo 
a continued Train of them is equally neceſſary to re- 
preſent a continued Train or Chain of Truths. And 
this is what we call an Allegory or a Parable, which is 
ſo much the more neceſſary, as it is more difficult to 
retain a Knot of Truths, (If I may uſe ſuch a Word) 
than a ſingle one. By Means of this, the Powers of 
Nature, the Operations, Paſſions and Affections of 
our Minds, are converted into Perſons, or living 
Forms, have Voice and Action aſſigned them, and are 
in a Manner, materialized. This Method may therefore 
be juſtly termed a particular Language, or vocal Paint- 
ing, by which Things are delineated to us, not in Show- 
or Fiction merely, but according to theit Realities and 
ſpecific Natures. I term this a Kind of Language, but 
I may add withal, that it has the Advantage of what 
we ſtrictly call Language. For, whereas there is only 
an arbitrary Connection between that and the Ideas it 
has brought to expreſs, there is an obvious, a natural 
Connection and Relation, between this Kind of Lan- 
guage and the Ideas conveyed by it; nay, the Lan- 
guage is evidently built upon that Connection or Simi + 
litude. For it is in the Aptitude of the Allegory, or 
the whole Train of the Imagery, when put together, 
to expreſs or delineate the Objects of our Conception, 
that the Beauty and Propriety of it conſiſts. Thus in- 
the beautiful Allegory, or Fable of the Intercourſe of 
Hercules with Virtue and Pleaſure, theſe Diſpoſitions 
or moral Powers are cloathed with an external Shape, 
Features, Mein and Dreſs, exactly correſponding to 
their real Qualities, and accoſt the young Hero with 
thoſe Airs, and in that Style which ſuit their reſpec- 
3 Ff 2 tive 
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tive Characters. The Amiableneſs and Beauty of 


Virtus, become as it were viſible; in the exact Propor- 
tion and Comelineſs of the Perſon who repreſents her. 


Her open, ſublime and ſteady Looks, beſpeak the 
Grandeur and ſedate Firmneſs of virtubus Intentions, 


and the Confidence which accompanies them. The 


Health and vigorous Freſhneſs of her Complexion are 
Emblems of "Temperance and Activity, which are the 
genuine Companions of Virtue. Her majeſtic Gait, 
and praceful Deportment, repreſent that Serenity and 
Elevation of Mind and Conduct, which flow from In- 
tegrity, and the Veneration which it impreſſes on 
every Beholder. Shall IJ add that the Candour and 
Purity of Virtue, in all its Sentiments and Profeſſions, 
are admirably ſhadowed out to us in the Cleanlineſs and 
artleſs Simplicity of her Dreſs. Her whole Speech 
id a Pictute of her Chatacter, and of the happy Conſe- 
qaences of following her Conduct in Life. The op- 
poſite Qualities, the Luxury, the Effeminency, the 
Cowardice, the Indolence, the Artifice and Falſehood 
of Vice, are exhibited in the Qualities of Perſon, Air, 
Dreſs and Manners, contrary to thoſe of Virtue: 
Now; Gentlemen, give me leave to aſk, whether VIR- 
rut thus enrobed wich all thoſe Charms and Graces; 
does bot appear more amiable and conſpicuous; than 
if it had been ſaid of her in plain Terms, that She 16 
* fair, decent, ſedate, bold, ative, upright. full of 
& Serenity and Contentmetit ?” In the ſame expreſſive 
and ſublime Eaſtern Manner, does the Royal Preacher 
ftroduce WIS DM, as à Perſon of an auguſt and ma- 
jeſtie Appearanee, fairer than Rubies ;—adorned with 
betoming Badges; having Length of Days in her right 
Hand, and in her left, Riches and Honours ; and at- 


tended by an illuſtrious Train, Pleaſure, Security, For- 


; & titude 
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titude and Peace; — her Path ſtrowed with Light, and 
leadingto Reputation and Succeſs. May I not now ap- 


peal to you, whether this Kiad of Imagery is not at once 


a more expreſſive and withal a more ſtriking and agree- 
able Kind of Language than that which is merely ver- 
bal or unmetaphorical ; and conſequently, Whether 
this Method of inſtructing by Fable and Allegory, be 
not the beſt for inſinuating Knowledge into the Mind, 
eſpecially of one that is rude and untaught, and adding 
Force to it's Impreſſions ; or whether it be founded on 
Falſehood and ' Deluſion, as Conflant would have it, 
and will only ſerve to miſlead, and put us out of con- 
ceit with Truth and Nature? But J aſk pardon, Gen- 
tlemen, for engroſſing more of the — ——ͤ— than 
fell to my Share. 

I believe, Hiero, ſuid Philinder, the n will 


eaſily forgive you, for your having entertained them 
ſoagreeably., nor ſhall Itake upon me to diſpute the 


Principles you have laid down, or the Illuſtrations of 
them which you have given. Only I do not think it 
neceſſary to aſſert that the Method of Inſtruction, 
which you have delineated at large, is founded on the 

Weakneſs of our Nature. I would chuſe to ſay; that 

it is founded on the Analogy of Nature itſelf, and is 
grafted on luch Principles of our Conſtitution, asif not 
ſtiictly virtuous, are yet admirably adapted te ſerve 
the Purpoſes of Virtue. There is an Analogy, which 
runs through the whole of Nature, in Conſequence of 


thoſe general Laws, which the all- wiſe Author of it 


has ſettled for the Production of its numerous and 
complicated Effects. As in Works of Art, or the 
Compoſitions of any Maſter, we can perceive a cer 
tain Similarity of Genius and Manner, which ſbews- 


ou 3 from the ſame Hand, how much 
CLI | | thever 
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ſoever they may differ in Kind: So, amidſt the infinite 
Diverſity of the Works of God, a certain Uniformity 
ot Analagy is obſexvable, which diſcovers the / Genius: 
if. may ay ſo, and Spirit of the: ſovereign Artiſt, 
The ſatue Sign atures of Wiſdom and Goodneſs appear 
throughout; and point out to us the ſame divine Origia 
nal. This. Sentiment the Zafterns uſed to expreſs by 
this Image That the Deity had ſtamped the Face of 
Nature with a! great Seal, from whoſe Impreſſion re- 
ſulted all. 0 Analogies and. Relations we find -dif: 
fuſed through the Univerſe. bere is,, eſpecially, à 
general Analogy between natural, and moral Things, 
by which they reſemble, and reflect a mutual Light 
upon each other. They ate Tallies, which anſwer, 


if not exactly and in every Point, yet in many Reſ- 


pedts „ ſo tha the one, may be uſed indifferently for 
the ther, and the; Powers or / Properties: ol the one 
may ſerve to expreſd thoſe uf the other Thus, there 
8 Kindoof :Analogy between the! Principle of Atrracs 
tian or Gravitation in the natural World, and that 
of Benevolence- or ſocial Affection in the Moral. Their 
Powers, or Methods of Operation; reſemble, in ſeveral 
Inſtances. Poth contribute to the Preſet vation and 
Proſperity of their reſpective 8yſtems. The univerfal 
Attradtion of Bodies decreaſes at an immenſe: Rhte, a8 
the Diſtances: ipcreafe, and is incredibly ſtrong at the 
Point of Contact. In like Manner the Attraction of 
Minds ĩsiſtrongeſt in. the neareſt Relations, and becomes 
proportionably ſmallj as theſe Relations are farther re- 
moved, till at laſtiiĩt calmoſt dwifidles to Nothing in 
the Remoteſt. Bodies, Which attract. one another moſb 
ſtrongly, have à certain Limit of Attraction, beyond 
which they repel each other. Ihe Caſe is the ſame 


with Minds ; tor the Ol Fricudihips, When dif- 
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ſolved, are converted into the. moſt violent Enmities 
After the ſame Manner, as the centripetal and projettile 
Forces balance each ather, and retain the Planets in 
chein Orbits, is the Mind retained within it's proper 
Sphere, by t the joint Energy of Benevolence and Self- 
Love, one of which reſpects the Individual, the othet 
the whole Society or Syſtem. The, Effects of each 
Power; I mean Attraction and Benevolence, are vari : 
ouſly mixed and combined, according. to the different 
Directions: mutual Aſpects, and Bearings of thoſe dub: 
jegts to which they belong. Accordingly. chere is No- 
thing more common, than to:expreſs:1n that Language 


which is proper to the one, the Powers or Effects pe- 


culiar to the other. Thus we ſay that Benevolence 
unites, binds, connects Men and Societies together, 
jult as Attraction or Coheſton keeps: Bodies br their 
Parts together. IT'berefore it is called the Link ot Tir 
of Friends, Families, Cities, Kingdoms. We care ſaid 
to incline towards, or be attracted by particular Per- 


ſons ot Things, and thoſe Motives which draw or 


incline us, are called Attractions, Ties, Bend. 
Union. When Benevolence is changed into an oppo- 


ſite Principle, we fy the Bond is diſſolved, chere is 


Breach, tlie Rartios are diſunited, they reſiſt and repel 
each other; 1 might produce many dther Exampies, 


Growth of natural Bodies and Plants, and that of Minds 


To give only a few Inſtances 3; the ſoaner Plants ripen 
and frucify, the ſoonet they decay:and wither: - Hus 


man Bodies, thet ſucot up: 409: Haſlily; ſeldom co me 


to great Strength, and: decline as fwiftly. In lik 


Manner, Perſons of 4 ptematute over forward Genius 
ſeldom bear much Fruit, or attain to great Strength 


and ſhew an Analogy between the Organizatiom and 


3 


but: are ſoon in their — and Wear off apace. 
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Decay is warded off by reducing Things to their 5 
Principles. This appears in natura! Things, which 
recover their Vigour by removing whatever obſtructs 
thoſe Principles an and their free Operation; and in 
Minds alſo, which, when corrupted, are beſt reſtored 


dy fortifying the languid, and reſtraining the exceſſve 


Affections. The ſame Thing holds in Governments; 
they have their Infancy, their Vigour, and Decline as 
well as Plants or Men; and the Health of a State is to 
be procured by laying aſide fuch Meaſures and Conduct 
as occaſioned its Sickneſs, and by Application of Re- 
medies of à Nature different from or contrary to thoſe 
which have been inſignificantly or hurtfully applied; at 
the ſame Time thoroughly weighing and adjuſting every 
Thing to the Nature and Genius of the People, the pe- 


culiar Conſtitution of the Government itſelf, and its 


partitular Situation in Regard to the neighbouring 
Powers. - We perceive likewiſe an Analogy between 
the bringing up of Animals and the Education of Men. 


Thus in training both, if we follow the Propenfities of 
Nature, we may carry them to great Improvements, 


but not otherwiſe. If we haſten their Progreſs too 
faſt, we diminiſh their Strength. While they are ten- 
der, they may be faſhioned almoſt in any Manner as 
we pleaſe; but if they have taken their Ply, it is almoſt 
impoſſible to new-model them. This holds too in 
tranſplanting and training Plants. In Conſequence of 
thoſe Analogies, we uſe indiſcriminately the Phraſes 
ſtrictly applicable only to one Term of the Analogy, 
for the other which it reſembles; thus we talk of the 
Growth of the Mind, of Reaſon, and Affection; of 
the Structure, Proportion, Health, Vigour, Sickneſs 
and Decay of theſe ; we ſpeak of forming, training, 
88 and healing Minds, and their Powers and 

Aﬀections 


tues and Vices, are repreſented under material Shapes) 
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Affections. This Analogy I take to be the Foundation 
and Source of all Language, without which it muſt be 
very barren and defective. Here I would obſerve, in 
Conſequence of the Analogy in Nature ] juſt now men- 
tioned, that there a wonderful Diſpoſition in our 
Minds to analogize, it I may ſay ſo. We are ſtrangely 
delighted in applying moral Powers and Affections to 


natural Objects; and on the Contrary, in applying na- 
tural Qualities to intellectual or moral Principles and 


Actions. Thus we talk of the Affection of the Ivy 
for the Elm, the Sympathy between Iron and the Load - 
ſtone, the Friendlineſs of a Soil or Climate. We call 
certain natural Scenes gay, others melancholly; ſome 
gloomy, others awful and majeſtic, becauſe they tend 
to infpire us with ſuch Kinds of Ideas and Paſſions. 
We aſeribe Mildneſs to Taſtes, Paſſion to Sounds, 
and Gentleneſs to Touch. On the other Hand; we 


fay of a Temper that it is ſweet or ſour, hard or ten- 
der, that the Thoughts are dark or clear, a Paſſion 


ſtrong or weak; the Faculty of diſcerning we call 


Taſte; we ſay the Mind is a Storm or Calm; we weigh, 


balahes; ſuſpend or impel its Operations, which have 
no Affinity to Matter, and ſpeak of quenching, purg- 
ing and tempering our Affections. Becauſe of ſuch 


| Analogies we admire the ſublime Theogony of Hefrod; 


in which we find the Powers of the natural World 
animated with infinite Graces, and many of our mo- 
ral Feelings and Aﬀections, repreſented as diſtinet 
Perſons, whoſe various Relations, Dependencies, and 


matgal Combinations form an harmonious Syſtem. -  ' 


The Fable of Prodieus, and Picture of Cebes, are 
Examples likewiſe, 'in which the ſeveral Paſſions, Vir- 


and . 
o 
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and human Life is formed, as it were, into a beautiful 
tam Landſcape. | 
Whether this Propenſity in our ir Nature to „n or 
trace Analogies, and the Pleaſure we feel in ſo doing, 
was given us to put us upon extending our Knowledge 
of the Nature, Qualities and Relations of Things, or 
to facilitate the Communication of our Ideas to each 


more Pleaſure P the imaginative Powers, or for what 
other Cauſe it was beſtowed, I ſhall not pretend to de- 


guage; /and an obvious Source of the elegant Pleaſure 
we receive from the Deſcriptions of Poetry, and the 
Embelliſhments of fine Writing. We are delighted to 
ſee inanimate Nature breathe, live and move with Paſ- 
ſion ; to behold Thought coloured, illuminated, ſha- 
dowed; Aﬀections perſonate@, embodied, and cloathed 
th the choiceſt Drapery of Nature. Upon this Foun- 
dation of Analogy then, is the whole Superſtructure of 


Metaphor, Allegory, and no ſmallPart of the Fable raiſed. 


Fable, I take to be a fictitious Account, or a con- 
nected Tale of the Actions of Perſons, whether Rea} 
or Imaginary. It is properly of two Kinds; either 
biftorical or allegorical. The former employs Men 
who have or might have exiſted as its Subject, and 
weaves their Actions, and the Events which have be 
fallen them, into one continued intereſting Story. The 
latter perſonates the Powers of Nature, or human Paſ- 
cons, Virtues and Vices, by cloathing them with fic- 
titious Perſonages, and works them up into a Fable, 
or a Series of intereſting Actions and Events. Of the 
fr/tKind'is moſt of Homer's Iliad and Odyſſey; of the 
laft, the Picture of Cebes, Plato's Allegories, Spencer's 
Fairy Tales, Milton's Allegory of Death and Sin. 


Bue 


other, or to give more Exerciſe, and conſequently 


termine; but it is certainly a great Enricher of Lan- 


« af 
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But theſe different Kinds may de all blended i in bu 
fame Work, as we fee in Homer and Milton. 


Hiero has conſidered the Allegorical Kind; I wall | 
juſt touch a little upon the Hiftorical. And 1 let 
me obſerve, that though theGround-work of the Fable 


may be true, the Petſons and Characters real, and the 


principal Action ſuch as has happened in Fact, the 


Compoſition is never the leſs called a Fable; becauſe 
the Poet ſtill contrives many Things himſelf, and aſ- 
cribes many Sentiments and Actions to his Pexfonages, 


which they never expreſſed nor performed, but which 


are moſt natural. to their ſeveral - known Or ſuppoſed 


Characters. Thus, the War of the Greeks and To- 


jans was à real War, and the Siege of Troy, a real 


Siege; the ' Perſons of the Heroes were Men who had 


exiſted, and a faint Tradition of whoſe Characters till 


remained ; but Homzx, that Sovereign Mimic, from 
the ſimple Action of the Wrath of Achilles, which, for 


aught we know, was a pure Conttivance of the Poet, 
ſpins out that marvellous Series of . . and 
0 


Battles, which is wove into a Tale the moſt intereſt- 


ing and inſtructive that remains on Record in the pro- 


fane Hiſtory of the World. In this wonderful Piece 


of Fiction or Mimicry, we have the juſteſt Draught of 
kuman Affe ctions and Actions, the Shades of Charac- 
ters marked, together with the various Play and Exor- 


bitancies of Paſſion. Every Thing ſaid and done is the 
very Genius and Voice of Nature, and convinces us how. 
much better a Teacher juſt Poetry is than Hiſtory, 
which repreſents Nature only by Halves, as it is in this 
or the other Man, with all his little Peculiarities about 
h im. Whereas Poetry takes Nature in the Groſs, aud, 


from many particular Characters, forms a Whole; co- 


herent and 'well-proportioned in all it's Parts, that ſhall 


= 
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be an adequate Image of Nature, and fully expreſſive 
of each diſtinet Species of Character or Paſſion.” Such 
'Kind of Fiction therefore is the very Perfection of 


Truth and Nature; and thoſe general Draughts of Men 


And Manners, which the creative Genius of and{omer, or 
a Shakeſpear exhibit in thygir inimitable Fables, are nat 


aint Copies of imperfect Copies, but ;genuine ang 


finiſhed Originals. Fables are alſo taken in a more 


-limited Senſe, as containing Views. of particular Acti- 
ons and Incidents in Life, adapted to particular Occa- 
ſions - fuch as, the Fables of p and Phædrus, under 
 \whichia:certain Moral, is couched, or ſome narrow 


-Precepts ate con veyed, ſuited to thoſe Circumſtances. 
But an. ego takes an ampler Range, and gives a 
whole Sketch of Lifeat once, in which her various For- 
tunes are rought in to a regular Series, riſing out of 
ons another, and all terminating in one grand and 
important View. In it we ſee the Origin and Lineage 
of the Paſlions traced; their Connections, - Bearings 
and Effects minutely delineated under fictitious Petſo- 
mages and Appearances. A Fable directs aur View to 
a particular Object, like the ſingle Proſpect of a Groye, 
or Mountain, or River. | 
2 whole Landſcape, ſhews the true Perſpectiveand Pro- 
jections of Nature, | according! to the Variations, of 
Light! and Shade, and the an ONO: of 
me hams 0482-7 120 110 

Ho adapted ticker Mechod of Fahlais to the — 
"ight es of our Nature and how ſubſet vient to the Pur- 
poſes of Virtue and nora! Inſtruction, if you are not 
already tired, I ſhall now: briefly enquire One of 
the firſt and ſtrongeſt Principles to which;it ſeems to be 
- adapted, is the Senſe we have of the Beauty and Dig- 
"pity; orthe Deformity and Tu pieuqe of Actions and 
Characters 


But an Allegory opens to us 


R G g 


the pr oper Secretions, diſtinguiſhing the fair from the 
baſe, the amiable from the odious. He takes Part im- 
mediately with one or other of the Actors, approves or 


cenſures their ſeveral Characters; he is charmed with 
the Generofity, the Truth, the Bravery or Friendſhip 
of ſome, and deteſts the Treachery, Baſeneſs, Cow- 


ardice and Cruelty of others. If Things are laid fairly 


before him, no Beauty of Perſon, or Glare of Wealth, 


or Splendor of Fortune will bribe” his Judgment in 
favour of Treachery or Vice of any Kind. He will 
ſtill hate the illuſtrious Villain, be he ever ſo proſ- 
perous and triumphant ; and love the generous Friend, 
the firm Patriot, the BenefaQor of Mankind, though 
ſunk -in Poverty and Circumſtances of the greateſt 


Diftreſs. The Story-teller, therefore, or Poet by ex- 


hibiting moral Images, or Pictures of Sentiments and 
Manners, excites in the Heater or Reader ſuch Feel. 


ings and Affections as are connatural to the Mind; 
that is to ſay, by ſuggeſting Subjects of moral Appro- 


bation or Cenſure, he calls forth the correſpondent 
Affections of Complacency and Love, or of Diflike 


and Contempt. We eſteem and love the humane and 
warlike Hefor, 'as much as we deſpiſe the ſoft and ef- 


feminate Paris. We condemn the boiſterous and paſ- 


ſionate Hero while we admire the ſage Ulyſſes, or good 
old Nefor. It is not dry Syſtems of Philoſophy, nor 


Reaſonings about the abſtract Nature and Relations of 


Things, which determine the Mind in its Choice, and | 


govern the Conduct. It is the Perceptions of Beauty, 
Pleaſure or Good, and whatever, in ſhort, conſtitutes 
Taſte, and excites internal Approbation. Theſe, I 


ſay, 


Dial. XI. EDUCATION. 349 

Characters. Tell a Child ever ſo ſimple a Tale, where- 
in different Actions and Characters are painted; you 
ſhall immediately ſee his active Mind buſy in making 
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ſay, are the Hinges upon which our e turn, 
and the whole Plan of Life. Thereſore, whatever calls 
forth our Perceptions of moral Beauty. and Good, by 
proper. Repreſentations, does, in Effect improve our 
Taſte and lead to a right Conduct. For from. Approve 
ing and-admiring, we are Jed on to copy what is. grace- 
ful, gallant, and worthy-in Life; and, from diſliking 


andcondemning, to ſnun the odious and deformed Part. 


By having theſe Sentiments of Veneration, Compla- 
cency and Delight, frequently excited by their corre- 
ſpondent Objects, we improve our Senſe of the Fair 
and  Amiable in Actions ; and ſtrengthen the moral 
Affections. By this Means an Habit is contracted, and 
a ſtrong Party formed in our Breaſts. againſt vicious 
Impreſſions, and ſuch Habits as are contrary to chat 
improved Senſe of our Mind. | 

There is another Principle of our Nature nearly 
allied to. this, to which Fable is finely adapted; I mean 
the Senſebility we have for the Happineſs or Miſery. of 
others. This is one of the tendereſt and moſt power- 
ful Inſtincts of our Natures. Our Hearts like muſical 
Strings, feel every Vibration which is made on thoſe 
of others; ſo that they heat to each other's Pleaſures 


and: Pains. So powerful is this Inſtinct, that we loye 


to. indulge the ſocial Sympathy, even where it gives. us 
Pain, and are ſeldom better pleaſed with ourſelves, 
chan when we weep over and bewail the Miſeries of 
others. The more deſerving the Object is who ſuffers, 
the facial Anguiſh is the more bitter, and, which ſeems 
-lomething ſtrange, is ſo much the more delightful, be- 
cauſe we then approve it moſt. The Poet, by Means 
of Fable, touches this ſocial or ſympathetic Senſe of 
'our Nature, i in various Ways, He places his Perſons 


ine us in a great Vrin of Attitudes and Circum- 
ſtances. 
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fiance He intereſts us in the Fortunes of his Heroes, 
ſuſpends, alartis, fooths and diſquiets our Minds on 
their Account. Sometimes he repreſents Virtue in Diſ- 
treſs, yet ſerene and unſubdued; we admire the Meruit 
Form, yet ſhed the friendly Tieurs Anon it emerges 
from the Cloud, and is happy: That Happineſs imme- 
diately becomes our 6wh. When enormous Vice tris 
umphs with the Spoils of Virtue, we feel an indignant 
Scorn ; if it is chaſtiſed, we rejoice in the Juſtice of 


that Diſtribution; and applaud the Order of Providence 


If feeble Virtue; | or even Vice, if it be not too 


ſtrongly mark'd; attended with extraordinary Citcums 


ſtances, fall into deep Diſtreſe, we pity, we mourn; it 
1s ſo like our on Caſe. 


they ſhall run up into thoſe Lines of Virtue and Vice, 
which appear in the mixed Characters of Mankind, and 
ſha!l exhibit to us à genuineTiture of the Migfortuneg, 


to which we ourſelves are naturally fubieQ. Wonder» 


ful is the Force and Energy of fach:Repreſentalions. 
Joy and Sorrow, Surprize and Pity, Hope and Fear, 


take their Turns in our Breaſts,” and intereſt every 


Thing that is ſocial, humane, and ſympathlzing in vs, 
Now as Health is preſerved, and the Body firengthens 
ed by regular Exerciſe and the brisk Motion of the 
Fluids and animal Spirits; the Paſſions, in like Man- 
ner, by being duly exerciſed and ſtirred, are purified 


and exalted. Pity, and a thouſand other tender Feelings 


which ariſe from the Happineſs or Mifery of others, 
come in as Aids and Enforcements to Reaſon and Hu- 
manity. They ſubdue the \fierce and ſullen Paſſions, 
and wear out of our Nature every Thing mean, felfiſh 
and hard- hearted. As Trees by being gently ſhaken 


yOu the Wind take deeper Root, fo thoſe wholeſome 


G 8 2 Concuſſions 


The great Art of the Poet 
appears in ſo mixing the'Shades of Diſtreſa, as that 
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Concuſſions of the Mind give Stability and F irmneſs to 


it, and fortify its Reſolutions. For theſe and many 
other Reaſons which might be mentioned, I cannot 
help thinking that Fable is not only a proper Vehicle for 
Inſtruction, but is, beſide, an admirable Way to cheriſh 


the nobleft Sentiments, and form very early an Habit 


of Humanity and Virtue. But as I have fallen into 
the ſame Fault with which Hiero, (though I think, 
without Ground,) charged himſelf, it is not fit 1 ſhould 


und more of your Time by making an Apology for it. 


I am much of Philander's Opinion, ſaid Sophron, 
that Fable, whether it conſiſts of ſimple Narration, 


or of Imitation, as the Dramatic Kind, or of a Mix- 
ture of both, is a Method of Inſtruction admirably 


adapted to the Principles of our Nature. But it is 
peculiarly calculated to mold and affect the Minds 
of Children, before they are capable of being mol- 
ded by Principles and direct Inſtruction: Therefore 
Plato adviſes Parents and Nurſes to faſbion their Minds 
by Means of Tales, as they would do their Bodies 


with their Hands. Their Minds are the giddieſt and 


moſt roving Things in Nature. Talk to them grave- 
Iy on any Subject, or give them a formal Leſſen, 
either they hear with Reluctance, or caſt their Eyes 


about ſor Something to amuſe them. If you rebuke 


them, and remonſtrate againſt their Liſtleſſneſs, you 
but increaſe their Reluctance, and ten to one but 
you give them a Diſguſt, both at their Teacher and 
his Inſtructions. But offer to tell them a Tale, im- 
mediately you arreſt their roving F ancies, they are all 
Attention. I would therefore ſtrongly recommend 


to their Peruſal, not only the antient Tales of / 12 
Phedrus, and Hyginus, but their beſt modern Tran ſſa- 
dora and Ae and thoſe ine who have ad- 
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to modern Life and Manners ; a Fenelon, a Fontaine, a 


_-_ &c. Children are wonderful Mimics themſelves, 


and therefore they are highly delighted with thoſe 


Tales which are Imitations of Nature; nay, and with. . 


thoſe too Which are beyond and ont of Nature For 
they love to wender and be ſurprized. 'Therefarg, they, 


are pleaſed: with the moſt aſtoniſhing Fiftions, be- 
cCauſe in theſe there is Room for their Fancies to-range 
at large; they love to lay out viſionary Scenes, and io 


combine the moſt amazing Images and fantaſtic Na- 
tures. This is an Effed of the immenſe ARivit oh, 
ther human Mind, whieh ps to; exext a Kind. 0 crea- 


tive Power and deligbts in, reatures of its own Pro- 
duction. The Min muſt have its "Gambots and 


Flights as well as the Body. It, is the Intention of 
N by thoſe innocent Agitations, to exercife and 
ben the Conſtitution of both. As the one gives 
laſticity and Vigour to che Netves' and Limbs, 
ks x prevents a Stagnation; in the Blood, and Langeef 
of the. Spirits, the other gives Play to the vetal Pow- 
ers of the Mind, and, by fo doing, preferves it ferene 
and unclouded by Melancholy and Morefnefs. Nor 


were theſe Diſpoſitions given only to pat the Mind 


upon Action, but likewiſe ts enfarge” its*Citcle” of 


Knowledge and Pleafure, and make it the cafter Sub- 
je of Culture. Therefore, tdngh che Fables ybh 


"el Children ſhould always be founded on Nature, yet 
I ſee no Harm in going beyond' the preciſe Bounds of 


Nature, in emblazoning Facts, and giving ſtrong 
Caricatures of Things, 25 b ſtrite and aft on ifi 


the Mind, which is yet raw) and unfortned; provideil 
eil the oral be good that is couched un dh them, 
and there be Nechiaßz in then te agen AE iciate the 
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ded do them Fables of their own Invention, adapted 
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Taſte. I do not think, notwithſtanding all that c 
„ant has advanced againſt ſuch Deluſions, that thoſe 


out of conceit with Truth and Nature: I imagine 


ras in Painting; that they will entertain and awaken 
- 2 youthful luxuriant Fancy, and ſerve as a Counter 
. charm to heighten their Taſte for the genuine Simpli- 
city of Nature, as well as give them ſtronger Con 
ceptions of its Beauty.  Pherefore I ſee no Harm if 
the Voyage to the Moon, the Perfian and Fairy Tales, 
the Arabian "Nights Entertainments, and the like, 
are put into the Hands of Youth. Tis certain that 
fome of our greateſt Poets have thought it 2 good Ex- 
erciſe and Diſcipline - to their Imagination, in their 
earlieſt: Age, to indulge themſelves in reading the moſt 
monſtrous Romances, in Order to give a Kind of 
Wildneſs and expanſive Fire to their Tmaginations : 
nor did they imagine, that. by. ſo doing, they ſhould 
| boſe Sight of Nature, or be leſs capable of giving 
juſt and expreſſive Pictures of her, in their Works. 
But to return to Children; though I ſaid thar 
they are delighted with the prodigious and aſtoniſhing, 
Jet believe we ſhall find them better Judges than 
is generally imagined, of what | is natural and what is 
not ſo, of the Propriety or Impropriety of Charac- 
ters; and the Decorum or Ridicule of Actions, if they 
are ſuch as lie within the Sphere of their Obſervati- 
on. Such is their Love of Mimicry, that Nothing 
pleaſes them more, chan amuſing Pictures of Life and 
Manners. They are fond to compare them with fuch 
Originals 2s they are acquainted. with, and to trace 
wherein they agree or differ. The Delight which ariſes 
ere, js much like that we receive from Painting. It 


enormous Draughts will miſlead the Mind, or put us“ | 


"rather that they will ſerve the-ſame Ends as Caricatu- 


13 
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is not merely the Unity of the whole Piece, the juſt 
Ordonnance and Subordination of the ſevera! Figures, 
or the exact Arrangement and Harmony of the Lights 
and Colours, which charm us. Our Mind, is withal 


buſie d, in obſerving the Reſemblance to the Pattern 
in Natute, comparing Feature with Feature, and exa- 


mining how the ſeveral Parts, as well as the whole 


Compoſition, are adapted to exprefs the correſpondent 
Beauties of the Original. It is becauſe of this Reliffr 


for Imitation, that we are delighted with juſt Pictures 
of Objects, even ſuch as are deformed, horrid, and 


offenſive to our Sight. Thus dreadful Precipices, fiery 
Vulcanoes. ravenous or foul Animals, would fill us 
with Terror or Diſguſt, if preſented to us as in Na- 
ture but we can gaze at them with Pleaſure, if caſt 
of upon the Canvas only, let them look ever fo ter- 
rible and hideous. By Virtue of the ſame Taſte for 
bifloric or mara! Imitation, villainous Characters, 
diſmal Events, and frightful' Tales, pleaſe and enter“ 


tain us in true moral Painting, What would give us 


immenſe Pain, if beheld in real Life, we can not 
only endure, but even love to hear or read in mere 
Repreſentation. We can ſhiver or weep with Pleaſure 
at a juſt Deſcription, and gaze with a. delightful A- 


mazement and Rapture at mimic Scenes, when the. 


real ones would have filled us only with Horror. In 


couſequenee of this Diſpoſition, (which like moſt others. 


is exceeding ſtrong in Children, as their Minds are of 


ſo tender and ſuſceptible a Texture ;) a buſy and per- 


plexed Scene gives fine Play to their Imaginations 3 
their Attention is led on and kept awake by every new 
Incident, the Difficulties which perplex and entangle 


the Plot, increaſe their Suſpenſe; and while it is un- 
5 ravelling and drawing to the Cataſtrophe, every Paſſſ⸗ 
ve or. 
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on is. worked up, and the Mind is pleaſed, or alarmed 

| jo aſtoniſhed i to the n 
cams... - 

The Ancients, appear | to have. been varticulatini im- 
preſſed, - with a Senſe of. this mimic Diſpoſition in 
human Nature; and the ealy Acceſs, which we may: 
have into the Minds of Men, as well as of. Children, 
by pradticing upon this Principle with the proper Ad- 
dreſs. Almoſt all the Productions of ancient Wit are 
in the Way of Imitation. Perſons real, or. ſictitious, 
are brought in View. The Converſation of an Eve- 
ning Banquet, an Academic Walk, or the mereſt 

*hance Encounter i is either recited or acted before us. 

he Dialogiſts ſpeak. in Character, according to the 
Wideneſs or Narrowneſs of their Views, and the pe- 
culiar Turn of their Humour and Temper. The 
Stateſman orMagiſtrate appears without Guards or Of- 
ficers, lays, afide-his. Robes of State, and reclines on 

the verdant Turf, under. the Shade, or by the purling 
15 Stream, and there holds a ſamiliar Conveiſe about what 
il Foncerns us as well a him to know. The Philoſo- 
pher mixes with the gay and ſhining Ring in the Fo- 


rum or Porch, and without any of the Muſtineſs or 
Sourneſs of che School about him, talks of Trade, Po- 


litics, or Whatever is the current Subj ect of the Times 7 
by Degrees, he exalts and improves the Converſation, 


and ſeldom drops his Fellow-Dialogitts, till be has. 
made them and us wiſer and better. At other Times 
we are let into the Shops of the Artifts, and over-hear 
ingenious Dialogues on the Principles of their reſpec- 
\ 2 Arts; there, the Tgnorance of Pretenders is in- 
touſly expoſtd, and Virtuoſoſhip &ffected; f 

In fine, all the Phitotophy of Antiquity is of the eaſy, 
uaforbidding, andimitativeKind, and, atthe ſame "Time 
diaz 
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that it inſtructs us even in the moſt abſtruſe Speculati-- 
ons, it preſents us with humorous Pictures of ordinary 
Liſe, and keeps our Curioſity and Attention awake, by 
a Variety and Oppoſition of Sentiments and Characters. 
Leſſons of Wiſdom and Morals appear natural in the 
Mouth of the venerable and experienced Sage; Dia- 
lecties and Rhetoric are the proper Province of the So- 
phiſt and Orator : The Stateſman may talk gracefully 
on Politics and Buſineſs ; and the profeſt Scholar has a 
Right to walk round the whole Circle of Arts and 
Sciences. Andtherefore, when they are made to paſs 
in Viſion before us, we are delighted to compare the 
Originals and Copies, and are charmed to find Na- 
ture fairly doubled by Reflection. 

Such was ancient InftruQtion.— but adams Wic- 
dom, it ſhould ſeem, has taken a different Turn. Theſe 
moral Mirrors, are feldom employed to inſtruct and 
entertain us, or if at any Time they are, they reflect 
the Images ſo faintly, or elſe preſent ſuch aukard and 
unnatural Figures, that one can ſcarceknow the Fea- 
tures to be likeany Thingin Lifeand real Being. Whe- 
ther this be owing to the Fault of the Artiſts, who have 
loft the ancient Art of caſting and poliſhing thoſe Mir- 
rors ; or whether it is to be aſcribed to any Oddity of 
Taſte, or Singularity and Defect in the preſent Age, I . 
ſhall not pretend ta ſay. But be that as it will, I wiſh, 
for the Benefit of all, but eſpecially of my Fellow- Stu- 
dents, that the Art may come more into Vogue, becauſe 
| reckon the Practice highly improving and advanta- 
geous. | 
I believe, ſaid Eugenio, the Practice of the Art, 
is more extenſive and univerſal, than Sophron is well 
aware of. We ſhall find all the Species of Fable, 
Allegory, and Wege prevailing in modern Times. 


The | 
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Thee learned and ſkilful Divine, makes his karte! Re- 
plies in the Dialogue Way. The fiery Darts of Scep- 
titiſm and Infidelity, are beft repelled by the Retor- 
ſions of quaint Debate. And the Champion of Ortho- 
doxy, gives the moſt killing Blows, when he fairly con- 
fronts his Adverſary, and delten his Arguments out 
of his own Mouth. 

The Maxims of political Pricicacs; and the refined 
deen of Morality, have been gilded over with 
the fineſt Colours of Imagination, to render them the 
more palatable; and another Uly/es and Neſtor have 
Liſen, to inſtruct and charm Mankind“. Nay, old Philo- 
fophers have condeſcended to teach us modern Inven- 
tions, and Prophets have wrapt up myſtic Divinity; 
in the ſhadowy Covers of tender Romancef. And, 
who would think it? the deepeit and moſt beautiful 
Syſtems of Government, have been woven into the” 
Form of a political Romance, to make them the more 
entertaining to unphiloſophic Minds, and to recommend 

them more artfully to the reigning Powers g. As to Alles 
| gory, we may almoſt vie with Antiquity ; it ſprung 
moſt richly when the Soil was rankeſt. Our wi/conary 
Poet, indeed, ſpun hi, Web ſo thin and long, that the 


Veil in ſome Places, ſeems to be too tranſparent, to cover. 


the beautiful Figures it was intended to. adorn. Since 
his Time, our Miltons, our Addiſens, our Parnel;, to 
name no more, have taken ſelect Portions:of Nature, 
and wrought them up into the moſt finiſhed Allegories 
chat ate any where extant. In theſe, Truth is painted 
in all the Riches of Imagination, the Paſſions are embo- 


aa, the Vue «nd WW. nee and the 
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fineſt Incidentsof Humanity repreſented in living.Scenes Wl 
and gay Fable. Lou are ns Strangers, Gentlemen, to 


thoſe admirable Compoſitions which I have in my Eye, 


and therefore I have no Occaſion to point them out to 
you. Nor need I mention many other exquiſite Sa- 
tires upon human Foibles and Folly, which have been 
diſguiſed. under the ſame allegoric or fabulous Veil, 
Vou ſee then, that we. have no great Reaſon to com- 
plain of the Scarcity of this Kind of Wit in modern 
Times. Tis true, theſe are not the ordinary Pro- 
ductions of our teeming. Age; but are like delicious 


Spots, improved and beautified by the niceſt Culture, 


amidſt an infinite Proſuſion of Weeds and Briars; and 
it is, no Doubt, owing to their Authors having laboured 
long in the well-cultivated Garden of Antiquity, that 
they; have been able totaiſe ſuch. mature and goodly 
Fruits. Theſe genuine Sons of ancient Wit being 
fully. apprifed, . that Fable is a much better Vehicle of 
Senſe, than dry Reaſoning and didaQtic Philoſophy, 
borrowed Plumes from Fancy to wing their Concepti- 
ons, and with them flew directly at the human Heart. 
The Succeſs has been anſwerable. Their charming 

Viſions, their Dreams, their Fables, the ſeemingly 
wild Effuſions of Fancy, ate read and univerſally ad- 
mired, while the laborious. Productions of your, ſober 
waking Plodders, have been long ſince loſt and forgot- 
ten, or daily fink in the wide Gulph of human Folly 
Bo different are the Fates of human Inventions ! 

It appears then, that we. are not quite ſo deſtitute of 


Mirror Artiſts, as Sapbron thinks we are. We have 


had ſome able Workmen, who: have exhibited noble 
Specimens of real Art;; and, tho' the Models are 
not many yet they ſerve to ſhew, that we only want 
true Genius's to bring the ancient Mines again into 
Vogue 
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Vogue. Hath Sophron forgot thoſe chaſte, ſimple, 


and withall fublime Dialogues, of that illuſtrious No- 
bleman Lord Shaftesbury, which revive with ſuch 
Luſtre the old Platonic Mimes, and preſent us with 
many Things elegant in Converſation, profound in 
Philoſophy, and amiable in Life ? did he never catch 
the Spirit of Enthuſiaſm they breathe, and turn a down- 
right Lover of chat Nature which is ſo ſweetly painted 
there? I know his Heart is too tender to have reſiſt- 
ed ſuch Enchantment. One ſo ſuſceptible of the finer 
Paſſions, could not remain daft to their wel Ef- 


forts. © 


Whatever my Senſibility may be, faid een, | 


J cannot help thinking, that Nature wears a conſtrain- 
ed Kind of Aſpect in thoſe Dialogues Eugenio menti- 
ons. Perhaps I may have been deceived and raviſhed 
by thoſe gay Deluſions. While they paſſed before my 
Eyes I thought, I faw real Forms; but when the Vi- 
tion was gone, all appeared like a Dream, or the 
Force of Magic. Nevertheleſs, T am glad to find, from 
Fugenio's Account, that however defective we ace in 
philoſophic Mimes, there have not been wanting a- 
mong us, ſeveral beautiful Sketches in the Way of Fa- 
ble and Allegory. If we do not converſe ſo rationally 


and ſublimely as the Ancients, J rejoice to think that 


we can dream and feign as well. Perhaps in due Time, 
our Converſations may take in a larger Compaſs, than 
Buſineſs, Politics, and Pleaſures. We may come to 
conſider ourſelves as Burghers of a large Community, 
not a little Corporation; Spectators and Citizens of 
Nature, rather than Retainers to this or the other 
Party. Were the Bottom of what we call polite Con- 


verſation thus enlarged, by taking in our wider Con- 


n and Rights as Men, and by making the vari- 
ous 
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dus Parts of Nature the Subjects of our ordinary 
Diſcourſe, we might then expect to ſee proper and 
natural Patterns for our Mimographers to copy after ; 
nor would thoſe well-meaning Authors be put to ſuch 
pitiful and hard Shifts of contriving Machinery to 
introduce even the Beau-Mapdealking on philoſophi- 


cal Subjects. A genteel Allegory, might be then told 


and naturally told, inſtead of a {_ pglitical Haranguez 


and a philoſophical Diſcuſſion cok go forward with 


as good a Grace, as a nice Deſcant on F aſhions or 
Opera's. 


In order then, ſaid Hiero, to recommend the ancient 


Mode, and give once a fair Beginning to this new 


philoſophic Practice, will Sophron be ſo good as to tell 


us, one of thoſe gentcel Tales or Allegories, that were 


in faſhion among polite Albenian Company, by which 
Philoſophy was taught without Conſtraint, or any Air 


of Superiority. By a fair Specimen or two, we may M ; 
judge how far the Method is practicable, or worthy of 


Imitation. 
If Hiero has a Mind, replied Sophron, to ſee any 


of thoſe allegoric Tales anciently in vogue, copied out 


in plain Engliſh, I refer him to the Tatler, where he 
will find a couple of them, the Story of Prodicus, 
which he himſelf mentioned, and in : a Manner ex- 
plained; and the Parentage and Birth of Love. Theſe 
may ſhew him the Manner, and J hope, convince the 


Company, if we want to be convinced of it, that the 


Practice, though perhaps not quite modiſh,- yet is not 
altogether ungenteel. But if he will not be ſatisfied 
with theſe Inſtances, I ſhall! give him another; pro- 


vided he, in his Turn, will entertain us with a modern 
8 


Vor. I. r 


362 DIALOGUEsS concerning 
Hiero, by his Silence ſeemed to conſent to the 
Terms, upon which, S9phron proceeded thus. You 
know, Gentlemen, that Prometheus, was reckoned by 
the Ancients, the Miniſter of Fove,, i in the Formation 
of Man. Hear then a ſimple Tale, as it is told by one, 
who was no Stranger, either to the Decorums, or the 
Elegancies of polite Life. 
There was a Time, as the Story runs, when neither . 
Men nor Beaſts exiſted, but only the immortal Gods. 4 
When the Time of their Generation came, the Gods 
faſhioned them of Earth and Fire; but they aſſigned 
to the two Brothers, Prometheus and Epimetheus, the { 
Buſineſs of diſtributing, to the different Species of Crea- 
_ tures, their reſpective Endowments and Powers. Epi- J 
metheus had the Charge of the inferior Animals, whom $ 
headorned with the neceſſary Qualities, which befitted 
their various Ranks and Situation; giving to ſome a 
Strength, to others Swiftneſs; to ſome defenſive, to 8 
- ethers offenſive Weapons; and to each of them diffe- K 
rent Kinds of Food, Cloathing, and Habitations. But 0 
having exhauſted all his Skill in furniſhing the Brutes, 4 
Man, the principal Creature, was left quite unprovided £ 
for, naked, unarmed, unſhod, and uncloathed. Pro- - 
1 
J 
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metheus, finding him thus deſtitute, caſts about how be 
mould ſupply Man. In this Search, he creeps privately 
into the Dwelling common to Minerva and Vulcan. 
From the laſt he fteals the Art of working by Fire, pre- 
paring Metals, and all the Materials of Building, Sow- 
ing, Wc. and from Minerva, her various Arts of Spin- 
ning, Weaving, and the ſeveral Powers of Mechaniſm. 
'Theſe he beſtows on Man. But the Art of politics he 
could not come at ; for it was Jaid up in the Citadel of 
| pn and watched by a formidable Guard. However, 
* Means of the Arts before mentioned, Men ſoon 
provided 
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provided themſelves with Garments, and the other Ne- 
ceſſaries of Life; and, being the only Creatures who 
ſhared a divine Lot, and had an Aſſinity with the Gods, 
they alone believed in them, and ereQed Statues, and 
Altars to their Honour, and learned Language and 
Names for every Thing, But as at firſt they lived 
ſcattered about in Woods, Caves, and Huts, and had 
no Cities, they were an eaſy Prey to the wild Beaſts, 
who, were ſtronger. than they. For. they had not 
pet learned the petirical Art, olf, which, War was pe 
Branch. Therefore they began to aſſociate and build 
Cities for their common Safety and Defence ;. but, 
having no right Policy, they committed ſuch mutual 
Hoftilities, that they were ſoon. diſpetſed again and 
deſtroyed as formerly. Jupiter, fearing. leſt, the whole 
Race ſhould, periſh, ſends down Mercury among them, 
and orders. him to take Juſtice and a, Senſe. of, Ho- 
naur along with; bim, to be the Guards and Orna- 
ments of Cities, and the common Cement of Friend- 
ſhip and Fidelity. Mercury deſires to be informed, 
after what Manner he ſhould diſtribute them. . Whe- 
ther, as the other Arts were diſtributed ; to one Phyſic, 
to another Poetry, and to others different maaual Arts: 
So he ſhould obſerve the ſame. Rule in Wand 
to one, and to another a Senſe. of Hendur, No, ſaid 
Jupiter, you are to diſtribute them to all alike ; other- 
wiſe, added he, Cities cannot ſubſiſt ; and if any can- 
not or will not partake of them, let them be cut off 
immediately, as the Peſts and Nuſances, of Sgciety.— 
Mercury executed his Orders gunciually z. and accord- 
ingly; theſe Principles. became common and characte- 
riſtical of the Species. Hence, all are. Judges in Mat- 
ters of W e in wk is, e, or 
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Thus eds my Tale; perhaps, Gentlemen, you 
will think ſoniewhat-abruptly : But for all that; I can- 
not help thinking, that ſome tolerable good Inſttuc- 
tion, is to be pieked up froim it, Ample and hae 
h 25 it u I am of Opiaien; how juſtly you! muſt 
dge, chat it gives a pretty eaſy and natural eco. 
of the Riſe, Progreſs, and gradual Refinement of So- 
cicty, and a Juſt Detail of the Wiſdom of the Diftribu- 
tions of Providence, with Reſpect to Man and the other 
Aflimals. The laſt are provided with every Thing ner 
ceſſary to their Sübffſtence, Defence, and Security; and 
therefore'mete iſtin@” (repreſented; I would ſuppoſe, 
by Epemetheus) ſerves their ' Turn for Life; for tlie 
Pleaſures i in Life for which they were ordained, and 
for the Preſer vation of the Species. Män a divine 


Creative is weak, and withil unarmed „uncloathed, and 


unprovided forꝭ yet has Plenty of unprovided Materials. 
His Tod; Cloathe, Armour; Security, Quiet, every 
"Thing maſt. berche Purchaſe of his own Induſtry and 
Labout. Therefore he is left to his o Bagaetty'anl 
Foreſight, which is held forth by Prometheus.” By bis 
e invents firſt the neceſſary and uſeful, then 
the elegant Arts of Life. —forms civil Pdlities, and 
by Meats of Juſtice and Laws, which are the Gifts of 
Mercury that is of Wealth; and Speech or Eloquen 
Tetiders his Condition far ſuperior to that of his F 
1ow Animalö. Is not ſuch à Method of Inſtruction, 
both more engaging, and likewiſe more palpable to the 


Underſtanding, than if the Author of the Tale, haden- 


tered" into aidry*and' formal Detail of the re 
gutes of Brutes and Men, aud \the Origta'sf Arts 
d huntiiin Society ? Fo 0211 942 o leoiitit 

7 The ſame wondrous” Sibey Tele Ae the 
| Natur and as it were he F Loop of of Minds, particular. 
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Iy the Human, by a ſublime and beautiful N 
which it would require a deeper Inſight into his Phi- 
loſophy than Jam Maſter of, to unfold, or indeed 
to relate coherently. 1 ſhall only tell you, that he 
repreſents the Nature of the Mind, by the united 
Power of a winged Pair of Horſes and a Charioteer- 
One of the Horſes is of a generous Breed, a mild, 
ſprightly, courageous, well-made Creature, tame and 
obedient to the Driver. The other is a wild, unſhape- 
ly; ill-favoured, impetuous Beaft, who difobeys the 
Charioteer, and renders the Courſe troubleſome and þ 
difficult. By this Emblem, the complicated Nature 
of Man, is admirably painted out to us. "Thoſe groſs 
Appetites, and wild ſtubborn Paſſions, by which we 
are allied to the Brute, and which ſo frequently con- 
vulſe the Frame of our Mind, and diſturb the. Con- 
duct of our Life, are ſtrongly pictured by the furious 4 
Beaſt. On the other Hand, the mild and gentle, as. N 
well as the generous and heroic Affectĩons of our Frame, . 
by which we approach to more divine Beings ; in ſhort . 
all our Sentiments of what is great, lovely and ſublime 
in Life, are finely ſhadowed out to us, by the nobler 
Creature, Reaſon or Intelligence, that ſuperior Fa- 
culty or Man-Excellence;, is the preſiding Power, who 
holds the Reins, directs and controuls the Motions of 
our feyeral Appetites and Paſſions. Their Swiftneſs _ 
and Activity, is well repreſented by their being winged. 
Thoſe Wings are moulted by Error, Falſehood, In- 
temperance, Cowardice, and Vice. By theſe, our 
Mind is darkened, our Ingenuity and Vigour maimed, 7 
and every liberal Principle and Effort damped. But 
the Wings grow, and are nouriſhed by Truth, Wiſdom,,.. 
Temperance, and every Virtue.——But I doubt, Gen- J 
| tlemen, L have tired you, by leading you into theſe © 
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Regions of Fancy, in which it is much eaſier to 5 
one's ſelf; than to return ſafe and with a. good Grace. 
But I — I have given my Friend, a Sample of che 
ancient Mode of converſing, ſuſſicient to convince him, 
that the Practice, however unfaſhionable it may be 
thought now-a-days, is not quite un genteel; at leaſt, I- 
may venture to ſay, not unedifying ; ; and were it adopt- 
ed into modern Converſation, by the approved Maſters 
of Wit and Decency, it might poſſibly, bring more of 
Senſe and Meaning into our ordinary Diſcourſe. 7H 

We are obliged to Sophron, returned Eugenio, for his 
amuſing Account of the ancient Manner, and for. the 
beautiful Samples he has produced of it ; but however 
it might ſuit our modern Taſte, for the Daſh of Whim 
and Entertainment, that appears to be in it, yet I am 
afraid i it would too much torture the tender Brains of 
our Fair, and perhaps too of the Smarts and Pretty. 
Fellows, their embroidered Apes, either to contrive 
ſuch Tales, or to ſind out their Meaning. It is much 
eaſier to faſten upon a Reputation, and take it in Pieces, 
than to unfold an Allegory; and much more agreeable 


to talk of a Play and Ridetto, or ſhuffle a Pack of: 
Cards, than roam in the unfrequented Wilds of Thought. 


The Choice of an Head-dreſs, any new F aſhion, or a 
Story of an Intrigue, is a more fruitful Subject of Spe- 


eulation, and more level too, to the unambitious Un- 
derſtandings of modern Thinkers, I believe I ſhould 
have ſaid Haranguers, than the World of Ideas, 
the Powers of Nature, the Qualities of the Mind, and 


Origin or Order of Society. Therefore, 1 fancy 


Sophron muſt abate a little, of his ambitious Views, of 


[; ſetting on foot ſuch a ſtrange Revolution of Things, 
in the gay World. He muſt be contented, if he can 
a ta en of Philolophers, People like ourſelves, who 
Bye 
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live moſtly among Books, rather than the Ladies, to 
introduce this new Faſhion of bis, to cloath our. 
Thoughts in Allegory, and talk in the odd Stile and 
Air of his philoſophie Mimes of Antiquity. It is well 
if we dare venture upon it, ſhut up as we are from the 
World, and remote from the Views of modern Critics, 
who, were they to over - heat us, wouldbe much divert - 
ed with ſuch antiquated. and un faſhionable Diſcourſe. 

A little Buſtle at the Door, turned all our Eyes chi- 


ther, and made Eugenio ſtart up with ſome Surprize: 


and Concern, and run to ſee, if there had actually been 
any Body liſtening to our Converſation. Upon opening 
it, he found it was only one of the Domeſtics, who had 
been about ſome neceſſary Family Buſineſs. The Ac- 
cident, trifling as it was, alarmed us all, but we could 
not help ſmiling, at the ſerious Emotion and Anxiety, 
which Eugenio diſcovered. He looked as, if he had; 
been caught, and ſeemed afraid, leſt his Satire ſhould _ 
have reached the Ears of ſome Spy, who might have 
maliciouſly divulged it, and impto ved it into an Handle 
againſt him among the Ladies. When we were com- 
poſed again, and the Coaſt ſeemed quite clear, Ong 
took up. the Converſation, 

The Method, faid he, propoſed, and 1 may 44 
exempliſied, by Sopbron, to improve Converſation, or 
rather to convey Truth and communicate our Diſcove- 
ries one to another, might, perhaps, do well enough 
to inſtruct Children, whoſe Minds muſt be amuſed at 
the ſame Time that they are taught, and who muſt 
have intellectual Qualities, and abſtract Ideas, explained 
to them by groſs and jenſible Images, not only to en- 
gage their Attention, but to make their ſlippery and 
unapprehenſi ve Underſtandings feel them. But I much 
deute, Gentlemen, whether this Method be of The 

le, 
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© Uſe, or a good Precedent to Men, whoſe Apprehenſi- 
ons are more ſtrong and full grown. I take it to be a 
round- about Way, and will you give me leave to add, 
a fallacious one too, - notwithſtanding all I have yet 
heard to the contrary. For it ſappoſes, that we trace 
our Knowledge, according to the common Rules of 
Inveſtigation, even as other good Folks do; but that 
when by muck poring, we have found it, our Labour 
is but juſt to begin. We muſt fit down, and gravely 
plod, in contriving ſome dark myſterious Covers to hide 
or, if you pleaſe, to embody and dreſs out our Meaning. 
Then, after we have laid it over thick and three-fold, 
with Metaphor, Allegory, and myſtic Alluſion, we are 


fond of imparting it as ſome wonderful profound Diſ- a1 

covery. And becauſe we affix new Names, or give a * 

new Colouring to old Ideas; we pretend to the Ho- w 

nour of Invention, or at leaſt look upon ourſelves as = 

Men of a plaſtir Genius, who can create imaginary tc 

. Beings and Ferms at Pieaſure-. Well! allow thoſe re 

co ſublime Genius's the Honour of a new Invention; or, w 

= if they chuſe rather, of a Creation; how far are we dc 


advanced? Why truly, not one Jot. We have a new 
Courſe of Labour to go through. We muſt juſt un- Wi 
ravel a-new all this fine Web, which coſt ſo much co 
Pains to weave. We muſt untwiſt every Thread of it; Wl 
lay them out one by one, and gradually trace the mi- tot 
nute, and frequently oyer-ſtrained Likeneſs, which it dit 
carries to the. Pattern. It is well, if after all our ſee 
Trouble, we can find any Likeneſs or Meaning at all. tiy 
So, we are at Length juſt arrived where we ſet out, ſid 
and have made, or unveiled, the ſelf-ſame Diſcovery, Ph 
ve were at ſuch Pains to hide.—But I added, Gentle- : 
men, that the Method was not only tedious, but falla- fer 
cious withal. And I think it no hard Matter, to make 

12 f good 
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good my Charge. Spiritual and material Forms, are ſo : 
widely and entirely. different, that I do not ſee how 


the one can ſtand for the other, or be explained by it, 
without introdueinga ſtrange Confuſion and Perplexity 


into our Ideas. 'There is always ſome Side, or Part in 
which they diſagree; and therefore Similies are pro- 
verbially ſaid to halt, becauſe of the Imperfection as 
well as Faintneſs of the Reſemblance; ſo that however 
they may paſs current among Poets, and be neceſſary 
to put off their ſlight and tinſel Wares, I hardly think 
that they ought to be received as good Coin among 
Philoſophers. Beſide. I do not conceive how one 
ſimple Idea can ſtand for or expreſs another; not how 
an abfirated Quality or Notion can be repreſented by 
what has Senſe or Feeling. This Method therefore, 
which I am ſorry to ſee recommended by you, Gentle- 
men, and practiſed by too many good Writers, appears 
to me to have a plain Tendency to confound the Diffe- 
rences of Things, to perplex our Ideas, and amuſe us 
with a Shew of Knowledge; while we only graſp Sha» 
dows inſtead of Subſtances. 

Conſtant pronounced the laſt Part of his Diſcourſe 
with a great Deal of Warmth and Pathos. He had 
continued filent for a conſiderable Time, though not 
without frequently diſcovering ſeveral ſtrong Symp» . 
toms of an Impatience to ſpeak ; but having now fairly 
diſburthened himfelf againſt Fable and Allegory, he 
ſeemed to enjoy more Peace of Mind. Theſe Invec- 
tives of his however, put the Company upon re- con- 
ſideting the Argument. And after a ſhort Silence, 
Philander ſpoke ta this Effet. | 

The Zeal, which our Friend has diſcovered in De- 
feace of Truth and juſt Thinking, is, no Doubt, highly 
commendable. And if it was only an airy fanciful 

Building, 
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Building, we have been all along endeavouring to 
erect, he had good Reaſon to ſweep it away, in order 
_ to raiſe a fairet and goodlier Structure of Truth in its 
Room. But I would-fain hope; that our fabulous and 
allegorical Fabric; has a real Foundation in Nature, 
and may be of admirable Uſe both to tore up and con- 
vey Truth; nay, that it is not unworthy of Philoſo- 
phers to take ſome Pains to raiſe up and ſupport the 
Fabric. Conſtant ſeemed to allow that Fables migh& 
be of Uſe to inftruQ-Children. Shall I ſay, that the 
Generality of us are Children in Knowledge, giddy, 
roving and narrow in our Conceptions ; and have need 
of much the ſame Kind of Aſſiſtances with them, to en- 
large and facilitate them? Were we pure Intelligences, 
T believe Truth would be ſo familiar and congenial to 
us, that we could both contemplate it ourſelves, and 
communicate it to each other, in the moſt ſimple and 
undiſguiſed Form; and we ſhould then perhaps be beſt 
pleaſed, when we ſaw it quite naked, or leaſt encum- 
| bered: with material Vehicles, or ſenſible Ornaments. 
But as we are Spirits, (and very ſhort- ſighted ones 
too) incloſed in groſs, though organized Matter, we 
mult be content to view it in the beſt Light we can, 
and convey it to others in ſuch a Shape and Dreſs, as 
will render it moſt obvious and intelligible to the un- 
thinking. Many. The Succeſſion of Ideas which con- 
ſtantly paſs within, is ſo great, and our Feelings are ſo 
refined, ſo delicate and ſlippery, that we find it exceed- 
ingly difficult to range them in order, to bind them to- 
gether in our own Minds, and ſtill more ſo, to commu- 
nicate them to others. Therefore we are forced to 
invent Words, thoſe arbitrary Links, to detain and fix 
them there; and muſt range every Corner of the Uni- 
A to fetch Lights and Colours, ſufficient to _ 
em 
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them viſible to thoſe with whom we converſe. This 


cauſe of the Penury of proper Phraſes, we have been 


| metaphorical ones. To theſe have been ſuperadded, 
Images, Similies, Compariſons, Allegories, and the 


to expreſs either our moſt ſimple abſtracted, or our 


I doubt, after A1/ our Improvements, ſtill continue an 
imperfect Store-houſe to treaſure up the immenſe Fund 


moral Ideas are there to expreſs, for which no Words 


has given Birth to the immenſe Variety of Languages 
and CharaQterg to expreſs our Conceptions. And, be- 


obliged to uſe an infinite Number of borrowed and 


whole Train of Figures. And all are ſcarce ſufficient 


moſt complex Notions, and thoſe yarious F celings of 
which we are ſuſceptible. So that the Method which 
Conflant condemns, is founded on the unavoidable Im- 
perfection of human Language, and of the Way of 
Communicating our Ideas and Sentiments; which will 


of-our Ideas in, or an inſufficient Vehicle to diſtribute 
them to others. For how many ſenſible as well as 


have been yet invented? By what has been faid al- 
ready in the Courſe of this Debate, I think it appears, 
that Metaphor and Allegory conſtitute a ſtrict and pro- 
per Language, and one very expreſſive and deſcriptive. 
To find fault then with it, is to blame Language in 


| general. 


But, ſays he, this is the moſt dangerous and delu- 
fire Kind, becauſe it inſtitutes unjuft Compariſons, 
i. e. compares Things that are not exactly alike, and 
thus dazzles us by the Speciouſneſs of Appearances. 
Let our Friend remember, that it is ſcarcely poſſible to 
frame adequate Signs of our Ideas, by the moſt perfect 
Language, or the moſt expreſſive Characters; and 
therefore, if any will preſume that they are adequate 
Signs when they are not, they ought not to lay the 


Blame 
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Blame on Language, but on their own Raſhneſs and 
Credulity. And where there is not an arbitrary, but 
a natural Kind of Connection, between the Signs and 


the Things ſignified by them, one would imagine we 
ſhould be ſenſible of the minuteſt Differences between 
them; and conſequently be leſs apt to be impoſed upon 


'by taking the Signs for adequate and fully expreſſive 


Marks of their Archetypes. 

But Conſtant ſtill urges that the Method is tedious 
and a great Way about, firſt to inveſtigate, then to 
hide or cover our Ideas. But Covers they muſt have 
if we mean they ſhould go fart 4 than our own Mind ; 
and I fear they are ſuch fleetiag Things, that to aſeer- 
tain them even there, e muſt fad Wrappers for them. 


For let the moſt refined Philoſopher try, if he can long 


retain his Ideas, without ſtamping them with proper 
Marks or Signs. Therefore, to keep thoſe airy Be- 
ings from evaporating, but eſpecially to communicate 


them to others, Lam of Opinion we muſt incloſe them 


in ſome Vehicle or other. Now whether Metaphor, 
Alluſion, and Allegory, be not as proper and natural 
a Vehicle as any, or whether we can ſubſtitute a better, 
is, I think, the only Queſtion. Why; fays Conflant, 
after it is all wove, we muſt untwiſt it again, we muſt 


undreſs the Idea of its metaphorical Habit to come at it. 


What is this but ſaying in other Words, that we muſt 
underſtand the Language, before we can underſtand 
the Sentiments conveyed by it? And pray, is not that 
the Caſe with all Language? Now I appeal to uni- 
verſal Experience, whether the Kind of Language here 
contended for, be not the moſt agreeable ; and whe- 
ther the Pleaſure we feel in undreſſing i it, and compa- 
ring the Sign with the Thing it repreſents, does not 
Dy compenſate all the Pains we are at. And 


where 
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where the Toil itſelf is ſo grateful, the Diſcovery we 
make muſt be doubly pleaſing. I hope therefore, it 
may appear from this, and what has been faid before, 
in the Progreſs of our Debate, that the Method re- 
commended by moft of the Company, is neither falla- 
cious, nor unphiloſophical, nor _— for commu- 


nicating Truth. 


Lam afraid, faid Eugenio, that ane of the great Rex- 
ſons, why Philoſophy is ſo little reliſhed by the faſhi- 
onable and politer Part of the World, is, becauſe it is 
generally delivered in ſuch a dry and abſtracted Manner. 
The Fault is not, that ſhe is too gaudy and ornament- 
ed, but rather that ſhe is too naked of Ornament. It 
ſeems as if ſhe was expected to ſtrike every Beholder 
at firſt Sight, and by her native Charms: nay, as if it 
was the Intention of her profeſs'd Advocates, to gain 
her Reverence, by the Horror of her Appearance; 
they dreſs her out as formidable as they can, like the 
Prieſts of ſome Indian Pagods, who to increaſe the 
Homage of the humble Votaries, load their Images 
with the ghaſtlieſt and moſt difproportioned Features. 
So Theſe chuſe the moſt crabbed Phraſes to deſcribe the 
fair Dame, and make her give out her Oracles in bar- 


barous unintelligible Jargon, inſtead. of the: ſweet har- 


monious Imagery of ancient Wiſdom: If any are 
touched with Curiofity topry into her ſacred' Myſteries, 
what ſtrange unknown and frequently unmeaning Cha 
racers muſt they learn, what a rigid Diſcipline of Words 
and Forms muſt they go through, before they can be 
initiated ? I ſhould think therefore, that if the Aim 
of Philoſophers, be really, as I think it ought to ba, 
to make Philoſophy as clear, and well underſtood, and 
univerſal, as poſſible; they will find it their Intereſt to 
. an amiable Countenance and Mien, and to 
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£loathe her in a decent and alluring Dreſs, in order to 
invite All to the Search, not merely your dry plodding 
Heads, but even the gay, the eaſy, the faſhionable Tribe 
The Method of Fable, Allegory, and familiar pleaſant 
Dialogue, I take to be ſuch 3; and therefore Poets have, 
by many, been reckoned better Philoſophers, I mean 
juſter Painters of Truth and Nature, than thoſe to 
whom we uſually appropriate that venerable Name. 


Whether, Gentlemen, ſaid Simplicius, the ingenious 


Method of Inſtruction you have recommended, be 


o proper for able Scholars, and Men of full grown 
Underſtandings, I ſhall not take upon me to determine *, 


but I am entirely of Sophren's Opinion, that it is the 
beſt and moſt ſucceſsful Method we can uſe · in the 


Epucarion of Cnilpxen : not only as it diverts 


their Minds agreeably by the Vivacity of its Images, 
and works upon their Paſſions with an ingenuous Force, 
but as it puts them upon Thinking, gives them Mate- 


Atals upon which they may employ their Thoughts, and 
. teaches them how to connect and range their Ideas, to 


judge of Relations, deduce Conſequences, and ſpeak 
with Coherence and Propriety. Theſe are no mean 


Advantages in the Affair of Education, in which the 
grand Art, with Regard to Inſtruction, ſeems to be, 
o aba len the Mind to Attention, and the Exerciſe of 


it own Powers, without which all the Principles of 
Knowledge it is taught, would rather perplex and en- 
'cumber than truly profit it. Ithink therefore, it might 
be of conſiderable Uſe in Education, if the moſt beau- 
tiful and intereſting of thoſe Allegories, whether any 
tient or modern, which have or might have been men- 
tioned, were collected into one Volume, and exhibited 

to the Vouth, as ſo many Philoſophical Pictures or Hi- 


len Fuer of human Life; which ſhould be _— 
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1 them, or preſeribed as Exerciſes to explain and coin” 
ment upon themſelves. To Theſe might be prefixed 
Prints of them, to make the Medium of woke rw 
ſtill more ſenſible aud "amuſing to the Pupil. 
As Fables have been all along conſidered by you, as 
a moſt inſtruftive and delightful Language, by which 
Truth is conveyed to the Mind; and moral Sentiments 
| EF enforced, I would ſuggeſt one Thing 
more: to your Conſideration; Whether PAIN TIN G may 
not be conſidered likewiſe in the ſame Light; I mean, 
as a noble Vehicle of moral Sentiments, and an agree- 
*; able Prompter to the finer Paſſions. This is an unt- 
ver ſal, and therefore a moſt expreſſive and intelligible 
Language. I the rather mention it, becauſe I think it 
belongs to the Subject we are upon. For I look upon 
| a good Hiſtory-Piece, as a filent, but an highly ral 
Fable. A beautiful Allegory may be ſpread out on the 
Canvas, in as ſignificant Language, as the richeſt Co- 
| louring of Words can exhibit it to the Fancy. And 
[ believe a painted Fable or Allegory may be as well 
0 underſtood, and has full as fair a Chance to pleaſe Chil- 
a dren, as one that is eld. For it ſpeaks to their Eyes 
8 with all the Advantage of Colours, Light and Shade, 
5 as well as to their Mind, with all the Strengthiof De- 
f ſign, Harmony and Expreſſion. They [conceive a 
f Groupe of Figures they have feen, better, and retain 
them more eaſily, eſpecially if they are of the abſtracted 
moral Kind, than if they had ys read or heard 1 
them in Deſcription. 
”7 Whether the „ill or the higher Liſe. is | exhibited, 5 
we are pleaſed with a juſt Imitation of Nature. If 
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and the proper Union of conſenting Parts. If the 


| Piece be truly moral and hiſtorical, human Characters 


and Actions riſe to View; we are touched by the 
Beauty of Sentiments, and Energy of Paſſions, which 
flow from the creative Pencil; we admire the amiable 
and -bereic, or deteſt the foul and abandoned ; are ſub- 
dued by moving Diſtreſs, and elated by the Honours 
conferred .on Virtue. Therefore to Fables I would 
Join Prints, Pictures, fabulous or bifloric Draughts, 
which convey a ſenſible Inſtruction to the i ingenious as 
well as ignorant and*untaught ; and awaken the fineſt 
and moſt generous Sentiments of Humanity. They 
will mutually give and receive Light from each other. 
A fine Print, may make the deepeſt Fable or Allegory, 
viſible to the moſt ſimple Eye. And an ordinary Mal- 
«ter, may fetch the moſt inſtrudtive and animated Leſ- 
ſons. from an Hiſtory- Piece well deſigned and executed. 
The Method propoſed by our Friend, ſaid Sophron, 
for teaching the Youth, and forming their Manners, 
18 fuſfciently juſtified by the Practice of ancient Times. 
Not only the Temples oſ the Gods, but the public 
Halls, Porticos, Schools, and Places of Exerciſe, were 
bung round with moral Pieces. The ſeveral Arts 
were repreſented in ſuitable Habits, with their proper 
Badges and Emblems. The different Virtues , as well 
as Vices were expoſed to public View, to inſtruct the 
" attentive SpeQator in their reſpeQive Natures, and to 
raiſe the correſpondent Paſſions. They were accom- 
panied with their diſtinguiſhing Symbols and Attendants 
Which afforded the Teachersof Youth noble Opportu- 
-nities of diſplaying to their Pupils, in a very ſenſible, 
and inſinuating Manner, the different Concomitants and 
Effects of Virtue and Vice. Peace, Concord, Friend- 
Aub, attracted the Eyeand Veneration of theBeholder, 


by 
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by the moſt engaging Airs, and ſweeteſt Attitudes; 


while Diſcord, Rage and Treachery, filled with Indig- 


nation and Dread, by the Horror of their Appearance. 
The Picture of Cebes, if ſuch a Picture was ever hung 
up in the Temple of Saturn, was an exquiſite Hiſtory- 
Piece of Human Life, pregnant with the moſt uſeful 


and intereſting Leſſons relating to Manners and 1.4 


pineſs. 
vingle Men BY ſingle ARtons were pile. 


not on'y to reward the Conduct of the brave and 


good, but to engage others to imitate their Example, 
by kindling in them the ſame generous Ardour. Nay, 
the Manners of a whole People, were ſometimes drawn, 


in their mixed and various Characters and different 
States. Thus Parrbaſius drew the Athenian people, 
paſſionate, fickle, unjuſt and cruel ; yet mild withal, 


compaſſionate, vain- glorious, humble and fierce. Ano- 
ther exhibited The/eus founding the Democracy at A. 
thens, and Lycurgus bidding the Spartans adieu, when 
he left with them his well-bulanced Frame of Govern- 
ment and Laws. Venus Urania was drawn encircled 
by the Muſes and Graces in harmonious Dance. The 
falſe and enſnaring Allurements of vicious Pleaſure, 
were pointed out by Rocks and deceitful Charms of 
the Syrens. In ſhort; the fineſt Leſſons of Philoſophy 
were ſhadowed forth in the admirable Paintings of An- 
tiquity. And the Gods and Goddeſſes appeared little 
elſe, but human Powers and Paſſions eloathed in diviner 


Forms, yet ſpeaking a Language deeply moral and bu- 


man. So that ancient Painting was really a Philoſc- 


Phie Art, or moral School, in which the Youth were 


at once trained up, in cn! ph and Juſtneſs of Tate 
and every Virtue. 


Nor have modern Times left this Method of! akrür⸗ 
tion, uneſſayed. The beſt Maſters have given us 
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the moſt inſtructive Draughts of Paſſions and Manners, 
We ſee the beautiful Fable of Prodicus, has been 
turned, by a celebrated Philoſopher of theſe After- 
ages, into one of the nobleſt hiſtoric Pieces or Tab- 
latures, ancient or modern, Need I appeal to Raphael's 
School of the Arts, or to his Parnaſſus, and his Aſ- 
ſembly of the Philoſophers ; to Pouſſin's Allegories of 
human Life, or to his Moralities? Or ſhall I mention 
Albanio's Groupe of the Virtues, Ruben's Education 
of Mary of Medicis, and many others which you are 
well acquainted with? In this laſt, Minerva, the God- 
deſs of Wiſdom, teaches the Princeſs to read. On 
one Side, a young Man touches a Baſs-Viol, to fignify, 
that one ought to learn betimes, to tune the Paſſions, 
and regulate the Meaſures of Life, that Nothing may 
be done without Order and Harmony. On the other 
Hand, the three Graces appear, to intimate the Soft- 
neſs, and Elegance, which ought to reign in Female 
Education, and Manners. One of them holds a Crown 
of Laurel, a Badge of Renown. Above, Mercury, the 
God of Eloguence, deſcends from Heaven to inſtruct 
her in the ſweet Arts of Perſuaſion. A Rock, from 
which Water deſcends, repreſents the Fruitfulneſs of 
Science, and a Stream of Light, which enlightens the 
Graces, 'and ſheds the Splendor of Day upon the 
Beauty of their Carnations, is an Emblem of its Luſtre. 
Several Inſtruments proper to the Liberal Arts, are 
diſpoſed up and down, to ſhew the Extent of a /ibera} 
Education. Theſe, and ſuch like Deſigns, may, by 
the Aſſiſtance of good Maſters, be made admirable In- 
ſtructors to Youth ; and therefore I highly approve of 
Simplicius's Propoſal, of joining them to Fables and 
Allegories in the Affair of Education. For they con- 
mibute to the ſame Purpoſe of conveying Truth in an 
agree- 


r s tm iau£<d 2 £ as $&o as 


* 8 
7 * 


25 bow. N 2 * * wy” + 
. EE 
$23. S 2 
4 Pg: 


Dial. XI. EDUCATION 379 


agreeable and engaging Manner to the Mind, and have 
a moſt friendly Aſpect on the Intereſts of Virtue, when 
they are not wretchedly abuſed and perverted from 
their original Uſe. But, methinks, Gentlemen, it is 


now full Time to put Hiero in mind of his Promiſe of 


entertaining us with a modern Story. He has now: _ 
had ſufficient Time to recolle&bimſelf, and I take him 
to be a Man of ſuch Honour, that he will pay to * £2 
7 full, or rather more than he ſtricly owes. 
I do not know, Gentlemen, replied Hiero, PT I 


came under any Engagements, ſuch as our Friend a 


ledges, to tell you any Story-ancient or modern. Tis 
true I was curious to hear an ancient Tale from our 
Antiquarian Sophron, and ſo held my Peace, when the 
Thing was propoſed, and he talked of I know not. - 
what Terms. But if my Silence then, muſt be inter- 
Preted as an Aſſent to whatever Terms he was mn 1 
to impoſe, I aſſurec him 1 will not rack my n 
invent a Story to humour his Fangy, or to-wi 


grave Allegory, ſuch as he drew from ſome of ls. r 


Authors; but 1 ſhall tell a Pieee of Private Hiſtory, 


within the Compafs of my on Knowledge, from 


which you may draw what moral or — Re- 
flections you pleaſe. 


A decent and diſcreet Widow in my Father 3 
Neighbourhood, was left by her Huſband, a Gentle- 
man of a ſmall Eſtate but fine Accompliſhments, in mo- 
derate Circumſtances, with the Care of two Sons and 


-an only Daughter, all under Age. To give them a 
good Education was her chief Buſineſs and Delight. 


In all other Reſpects ſhe was thrifty and even parſi- 
monious, but in this, ſhe was what the generality 


would perhaps call profuſe. For ſhe eſteemed a good 


2 the beſt and moſt laſting Fauimony. Ac- 
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cordingly ſhe was at Pains to introduce . into the 


beſt Company, and to teach them all thoſe Accom- 
pliſhments, which it would be unbecoming the Cha- 
rater of a Gentleman or Lady, to be ignorant of. 
She taught both her Sons herſelf to read and write, 
and her Daughter to uſe her Needle. As ſhe had 
ſeen much of the World, ſhe inſtructed them from 
Life and her own Experience, drew Characters, paint- 
ed different Scenes of Life, thoſe ſhe had been engag- 
ed in herſelf, or had ſeen and heard from the Relation 
of others; and this in ſo entertaining a Manner, 
- that the young Creatures were all Ear, and, as Shake- 
ſpear ſays, their Spirits would fly-out into ber Stories. 
She made each of them, in their turns to read to 


the others, and all of them to give their Sentiments | 


afterwards ; opening their tender Conceptions, by 
the familiar and eaſy Queſtions ſhe put to them. At 
other Times, ſhe ſet them to writing Letters to one 
another, and after they had made a Viſit, or other Ex- 
curſion from home, ſhe drew out their little Obſerva- 
tions, on all they had ſeen or heard. But what was 
of moſt Advantage to them, ſhe went before them in 
every Virtue, and was a ſtrict Pattern of that Decen- 
cy and prudent Conduct which ſhe recommended. 
After this ſober Education at home, - ſhe ſent her 
. Daughter to one of the genteeleſt Boarding-Schools, 
and often went thither herſelf to inſpe& her Manners 
more nearly. Her eldeſt Son, after he had learned 
his Latin, and was Maſter of Figures and Book- 
keeping, ſhe put out Apprentice to a conſiderable 
Merchant in the Metropolis, ſufficiently guarded, 
as ſhe thought, againſt the Dangers of the Town, by 
his virtuous Education in the Country. He did very 
well ſor ſome Time, and was much beloved by his 
Maſter, 
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Maſter, both for his Diligence and Honeſty. But 
he was ere long, decoyed into an Intrigue, by an 
handſome Maid of the Family, who, with an Artifice 
peculiar to fome of thoſe Town-bred Girls, affected 
to be in love with him. She endeavoured to con- 
vince him of it, by giving a particular Attention to all 
his Wants, and expreſſing a tender Concern to pleaſe 
him. She played her cajoling Arts with ſuch Succeſs 
upon his honeſt Credulity and Simplicity, that ſhe ſoon 


gained her Point, and wrought him up to the real Paſ- 


ſion which ſhe only feigned. This made him neglect his 


Buſineſs, and fall into Gaming, to ſupply the Crav- 


ings, the real or pretended Wants of his Miſtreſs. 
The Effects of their Adventure, in a ſhort Time, 
became viſible ; and partly Shame, partly her Perſuaſi- 
ons, obliged bim to leave a Family, where his Credit 


was ruined, and his Conduct liable to frequent Cen- 


ſure. His Miſtreſs followed him, and became the 
Companion, as ſhe had been the Cauſe, of his Miſe- 
ry. He now ſet up for himſelf, and having drawn 
away the Reſt of his Patrimony, drove a little retailing 
Trade. But, as the ſlow Returns did not ſatisfy the 
growing Demands of his Miſtreſs, Buſineſs ſoon be- 
came a Drudgery to him; and he had Recourſe to 
Drinking, to drown all Reflections on his Circumſtan- 
ces and Conduct, and ſtifle thoſe Sentiments of Honour 
and Virtue, which now and then ſtung bim with deep 
Remorſe. In this Courſe, he ſoon exhauſted the 
Reſt of his Stock, plunged himſelf in Debt, was caſt 
into Goal, and muſt have lain there, if his diſcon- 
ſolate Mother, whoſe Heart bled to hear of his Miſ- 
fortunes, had not ſtraitned her and her Family's 
Circumſtances, to relieve him. 8. he had got out of 
Priſon, where he was abandoned by his mercenary 

Miſtreſs; 
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Miſtreſs; who fore-ſeeing his Fate, had run away with 
the Remainder of his Money and Effects; he paſſed 
througha new Variety of Misfortunes. In ſhort the 
Reſult was, he went abroad, and lifted himſelf in the 
late Emperor's Service in 1taly. 
The other Son, whom 1 ſhall call Eubulus, had fine 
natural Parts, joined to an uncommon Sweetneſs of 
Temper, and an Affability that endeared him to every 
Body. He went to the Univerſity of“ , where, 
by his indefatigable Application to his Studies, he made 
great Proficiency in Learning, and, by his Converſa- 
tion and polite Manners, gained the Favour of his 
Superiors, and the Eſteem of all who knew him. His 
Company was courted by thoſe of the beſt Rank, but 
eſpecially by all true Lovers of Learning and Virtue. 
Among others, he contracted a particular Intimacy 
with a young Gentleman of a large Fortune, and a 
Mind ſtill larger, who choſe him to be his Companion 
rather then Tutor in his Travels. This Propoſal, 
how advantageous ſoever, he would not accept, till he 
ſhould conſult with his Mother and Siſter, both whom 
he loved with an uncommon Tenderneſs. Their 
Conſent being obtained, he went to take his Leave of 
them. The Parting was tender on both Sides. My 
dear Eubulus, ſaid the good Woman, taking him by 
the Hand, with her Eyes full, you are going a 
long Journey. I fear I ſhall never fee you again. 
„ Your poor Brother's Misfortunes have ſhortened my 
„Days, and your Abſence cannot lengthen them.— 
* But fince I hope it is for your Advantage, I chear- 
<< fully ſubmit. To Almighty God I commit you. 
Pray ſpare no Pains to learn ſome News of your 
* unfortunate Brother ;—if you find him out, give 
A * my laſt Bleſſing, and tell him, I ſhall die in 
Peace, 
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Peace, if I hear that he is reſormed and happy.“ 
She could not proceed; her Sighs and Tears were 
the only farther Expreſſions of her inward Grief. He 
then bid his Siſter farewel. Her laſt Words were: 
Oh, Eubulus! remember our poor dear Brother, — 
find him out, if he be till living, and tell him (Oh, 
do not forget it) that our deareſt Mother and I, want 
Nothing to compleat our Happineſs, but to hear, that 
he is, what he once was, the ſame virtuous She 
could ſay no more. Her Heart was oppreſs'd with 
Sorrow at the tender Parting, and that highten'd by 
ſad Reflections upon the ill Courſes of her elder Bro- 
ther, and the melancholy forboding ſhe had, that ber 
Mother would not long ſurvive. 


Soon after, he and his Friend whom I ſhall call 4- _ 


gathias, went abroad, and did not, like moſt of our 
raw young Travellers, only traverſe Provinces, gape 
after Wonders and Curioſities, and throw away their 
Time in Gallantry. They ſtayed long enough in Places 
of Note to get acquainted with the Men moſt eminent 
for Capacity and Learning, who are generally the moſt 
eaſy of Acceſs to ingenious Strangers; and to learn what» 
ever was moſt curious and worthy their Notice. In 
their Progreſs through Italy, their Curiolity led them 


to Venice, in the Time of the Carnival. They were 


Spedctators rather than Actors in the Diverſiong of it. 


One Evening, as Eubulys was returning home alone, 


he ſaw two Fellows in Maſks attacking a ſingle Gen- 
tleman who made a ſtout Reſiſtance, but was preſſed 


to a Wall, and ſeemed reduced to the laſt Extremity, 


Fubulus immediately drew in Deſence of the ſinglę 
Combatant, and obliged the Villains to retire after they 
were deeply wounded. He led the Gentleman to his own 


Lodgings, and ſent immediately for a Surgeon to dreſs 


his 
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his Wounds. When the Stranger's Maſk was taken 

off, how was he ſurpriſed to ſee his Friend Agathias 

whom he had reſcued from ſuch imminent Danger; 
and how overjoyed was Agathias to find the Friend 

and Deliverer united in the ſame Perſon! When he 
was going to make his Acknowledgments for his ge- 
nerous Succour, Eubulus begged him to ſpare them, till 

he ſhould be in a better Condition to make them̃. The 
Wounds were found not mortal, ſo that in a fewWeeks 
he recovered. While they continued there, they had 
a Meſſage from an unknown Lady, who deſired to 
communicate to them an Affair of Importance. Though 
they werd both averſe to go, yet they knew ſo well 
the vindictive Humour of the Italians, that they were 
afraid to give the Lady a Denial, Accordingly they 
waited on her, when ſhe told them, ſhe believed they 
were ſurpriſed at receiving a Meſſage from one who was 
ſo much a Stranger to them; but as ſhe well knew the 
Humanity of the Engliſb, ally to their Country- 
men, and had heard that two Gentlemen of that Nation 
lived in her Neighbourhood, ſhe thought ſhe could not 
do them a greater Pleaſure, than by giving them an Op- 
portunity of doing a very important Service to one of 
their own Country, a very worthy Gentleman who had 


been clapt up in Priſon, by an Order of the Doge, 


for no other Crime but his being of her Acquaintance. 
If, continued ſhe, you have the Honour, Gentlemen, 
to know any of the foreign Embaſſadors, you will find 
it no hard Matter, by employing your Intereſt with 
them, to obtain his Releaſe, and at the ſame Time, you 
will do me a ſingular Pleaſure. - 

The Gentlemen endeavoured to gxcuſe th emſelves 
in the politeſt Manner they could, alledging they were 
* in the Town. But in Effect, they had ing 

min 
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mind to meddle in an Affair, which ſeemed, by the 
Lady's intereſting herſelf ſo warmly in it, to wear the 
Face of an Intrigue. She continued to urge them with 
great Eagerneſs, and aſked if they had no Acquaintance 
with the French Embaſſador. Agathias. was a Man of 


too much Honour to deny that he had ſome ſmall Ac- 

quaintance with him, but ſaid, he did not know whether + 

it could be of any Uſe to her Friend; he promiſed; 
however, to try how far it would go. They immedi- 


ately waited on Monſieur de * * # *' the French Embaſ- 


ſador, and informed him of the whole Affair, who . 
ſmiled, and politely promiſed his Friendſhip.” Accord- 


ingly he applied to the Dege, and all the Favour he 
could obtain, was a Promiſe of the Gentleman's Releaſe, 
upon paying a Fine of a thouſand Crowns, and giving 
Security for his future good Behaviour. Soon after, 


prompted by their Curioſity, they aſked and obtained 
leave to viſit the Priſoner under his Confinement. 


They found him in a wretched Condition. His Looks 
pale and meagre, and his Eyes hollow, the very Image 
of Death; his Face was marked with the deepeſt De- 
jeQion and Anguiſh. Upon putting a few Queſtions 
to him about the Time of his leaving England, and 
his Employment; fince as well as before, Eubulus faint-" 
ly recollected tome of his Features; upon which, he 


aſked, him, if he was any Relation of ** * who had 


been ſome. Time a Widow. At the mention of her 


Name the Stranger fetched a deep Sigh; and ſaid, he; 


had been once Son to that dear Woman, but alas ! he 
had forfeited his Title to that Relation. 


could hold no longer; he fell upon his Neck, wept. 
over him, and continued for ſome Time ſpeechleſs. -. 
Agathias, deeply penetrated with this dumb but ex- 
preflive Scene, mixed his friendly Tears with theirs. | 
Vo L. I. K k At 


Eubulus 
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At length, Words got vent. Oh! Pamphilus, have I 
at laſt found you out; you whom your deareſt Mother, 
Siſter, and I, gave over for loft J. — But ah! how 
changed! And in what deplorable Circumſtances ! 
Where have you been? How came you hither ? 
Heaven, I hope, ſent us to your Relief. 
Pampbilus, with a mixture of — Aſtoniſh- 
ment and Joy, aſked how he had learned his Misfor- 
tune, and what induced him, and the Gentleman 


1 ding, that his Misfortunes would be too tedious to 
relate. His Brother ſoon ſatisfied his Queſtions, and 
told him, he might ſafely open his Mind before the 
Gentleman, whoſe Goodneſs prompted him to pay 
him ſo kind a Viſit. Being thus aſſured, he frankly 
confeſſed that the Lady they mentioned, had entertain- 
ed him, ſince he came to Venice; whither he was al- 
lowed to come by his General Officer, to ſee the Di- 
verſions of the Carnival, having been for ſome Time 
in the Emperor's Service, —and that he had been put 
under Arreſt at the Requeſt of ſome noble Relations of 
the Lady's, who were diſpleaſed at her Intimacy with 
him,——and now he was daily expecting ſome miſera- 
ble Fate, as a Puniſhment for his paſt Imprudence. He 


thias, whoſe Eyes and Heart had been faſtened upon 
the two Brothers, turning to the Elder, in a generous 
Kind of Tranſport, faid, 

I am glad, Sir, that in finding a Brother, you have 
likewiſe found a Deliverer. You are releaſed upon 
paying a thouſand Crowns, which I will freely advance, 
for your Brother's Sake. Pamphilus would have caſt 
himſelf at his Feet, toexpreſs the Raptures he felt ; but 
7 Agathias took him in his Arms, and told him, he was 
glad 
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with him, to viſit him in his preſent Situation; ad- 


then caſt down his Eyes with a mournful Air. Aga- 
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glad to embrace the Brother of his Friend and De- 
liverer. He gave him withal a ſhort Account how he 
had ſaved his Life. The Fine was paid, and Pam, 
philus releated. He aſſured them upon his Honour, 
that after paying his Acknowledgments to his Bene- 
factreſs, he would break off all further Correſpondence 
with her, and immediately return to the Army, 

While they continued at Venice, a Letter came by 
way of Genoa, to Eubulus, from his Siſter Eliza, to 


' this Effect. 


My Dear Brother, 


WI A T ſhall I tell you? How will you be able 
to bear the fatal News of the Death of our 


much-honoured and deareſt Mother? whoſe Lofs is to 
me more bitter than Death, and will plunge you, I 
fear into the deepeſt Sorrow. But the other Night 
the called me to her Bed-fide, and raking me by the 
Hand, ſaid, * My dear Child, I am juſt going to leave 
% you. A few Hours will bear me to the World of 
Spirits. I willingly reſign you, my dear Charge, 
and your Brothers, if they are yet alive, to the Care 
of a goodGod, who will always befriend the Virtuous. 
hs 1 rejoice you are of that Number. If you con- 
* tinue as you have ſet out, you cannot fail of 
40 being happy. When you have an Opportunity to 
« write to your Brothers, or ſhall ſee them, tell 
« them, I died 'with them on my Heart, left them a 
„Mother's Bleſſing, and had no higher Wiſh on 
% Earth than to hear they were wiſe and good. Alas! 
« poor Pamphilus, would to God, he were ſo ! Were 
« 1 ſure of this, I ſhould die perfectly eaſy. I hope 
« Fubulus will return to you, and Heaven make you 
% happy in each other. Farewell, my deareft Child! 

K k 2 May 
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May Heaven preſerve you wiſe and good, and when 


vou drop a Tear to the Memory of a loving Mo- 
** ther, be excited thereby to imitate whatever you 


thought good in her. Oh ! Farewell!” With theſe 
Words the dear Woman reſigned her Soul into her 


Maker's Hands, and ſmiled in the Agony of Death. 


Oh! my dear Brother, Grief. overwhelms me, I can 


add no more, but that I long exceedingly to ſee you. 
That will be my only Cordial, to alleviate the heavy 
Loſs of your affectionate Siſter, 


Eliza. 


This mournful News cut Fubalus to the Heart. 
He grew impatient to return Home: He hoped his 
Preſence might help to lighten his Siſter's Grief. Aga- 
thias perceiving his Friend's Uneaſineſs, inclined to in- 


dulge him, by haſtening his Return, They took 


Milan in their Way home, where they found Pam. 
pbilus much reclaimed, by his Misfortunes. Eubulus 
informed him of their Mother's Death, the tender 
Circumſtances of hisparting ſrom her and their Sitter ; 
the deep Affection they both bore him, and particular- 
ly the Concern ſhe expreſſed about him, in her laſt Mo- 
ments. The Recital of theſe, and the Sight of his 
Siſter's moving Letter, made ſuch an Impreſſion on 
him, that they left him ſtrongly confirmed in his vir- 
tuous Reſolutions. | e 
. Eliza, after her Mother's Death, lived retired from 
the World; ſhe kept Company with only a few ſelect 
Friends. It was a ſweet Retreat, where ſhe lived; 
there was a pretty Garden, and Farm belonging to it, 
the ſmall Remainder of the Family-Eftate. At the Foot 
of the Garden runs a clear Brook, cloathed on each Side 
with little Tufts of Wood and Buſhes growing wildly 
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all about her. Her Knowledge of Simples, qualifiel | 
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up and down. This Stream after watering the Farm, 
loſes itſelf in a neighbouring Wood. You il forgive 
me, Gentlemen, my being ſo minute, for the Sake of 
the lovely Inhabitant of this delicious Spot. She dreſſed 
plain and clean, and was not diſtinguiſhed from the 
Farmer's Daughters in the Neighbourhood, but by a 
ſupetior Openneſs and Dignity in her Air and Mannet; 1 
Which appeared under all the Homelineſs of her Dreſs. | 
Her Time was generally divided between the'Oecono- | 
my of her Family, and the Management of ber Farm, | 
reading, viſiting the Sick, and doing kind Offices to | 


her to be uſeful to her Neighbours, in moſt ordinary | 
Illneſſes: And a frugal, well-judged Management of | 
her ſmall Revenue, put it in her Power, frequently to | 
reach out her friendly Hand to the Aſſiſtance of the In- 
digent, whom ſhe uſed to employ i in different Kinds of 
Manufacture; and at the fame Time that ſhe relieved ö 
their Wants, ſhe encouraged their Induſtry. So that her | | 
| 


Houſe was a little Sanctuary to the painful Poor: Ft 
was always open to them, and the beneficent Miſtrefs | 
of it, at all Times acceſſible. Her Servants almoft 
adored her, and her amiable and wife Deportment, | 
rendered her equally the Delight and Admiration of 1 
the whole Neighbourhood. I might have mention | 
too, chat ſhe was fair and blooming, and of a'Shape vu 
exquiſitely proportioned. There was an uncommon A 
Grecefulneſs in her Mien, and Sprighthneſs in her Air 
and Looks, mixed with ſuch a peculiar Sweetneſs, as 
diſcovered the kind and humane Temper of her Soul. 
In this Manner did this innocent and virtuous Maid 
paſs her Time, when it pleaſed Heaven to interrupt, 
for a while, the Calm ſhe enjoyed, and par! her VINES 


bo a new and ſevere Trial. 
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'A Gentleman, who lived at no great Diſtance, was 
lately returned from his Travels z ſtruck with the high 
and very ſingular Character he had of her, he con- 
trived this Stratagem to ſee her. It was Eliza's ordi- 
nary Cuſtom, to walk out every Morning, and Even- 
ing round the Farm, and along the Banks of the little 


Rivulet that watered it, and often with a Book in her 


Hand Sometimes ſhe would lay herſelf down by 
this Stream, and with a delighted Mind, enjoy thoſe 
ſimple and wnvarniſbed Pleaſures, which Virtue, join- 
ed with Contemplation, never fails to give, in thoſe 
rural Scenes; neither envying, nor railing at the 
Pleaſures and Amuſements of gayer Life. One Even- 
ing, as Eliza was taking her uſual Walk, this curious 
Gentleman having got near the Place, diſmounted 
from his Horſe, and caſt himſelf on the Ground, 
as if he had been ſeized with a ſudden Illneſs. Eliza, 
over-hearing a faint Sound, not unlike the Groans 
of a Pexſon in Diſtreſs, immediately gave Way to 
the Suggeſtions of her compaſſionate Breaſt; ſhe roſe 
and went to the Place where the 3 whom I 
mall call Lothario, was lying on the Ground. No 
ſooner did ſhe learn his Misfortune, than ſhe ran Home 
to call for Aſſiſtance, and toon returned with ſome of 
her Scrvants. Finding him to Appearance, in great 
Azonies, they carried him to the Houſe. where ſhe 
made lim an Offer of an outer Apartment, till be ſhould 
be a little recovered, He thanked. ber kindly for her 
generous Hoſpitality, and told her, that be hoped to 
be well with a Night's Reft. Her Perſon, Converſa- 
tion, and whole Behaviour, charmed him beyond Ex- 
preſhon ; but that.Modeity which appeared ſo unaf- 
fectediy graceſul, and that kind Concern ſhe ſhewed 
for ae which ought to * extinguiſhed every, 


ungenerous 
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ungenerous Sentiment, ſerved only to inflame a crimi- 

nal Paſſion. At firſt, he only expreſſed the warmeſt 

Acknowledgments of her Generoſity. He took Ad- 

vantage after, of the Tenderneſs of her Concern for 

his Illneſs.—He grew. bolder,—protefſed Love in the 

ſtrongeſt Terms,—and began to uſe ſuch Familiarities 

in his Diſcourſe, as were too ſhocking for a modeſt Ear. 

This rouz'd Eliza's nobler Paſſions; and with Eyes 
flaſhing a generous Diſdain and Indignation, ſhe ſaid 
to Lothario, Preſumptuous Man! though I cannot 
blame myſelf for doing an Act of Hoſpitality to a 
Stranger, yet I am ſorry it has happened to be ſo ill 
placed, 6n an ungenerous Man, who dares 10 abuſe it 
In ſo ungentleman-like a Manner. I thought, my own 
Houſe would have been a ſufficient Protection to me, 
againſt all Indecency, eſpecially from you; but, ſince 
It is not, you are now at Liberty to go where you 
Pleaſe. © She then quitted the Room with an Emotion 
the could not conceal.Before he departed, he deſired to 
ſee, and take Leave of his Benefactreſs; but ſhe would 
not permit him: ſo he rode off, unattended and unob- 
ſerved. Hewasnot a littlevexed at his Diſappointment; 
and the Repulic he had met with, inſtead of diſcourag- 
ing, redoubled his Paſſion. Lured therefore by ſo fair a 
Prey, he thought of various Stratagems to: get her in 
his Power, and reſolved to uſe Force, if ſhe: would not 
yield to Perſuaſion. He lay in Ambuſt for her one Day, 
in the Wood J formerly mentioned, adjoining to the 
Houſe. Eliza happened to wander farther off than 
uſual, and being intercepted by his Servants, Lotharis 
carried her off, in Spite of all her Cries and Struggles. 
He ſtop'd not, Day nor Night, till he had brought her 
to a very private Country-Seat of his, where he kept 
but few Servants, to which he uſed ſometimes to re- 


tire, 
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tire, When he deſired to have little Communication 
with his Neighbours. It was a double Affliction to 
poor Eliza, when the knew that Lo:hario was the Au- 
thor of it. Finding however, that ſhe was entirely in 
his Power, ſhe forbore thoſe bitter Invectives, and 
uſeleſs Exclamations, which many of her Sex would 
have indulged, on fo juft anOccaſion, and truſted, that 
Heaven would ſend her ſome ſpeedy Succour. To 
alleviate her Grief and Reſentment, which he ſaw ſwell 
high, hetold her, it was Nothing but an Exceſs of the 
moſt tender Paſſion for her, that had forced him to 
this Extremity,—That ſhe might expect ſuch Ufage as 
was ſuited to her Merit and Character, —and might 
command his Houſe, and all in it; for he was abſo- 
lutely at her Devotion. She ee no other Reply 
but what he might draw from Looks, which darted the 
utmoſt Averſion and Contempt. He allowed her, in- 


ted her to walk, or ride out, as ſhe choſe, though never 
out of the Reach of Attendants. But the made no 
Attempts of that Kind, in Order to lull them in the 
deeper Security; and after ſome Time, affected an Air 
of Frankneſs and Ealineſs, to which ſhe was quite 2 
Stranger. 

: Lotbario, mean While, left no Arts og. inetd 
and Flattery untried, to win her Conſent to his 
Deſiguns; he made her an Offer of a conſiderable 
Settlement for Life, and of an handſome Proviſion for 
her Brother. She ſtill kept him at Bay; but he began to 
conceive ſome better Hopes from her more ſoftened 
Appearance and did not doubt to gain his Point, 
when he had melted her by his ſuppliant Importunitiez 
and Proteſtations of Love. It would te tedious to re- 


late the Methods he tried, during the Courſe of ſome 
"Months. 


deed, all Manner of Liberty, in this Priſon ; permit- 
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Months. He did not, indeed, come to direct Force, 
though he would ſometimes break into her Apartment, 
and talk to her, in a Manner that highly provoked her; 
but ſhe endeavoured to conceal her Reſentment. One 
Morning, when Lothario was from home, ſhe got up 
much earlier than her uſual Hour, and having ſtole a 


Key of the Garden, ſhe flipt out unperceived by any 


of the Servants. After ſhe had croſſed the Garden, ſhe 
leapt from the ſunk Fence, and with Difficulty ſcramb- 
led up the oppoſite Side of the Ditch. —She paſſed over 
ſeveral Fields, forcing her Way through the Hedges. 
Fear added Wings to her Speed. She went on, till ſhe 
thought herſelf out of Danger, and then ſhe ſat down 
by the Side of an Hedge, quite tired with Fatigue and 
Want of Sleep. She now began to think over the 


Dangers ſhe had run, the Trials and Inſults ſhe had 


borne,—the- greater ones ſhe had feared; but eſpeci- 
ally, the dreadful Suſpenſe ſhe was in, about what 


might ſtill befal her. All theſe Things came crouding 


into her Thoughts and filled her with a Variety of 


ſtrong Emotions. She looked up to Heaven for Relief, 
and committed herſelt, and the Succeſs of her Eſcape, to 


a good Providence. Nature being at length overcharged 


and quite ſpent, ſhe ſunk into Sleep, on the green Turf. 
It happened, that a Company of Gentlemen were 
out, that Morning, aFox-huntin g. The Chace had been 
long, and one of the Party being thrown out, chanced 
to come to the Place where Eliza lay, He ſtarted at 
the Sight of a Lady faſt aſleep, and looſely dreſſed, with 
her Face and Arms ſtrangely ſcratched, and the Blood 
drawn, in many Places. But amidſt all the Diſorder 
her Dreſs and Looks, be was ſtruck with the Amia- 
bleneſs of her Appearance, and Fineneſs of her Shapes 
which ſpoke ſtrongly in her Favour, and confuted. in 
ſoine 
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ſome Meaſure, the diſad vantageous Circumſtances in 
which he ſaw her. He ſtood, for ſome Time, gazing at 
her with Pleaſure and Aſtoniſhment, and was afraid to 
awake her. But how much more was Eliza alarmed, 
when ſhe opened her Eyes upon a Gentleman in af 
Hunting-Drefs, gazing at her, with his Horſe in his 
Hand] Aſhamed to be ſurpriſed ih ſuch Diſorder, ſhe 
ſtarted up on her Feet. Her firſt Thought was to have 
run off directly, without ſpeaking a Word; but think- 
Ing it in vain to fly from one, in whoſe Power ſhe was, 
or to betray an infignificant Diſtruſt, ſhe choſe rather to 
try his Generoſity. She ſaid, ſhe doubted. not but he 
was a little furpriſed, at finding aWoman in that Place, 
and in ſuch an odd Condition, but begged he would 
ſuſpend his Wonder, till ſhe had an Opportunity of in- 
forming him more particularly of the Occaſion 
that juſt then ſhe could only tell him, that an extra- 
-ordinary Accident had drought her into thoſe Circam- 
ſtances and as he had the Appearance of a Gentle 
man, ſhe did not doubt but he had the Honour of 
, one.—She ſhould therefore put herſelf under his Pro- 


tection, and begged that he would conduct her to ſome 


Place of Safety. He told her that he would moſt chear- 
fully undertake ſo agreeable a Charge. that a Lady 
of his Acquaintance lived hard by, to whoſe Houfe he 
would conduct her, where ſhe might beſure of an hearty 


peared to deſerve, till ſhe was recovered of her Fatigue, 
and i in a Condition to remove elſewhere. His open 
Countenance, and gentleman-like Mien, gave her ſome 
Degree of Confidence in him, though unknown. And 
mould ſhe be deceived, ſhe did not ſee how ſhe could 
ſpare a Civil Uſage, by any Means fo effectual, as by 

Expreſſing an entire Truſt in ber Protector. She 


elcome, and to be treated with that Honour ſhe ap- 


frankly ' 
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frankly accepted his Offer, and returned him Thanks 
in ſo graceful a Manner, that made him think himſelf 
the Debtor. By this Time ſome of the Servants came 
up. He ordered one of them to take the Lady up be- 


| hind him, and conducted her himſelf directly to his 


Mother's, who lived at her Jointure-Houſe but a few 
Miles off. Thete Eliza found herſelf among a very 


different Sett of People from thoſe the had met with at 
Lothario's, and was entertained inquite anotherManner 


The Gentleman informed his Mother of the Diſtreſs 
he found the Lady in, anddefired ſhe would lend her 
friendly Aid to recover her of the Fright and Fatigue 
ſhe had undergone. The Ladies, like two kindred 
Souls, ſoon diftinguiſhed each other, and no ſooner ſaw 
than they eſteemed; at leaft, formed the moſt agree- 
able Ideas the one of the other. Eliza being left in 
good Hands, the young Gentleman took his Leave, 
and returned to his own Houſe, full of the Image of 
the lovely Stranger, whoſe Aſpect and whole Behavi- 
our raiſed in him high Admiration and Delight. Heima- 
gined to himſelf a thouſand Excellencies concealed un- 
der ſo fair a Form, and a Demeanour fo lingularly 
graceful. He was no ſooner at home, than ruſhing into 
a Friend's Apartments who lodged with him, he imme- 
diately told him bis uncommon Adventure expatiated 
much on the Charms and outward Accompliſhments of 
the diſtreſt Stranger, and added, that; if her Charac- 
ter and Merit correſponded to ſuch fair Appearances, 
he thought her a Treaſure worth purchaſing at any 
Rate. He was not a little impatient, till he returned 
next Day to fee her, and enquire after her Health. 
But how troubled and confounded was he, when he 
heard that Eñaa was ſeized with a Fever? It was, 
however, of the lighter Kind, and when it went = 
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ſhe appeared to him with new Charms: She had iow 
recovered her natural Looks, and though paler than 
uſual, yet that Paleneſs had Something ſo languiſhin g 
and ſoft in it, and ſo different from that over-heated 
Fluſh, which a Conflict of various Paſſions had given 


her, that the young Gentleman was quite in Raptures. 


Eliza renewed her Acknowledgments to him for his 
generous Deliverance and Protection of her, freely 


confeſſed, ſhe had at firſt ſome Suſpicion and Diſttuſt 


of him, as ſhe had had ſo late a Proof of the Falſehood 
and T reachery of the Sex, but ſhe was now convinced, 
by, his Means, thatMen were not all alike. He thanked 


her for the Compliment ſhe made him, and told her, he 
was repaid for what he had done, by the Satisfaction 
the expreſſed with his Conduct, and the Pleaſure he 


felt i in having contributed to the Eaſe and. Safety of ſo 
deſerving a Lady; and defired ſhe would condeſcend 
to inform him of her Misfortune. You have a Right, 
Sir, anſwered Eliza, to know my Story, and it is fit I 
ſhould remove any Suſpicions, which my being found 
in ſuch unfavourable Circumſtances, may have raiſed. 
Upon hearing her Story, her ſolitary Condition and 
Way of Life before ſhe was carried off, and particularly. 
the Account of her Family and Relations, how much 
was he ſurpriſed and delighted, to find the young, 


| Lady the Siſter. of his F riend | and F ellow- Traveller, 


Eubulus, who had returned with him not above a 


Month before! Joy flowed ſo full upon him, that Aga- 


thias was going to have taken Eliza in his Arms, and 


to have made a ſull-Diſcovery. . But he checked him- 


ſelf, and only congratulated her. upon her happy Es- 
cape; and he made no Doubt but that as Heaven had 
already en very een for her Relief, it 


would 
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Ft tecaffed ſome 6 A image tn beayy Lotks;) ; 
Iny, he told Tusa, Aal: 8 Cbnve ie 
and Maf ners fuſt ed, "146d hoy the high E- 
tem he Had Eoticeryea 2 Bet. And, added he, with 
A Kind of. Tranfport"v 1 1% vou yourſelf; Fubu, 
Mall edge T- oro, Rether T Haze veel dach . 
Opfnidn, on nh ar 1H} eat e 
cid Neat Day, he tobk r th ſee che un- 
wertufters Serge * Tu Nb ealbiar, Tad 
eonkerfed it with her Su, not to Wee y Thing to 
ether or them and had ehh! prepared Mau this fit. 
18546 telle der, (Me 4 t6 intröckuce to her à Particnfr 
Fyfend bf her Sf. LN EAR A9 ben ſeveral | 
Years abrbad: both bis, h His“ Sidter's Edoks Wele 
prettz moch altered. He could” wok, However, Help pr 
eng Wie träge Sympathie af bis ärlt feeling bef. 
„Thick he did not Know, or indeed, Endeavour to ac 
'count for- Enau's Concern was reciprocal, and fe 
Was Ohfer ved td ſteuf verdl attentive Glapeeb at Hith, 
e dre ſome Bluſſies ffbm her When Me percdived 
they Were taken Nõtice öf. Agnthias, mean While add 
his Motherwere greatly-eliphted with thoſeKindlings 
of martial Sympathy; and a growing Tenderneſs which 
they ſaw flaſhingyJikethableſs Lightning, fram Eye 
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to Eye. In the Afternoon, they led him into _ 
Garden, where, in a retired Arbour, Agathias's. Mo- 
{ther begged of Eliza to entertain them with an Account 
-of her Story, and the late Accident; z for perhaps, added 
"the, the Stranger we have introduced to you is. more 
"Intereſted in your ' Fortunes than you are aware of. 
Elisa would have gladly declined the Taſk, but as ſhe 
"could not refuſe her Benefactreſs ſo ſmall a Boon, ſhe, 
with modeſt, downcaſt Eyes, begun her Story from 
the Time of her firſt Acquaintance with Lothario, and 
told what had befallen her fince, till her fortunate 
Meeting wich Agathias, her generons Deliverer. She 
told her Story ſo gracefully, repreſented the Villany of 
Lothario in ſuch ſoft Terms, and paſſed over her on 
Behaviour with ſuch a modeſt Baſhfulneſs and Humility, 
as wonderfully moved and charmed Agathias and his 
Mother. Eubulus felt an uncommon .Tendernefs, - 
mixed with, Admiration ; the Tears ſtarted into his 
Eyes. Madam, faid he, give me leave to aſk yoor 
Name and Family? Alas! Sir, ſhe replied, you deſire 
me to renew my Grief. But that Part of my Story 
is hort: My Parents are both dead, my dear Mother 
laſt. I had once two Brothers, they went abroad 
ſeveral Years ago, but whether they are dead or alive, 
have not lately heard. One of them had been very 
unhappy; with the other, I had formed à tender and 
in violable Friendſhip: He is now upon bis Travels 
with a Gentleman of Fortune and great Merit. I with 
for Nothing to repair the Loſs of the beſt of Mathers, 
and make me compleatly happy, but to ſee Hint again, 
If my dear Eubulus be ſtill alive, and it pleaſe Heaven 
to reſtore him to my Sight, O how happy She could 
proceed no farther; Sighs denied a Paſſage to her 
Words. ones * Mind bad n all along 
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ſhaken with a thouſand Emotions of 8 and 


Failion, could contain no longer. He ſtarted from his 


Seat, and ran to her in the tendereſt Tranſports, and 
claſping her in his Arms, burſt out, Then, my deareſt 


Siſter, be as happy as your Virtue Words failed 
him to ſay more ; a Flood of "Tears. ſucceeded,” the 
Effect of inexpreſſible Delight. This unexpected re- 
covering ot her Brother, raiſed in Eliza's breaſt ſuch 
a Conflich of agreeable Paſſions, that ſhe; continued 
ſome Time ſpeechleſs. Nor were Agatbias and his 
Mother leſs melted with lo tender a Scene, Eliaa, 


having at length given Vent to the Joy which over 
powered her, in a liberal Flood of Tears, broke out,: 
O my deareſt Eubulus, my Brother I Is it you? Am 


I, indeed, ſo happy as to leg Jou again? Has Heaven 


reſtored you to mie to part no more ? Behold there, in 


the Son of my Benetactreſs, my Deliverer and Guardi- 
an, to whom I owe more than Lite, my Honour, and 
my All! You muſt acknowledge the immenſe Debt 7 
owe him; | have an Heart to feel, but want Words to 
expreſs it. O, Madam, replied Agathias, your Bro- 
ther and my Friend, as well as Fellow-Traveller, has 


already repaid me more ſubſtantially than in Words. 


To his Bravery I owe my Life, which Heaven has pro- 
longed to give me an Opportunity of preſerving what 
is infinitely dearer to me. I am more than ſufficiently 


rewarded, in Ae; Pleaſure of having contributed to the 
Eaſe of one ſo-· deſerving in herſelf, and ſo dear to 


him. If you, Madam, think there is any Thing yet 
owing, it is you only who can pay it. Tis yourſelf 
I aſk, as the full Reward. To poſſeſs ſuch a Treaſure 
is all I wiſh to crown my Happineſs. My Fortune is 
not equal to your Merit, but it will be more than 


enough, if I can ſhare it with you,— The high Gene- 
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Fliau, that ſhe could make no Reply, but her filedt 
Bluſhés 6gnified her Con fen, wich 4 modeR” and e- 
;preſſive."Elbquenoe}” cfantendiig il the Pot gf 
Words. The Mateh wd cbncluded in a few: 

With the-entire Apprbbadoh of alf her Prien. . 
-thias found that Treaſure he wiſhed for and deferved, 
in the Poſſeſſion of one of the moſt virtubus and: a0. 
compliſbed of her Sr; and Hlizüs tranſient Suffering 
Which be bore co. prsceroth. were rewirded via 
.Happinefs'thet ſtill continues ufidecaying, in Corfand - 
Gon With one of the beſt of Men. The Company 
ahaaked” Hier for his Story, and faid they hoped 
iSophron would entertain them, in his Turn, with a. 
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